Four Entered the Pardes:
What Happened and What Does it Mean for Us?
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L. Four Entered the Pardes
a. Where is the pardes?
i. Mentioned in tanach in three places
ii. Rashi - they ascended to the heaven
iii. Tosafos - they entered a meditative state
iv. Rambam
v. R’ Moshe De Leon - Pardes = peshat, remez, derash, sod
vi. R’ Avraham Abulafia - Pardes = paradise
b. Why did they go?
i. Megaleh Amukos - parallel with four sons
ii. Shelah - four entered vineyards
iii. Rabbeinu Chananel - they prepared to go
iv. Ben Yehoyada - wanted to correct the sin of Adom

I1. What Went Wrong? Take one
a. Ben Azzai - Other Worldly
i. Sota - described as diligent scholar
1. Rashi - he was always studying
ii. Yevamos - didn’t marry, so in love with Torah
iii. Berachos - see Ben Azzai in a dream will lead to piety
b. Ben Zoma - Scholar but lacked piety
i. Avos - wisdom, wealth and strength
ii. Berachos - see him a dream will achieve wisdom
iii. R’ Todros Abulafia - grounded but lacked great piety
1. Avos - learning greater than action...
c. Acheir - lost balance
i. R’Tzaduk Ha'’Kohen - combination of yichud elyon and yichud tachton
ii. Rav Dessler
d. R’ Akiva- Had itall
e. Who can learn Kabbalah?
i. Rama, Shach, Vilna Gaon
ii. Rav Ovadia Yosef, Rav Menashe Klein - must be grounded in halacha
iii. Ba’al Shem Tov - chassidus will promote Kabbalah
iv. Minchas Elazar - learn Kabbalah to bring Moshiach
v. Rav Lichtenstein

II. What Went Wrong? Take Two
a. Ben Azzai - looked and died
i. Rashi - wanted to understand secret of why bad things happen to good people
b. Ben Zoma - looked and lost mind
i. Rashi - studied secrets of creation
c. Acheir - uprooted trees
i. Maharsha - couldn’t reconcile so saw multiple gods
d. Rebbe Akiva - entered and exited complete and in peace
i. Rashi - learned secrets of reward and punishment but emerged complete
e. History
i. They all lived after destruction of 2nd Beis Ha’'Mikdash, saw failed Bar Kochva revolt and
suffered Hadrianic persecution. They entered pardes to understand suffering.
ii. Only one known by his name, is Rebbe Akiva
f.  Rebbe Akiva optimism and faith
i. Chida - Lag Ba’omer is Rebbe Akiva starting again
ii. Stories from Berachos, Sanhedrin and Makkos
iii. Student of R’ Nachum Ish Gam Zu
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1. Chagiga 14b 2. Shir Ha’Shirim 4:13
1371 10 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 10313) nMy3Ix hapnlansy . o
177 ¥9%) ©1783 — There were FOUR who ENTERED THE sublime oy oW L’D TO?W > (DN
ORCHARD,"™ AND THEY ARE {THE FOLLOWING:] Nt 121 Xy |3 |73 - 1DOTN"0Y D92 DN M2

N2'PY 127) X — BEN AZZAIL BEN ZOMA,"¥ ACHER™ AND R’ AKIVA.
X2y 27 oab k. — Before they entered, R’ AKIVA SAID TO
THEM, as a warning: 7470 Wiy %ax Y¥X Pyvn onxws — WHEN

Your arid fields are as a pomegranate
orchard with sweet fruit, henna and

(211 : spikenard.

