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The Gemara quotes a Baraisa which describes these praises:
1337 n — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: ommix 1m w?
1NNRY DK Twna K5 N9 R — SOME OF THEM WOULD SAY:
“HAPPY IS OUR YOUTH, WHICH DID NOT SHAME OUR OLD AGE.”
MWyR WK1 o1on 19X — THESE were the PIOUS MEN AND MEN OF
GOOD DEEDS.” 111119 NX T193W 1ANRT MWK DMK e wn
~ WHILE SOME OF THEM WOULD SAY: “HAPPY IS OUR OLD AGE,
WHICH HAS ATONED FOR OUR misspent YOUTH.”B! bya oy
T2WnN — THESE WERE PENITENTS, who became pious later in life.
15 51 2w RURY M1 XLR X5W N MWK DMK YRR ~ BOTH
OF THESE WOULD SAY: “HAPPY IS HE WHO NEVER SINNED; BUT as for
HE WHO HAS SINNED, LET HIM REPENT AND BE FORGIVEN."
xun — It was taught in a Baraisa:  1p13 590 by by 1mg —
THEY SAID OF HILLEL THE ELDER M3 nnew3 may mmwa
T2XW — THAT WHEN HE WOULD REJOICE AT THE CELEBRATION
OF THE PLACE OF THE [WATER] DRAWING 12 "nX — HE WOULD
SAY THE FOLLOWING: X2 923 |X2 "X DX — IF I AM HERE, ALL

ARE HERE; ]XD M X3 2K OX) — BUT IF I AM NOT HERE, WHO IS
HERE?!4
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% And God said, “Let us make Man * in Our image, after Our liceness. They shall
rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and over the animal, the whole
earth, and every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. "27 So God created Man
in His image, in the image of God* He created him; male and fernale He created
them.
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37 X AT 27 s — Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav:
m‘;w;'mn 7132 Wit x73w M 93 — Every creature that the
Holy One, Blessed is He, created in His world, 73pn 131
ox13 — He created them both male and female.  wm 1o ax
r_v'*\';' _ Also the Leviathan, the straight snake, wm3 1nn%
nnYpy — and the Leviathan, the curved snake, 12p» 13
ox12 — [God] created male and female. MY Ny PR RN
- If'they would mate together and bear offspring 53 ponmm
Y13 o ~ they would destroy the whole world.'? nwym
X1 3 wipn — What did the Holy One, Blessed is He, do, so
that they should not beget offspring? 1317 nx vY® — He
castrated the male® as soon as it was created, 7333 37 -
and He killed the female xab Tiny% opry? anym - and
salted it to preserve it as food for the righteous in the time to
come, TMXIW — asitsays: /D13 MWRIINITARANIL, — And
He killed the éerpent that was in the sea.!
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X7y 37 w17 — Rav Avira expounded:  nvmipTy¥ 23 13W3 b3 K¥BI TR A DI 2B 3D TIR DONNART

217 1mx3 1w — In the merit of the righteous women who
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were in that generation, D¥nn Sx7w oxa1 — Israel was - ¥ et

redeemed from Egypt.® o 21wy mavmy nywa — When MY KT napanw TN mx'7 oy 9901 Ny
(the women] would go to draw water, mm RIT T2 Wpa S5 W R 7272 OoRTAT TER 127% MWy
ya122 Tawp @7 a2 — the Holy One, Blessed is He, would 0570 DA WX OSW R IANT D X DTN
prepare small fish for them in their jugs. @m T¥MR MAXW) SS55 FT RS 70N w2 amtw axoIad IR

on7 nymm — And when they would draw up the jugs, they
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would be half full of water and half full of fish® mx: P IR AT

nv1p 1w ninow) — They would come and place two pots on o1 Wy D3 AR 22w AR P napdl 731 MaAn
top of the oven, D27 5W NAX) TMn 5w nnx — one full of hot SwRI D PYR N1 RINI OWRI Wwn N X2

water and one full of the fish, ~ T1¢' [7273 59 IR = Ryn1 WK Tava pon X 72%2 INRITOR¥M
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64. "1 wix 11 XY nYRIY — AND OF THESE, THERE WAS NOMAN, ETC.,  @'W31 %Y 3x — but upon the
women ns'vnm n713 771 X5 — the decree of the Spies? was not decreed,’  naamm w1 17w 8%

yaxia nx — for they held the land precious.

