The Greek War on Women:
Chana, Yehudis, the Miracle of Chanukah
and Lessons for Today

In Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Tamar Goldberg

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
Boca Raton Synagogue
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Introduction
a. Generally women are exempt from time bound mitzvos - Mishna kiddushin 29a
b. Yet, women are obligated to light chanuka candles (Shulchan Aruch 673:3). Why?
c. Source of af hein - R’ Yehoshua ben Levi
i. Shabbos 23a - ner Chanukah
ii. Megillah 4a - obligated in megillah
iii. Pesachim 108a - arba kosos

Which neis of Chanukah?

a. Rashi - Yevanim were gozeir on women and a woman was catalyst of miracle

b. Rashbam - peaschim 108b for other miracles

c. Tosafos (pesachim 108b, megillah4a) and Ritva - af hein means they were also at great risk and were
saved.

Central role of women
a. Chana and her sons
i. Il Maccabees (chap. 7),
ii. Midrash,Eicha Rabba 1:50
b. Yehudis
i. Book of Yehudis not part of our tradition but her story clearly is.
1. SeeRashi
2. Ran -The daughter of Rav Yochanan Kohen Gadol
3. Tosafos Megillah 4a
4. Kol Bo identifies Yehudis by name
ii. R.David Gantz - the story took place during the Persian period
iii. R’ Yaakov Emden says story happened during churban bayis rishon
iv. Aruch Hashulchan says nevertheless we commemorate it on Chanukah

Chanukah and feminine

a. Kedushas Levi - specifically miracle with a woman
b. Sefas Emes

c. Chassam Sofer - miracle is relative

d. Rav Twersky

e. Rabbanit Yemima Mizrachi

Women and lighting menorah

Mishna Berura 671:9 - ishto k’gufo

Taz - women can be motzi man

Chassam Sofer Shabbos 21b - women don’t light because kol kevuda bas melech penima
Mishmeres Shalom 48:2 - would make married mom look bad if single daughter lit
Nefesh Ha'Rav (226) - married women should light

Mikraei Koshes - Rav Moshe - women in Europe lit

"o a0 o

Women and work on Chanukah
a. Shulchan Aruch 670:1 - women have custom not to work when Chanukah lights are lit.
i. Mishna Berura 670:4 - no work to not give appearance of using the candles which is
forbidden.
ii. Magen Avraham 670:1 - heroic actions of Yehudis
iii. Tzeidah la’derech - miracles from women
iv. Aruch Ha’Shulchan - women were targeted
v. Nitei Gavriel Chanuka - Though obligated to light, most women don’t and fulfill through their
husbands. To show they cherish the mitzvah, they refrain from work.
vi. Chiddushei Ha’'Rim - af hein means pirsumei nisa so whole time candles lit they should be
focused.
vii. How far does it go? Rav Wosner half hr

Cheese
a. Shulchan Aruch 670:2
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| Kiddush 292 o) 120 nisn 5 N3N N o e
AIEH 551 M DY DAY DN XM
oW TN DN NN a0 5p aNm
; N PR TR MER- 930 pavn
are obligated and women are exempt. MY IS 531 MBS o NI DRIN
DA TN DWINT TN N e 8O
Y P2 PR NS nwn 9 pann
DWANT AN N A NOw o N
52 PN S !inT pavn owsn N
5o Wi 1y oS Nn 52 pmen

All time bound commandments, men

2. Shulchan Aruch 675:3

;712 N2%M X7 XY L7590 11 NpYIn NwR 3 YD

WY X2 ,JOPY ALIY WAN PP ox Pax

TOPY AMIRY M W IR ANIY 57YRY L0I7D

P70 5D 7DD 37 YT (AT LN L, PenY yunw
D73 ph70d PS5 Db pa0r PP VDS PN

A woman must light
Chanukah candles, for
even she is obligated in
it.

3. Shabbos 23a

A woman certainly must light as

Rebbe Yehoshua ben Levi said, IMDNT N

women are obligated in Chanukah AR AN YT mEn ey mptn
candle lighting as they too were in AP W YN T D90 RO Y N o)
the same miracle. MU WA Mt ol YO A PR TN

‘D37 ANIND W0 AN @

4. Megillah 4a

Rebbe Yehoshua ben Levi said NP2 MO DWW T 22NN © " NP
women are obligated in reading 27 RN DI ININD MR AN © PR
the megillah as they too were in nawa b Smy omnd WS 2y
the miracle. NMINOND DD Iy e poNw

5. Pesachim 108a

Rebbe Yehoshua ben Levi said
women are ob]igated in drinking 1227 MDD APAND MY DWI= M9 I: P2V M NI

the four cups as they too were in ¢ DI AMIND 1 ANy @
the miracle.
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6. Rashi Shabbos

The Yevanim ordered virgins
who were marrying to first be
intimate with a tafsar, and
through a woman the miracle

3TN T cOMND Dusnd Sy ip7u3 DOwh DY
7 1 Codpp pppd dupdd mHE pdD3  d» oo g
POOE DYDY SBIT N2 :PMD INIEIN 1 Ppad dpwy opb

occurred.
7. Rashbam Pesachim
R7aum.
In the merit of righteous P13 DT BT IR 1T I ANY
woman in that generation PPTS OB WE3 (b 1) dPP
were we redeemed, and also By P BHY N ;b3 vop
regarding reading megillah it 3p7 own » Wb S B
says that it was because the oN3 2DVD 33 I M0 Ipph P
miracle came through Esther BN PR30 9N PEDY (T 7) DIp

and similarly with Chanukah

8. Ran

D3 NI 1T 1T AN

The Midrash says that the daughter
phpsd » v o g

of Yochanan gave food to the leader
of the enemies and cheese to o»bp Imms VoYE  pbEd

intoxicate him and cut off his head ])’7”67 Py dE»y dph m

and they all fled and because of this ooho oy w37 £
we have a custom to eat cheese on D L) D3 oEnbd b