YOU REACH NEAR THE PURE MARBLE STONES,"” RM,, 1MNRA I?JS

@ — DO NOT SA'Y, “There isl\?f':xTER here, there is WATEI.{ herel! 3. Kohelles 25

How can we continue further?”  mmpw naw,, "Ry own

yy g 1i2"KY — BECAUSE IT SAYS: A practitioner of deceit , . :
shall not dwell within My house; A SPEAKER OF LIES SHALL NOT ’5 meYa L D‘D-P '? ‘ﬁIJIQJ mpgho]
ABIDE BEFORE MY EYES.™  nm) y'¥n NIy 19 — BEN AZZAI -‘7_?, Yy 002 NYLN DDTID N
GLANCED towards the Divine Presence AND consequently DIED, ! M PWH‘? o2 Nio"a ‘? WY, Mg
iR N2 Moy — It is UPON HIM that THE VERSE STATES!) - ’ '
"""'!"D'.'!‘? NI T WYR MY, — DIFFICULT IN THE EYES OF I made myself gardens and orchards, and I

HASHEM IS THE DEATH OF HIS DEVOUT ONES.™  yym xph 1 planted in them all sorts of fruit trees.

V31821 — BENZOMA GLANCED AND BECAME MENTALLY UNS’I‘ABLE""’ﬁ

TMIR 21373 1Y) — And it is UPON BIM that THE VERSE STATES: 4. Nechemia 2:8

PINKPT WPRWRCID YT YOX DXYR WaT, — WHEN YOU FIND

HONEY, EAT WHAT IS SUFFICIENT FOR YOU, LEST YOU BE SATIATED ON PN TIMUON NIRRT e
AND VOMITITUP."®  1ipyoia y¥™ X — ACHER CHOPPED DOWN %Y 9 WN T9RS Wwn DTen W Hon

MR ARinS ARS-wR AN *'113__&":15 ninp’

in the Orchard.® pibwa Xy X3Py 137 — R AKIVA : N .

: ; i above, the Gemara
Having mentioned the sagacious Ben Zoma And a letter to Asaph, the guardian of the king's orchard, that

presents the first of two halachic inquiries addressed to Ben he give me wood to make beams for the gates of the castle that
Zoma:®? belongs to the Temple and for the wall of the city and for the
xni 12 NK 1oxw — They inquired of Ben Zoma:*' 1Py M house to which I shall go," and the king gave me according to
Né‘,; _ \;('ha;; vig:. the law if one wishes to neuter a dog? Is this the good hand of my God upon me.
pefmitted?'“‘ mwyn XY DayRM, oif7 Mmy - [Be“_ Zoma] 5 Rashi
said to them: The verse states:®! One [animal] whose testicles are o LRSEEIN)
squeezed, crushed, torn, or cut, you shall not offer to Hashem, nor
SAPLINGS in the Orchard/™ mibwa X¥) K'Y 37 — R AKIVA They elevated to 12323 :0MpH MDY VL M WD
EMERGED IN PEACE.3! the Heaven through O S” D,va ’Bv ass
- . it 1AL n mmmnninna Ran Zama ahave the Gemara the Name
6. Tosafos
4 D
7. Rambam They didn’t literally :ff) :m»wbgfb 1?;})5? 81 [mhjmhi
Hilchos Yesodei Ha’Torah 4:13 go to Heaven, butit | it
1135-1204 appeared they did P 1) WP 185 0% 6% o0
oy N5 DYDT e s

My whna N o2 AP MY )N om p™ Halacha 13

DTBIA] IMN PRTP DIWNIT Donw &N o8 The matters discussed in these four chapters concerning these five mitzvos are
Sy 2PNy .05 DI PN Ny s what the Sages of the early generations termed the Pardes, as they related:

ns 3 N ooy N5 a1 ooy ovwaomy vo Snewe  “Four entered the Pardes...." Even though they were great men of Israel and
I‘Nw SMIN NNY _i\\-“: sv fm I T 53 ;\wn$~l v-l\s greaI Saga, not al of them had the potentid to know and Oomprehend all these

A ord oM ROBMIY W KOR DT b wen  matersin their totality.

