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21 Elazar the Kohen said to the men of the legion who came to thed b}izttle.,l “Thi; fcz;?pic;i:

4 i : 22 Only the gold and the silver, ,

t hich HAsHEM commanded Moses: 22 Only _
('Jf Lhet;: ;;h’aidxghe lead — 23 everything that comes into the fire — you shall pass thrtzgght;ll;i
lfr'on;ind it w’ill be purified; but it must be purified with the water of sprinkling; and every u;g hat
'uljrzuld not come in the fire, you shall pass through the water. 2 You shallt hzmézzs y
garments on the seventh day and become purified; afterward you may enter the p.

@ Kashzvs ,:H‘reA*'S (S‘faf«k)

Glass is one of nature's most versatile products created from some of nature's most
prevalent raw materials: sand, soda and lime. In the food industry glass applications are
extremely diverse. Glass can be made into delicate drinking glasses as well as tough heat
resistant ceramic cook tops withstanding temperatures over 1000 degrees F.

How is glass made? Basically, the raw ingredients are heated and melted in a large furnace.
The molten glass is shaped, blown, or pressed into its desired shape. The finished product is

then annealed in an annealing oven and tempered to give the newly formed glass strength
and durability.

Although glass can be made to be stronger and less porous than steel, the Halachic status of
glass remains enigmatic. On the one hand, Chazal recognized the fact that glass is tough,
resistant and non-porous. On the other hand, glass raw materials are the same as

earthenware, that is very porous, extremely absorbent and unable to be Kashered, if used in
a non-kosher food application.



The Gemara previously (14b) cited a Baraisa which mentioned

. Vel
"6 /\é-Q N3 @ five decrees passed by early Tannaim. Having completed its

discussion of the first decree (the tumah of the Lands of the

SHages ¢ Nations), the Gemara now proceeds to discuss the next decree,

1<k namely, that of tumah of glassware:s! :
m31ay 93 — As regards glassware, 1337 13 am RRYY 1Ry
n¥0 — what is the reason that the Rabbis decreed that it ig
susceptible to tumah 12! _ )
 The Gemara answers:

W7 U7 1% 1301 137 Mm% — R’ Yochanan said in the name of
Reish Lakish: 513 12 1993 nbnny Y — Since its very
formation is from sand®  ©971 1933 1337 s1MY ~ the Rabbis
placed it in the same category as earthenware. 3!
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R. Ashi said: Utensils of glass, since they can be repaired when
broken. are like utensils of meral.s As for a glazed utensil R. Aha
and Rabina differ; one maintains [that it must be treated]according
to 1ts original state,* while the other maintains [that it must be
treated | according to its final state.® The legal decision is [that it

must be treated] according to its final stace.
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) R 6. There are three characteristics of an earthenware vessel: it
0 Kessé absorbs, it does not exude, and it does not taint what is in it.
Nagson There are three characteristics of a glass vessel: It neither

absorbs nor exudes, it exposes to view whatever is in it,’* and
in a hot place it is hot while in a cold place it is cold.
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;. On the other hand, Rabbi

Aaron Felder (Oholei Yeshurun p. 87 n. 82) cites Rabbi Moshe
Feinstein who accepts the opinion that glass utensils do not
absorb even hot foods and need not be kashered for non-

Passover use.”