ormr owiRd ~ The men said, Wy wxamn,

+myn — “Let us appoint a leader and let us return to Egypt,”*  nymx owin — but the

women said, 5'mnx 1% mn,, — “Give us a possession.”

s1xa% oYy N3 nwe nanel 3% —

This is why the passage dealing with the daughters of Zeiophehad is put next to a verse which says

that those guilty of the sin of the Spies died here.®
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Our Rublns taught: These? are the rulings of Rabbi. R. Simeon
b. Eleazar stated, The age limits that were assigned to the girl
aPPlYV“’ the boy while those assigned to the boy apply to the girl.®
R~ Efisda stated: What is Rabbi's reason? Because it is written
in Scripture. Aud the Lord God built? the rib'> which teaches that
the Tloly One. bicssed be He, endowed the woman with more
understanding *“than the man. And the other?!*—He requires
that text Tor the vame deduction as the one made by Resh Lakish,
for Resh Likish citing R. Simeon b. Menasya stated, And the
Lard God bualt the rib which he took Jrom the man into @ woman, and he
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brOIf;(/!l her unto the mun,+ teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He.
plaited Fve's hair and then brought her to Adam, for in the sea-
towns they deseribe net-work as bingatha.? But what is R. Simeon
b. l'-l'!-'dlar\ reason? —R. Samuel son of R. Isaac replied: As a
boy frecuents the house of his teacher his subtlety’ develops
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The third of the five “worlds™"

W IR TIS 93003 MK YR PR - He nursed from his
mother’s breasts, and gazed upon her breasts, and he spoke
songs of praise regarding that time. @ aapw -~ For it is
stated:® 1bmatba MawnHRITITNK WG, - Bless, my
soul — [bless]Hashem’Andforget not all His nurturing. xn
+myma-93,, — What is meant by all His nurturing? 37 70X
mz2x — R’ Abahu said: This nurturing refers to the sustenance
provided an infant from his mother's breasts. 271 A7 oWy
a3 opna — King David offers praise that [God] fashloned
Breasts for [a woman] opposite the place of insight, i.e.
opposite the heart.!®!
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The Gemara discusses the seriousness of adultery:
xapy 131 vy —- R Akiva expounded:

forbidden relations with others,

not merit it, i.e. they are unfaithful to the marriage,
— then fire consumes them.'
The Gemara expands this teaching:
x37 K — Ravasaid:  wxTn Xomy nwxT — And the wife's
ﬁrve.is stronger than the husband's.”™™ (Xpyv Rn — What is
the reason?) §1y¥n X1 — Because the letters representing the
fire of [the woman] are joined, 77¥» X9 'R7) — whereas the
letters representing the fire of {the man] are not joined.®
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12911127 70K) — And R’ Chelbo said: 11333 7y 07 X BYvh
ingx — A person must always be careful about his wife's
honor, tnwx Y3 KoK o7x HY 113 qIn3 XN N33 PRY -
because blessing is found in a person’s house only on account
of hiswife. ‘/m713p2 21w DR, MRIY — Asit is stated:Ds
And he [Pharaoh] treated Avram well on her [Sarah’s] account.
Ry 3% k37 1Y MKy 2y - And this is what Rava meant
when he told the people of Mechoza: ~ ¥ '3 12MYh 1IN
mnynny — Honor your wives in order that you may become
wealthy.

TR WK — A
husband and wife, 31 — if they merit it, i.e. they abstain from
ypaneow — thenthe Divine

Presence is present between them."® 121 K% — But if they do
109K UK

" rise up and hear my voice;
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Greater is the promise that the Holy One, Blessed is He, made
to the women than to the men, IR — as it is stated:
B YRV "I NIKY 23, — You women that are at ease,
INIRR NG MIRY3 Nua - you
confident daughters, give ear to my speech. 53

Answering his own question,* Rav explains the special merit
of women:
x1w1121% 37 MY mx -~ Ravsaid to R’ Chiya: 1131 RR3 DWw)
- Through what deeds do women indeed merit eternal life?

xnwn3a Y wmma mapxa — Through going to the trouble of
bringing their children to the synagogue to learn Scripture,®!
1:37 1311722 Mnx31 —~ and through sending their husbands
to the study hall*® to learn Mishnah and Gemara, Al
1337720 KT 1 ¥11122% — and for waiting for their husbands
until they come home from the study hall.’5"

1!