QM2 NYPDY LM MBENA ;J'!“? N oW o

WP Ep 2 T (1) DUPNY ¥ WD | maintain that it is not proper for a person to stroll in the Pardes unless he has

aEPH ST ™ DWSM TR MY Dvasn N filled his belly with bread and meat. "Bread and meat" refer to the knowledge of

PUINT D"BPN NI MINT AMNA P T P2aon what is permitted and what is forbidden, and similar matters concerning other

™ _n‘?nn DN sw NPT A vib\ﬂpns ity mitZVOS..EVen though the Sag% referred to these as "a small mqtter" - for our

ooyn o n"spR prewnY movam MR onY Sa}g&s said: "'A great matter,” thisrefers to Ma'aseh Merkavah. .A smqll matter,’

1ep 5o opTw weNyeRan 2Swn vn S W e thlsrefersto.thedebataofAbbayeand Rawva" - neverthelesg itisfitting for
P 25 Spay amm 25 Sy AwN eaR S them to be given precedence, because they settle a person's mind.
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haveh Da’ . ARTPM) QPN PYS VRN 13T 27PN BN NI TR wYTpY
o Y|:§’C S\\,'aedif $&Se?'47 T3 D WAt mn Bwd RIw RYTIR3 9525 DR poyY anD (WY
1920-2013 APIINH MR DM BN DAY 20w T DpD Y D903 PWYN Awy?
SIS 13T TION L(MIERA PR ARTPAS 810 LY NP1 anm MoR
1| R I Mp DW WD %Y A pyps A, (37 AT P73 N
AINM D 11 B 12 PN DR 1D W D9 13 @M DhBlY 13 N D

AIMBBY 0T 9P ABDAT MDY DD MIPRT MNNpRa Wk [a
R 92pRT NRAT I CTMING 22 2P 101 7D Mo phnIn
1RY TP AR LM PY B NNNI RIIM MRIPAA WYY 1B0? NRTPNA
B AOTPR) AWTP TR B L(37Y P AT) BMINN D137 7803 RN
7% MIDM) DONBR W M50 (1 M8 P N2IPR) %87 w2T BEd ('8 NI
A5YR) PINY 89D MBDIY L(MNWRY NMND3) NN NPT 7803 (B3 NI

TIN?
9. R’ Avraham Abulafia
1240-1291 NPBIR DAY POMTT TR 2930 2N 23 P9 nbhs 130 7 : 1
Otzar Eden Ganuz mAsM NN BY AMPAR amew PN Ras arhy [
D% ORI YR NP 93 DR DOIVIN ST ID0T IRWAW 2 BY

TR P2 3T AN K A IR DY TORD 9K DY TpAnw
AYIINY PR M NPT N33 .m0 2MmYE YR PR3 vws
W RYT .OTOEH 10331 YA DY TMRY MWD YR mn
1Y TY ENAT WP I AUPNT 2PN R NTHRT nnend
b 3 AN LTV 2P RUTR 1ORZD 50 RITR eaw e
WMAWITD PAT NXP TAW RUT AN 1w PUR RN DTRIW 27
SIRTT NIBDRIT 1NN 13 WIR 12T HIY TIPY MY .3 ORIN 22 WY
12 23RN BR 29T 1D NS RY LAWVAT TR P2 2NNt TR P2 W
W BRY LINDITIZ ANPA IV DAR LMK DT 13WR R
9D LTI BY9EDY RY BITOI3 BOVIM 10IDY DR LAWIW N3 e
T MO RDY BIPRS RO TV PN WOWR DR RN BR 2WMmA
RIBNW TV BN INMEY P DY TRy DIk M Ten
R AN UR 2w TV wpah prnn MR dwnm byes
ST AR PRAMT PWR ARMT HY B @vvwn Tw N2m Ten
IR WM PRWM L,2WWaU3 QPR DR DPRINT 1RT Bh
MIRIRY B 291 299w 13 IRIY LI9SY N0 JNTI XA PRI

T8 DY DT BT

"You know what happened to the four sages
of Israel, as it was said on them: Four
entered the Pardes, which is a name for the
divine science which is from the existence of
the delight and so did the gentiles call the
Garden of Eden, Paradiso, whose meaning is
self-evident, that is a place of delight. It
means that everything that someone desires
to attain and he attains it, he remains some
time with this attainment and [then] he is
disgusted by it. This happens to everything
that has some deficiency.”