Chanukah. S ©5D 93 IEHY pH DOHM
S DOND3 D33 NOHY 10y Ot

9. Tosafos
Pesachim 108b

o737 o .am wmNe YT Oppp HpenbT pud P37 DY
DEPY_ DT Y7y 2oUR3 I0ph D D3 1 Wy o7 dop
™™ Py b vnpn  gbh7

(
Af, even, sounds like they are D163 PO I qb; ook ”))5;17’37

secondary? Moreover, the Yerushalmi 7’”5357 P dpB3 LN poR
says even they were in the same doubt pYWDT © ]”7”67 Ho1 7365 a0}
implying in the same danger of P30 B3 ¥ 10 qH7 A7vh DN
extermination. Opp3 opd PpEpw pwws N

Y377 PP Dw3Hbh3 d3h HprnhT
™mb3 YOE P DED By VPP

_oopn N 0 INPYY e
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10. Book of Maccabees

II Maccabees Chapter 7

[1] It happened also that seven brothers and their mother were arrested and were being compelled by
the king, under torture with whips and cords, to partake of unlawful swine's flesh.

[2] One of them, acting as their spokesman, said, "What do you intend to ask and learn from us? For
we are ready to die rather than transgress the laws of our fathers."
[3]The king fell into a rage, and gave orders that pans and caldrons be heated.

[4] These were heated immediately, and he commanded that the tongue of their spokesman be cut out
and that they scalp him and cut off his hands and feet, while the rest of the brothers and the mother
looked on.

[S] When he was utterly helpless, the king ordered them to take him to the fire, still breathing, and to
fry him in a pan. The smoke from the pan spread widely, but the brothers and their mother encouraged
one another to die nobly, saying,

[6] "The Lord God is watching over us and in truth has compassion on us, as Moses declared in his
song which bore witness against the people to their faces, when he said, *And he will have compassion
on his servants.""

[7]After the first brother had died in this way, they brought forward the second for their sport. They
tore off the skin of his head with the hair, and asked him, "Will you eat rather than have your body
punished limb by limb?"

[8] He replied in the language of his fathers, and said to them, "No." Therefore he in turn underwent
tortures as the first brother had done.

[9] And when he was at his last breath, he said, "You accursed wretch, you dismiss us from this present
life, but the King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of life, because we have
died for his laws."

[10] After him, the third was the victim of their sport. When it was demanded, he quickly put out his
tongue and courageously stretched forth his hands,

[11] and said nobly, "I got these from Heaven, and because of his laws I disdain them, and from him I
hope to get them back again."

[12] As a result the king himself and those with him were astonished at the young man's spirit, for he
regarded his sufferings as nothing.

[13] When he too had died, they maltreated and tortured the fourth in the same way.

[14] And when he was near death, he said, "One cannot but choose to die at the hands of men and to
cherish the hope that God gives of being raised again by him. But for you there will be no resurrection
to life!"

[15] Next they brought forward the fifth and maltreated him.

[16] But he looked at the king, and said, "Because you have authority among men, mortal though you
are, you do what you please. But do not think that God has forsaken our people.

[17] Keep on, and see how his mighty power will torture you and your descendants!"

[18] After him they brought forward the sixth. And when he was about to die, he said, "Do not deceive
yourself in vain. For we are suffering these things on our own account, because of our sins against our
own God. Therefore astounding things have happened.
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[19] But do not think that you will go unpunished for having tried to fight against God!"
[20] The mother was especially admirable and worthy of honorable memory. Though she saw her seven sons
perish within a single day, she bore it with good courage because of her hope in the Lord.

[21] She encouraged each of them in the language of their fathers. Filled with a noble spirit, she fired her
woman's reasoning with a man's courage, and said to them,

[22] "I do not know how you came into being in my womb. It was not [ who gave you life and breath, nor |
who set in order the elements within each of you.

[23] Therefore the Creator of the world, who shaped the beginning of man and devised the origin of all things,
will in his mercy give life and breath back to you again, since you now forget yourselves for the sake of his
laws."

[24] Antiochus felt that he was being treated with contempt, and he was suspicious of her reproachful tone.
The youngest brother being still alive, Antiochus not only appealed to him in words, but promised with oaths
that he would make him rich and enviable if he would turn from the ways of his fathers, and that he would take
him for his friend and entrust him with public affairs.

[25] Since the young man would not listen to him at all, the king called the mother to him and urged her to
advise the youth to save himself.

[26] After much urging on his part, she undertook to persuade her son.

[27] But, leaning close to him, she spoke in their native tongue as follows, deriding the cruel tyrant: "My son,
have pity on me. I carried you nine months in my womb, and nursed you for three years, and have reared you
and brought you up to this point in your life, and have taken care of you.

[28] I beseech you, my child, to look at the heaven and the earth and see everything that is in them, and
recognize that God did not make them out of things that existed. Thus also mankind comes into being.

[29] Do not fear this butcher, but prove worthy of your brothers. Accept death, so that in God's mercy I may
get you back again with your brothers."

