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Aws: 99my mavmn x57 19m wx) — And from where do
we [know] that [a woman] is not obligated to teach her-
self Torah? =a7e% ~onme®, 237 — For it is written:

V'limad’tem™ {(“you shall teach”), which can also be read as

:63 (e X @ ul’mad’tem (“you shall study”). This leads us to formulate the
! following principle:  1ma%% payn o nxw 53 — Anyone whom

tlD’O"vN! others are commanded to teach’"” ¥y nx Y% maxn — is

likewise commanded to teach himself; Pn¥n mnx PRY 73
ymY%y — and anyone whom others are not commanded to
teach mayy nx %5 muyn pr — is not commanded to teach
himself.'® Hence, since a woman is not someone whom her father
[“others™] is commanded to teach, it follows that she is not
required to teach herself.

This derivation. in turn, rests on the premise that a woman
need not be taught Torah by her parents. The Gemara now
derives the source for this:

3 nm’;‘; TNYY 20K PRY 112 ~ And from where do we [know]
that others are not required to teach her? x-p "nax7 — For
the verse states:™ ~opwua-nxonxona®y, — Youshall teach

- them to your sons, B21M13 X9 — which implies that you must
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And their opinion is unacceptable for a number of
reasons. The Torah itself (as interpreted in the
Gemara) shouts’ to us “And you shall teach your
sons”’ and not your daughters. So how could women
possibly say “Who has commanded us” or “Who has
given us [the Torah]”? Clearly, the matter must be
explained according to what is written in Tosafot ar_\d
the other poskim, that women are permitted to recite
a bracha whenever they choose to perform a Mitzvat

Asei SheHazman Grama (positive commandment
performed at a particular time). Although the Rabbis ‘
have taught “whoever teaches his daughter Torah it
is as if he has taught her tiflut,”" this statement was
only made in connection with the Oral Torah.




’@m @) #ar4

NI

<"1:fm Yy Pp

4 4\ - v, 1\‘| =i
! - 3 . - v ma i el
03 15 1ot) pavp orh 2zhy (12] ('m0 o253 2uf) Bphy ©InID S s B0 p3vh PA Ll
~ V-1) Lides Be “ " ’ o .
=3 %00 pphn e pees Shosd b sk panp o m NS0
’ !
* !

& N\ amare
of |l it Afn /rapy mamam) amn
(a"ser RpT B2 M MIN0ONT :

P () smak
A man must teach his daughters the mitzvot, the
Piskei Halachot. Concerning what was said that
whoever teaches a woman Torah it is as if he taught
her tiflut, this refers to the depth of the Talmud, the
rationale of the mitzvot, and the secrets of the Torah.
These are not taught to a woman or a child

However, she should be instructed in the laws of the
mitzvot. If she is ignorant of the laws of Shabbat
how can she possibly observe it, and similarly with
all the mitzvot. We find that in the days of
Chizkiyahu, the king of Judah, men, women, .and
children knew the laws of sacrifices and ritual

purity.

The Mishnah states that the waters’ effects are sometimes deferred:

mar A7 v ox — If she had a merit, =% n%m nmn — it would hold her punishment in abeyance.™ nor e
nnx W R — There can be one merit that holds the punishment in abeyance for one year; mnw i niswe
o1y — there can be another merit that holds the punishment in abeyance for two years; w5 n%in moy v
a1V — and there can be another merit that holds the punishment in abeyance for three years.”” 13 mx jxan
X1y — From here Ben Azzai says: 771n 1n3 ny Y% o1 20 — A man is obligated to teach his daughter
Torah,™ nnwnaxy — sothatif she drinks #% n%1n MW v1n — she will realize that merit can hold her
punishment in abeyance.” amx 21y7%% 137 — R’ Eliezer says:  mivon meth (5x2) nim wna mbmn b —
Whoever teaches his daughter Torah (is as though he) teaches her physical intimacy.” —mxyyimmai-R’
Yehoshua says: ni%am) 3p3 Mwx n¥in — A woman prefers one kav and physical intimacy pap aywnn
MYs — over nine kavs and abstinence.?¥

