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TheDeath 5 ), these are the days of the years of Abraham’s life which he lived: a hundred years,

of
Abraham Seventy years, and five years. 8 And

and content, and he was gathered to his people. ¢ His sons [saac and Ishmael buried him in the
cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, facing Mamre. ° The field
that Abraham had bought from the children of Heth, there Abraham was buried, and Sarah his
wife. 1" And it was after the death of Abraham that God blessed [saac his son, and Isaac settled
near Peer-lahai-rol.
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After three years Abraham went to see Yishmael and swore to Sarah that
he would not descend from the camel in the place where Yishmael dwelt.
He arrived there at mid-day and found there the wife of Yishmael. He
said to her, “Where is Yishmael?” She said to him, “He has gone with his
mother to fetch fruits and dates from the wilderness.” He said to her,
“Give me a little bread anrd a little water, for my soul is weary from the
journey in the desert.” SHe said to him, “I have neither bread nor water.”
Said he to her, “When Yishmael comes, tell him this story and say to him,
‘Change the threshold of your house for it is not good for you.”” When
Yishmael came, she told him the story. A son of a wise man is like half a
wise man. Yishmael understood, and sent her away. His mother took for
him a wife from her father/s household and her name was Fatima.

Again after three years Abraham went to see Yishmael and swore
to Sarah that he would oot descend from the camel in the place where
Yishmael dwelt. He arnived there at mid-day and found the wife of
Yishmael. [The story continues as above, but this time] she took them out
and gave them to him. Abraham arose and prayed before the Holy One,
Blessed be He, for his son, and the house of Yishmael was filled with all
good things, with money and blessings. When Yishmael returned, she told
him the story and Yishmael understood that until that moment his [i.e.,
Abraham’s] mercy extended to him, “as a father has mercy upon his
children” (Psalms 103:13)

Abraham expired and died at a good old age, mature
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It comes to inform us the extent and the limit of the love of
Hashem, may He be blessed, and how far the yirah for Him
extends. Avraham is commanded to do a certain act, which cannot
be equaled by any surrender of property or by any sacrifice of life,

for it goes beyond anything else that can be done, and belongs to
a class of actions which are believed to be contrary to human
feelings. He had been without a child and had been longing for a
child; he had great riches, and was expecting that a nation would
come forth from his seed. After he had given up all hope, a son was
born to him. How delighted he must have been with that child!
How intensely he must have loved him! And yet, because he
feared Hashem and loved to do what Hashem commanded, he
thought little of that beloved child, and set aside all his hopes
concerning him, and consented to kill him after a journey of three
days ... The fact that he performed it three days after he received
the commandment proves that this followed thought, proper
consideration, and careful examination of what is due to the
Divine command, and what is in accordance with the love and fear

of Hashem.
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