[30] While she was still speaking, the young man said, "What are you waiting for? I will not obey the king's
command, but I obey the command of the law that was given to our fathers through Moses.

[31] But you, who have contrived all sorts of evil against the Hebrews, will certainly not escape the hands of
God.

[32] For we are suffering because of our own sins.

[33] And if our living Lord is angry for a little while, to rebuke and discipline us, he will again be reconciled
with his own servants.

[34] But you, unholy wretch, you most defiled of all men, do not be elated in vain and puffed up by uncertain
hopes, when you raise your hand against the children of heaven.

[35] You have not yet escaped the judgment of the almighty, all-seeing God.

[36] For our brothers after enduring a brief suffering have drunk of everflowing life under God's covenant; but
you, by the judgment of God, will receive just punishment for your arrogance.

[37] I, like my brothers, give up body and life for the laws of our fathers, appealing to God to show mercy
soon to our nation and by afflictions and plagues to make you confess that he alone is God,

[38] and through me and my brothers to bring to an end the wrath of the Almighty which has justly fallen on
our whole nation."

[39] The king fell into a rage, and handled him worse than the others, being exasperated at his scorn.

[40] So he died in his integrity, putting his whole trust in the Lord.
[41] Last of all, the mother died, after her sons.

[42] Let this be enough, then, about the eating of sacrifices and the extreme tortures.
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11. Midrash Eicha 1:50

§50 mma nyawh x maww pinm na o3 nwyn — There was

an incident with Miriam the daughter of the baker,
who was captured, she and her seven sons. 1 9% 1703
opip nyaw m MY — The emperor™ took them and placed
them in the innermost of seven chambers.*®  nx xwan
obyb mnnwi 45 MK 1wk — He brought the first son before
him, and said to him, “Prostrate yourself before the image!”
obyY mnnwn wx 0wy on 4% mx — [The son] said to him,
“Heaven forbid! I shall not bow before an image!”  :{5 "mx
tmY — [The emperor] asked him, “Why do you refuse my com-
mand?” R 71 mige BNTIng 203 3w Nen (5 mk — He
responded to him, “Because thus it is written in our Torah, I
am HASHEM, your God” (Exodus 20:2).°™®  ixym xyin mn —
Immediately, [the emperor] took him out and killed him.*®"
obyb mnnwn 5 Ty wwa xvin— [They] brought out the
second son, and the emperor said to him, “Prostrate yourself
before the image!”®?  wx nxymnnwi X5 nx ,oivw) on A7 MK
mnnwm — To which he replied, “Heaven forbid! My brother
did not bow, and I too shall not bow!”®  m% 1% "% — [The
emperor] said to him, “Why do you refuse to bow?” 1% mx
mp by DN onioK 35 e 857 mina 3 99w — [The child]
replied to him, “For thus it is written in the Torah, You shall
not recognize the gods of others in My presence” (ibid., v. 3)."¥

ym TPY R TR - Immediately, [the emperor] decreed
gpon him death, and they killed him. gy wrbwn xowin
ohyy MR 119 — [They] brought out the third son,:a.nd the
emperor said to him, “Prostrate yourself before the image!”
mnnwn wx 2 My — He replied, “1 shall not bow!” 15 mx
b — [The emperor] asked him, “Why do you refuse to bow?”
s 9XY MIAYN X5 127 TN2 3n3% 119 mx — [He said to him],
“For it is written in the Torah, For you shall not prostrate your-
selves to an alien God” (Exodus 34:14)."  ymyym voy =13 mn
- Immediately, [the emperor] decreed upon him death, and
they killed him. oy oi9%5 mar smp1on Ky W xoyin
— [They] brought out the fourth son and he recited his verse,
One who brings offerings to the gods shall be destroyed — only
to HASHEM alone (ibid. 22:19).°'%  ymxym v5y 1 — Whereupon
[the emperor] decreed upon him death, and they killed him.
AR T AOR 1 DR YW SpIos KT D) MR WA KX —
[They] brought out the fifth son, and he too recited his verse,
Hear, O Israel: HASHEM is our God, HASHEM is the One and
Only (Deuteronomy 6:4).*""  smxym »oy 1 ™ — Immediately,
[the emperor] decreed upon him death, and they killed him.
"R 9113 HX 7272 iR 797 IRIDD KIT DY MK W Koy —
They brought out the sixth son, and he too recited his verse,
You shall not be terrified by them (i.e., the nations of Canaan), for
HASHEM, your God is among you, a great and awesome God
(ibid. 7:21).°®  ymxym oy 7m3 — [The emperor] decreed death
upon him, and they killed him.
The Midrash presents a dialogue between the emperor and the
Youngest son:
1‘;1:;;!; Top T R wawn XX — [They] brought out the
seventh son, and he was the youngest of them all.  :mx
u9¥) mnnwn wa — [The emperor] said, “My son, prostrate

yourself betore tne image. Q1Y) VI i1/ i aav 2w
plied, “Heaven forbid!” Y :15 mx — [The emperor] askec
him, “Why do you refuse?”  nivy Ry’ 1NTIN3 303 12w 42 M
PR N YR Sy Sy o ol K 113 3935 O niav
iy — He said to him, “For thus it is written in our Torah, You
shall know this day and take to your heart that HASHEM, He is
the God — in heaven above and on earth below — there is none
other (ibid. 4:39).0  prymam 1K PR WITOKS NIV KoK T K>’
Anx %3 inix — And [that] is not all, but we have sworn tc
our God that we would not exchange Him for another deity.
OivI RN T NK” MWK — as it is stated, You have distin-
guished HASHEM today"™" to be a God for you, etc. (ibid. 26:17).62
NN TPIND WM PRV WY YR 72 19 uyawaw oW — And just as
we have sworn to Him, so has He sworn to us that He would
not exchange us for another nation,  J7MmNx3 M MR
o — as it is stated, And HASHEM has distinguished you
today®® to be for Him a treasured people” (ibid., v. 18).%% =
mp%p 9 — The emperor said to him, D1 W3 DM WAL P2
matv kY — “Your brothers, who were older than you, were re
o3 DIMI7H Gr/va Lis) = Aua ol wnau vaiue are your or-