The Gemara quotes the next section of our Mishnah to
elaborate on it:
NE 22T 92 IR ON 137191 N Trbb g7 v WRIY I3 IR
NOD'R ATRYR AN N2 — BEN AZZAI SAYS: A MAN IS OBLIGATED
TO TEACH etc. [his daughter Torah]. R’ ELIEZER saYS: WHOEVER
TEACHES HIS DAUGHTER TORAH TEACHES HER PHYSICAL INTI-
_MACY.
The Gemara questions R’ Eliezer’s statement:
10¥T X290 mbotn ~ Can it enter your mind that R’ Eliezer
calls Torah “physical intimacy’* 21
The Gemara therefore revises the statement:
N5 Y s xark X9 — Rather say that R’ Eliezer means
that one who teaches his daughter Torah is ““as if’’ he taught her
physical intimacy.?
The Gemara analyzes R’ Eliezer’s view:
3X7137 K% — R’ Abahu said; 119X 1397 X0v0 1% — What
is R’ Eliezer’s reason (i.e. Scriptural basis)? mg';n-u.x,, 203
TRY NIV — For it is written:® I [the Torah) d;n iz;isdoﬁz;f
dwell with cunning, implying that nqxa TR0 P T —
once the. wisdom of Torah enters a person; m):m:'w my .:1t-:::J
- cunning enters him,'* ‘ o
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3] saw fraudulence in the prop

hets of Samaria; the rophesi
Baal and misled My people Israel, oy ey (e

"“and | see disgrace among the prophets
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A wealthy and educated woman once
:sked K. Eliezer an incisive question regarding the chapter in the
“orah which relates the story of the Golden Calf. He replied that
There is no wisdom in women except with the distaff (spinning
vheel).” The Rabbi’s son, Hyrcanus, reminded his father that
rerhaps it would have been better to answer her question since she
vas in the habit of giving a large annual tithe to their family (who

were Leviim). In response, R. Eliezer stated, “"Let the words of the
Torah be burnt, but they will not be handed over to a woman.””
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A woman who studies Torah is rewarded, but not to
the same degree -as is a man, for she is not
commanded and anyone who does that which he is

not commanded to do, does not receive the same -

reward as one who is commanded, but only a lesser

reward. However, even though she is rewarded, the )
Sages commanded that a man must not teach his

daughter Torah. This is because the mind of the
majority of women is not disposed to study and they
will turn the words of Torah into words of nonsense
according to their limited understanding. Our sages
said that anyone who teaches his daughter Torah is to
be considered as if he had taught her her trivial and
unimportant things. What were they referring to?
The Oral Torah. However, the Written Torah should
not be taught before the fact (lechatchila), but if he

has taught her, it is not considered as if he has taught
her tiflut.

(2) /'P!)’E @ézéwm/

RITNR3 P71 Xp ma a0 o1 139 — R’ Yose the Galilean was
going down a road, mM3% Andwx - when he met
Berurigh.® na% wpx ~ He asked her, 115% 3%1 777 w2 —
“Which is the road we take to Lod?”” mY mqnx — She said to
him, w5153 — “Foolish Galilean, 23n 1% 72 XY -
did not the Sages say: nwxi oy amw m37n 5% — DO NoT
INDULGE IN EXCESSIVE CONVERSATION WITH A WOMAN.%6! 25 mmy
7% — You should have said, 715 nnx3 - ‘Which to Lod™!”
The Gemara records another incident involving Beruriah,
which introduces a series of teachings on the importance of
studying the Torah out loud:
Xm0 xy11y mnmawx mn3 — Beruriah encountered a
certain student nwM53 ©M3 Xp M7 — who was reviewing
his studies quietly. L

m3 nyvs — She kicked him. % 7ur — She §aid to him,
23 '1: x5 — “Is the following not written in Scripture:
mmwi Y3 191y, — Arranged in all and secure?W  nzvMyox
q‘?\g; Vi:;'x;:g:-n";aﬂa' — If your learning is arranged in a%l your two
hundred and forty-eight limbs,” napnwn — thenit is secure
and will not be forgotten; %% bx) — but if not, nPRYRANK
— it is not secure and will be forgotten.”®
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said to him, @w773% x5 obY XY por px ~ “We do
not expound the Book of Yochasin either to residents of Lod or
to those of Nehardea, Xy737:3 93010 Ti%n NXT 12w 931 —
and certainly not in this case, where you are from Lod
and your dwelling place is in Nehardea.,”® y1xy mmpp -
Eventually, however, [R’ Simlai] pressured him and he
agreed. w7 nwbws aminn mY ey - [R’ Simlai] said to
him, “Let us learn it in the course of three months.”  x5p Ypw
ma pns — [R’ Yochanan] took a clod of earth and threw it at
him. m"% 7px — He said to him, @77 mn027 Az
TN 12 MU 7T A2 1k — “Now if Beruryah, the wife
of R’ Meir and the daughter of R’ Chananyah ben Teradyon,
Xpia XDDyRY "ge nn XunT — who would learn three
hundred rulings a dav xnua7 nxn nbon - from three
hundred different masters, n%nanann ANy X5 MmN

