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In Honor of the Bat Mitzvah
of my Daughter Tamar

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
Boca Raton Synagogue
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Af Hein Hayu B’oso Ha'Neis — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

I11.

VL.

Source of Af Hein - R’ Yehoshua ben Levi
a. Shabbos 23a - Ner Chanukah

b. Megillah 4a - Megillah

c. Pesachim 108a - Arba Kosos

Chidush
a. Tosafos - without this rule to obligate, they would be exempt because of mitzvas aseh she’hazman gerama
b. Griz (Erchin 3a) - Does af hein remove the exemption of zman gerama or it remains zman gerama but it is an
exceptional obligation?
i. Avadim she’einam meshuchrarim - if zman gerama exemption is removed they are obligated as well.
If it remains but this is an exception, the exception doesn’t apply to avadim only nashim.
c. Minchas Asher disagrees with Griz

What Does Af Hein Mean?

Rashi - Yevanim were gozeir on women and a woman was catalyst of miracle

Rashbam

Ran - The daughter of Rav Yochanan Kohen Gadol

Tosafos - af hein means they were also at great risk and were saved.

Nafka mina

i. Beis Yosef (589:1) - avadim einam meshuchrarim who were mal and taval and obligated in mitzvos

like a woman. If the reason of obligation is because they were threatened, avadim also threatened.
If the reason is because of catalyst for miracle, they are exempt.

oao0 o

Why Not Af Hein With Other Mitzvos?
a. Rabbeinu Tam women are obligated in shalosh seudos because of af hein with the miracle of the mann.
i. Maharam (siman 473) disagrees and says there was no direct threat so reason doesn’t apply
ii. Mishna Berura 291:26 - halacha I'maaseh
Chassam Sofer - Why aren’t women obligatd in tefillin which is zecher I'neis of Egypt and they too benefited?
Tosafos (megillah 4a) what about matzah? Why must we learn it from chametz, why not af hein hayu?
Tosafos (Pesachim 108b) - what about Sukka? Why are women exempt, what happened to af hein?
Perhaps these questions led Rashi to conclude that af heim refers to women being catalyst of the miracle, not
beneficiaries of it.
Tosafos answers that af hein only works to obligate in a mitzvah derabonon but not deorysa.
i. BirkeiYosefo.c.473:15 - af hein works on a mitzvah deorysa but only enough to create a chiyuv
derabanon.
g. Rabbi Soloveitchik in name of his father Rav Moshe
i. Harerei Kedem #173 and Igros Ha’Grid 91-92
ii. Afhein doesn’t apply to any mitzvah that commemorates a miracle. It only applies if the mitzvah
includes an obligation to publicize the miracle.

P oo
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What about Hallel?

a. Tosafos - women are exempt from Hallel on sukkos and shavuos because of zman gerama but obligated on
pesach because of 4 kosos.

b. Rav Ovadia (Yechaveh Da’as 1:78) has a similar idea to the Rav to explain why women aren’t obligated in
Hallel because of af hein.

Nature of chiyuv of af hein
a. Canawoman be motzi a man in megillah?
i. Rambam (hilchos megillah 1:1-2) doesn’t distinguish man from woman
ii. Behag (Tosafos sukkah 38a) - woman cannot be motzi a man in megillah. What about Chanukah?
b. Canawoman be motzi a man in hadlakas neiros? Is megilla that archetype or Chanukah?
i. Rav Lichtenstein three possibilities:
1. Megilla and Chanukah are the same. If woman can be motzi in megillah they can in
Chanukah
2. Generally women can be motzi men because of af hein, but megillah is an exception and
women can't.
3. Afhein creates a lower level chiyuv and never allows a woman to be motzi a man in either
megilla or Chanukah.
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1. Shabbos 23a
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6. Minchas Asher
Moadim page 181
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7. Rashi Shabbos
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16. Hareirei Kedem
Rav in name of R’ Moshe

15. Tosafos
Megiffa 4a
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