(M fkmﬂ) [ 6!pﬁ @ Minaa sk

NOR 01712 "RW 22D Mxnn 23V 0TV 0MI0PT OV 2w 0NN R 1139 1 2
Q™M DY NI X OXR TONRT DR TR0 0 IR RIIBT T35 piiinisinia Sé’ﬂ ﬂJTTT?Wn;Ti:J?Ux'I?T;J;;
TNTN PR 135 - TIVA 101,71 323 TP NN YUPT 1917132 DU 379 MmN oM ook oPT o
13922 T INRM 1393 QU3 INRM 103 WY DR 1303 D23 MR 037 M3 o owwwn "IZDJ
DR DRMT oW 139 DR T InRM ;7132 DV NN370 RO MM R ,aMw"23 03% D‘P"Ixﬁ D3N
1322V NN RO 1M RAnt 13 701" QW TTUOR 137 IR 12D OX 7T ONRM ORTIaD 0T 125
,1'11&7“) D277 AR 1277903 MR 3T ARN3 09D ;01 DW 12137 1A MDD MR T3S "POS} oV
= JI'T‘? R - 939 DV NRN2Aw 1991 o SIIRDD MWYD 097 0D oo [ amo e’ WD 0N

120 2220M KW OYR 1890 0T nton MM ATYOR 737 N .03 P 1’:1 PR inlYinlnpml

Rav  Hirscld
CN-CD AP g9 erip an

We have already remarked on V.42 that women are not obliged

to live in"the Succa. Succoth is 2 X273 12170 7@y M3n a command which

. only applies to a certain fixed time, and such, as a rule, do not apply to
‘ women. Thus women are free from the duty of ,mx3 jmaan ney 1Pen
amw 2% 0w, Exceptions to the rule are: Anmw *apa oy nos nrm.

The exceptions are nearly as many as the rule. When we consider that
Sabbath and Pesach are the two greatest institutions of the Torah recurring

from time to time, and that for both of them women are duty bound to
observe not only the negative commands 738%13 MOR and yon MO but also
the positive ©17p, (M21) of Sabbath, and noo and n3¥» of Pesach, and that,
equally so, although free from X7 and Man they nevertheless have the
duty of participating in the three great national festival gatherings by w*o
annv (see nweown Kiddushin 34.b.) and also in the great national gathering
of every seventh year, %3pn, their being freed from other =tiw oy M2
X272 can most certainly not be on account of their being considered in any
way of lesser worthiness or importance. But it seems to us to be rather much
more likely that the Torah did not impose these M32 on women because

it did not consider themn necessary 1o be demanded from women. All
XBI1 1219 MY¥n are meant, by symbolic procedures, to bring certain facts,
principles, ideas and resolutions, afresh to our minds from time to time to
spur us on afresh and to fortify us to realise them to keep them. God's
Torah takes it for granted that our women have greater fervour and more
faithful enthusiasm for their God-serving calling, and that this calling runs
less danger in their case than in that of men from the temptations which
occur in the course of business and professional life. Accordingly it does
not find it necessary to give women these repeated spurring reminders to
remain true to their calling, and warnings against weaknesses in their
business lives. Thus, at the very origin of the Jewish People, God's fore-
sight did not find it necessary to ensure their bond with Him by giving
women some permanent symbol in place of the Mila for men. So, also, at
the Lawgiving on Sinai, God reckoned first of all (Ex. XIX.3)) on the
faith and devotion of the women. So also, the Jewish Nation has established
the fact—and all our generations have inherited it—that in all the sins into
which our nation has sunk, it has been N2 2w 0w, the faithfulness
of our women to their convictions and sense of duty which has preserved
and nurtured the seed of revival and return. Women are free from the duty
of X3 and n2nn because the open public national gathering of the nation
as the representatives of the Torah which the gathering about the Sanctuary
of the Torah means, primarilv belongs to the metier of the men.
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7 The fear of HAsHE# is the beginning of knowledge; foolish ones scormn wisdom i B SE
and discipline. * ® Hear, my child, the discipline of your father, and do not forsake
the teaching of your mother. 2 For they are an adormment of grace for your head
and a chain for your neck.