‘ 11w —~ nevertheless did not fulfill her obligation (i.e. she was
unable to complete her study of this work) in three years, nx
MY KNN3 Ny — do you say that you want to finish it in
three months!”
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The minds of most women (rov) are not adapted to

-be taught Torah. However, if a woman has taught

herself, it is apparent to us that she is no longer
included in the category of rov (most) women.
Therefore, the Rambam wrote that she is rewarded.
This refers to a woman who has studied Torah
properly and consequently will not turn the words of
the Torah into words of nonsense. A father is
forbidden to teach his daughter Torah lest she turn
the words of Torah into words of nonsense since he
does not know what lies in her heart.
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I have seen it fit at this point to copy something that
[ have found written in an old, rare sefer called
Maayan Ganim written by R. Shmuel ben Elchanan
Yaakov Rekavalti, in which the author addresses a
letter to a certain “educated” woman concerning the
heter of women to study Torah: “The statement of
our Rabbis, Whoever teaches his daughter Torah is
considered as if he has taught her tiflut’, is perhaps
referring to a father who teaches his daughter while
she is still young and impressionable and tends to
understand everything in a literal sense. Certainly, in
such a case there is reason to apply the warning since
most women are frivolous and spend their time
involved in trival things ... However, those women,
whose hearts have motivated them and brought them
closer to the work of G-d as a result of their own
choice to do what is right, may ascend the mountain
of G-d and dwell in His holy place. These women are
considered exceptional and the Torah sages of their

generation must encourage, strengthen, and direct
them ... Carry out your plans and succeed, and from
Heaven you will be helped.”
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- It would seem to me that this (prohibition) is only at
those times of history when everyone lived in the
place of his ancestors and the ancestral tradition was
very strong for each individual, and this motivated
him to act in the manner of his forefathers as it is
written, “Ask your father and he will tell you.” In
this situation we can say that women may not study
Torah and she will learn how to conduct herself by
emulating her righteous parents. However, nowadays,
when the tradition of our fathers has become very
weakened and it is common for people not to live in
the same place as their parents, and women learn to
read and write a secular language, it is an especially
great mitzvah to teach them Bible and the traditions
and ethics of our sages like Pirkei Avot and Menorat
HaMaor and the like, so that the truth of our holy
heritage and religion will become evident to them;
otherwise, Heaven forbid, they may deviate entirely
from the path of G-d and violate all the precepts of
the Torah.s3

NN ADLL lenas M3l 3
RODHT OMT WYR YT Aman TP 2T

WY M3 ~ What, indeed, did Chizkiah do to promote Torah
study? -y VI na nnp by aan Y¥1 — He thrust a
sword over the entrance of the study haﬁ, and said: 53
TN POW XY M — “Whoever does not engage in the
study of Torah, 3703 IP7 — shall be pierced by this
sword!”
The Gemara recounts:

Y3V X2 1 172 1973 — In the end, Chizkiah’s efforts were so
successful that they searched from Dan to Beersheba, ie.
from one end of Eretz Yisrael to the other, YIRT oY Ixyn ’Sy
~ and did not find a single uneducated pei":u;n, ‘i.e. a Jew
not versed in the Torah; PIPWIX W N2am — and [they
searched] from Gevas to Antiprasin hm:’h) P Ikyn XSy
AYX1 K — and did not find a boy or girl, man or woman

7YY e M25A3 PRepa 1 XYW — who was not conversant
with even the complex laws of ftumah and taharah.® 1mix 50
JBIX X3 M7 ~ And it is concerning this generation of Chiz.
kiah that [Scripture] states: x3m7 oia M, — It shall come
fo pass on that day "\ ""1X¥*0WI 132 N9y vk < that
(every] man will raise a heifer of the herd and fwo 8héép ete.i®
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The Sages commanded us not to teach women
Mishnayot which is Torah SheBaal Peh and falls
under the category of tiflut. Therefore, we should
“prevent women from studying it. Only Pirkei Avot,
which deals with matters of morals and ethical
behavior, should be taught to women in order to
inspire in them love of Torah as well as noble
characteristics.  Other  tractates may not be
taught.ss

Den MY RYD O7amN AT, MMTn Iy b
naab by PRY K7y 3 a7 Avea R7ID peD AR
TN ] MR ATt Ywow phmm RN IR AN
T omben AT WR oansaw A DUVAY
TN RWD DPITR B70% b5 PR AT o Awndbe

armd xs m omb xST mmon ux avvaw
maR oo PN omn aviebd e ph mben
aTmb? T ME DLAN 0w OPIY RINT Owon |
®% bax maw mmh amn naaxd sy teena
T332 W WPR AMOTIT BT MINI0ET WD

a9y ey DR AN 7T aTnsy

PWYITE Non a7