10. Mega|eh Amukos 'n” O\"DO 1"’3 "M p’ "SU bb‘G U'b D”h OS'}O
R’ Nasan Nata Spira DpAp> DIBD O™ 2Hop MYd 0D 0B T3 Ho
1585-1683 P 3% OO P3d M o o opip pIWD
ORI DY P P TP BMT ~HY pED PTIDD

90 TP HI 2239 D BPIY IND DIIT 1103
Four entered the pardes = “1 pd3 OMDIC DYEID 12 P 12 1 P HSvD
four sons of Hagaddah DYP e oon b dh 03971 M oop oThY
hop opowm. prH?  TMN DY wh 9ND. 3P
P ONDD pHTD 25 bep op b dopo v
DYID £O* DIE'DY OWHYD 0 MO (O ©dob)
D'D Y03 B*Y 7' HOY LOND D™ Dby
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11. Shelah Ha’Kadosh
1565-1630
R’ Yeshaya Horowitz

ovpnn Aswns onavp &b onIvpa M Y oavp Y9 on
WS MBY WX YP3 3D 30 wvond amen 7w o ol
OTP INEDI 2, MN NOW {2 W [ANIPY 3 072 00 1 ey
PRR N2 DA BTAN-NN PN o 0D 3N onb mpy 1 b
.'q;'lp MON Y23 NOM YN DN DD 0'3B1 DpL N O
M

Four entered the pardes = Y53 MDY Opp IIND BN 0V MISYR NS0 MD NP3

Four who drank the wine, wmna;:: 23w W 2 A 2" MY L DROR DI PR PoNan o

¥ D72 D03 01D YR PR WNIN DININ IO PIM 17D 3 MWD
Adom, l}Ioach, Avraham, 3 ‘o OISR 9D Bipoa DMKl 19 YING BIR NI Y3
Aharon’s sons Mpp ‘2o oM oenab M naan;nary Y31 oo S o

WD {3 {3 WY WA 01 [ MAY R N3 L ohwa Mmoo
ap nnne Yax e b3 P oIk AN amBn 1 A3 Y avpnn
7m0 Y3p s mows Yk e aen ‘aneh onapann s e
. frvonh A MW owmREN WP 1D TRy oD oD
owea e W ST oW N XY owlh 0Wp I Py
WD 1o 1S YRNEY peYd Moz PP L ASrun o Ny
I - DOV SR FIET TR oYY IR 3 AR NOR

g

g g

12. Rabbeinu Chananel
990-1053

DNXWD RPY /7 02 MR KDPY ) MR XD 1) XY 13 17 PR OTIDD W0ID1 1T 17N LA OPINR ORI
(b Y1 0TI IMPD D LY AT 1ID° XY DPW 1217 MRV DIVH DO D7 JMRN IR MV WUV IR IR DVIN
PAW MY3°72 WNDNY 12 MMIX DPPIX YW MINWIAY NI 2PN XIT DIPR INIR D DPPIRY AT XOW V73
MDY PYRIYN P PIT0NY PR PRI ARDIV 12T P PRY PRI 1Y2enn 110 I IR 0o
79 MR MR 900 1091 9507 MR 9O RO DIYNI DUORYHT MWD [JR°I] PRI MY 1DIX)
NI RIXR PV 9D O O PRY 0% 0% TIMRD X IV WO CIAR P8R RPDT XMIDIND 0O YA DNXWD
1P2°Un YW NND 25°7 MWW 210N N7 MY WD 1 WY pwn REMIW 773 OO0 WIRM NPRI 072
NNX 750 I2°DR 12 PRI ©°1 °93 12 WOV 1D XTI RIPY VR LNAK 71DV PDR OW IPR) O°1 093 *DYR 79K 12vhwm
NI 12V 9 1990 0O MR N7 DM OTPID VT AW Y202 MNP [AW MV WIW2IAXR T IR KOX
290 LYADNY YOS RMIT 12 .0 RN XMPPDORI ©LIIAY IO MHWI TAAY POIT YD LPIST ORW 1N
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13. Ben Yehoyada
R’ Yosef Chaim

