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The second enactment:
Wl MY PRIYIP 31 — And that they shall read from the
Torah on Monday and Thursday.

The Gemara asks in amazement:

RN - Do you say that Ezra instituted this requirement?!
R3pAM M XIPWn RN — Why, it was instituted earlier, at the
outset of the nation’s existence, X1n7 — as was taught in a
Baraisa: DM IR¥RXY) 13703 o nwbw awbm, — The
Torah states that after crossing the Sea of Reeds the Israelites
entered the Wilderness of Shur, AND THEY WENT FOR THREE DAYS
IN THE WILDERNESS BUT DID NOT FIND WATER."!  nimw~ w
1K — And apropos of this verse THE EXPOUNDERS OF VERSES!®!
STATED: 771 K98 DM PR — THERE IS NO metaphoric meaning
for the word “WATER,” when it appears in Scripture, OTHER THAN
“TORAH,” 'DMY 135 Xn¥-H3 M1, MKW — ASITIS STATED: HO!
EVERYONE WHO IS THIRSTY, GO TO THE WATER [i.e. Torah].®"  yy3
a0 k52 o nWHY %W — And so, SINCE (THE ISRAELITES]

WENT THREE DAYS WITHOUT TORAH, as the Exodus verse inti-
mates, 1K) — THEY BECAME EXHAUSTED."®  mwxm) yny
o7 up'n) oy — Whereupon THE PROPHETS THAT WERE
AMONG THEM™! AROSE AND INSTITUTED FOR THEM M) 1w
N3W3 MR PRPIDSMY N3WD — THAT (THE WORSHIPERS] SHALL
READ from the Torah ON THE SABBATH AND SUSPEND the reading
ONSUNDAY, W71 w1HWw Ppiooi) wa PIp) — AND then READ
ON MONDAY AND SUSPEND the reading on TUESDAY AND WEDNES-
DAY, n3W 27Y 210013 WHMN3 PIIP) — AND READ again ON
| THURSDAY AND SUSPEND the reading ON THE SABBATH EVE
(Friday), min x%3 om nwbw 1w x5w ™3 — SO THAT (THE
PEOPLE] NOT BE KEPT FOR THREE consecutive DAYS WITHOUT
hearing the words of TORAH.® From here we see that the
Monday/Thursday Torah readings were instituted long before
Ezra's time. — ? — '
The Gemara deflects the challenge:
DS RN7M K123 TN upR RIpwn — Originally, [the early
prophets] instituted that one man read three verses from the
Torah scroll —  'pw5 xn%n 1723 Xxn%n myx — alternatively,
that three men read three verses®™ — on% ougs T3
DYRIWN — with the three verses 2 corresponding to the three
groups of Jews: Kohanim, Leviim and Israelites.® xw1 xnx
™32 knbn 1 — Subsequently, he (Ezra) came and instituted
that three men read,®  i%v3 Ay 1233 ¥pIws Mwy) — and
that together they read ten verses,”! corresponding to the ten
unoccupied men of the community.1?s
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common practice of having a Bar Milzoah
boy read the entire Sidrah including his
own Aliyah. He felt that this consti-
tuted a violation of the Minhag, not to
allow anyone to lein his own Alyah. From
the Rema to O.H. (139, 3) this would not
seem to be the Minkag in his times. In
Even Ha'ezer (34, 1) a similar AMuoihag s
recorded not to allow any Hatan to recite
Birkkot Eirusin for himself, in order not to
embarrass the Haiamm who will not be
able to recite the Berakhot on their own.
This is why the rabbi recites the Berakhot
for all couples. And yet if the rabbi is
single, when he gets married, the Poskim
allow him to recite Birkhot Eirusin for him-
self. The situation of the Baal Keriah
taking an Alivah and reading for himself
seems parallel to the rabbi reciting Birkho;
E:rusir at his own wedding.

asd LyTun 07'

Regarding the Tokhekah see Magen Avra-
ham to O.H. (428, no. 8). See Rema to O.H.
(139, 3) that the Baal Keriah is not called
up by name, since he s standing there
already According to this custom of the
Rema. when a Bar Mitzvah boy is reading
the Sudrah and 1s honored with Mafhir heis
not “catled up” by name, but merely re-
cites the Berakhor over his Ak )
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