rs, for you shall cease to exist, and all of your kingdom shall
case to exist, MR VWY oI ma by n ot o Awa
y — for you are but flesh and blood, who lives today but will
;e tomorrow, who is wealthy today but will be destitute
pmorrow! DM MYIWH nHivh oy M i 3 witen Yax
 But the Holy One, blessed is He, lives and shall endure for
11 eternity!”®" 7% o Px ax7 A9 15 Mk — [The
mperor] tried yet again and said to him, “See your broth-
rs lying dead before you!™ g5 yx nyav pown wm
by — Now look, I will cast my ring to the ground in front of
he image, *21p? NYRYY Y31 WY 113 a3 — and all you
eed to do is pick it up, so that all will think that you adhered
» my command.”®  =pp by San 4% mx — [The child]
eplied to him, “A curse onto you, O emperor!  nx ox mm
ninay ox N3N RN — If you, who are king, are fearful of
rortals,®® who are but like yourself, 7% xnx X5 ux
biy ¥9K K11 113 WiTpa oabni b — shall Inot be fearful of

he King of kings, the Holy One, blessed is He, Who is God of
he world?!”’

A lengthy dialogue ensues:
bivh mbx w2 9 1% mx — [The emperor] said to him, “But
; there truly a God in the world?”  3by WHx 45 "mx
op — [The child] replied to him, “Woe unto you, O emperor!
"7 1poi bw oYy 1 — Do you see an abandoned world?”*?
2m5KY o wr 1y 119 mx — [The emperor] answered and said
» him, “And has your God a mouth?”®®  nawmbxa 15 mmx
MaT 85 onb np” 23— He said to [the emperor], “Indeed,
oncerning your gods it is written, They have a mouth, but
annot speak (Psalms 115:5), oMy 1 M2737 M1 bR
wy) — but with regard to our God it is written, By the word
f HASHEM the heavens were made” (ibid. 33:6). ) 15 "mx
5KS oy v — [The emperor] said to him, “And has your
od eyes?”®4  mxm k9 Db Dy~ 203 pWIOND 1Y mx— [The
hild] replied to him, “Indeed, concerning your gods it is writ-
m, They have eyes, but cannot see (ibid. 115:5), bR
717 Y33 mvviwn men 1 ey 203 — but with regard to our
0d i io cmlibnes ML mnn af Hacaem — thov eean the whole

[631]
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world!” (Zachariah 4:10).  naw9RY oamk w2 1 19 mx— [The
emperor] said to him, “And has your God ears?”™ .5 qpax
myner 89 o onixe nd onbxa — He answered, “Indeed,
concerning your gods it is written, They have ears, but can-
not hear (Psalms 115:6),  »ynwm 51 3wWpn” 23 WaYR — but
with regard to our God it is written, And HASHEM listened
and heard” (Malachi 3:16).  nm5xY qx w21 :4% mx — [The
emperor] said to him, “And has your God a nose?”™"  nx
A X591 0% gx7 2N opnbxa 15 — He replied to [the em-
peror], “Indeed, concerning your gods it is written, They have
a nose, but cannot smell (Psalms loc. cit.), mY N3 WAOR:
"nnna Y nX  — but with regard to our God it is written,
HASHEM smelled the pleasing aroma” (Genesis 8:21).  ="mx
p3w9RY o1 vh ¢ 5 — [The emperor] said to him, “And
has your God hands?”®" x5 o 23 ppnbxa 49 MK
1w — Hereplied to [the emperor], “Indeed, concerning your
godsitis written, Their hands — they cannot feel (Psalms 115:7),
PR IO T X7 2D 9K — but with regard to our God it
is written, Also, My hand has laid the foundation of the earth
(Isaich 48:13)”  paw5K mbx w1 1) :45 mx — [The emperor]
said to him, “And has your God feet?”™  pambNa 19 MK
ma%m 89 ambay 2y — [The child] replied, “Indeed, concern-
ing your gods it is written, Their feet — they cannot walk
(Psalms ibid.), o ai by xama ora pox vy 203 mabrn
— but with regard to our God it is written, His feet will stand
on that day on the Mount of Olives” (Zechariah 14:4). "y
owioxb 113 w1 11 15 — [The emperor] said to him, “And has
your God a throat?”®  »myinya 1m X9 203 nywbxa 5 mx
— [The child] replied to him, “Indeed, concerning your gods
it is written, They cannot utter a sound from their throats
(Psalms ibid.), ~ »x¥' won mam” 203 Wik — but with re-
gard to our God it is written, And speech emanates from His
mouth” (Job 37:2).  mawioxa 9 ntmaa 53 13 wr ox b MK —
[The emperor] said to him, “If all these attributes are present
in your God,*”  mun% Swmy m3 »1m nanx Srwn 1w m wen
2¥71313) ™ My Yxwm — why does He not save you [axid
your brothers] from my hands just as He rescued Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah from the hands of Nebuchadnezzar?"6:1l
PO TN Sxwm i 5 MK — [The child] replied to [the
el;,peror], “Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were meritorious,
ym by ©3 N 7 a7 91 x9N — and Nebuchadnezzar
was a worthy king and thus deserved that a miracle be per-
formed through him.*®  yuiy px mnx Yax — You, however,
are unworthy;*®  omwb nm 1amnnI 1% — and you are able
to kill us only because we have been condemned to death by
[Heavenly decreel.  mipn’ w Dt 1277 WM AKX X DX
— In fact, if you do not kill us, [God] has many other execu-
tioners who can do so:  DWIN NI DMANY 72T DT 13T
mnm 13 Wanw omapy) ormn — He has many bears, many
wolves, many lions and snakes, and many leopards and scor-
pions that can all attack us and kill us. 713 witpa o’ Xhx
17 NK a0 vy 1y X1 — But even so, ultimately the Holy
One, blessed is He, shall exact payment from you [for] our
blood”®  ixy11% »Hy 711 T — Immediately, [the emperor]
decreed upon him that he be put to death.
The Midrash presents the mother’s reaction:
tx 5 mmx — [The child’s] mother said to [the emperor],
WIRWIRI SRIMK) W3 NX N PR UKD 3 — “By the life of your
head, O emperor, give me my son, and I shall embrace him
and kiss him before he is put to death.” 15 mxwyim a% ¥many
35 1npum 71 — They gave him to her, and she presented
him her breasts and nursed him from her milk.®® 5 oy

T 72 0K Aban g e Wk mna — [The mother] then
said to [the emperor], “By the life of your head, O emperor,
kill me first and only afterward put [my son] to death.”®
% vyt wx ey 7% mx — The emperor replied to her, “I
shall not heed [your request], it ix 71wy’ DaINTIND INJY N8N
X oha wAwn X5 132 nx) ink — for it is written in your Torah,
And an ox or a sheep or goat, you may not slaughter it and its
offspring on the same day” (Leviticus 22:28).  motw 15 ymx
o%ivaw — She replied to him, “You great fool! Y3 mamp "33
7252 11 xX5x 7 kWi X5y miyni — Have you already fulfilled all
[God’s] commandments, and this one is the only one you have
left to fulfill?!”™7 iy vHy my ™ — Immediately, [the em-
peror] decreed that [the child] be put to death.*®  nx D)
NP INPama nn voy — At once, the mother threw herself
upon [her child], and she was hugging him and kissing him.
MK TR 72 12 MK DK oTaK S¥K 97 93 45 e — And
she said to him, “My son, go before your father Abraham and
say to him, ‘So has my mother said: X 5y Jny1 mm S
N3 pny! nx mbym nam mma — Do not be prideful and say,
“I built an altar and I offered up my son, Isaac,” 1mx ™3
Tnx oiva ona ayaw anbym ninam yaw 3 — for our mother
built seven altars, and offered up seven sons in a single
day?”  mtyyn a1 1101 X — And tell him further, ‘You [were]
only subjected to a test, while I actually performed a deed!’ ”**

mby ¥ Oy M INPAMM INPYM v 1y — While she was
kissing him and embracing him, [the emperor] decreed death
upon him, and they killed him while he was on [his mother].

The Midrash examines the age of this extraordinary child:
pirn Inix by PRI oman YW 1w 1) — And when he had
been put to death, the Sages calculated the age of that child,
nymay NIYY WYY DR aww) oy nw 13 Xyl — and found
that he was only two years, six months, and six-and-a-half
hours old!®”

The Midrash presents the reaction of the nations of the world:
TR D1V NimIK 52 Yy yw anika — At that time, all the na-
tions of the world cried out and said, ntiy 15x Sw omnbx m
o7 — “What does the God of these people do for them  qow
nyw Y33 vHy pam — that they are willing to be killed for His
sake at all times?”  ni1 % 211 PHy 7 N3 DY — And
concerning [these seven children] it is written, Because for
Your sake we are killed all the time, we are considered as sheep
for slaughter (Psalms 44:23).1%"

The Midrash presents the fate of the mother:

WK ANix munw) o K> — After a number of days that
woman went mad, 21 237 19 190N — and she fell from

the roof and died,*?  ~myawn n7% nbbnrr MK ™ ORY
— thus fulfilling that which is stated, She who gave birth to
seven [children] is distressed, her soul is distraught; her sun set
while it was still daytime (Jeremiah 15:9).  nRIRY NR¥M Yip NN
mmaty oan ox” — And upon the deaths of her children,*” a
Heavenly voice emanated and proclaimed, “The mother of the
children rejoices!”®" (Psalms 113:9).  nnix) nmiy wipn mm
w1913 K 9% Yy — And the Divine Spirit cries out and says,
“Over these do I weep!”
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12. Otzar Ha’Midrashim Chanukah
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They became extremely fearful of the Jews. And one widow was there named Judith. She took her
maidservant and walked to the gates of Jerusalem. She said, "Allow me to exit; perhaps God shall
perform a miracle on my behalf." They opened [the gates] for her and she came before the king. He
asked her, "What is your request?" She responded, "My master! I am the daughter of greats from
Israel, and my brothers are prophets. I have heard that they prophesied that tomorrow Jerusalem shall
fall in your hands, and I rejoiced tremendously." Now, one of his wise men had foreseen through the
stars and declared: "I see that the Jews will repent and you will not overcome them; return to your
place." The king had become infuriated with him and commanded that he be captured. They bound his
hands and feet to hang him near Jerusalem. The king said, "We shall bury him tomorrow, when
Jerusalem falls into our hands." The king believed Judith; he loved her and asked her to marry him.
She said to him, "My master: I am not even fit for one of your servants. Nonetheless, because your
hearts inclines toward this, make a public announcement throughout the camp that whosoever sees two
women walking toward the spring shall not harm them, for I need to walk there to wash myself to
immerse." Immediately they publicized the announcement and she did so. The king made a great party
and they drank and became intoxicated. That Judith went and took his sword, cut off his head, and
spread a sheet over it. She walked with the king's head to the gates of Jerusalem and said, "Open the
gates, for God has already performed a miracle through me." They said to her: "Is it not enough that
you were promiscuous and defiled [yourself] but you have brought conflict to us?" Immediately she
showed them the king's head. When they witnessed it the gates opened, and they emerged and
declared, "Hear O Israel the God our Lord, the God is one." Once the Greeks heard this, they said,
"Tomorrow they will march upon us." They went to the king and found him decapitated. A great terror
fell upon them and they all fled. The Jews chased after them and killed many of them. So may God
speedily exact vengeance against our enemies, and may his salvation come nigh, as it states, "and the
redeemer shall come to Zion."
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There are those who explain that through a
woman that great miracle occurred, and her

name was Judith, as is explained in the Agadah:
Yochanan the high priest had a daughter who
was very beautiful. The Greek king said that she
should lie with him. She fed him a dish of cheese
so that he would become thirsty and drink a lot
and become intoxicated. He lay down and slept.
She took his sword, cut off his head, and brought

him to Jerusalem. And when the enemy's

soldiers saw that their warrior had died, they
fled. Therefore it became customary for them to

prepare a cheese dish on Chanukah.
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R’ Yaakov Emden
1697-1776
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R’ Moshe Sofer
1762-1839

YONDIDE ED3 WHX PMPTS D P 1H> I
O 1o ©b OIS ROH LMHE DD b

DIND LIP3 .05 DYIN DHHIM DMEPD 195 JEpd
DY3WD O3 MH 733 1 073870 DEP MO Db o0}
198 poEn g HE B.IDH3 2D 19 gHE Dan HIPn3
BH 1O 9% O OMH3 > By DD HD b
502 DPI3 177 S DELY B39 IMWE O73EID £ 19
PYON DD O P 20 IF AL D >H
SO%Y PhH 1705 Duf B3 PIDD PY DY B MDD
517 BP9 B I ney b3 9NE M 5 3w
PO3 PO O D 536 o7 Sp Oy wihnE
PHHRE NHY 17D QIO O3 MHN DL DHNED Phn3

H> 330 MDD orpd DNPS TIMIEN DILD B DM
>3 Ot PHY 2IPI OF PH D DHNED PwPs3 P
MY N7 PIsd DD IED DN ,PNSND ONPd PID
oM

oEho o PId WHin L EIMD P A
NHD 5173 DY DM DEE DNE MY NH PoTIp

O 22y LD W Dnd 23 DY o8 oD bsb
D L DD wHNS DM I M O b
DR S ©Y3 9N 357 2P D2 9H3 W HD oL
D0 93D L33 VD W M Y D DPNED
DHNED DN S PY DML oMb B ph L0 D3
ODBD OREDD M7y 2E e3Py DB Wi
ooanh BHY MO Pz DIHD DHD By Wi
DY P DMPTS O 90D By 0D P35 P OIHNE

20. R’ Mayer Twersky
Beis Yitzchak #39

1397 D 9H DHa W D5 ¢ oMy ©OY Y, [
% Py OME M DMH Dnd I ov3 9N
30 03 DD HH D3 DN 1IN DD OIND PREND
¥ O TIP3 D> 31 DED MBS WD M DD
b [Don B3 H3Ww] EIM3 HvhT DHM .D¥Ha
NS O L,OME MY 1D mTp DD B PILD whHiN
N d™y ,pIED WHid oMM OB M 1 0 WP
3En5 250D OYIPN oMM DD whind B3 DM
(0 qHE D71 Hrp M Dm) BYIEI S W ALY
02 IMH3 1D 1 gHE DHun3 PIn ooy 73 MmbT
£I01) ,9000 B3 1Y PIW p3IH3 By Y33 Wwh I
IDRH Y JD BMD3 OV S DEY) B9 WL D3N
DD v DoND31 ,BH PIPTS D D3 PEb3
HYD Ohpp pEd BrENT 10 b H» DS D3 PM
JOVD 3D DB 239 P
973paE on HIPD NHY w0y m > 3Emd YN
PIIDEN DIPT DY ,EME DDODM LIPD TIEN
VINE n7D MEHI3 DEXH3 D4IPD MDD op ,ONDS
D3] 1931 190D MDY W3 H) OH DNDD dh ML=
DHLD HYH MEHY DHMD DNDD M3LH L[H pvp
HOHTOY) DNDD DD 3D PIILEM LD 3]
5D M 565 peD p [370 Hrp ITR] WMIL3
DD OND DMD3 phH H DM ONE 2 D3 DD
7 DM DRE 2 3D M B P O3 jHon
3 2h (N0 D3 MED DH BWYd 73 Wiy
DHDEDD LILD TINEY OPYTS S IWr hTar o>
DIDW D B DM DD Himm op3wdh B2
DD DD I WMMSF MPNT Ond B Lu3p3 HD
ADMSY3

XIMITW 12N0M .71713 AVAWI FWRD AR DWITPI DX 7397 RINNT

191 .ART NYDWR NANN awia WITR DY nnd Y0 1R 2220w 1Y 71vn
DWDI 1707 0127 OX .7NINATA VAW NIPY 2IRY — AWYNT 010 TIND AR
ONIR 71937 ORAW M2 RYX .DINNT AIPYY X7 RY 7 ,A0yDWwa RYY

LRI DITAT W WITR DY Mnk 7177 8a% anmm

2,01910IR 23DY YR 7T AWYNW 2015 07WY PRI PraAYe IR

1797 QWDI NIPONI TOWIT WPV WIRA 13770 DRNNWAT NDIPNIAW 7

173 WROW DI 1Y 0MAMIA (:3) MIND 'oM3A B3 /7 WITRR I DX
JWDI MIVIIRT QW3 1907 791N 1IN Y¥an NRWIA 39IN3w 02110

Page #12




Greeks War on Women — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg — Boca Raton Synagogue

NIPONY RNPWAT WITI NIAR 71020 DI T P02 ARIMN
70°0371 H¥” NDN3 .WH1 NIPON YW NINXIT NANMM 7910 5% ORN7IY WD)
TYWIT 11 D199 TIAYWS PIATIRIMWA 373 ]I 12 INNN 1727 107N
TYWIT 1 NI2PR 7.1 TR TPIMA 02V NN anown? YR JHy Yy
077 D°LDWM V1T DWHWAY DPIN A PIP°AN LRI PIN IMHA AD°pNi
12°R1, NP5 12 IR NY NN PIWRT HIWIN 13D AW NIIRD OIN
TOWR 13971 ,nYI7 9y ©°%apnn PR WK 25WInaw NN NIX O o°pn
(2,07 9272 WI,:T0 RHP) LJ0Y (NP2 D10 ,I192) D2WH VAR
nR DNTRW 0WH WR L,DPNT DR IAPRI ADPNT 1Y N1 3
DUPHRM QPRI 270N LOWAW 7n P XPR NIWYY X D 07IRY 0°D1012°57
Hya PR RWIN NIRI) 70DWNI (1A PIN2 DDA PHY RIMW 7m2 PI
YY1 °¥nY TI0NY 0PI DR CIAPHI MWW D7V .OIP Py X705 DR
. oonrn Yw an1y mppwi Y% Tann pIn Yw awinn oxyw ,anbw

773pN2 ANINR QIR NIAR WAL RO AWITRR 1NN NDRYI

NRIT ANR7 (V2,72:7 0°137) AWITRT AIINT NIPIRY 1937 .Y T2 NTOTH

3 J22% YX NIEWT o pyT .. 1739 TIW PR D°PPRA RN T 0D nytd

aN> 07aPIM LTI PR DAND PIRG 9Y1 Synn oonwa opvRa X 0

NXM QW YW YR NIRRT TINYI NI 07 (1IN P01 R7D)

X2 PPV M1 PIRY DAWH DORINIT 21 ,K¥NI 9D RIIXHN KIM WK
IR NNPRD KPR IRXMI

7Y'T2 NTOPH WAV X /NMIMY ANNRY 7TI0°2 ININKR PR
7,13 DPYRT RIT 70D NYIY ORI ANRY 112 07pRIW IR 19K LYW
YT MW T12N°,1PDI0 PRI NN °YD YR vIYD 1POW HvaY 112NN
190 7327 2own 1237 IR D003 MWRD ,NIMIX NRT — 711K N2
1977 WK D3 MO PRRAY PMIPIND PRRAY LPHRAY WYY 720

JINRM NINDI

NPT DN YW onIeyw 9737 1727 Y 2YaRn Yya 0ronw 1an

TIWBRNI 77INA NYAP LAWITRI NNTIN Py RIw ,72owi P o0

WY1 PPIYS R YOWR My (@w) Y73 PIRAT 127,500 Y vy
oW PI¥Y MWwY? 1903 Y5Wn DR AX *5,025W3a 07PN 1A XOW YN

1%ow .wol NIPOM SW M a ba XIT Yown DI o Hhya Ny
.01 95y Symn IR NI Danw an WNRD IDIAN X7 QIRA YW

22711, nmI% ,0MIT — 0230 72 0PI DOREMNIN 93 PR K 0°92pn 19
wD1 MonY? X1 Yown YvaY 2vow N X1 NI2T7 N0

NPT TN DRNAWAT AP MIPN2 Cnwsw 1Y 19 OXI

,N12977 NITAY ¥1572 RY ,IWHWNH3 J0IWD WD 1701 ,NWKRT .WHI N11°0N3

9072 Sw ,0°pInn nPap YW whl NIPON LTIV oW WITR YV NG XX
own

Page #13




Greeks War on Women — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg — Boca Raton Synagogue

Y1001 0nn NP — wbHl N1on YW OvIDIRG W RN
1727 57 1% IRAN 7T 727 JIAR ROR OPR QWM 07pm — Yown
171 1% oRAA ,ANoN JWn 19902 ,ANNW R 27 IR v ox5DIN

WDl MPon

AT AR MO 12 MR 73 YRY¥A owa 7 XIp ORI
HWw 0IN 9373 ANG TITIRT VI WD T1IYNI W7 HIA)
PR RSW neab Tag wor niwomt pava (PRPa
195 ,wD) NI7°0MA 03 INXY J0M TN AN NMEInN

APPAAT 23V3 MY 0 1IN 191 L7010 XNDDINI RNKT
a0 own wiTe Y WDy T0mbnm wnp 1I8Na 25Yn
X9 PR ROW 7T AW MR 191 PO Py MY
.3 ,1197 NYTAY MM IMIR X911 199 v N 1a5Mna

YW 1212 w1 MTOAY ANNw TRN 37 IR 2T 1IN

XITW 77 15 25w Y03 YW 1213 w1 NIPONI DWIWIN MY YRI 3177
LORNPWAN IPYEAY XN IR YW mwawn nonvisn ATpla Pnw
TAPHA DWIT WO NIP0M YW AT DINNA TIAKDY LAD1INA DN NRY XIM

DP0sn

D Yy WOl N1°0N2 DOWI MITVER DYLAY XIPHAR R1DNONT "1

73PN NI TRbR” YYX DR DPYR ‘7 127 2°N3T (:7R) 771 0N RINAT
7°N137 23X ,N1IN0I2 POY NY PR LDINR L7WORAN N AWRI 71N 712
TNON .WYN ANOM AWIID APAW N 11T 77 POV 1RI ORY WK [0 VI
W1 7Y APPM AT MNOANAA IV A7 PR AP DO10NT nwyn
NPV TPNINYIA [I0R AT 772 YW AT N3 YYDY nIRexImnt nrpIx

.WHl NMPonma

TI¥72 70D 7272 ANNVT 70NN 1% 7930 19X 13727 0°10 OX)
7R Yw oI W’Pm'?'l '|’1YTI'7 J70%17 W W3R AW °n° 7103 127 X

.12 7%

NI7°0m7 NIN2INT NINM INNY 7712 NYRXR IRANI 02D 95 Dy

P M5%n YW a7 2ow 1I0%wI Monn 11T YIn YxIwe Y95 hw wol
T3 57¥1 .wB) NIPOM YW DINN2 (MIVIMY) IPPLIR INPPI DWIT
272p> PYa0n MWma waInptw 70 17 %Y RIP 017 VW Amwnn

=6 Maintaining Taharah. The Quiet,
Feminine Victory of Chanukah &

A hot issue on the table of the Israeli society is
hadrat nashim — the exclusion of women. People
see the chareidi busses, where men and women
are required to sit separately, and say: "Oh, such
chauvinism. Why can't women sit wherever they
want?" They think the separation of women
from men (which is reciprocal) is chauvinism,
hadara, as if women are not wanted at all. What
a sad mistake.

It’s important for me to speak about the hadar of
women, about mehadrin and about hadarah —

2317 MW wannnb

21. Rabbanit Yemima Mizrachi
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the exclusion — of women. We’ve had it up to
here with the latter issue, which has only been
misunderstood and corrupted by the media. Are
we marginalized women? Nope. Are we
mehudarot? We’re nehedarot — we’re fabulous.

As the Sages say about women on Chanukah,
01N IR R N GRW- They, too, were part of
that miracle.® In other words, you’re mistaken if
you think that Chanukah was all about the
Maccabees and the flask of oil. The women also
caused the miracle.

Every year | say, They, the men, were also part of
the miracle. The women are the big stars of
Chanukah, and the men — well, OK, they
participated, too. It all started with the daughter
of Matityahu the Kohein Gadol (there are a few
versions to this story concerning her identity),
who on her wedding night had to first be taken
by the Seleucid governor. All the Jewish girls had
to do that before they could marry their
sweethearts. And Matityahu’s daughter, all
dolled up, as she was being led to the governor’s
villa, stopped suddenly and took off all her
clothing.

“Hussy! Brazen girl!” everyone was horrified.
"Where is your tznius?"

“Good morning!” she retorted. “Jewish girls have
been subject to horrible violations such as this
for a year and a half, but since it’s happening
behind closed doors, you don’t care. You only
wake up when someone does the same thing in
the street?”

“You're right,” they said. They stormed the
governor’s palace and killed him, and the revolt
began.

We’re also used to thinking that the heroine of
the revolt was Yehudit, the beautiful widow who
caught the eye of Holofernes, the Seleucid

military commander. She fed him dairy to put
him to sleep, and beheaded him as he lay there.
She put the head in a bag and brought it back to
Yerushalayim.

“Did it work?” everyone asked.

“Here.” She handed them the bag.

They stuck the head on a spear atop the city wall
and celebrated a victory.

Chanukah also celebrates a feminine victory.
Yehudit, too, was part of the miracle. But she
wasn’t the real star. Girls, the real stars of
Chanukah were the women , women whose
names we don’t know, but who risked their lives
for the mitzvah of taharah. When the Hellenists
prohibited women going to the mikveh, those
women collectively assumed responsibility for
the integrity of the entire people and risked their
lives to go anyway.

We know all about the manifest masculine
victory: DWwON T2 P ,D'0YN D1 DY NM—
You gave the many into the hand of the few; the
mighty in the hand of the weak. That's the
masculine triumph of Yehudah HaMaccabee, his
brothers, and the Jews who fought those wars.
Whereas the true feminine victory is concealed:
o"MINv A RNV NM— You gave the impure
into the hand of the pure. The ones who held
aloft the banner of taharah, who ensured that
tahor babies would continue to be born into
Israel, were the women. Ever since, women have
risked their lives for this incredible mitzvah.

During the time of the Hellenists, because the
women were so devoted to the mitzvah of
taharah, a miracle happened — for each one, a
spring opened up beneath her home so she
could easily immerse herself. In the words of the
Midrash:
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