SEp SeEs W oTed W dwsth Y DY
b3 e op YT PP wat 3pD
1o o) Ben chw Hopro o0 o pTEe pdp

1835-1909 oo ohp b £F OWNED MDY oI OERp

B2 OPID DEEDM STIDD IH 2D DL

PIESD PIL EIME 0N D3E PIIED SEDS 975 ohp

21 SHoREt. 3% PIPD BN HAN 313 EEPED

They wanted to correct EEpD Y1 vpton wnd pusb P EDR B
the sin of Adom ha’rishon Smh 31 w3 a3 S e wp s

14. Chagiga 15a

Having mentioned the sagacious Ben 40ma apove, uie uvuiaia
presents the first of two halachic inquiries addressed to Ben
Zoma:?
it 13 NR oxw — They inquired of Ben Zoma:™® ypIpY T
X33 — What is the law if one wishes to neuter a dog? Is this
permitted?® wyn XY DIYIEN, oty "y — [Ben Zomal]
said to them: The verse states:® One [animal] whose testicles are
squeezed, crushed, torn, or cut, you shall not offer to Hashem, nor

shall you do [so] in your land. The latter words are expounded
as follows: ’wyn xb oayxaw 5 — To any animal in your
land, you shall not do so — eventoa dog.1*

The second question addressed to Ben Zoma:
xnh 12 nx Hxy — They inquired of Ben Zoma: aang
bery yash v mwy — If a virgin became pregnant, what
is her halachic status in regard to marrying a Kohen
Gadol?®  Sxmuyrh ywrn m - Are we concerned for the
scenario mentioned by Shmuel? 5xmw mx7 — For Shmuel
said:
7 K92 nibwa mon Hivab nx H13) — Tam capable of cohabiting
many times with a virgin without rupturing the hymen and
causing blood to flow from it."! If, then, the “virgin” is pregnant
because she had relations while leaving her hymen intact, she is in
fact not a virgin and she is prohibited to a Kohen Gadol# 1ix
xmaw X5 SxmwT k%7 — Or perhaps the scenario described by
Shmuel is uncommon, and the virgin’s pregnancy must be
explained differently? 1% 71K — [Ben Zoma] replied to them:
mov X9 bxmwa — The scenario described by Shmuel is
uncommon;® 172 WaNKRI XYW MM — rather, we may
suspect that [the virgin] indeed had no relations but became
pregnant by bathing in a bathtub in which semen had been
deposited.”!

The Gemara raises an objection:
bxmw nxT — But Shmuel hassaid:  mp xy ¥y nasw 5
Ny IR yny — Any seminal emission that does not shoot
like an arrow cannot fertilize,® — ? —

The Gemara resolves the objection:
M7 yn2 e m) Rkpwe — Originally, when the seminal
emission was ejaculated into the bathtub water, it shot like an
arrow as well.”

A story involving Ben Zoma:
12110 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:  ywim 172 npyn
N7 12 — ANINCIDENT occurred WITH R’ YEHOSHUA BEN CHANAN-
YAH Ny s myyn 23 by iy iy — AS HE WAS STANDING
UPON A STEP IN THE TEMPLE MOUNT. ‘mTay X%1 Rpit 12 1%
mabh — NOW, BEN ZOM4A, who was much younger than R’ Yeho-
shua, SAW HIM there BUT DID NOT STAND UP BEFORE HIM as befit
his dignity.” 1% 7 — Noting this absent-minded behavior, (R’
YEHOSHUA] SAID 'TO HIM: K9 |3 J'X71 ]18% — WHERE ARE YOU

£ ,3D2 0370 TI375 9o ORES YoWw3 powd
IS o TR E3T 1) BED POE DTIDY W)
wEHR SEE3N LD 31 SO TP KRR TRD Dnvd
FT o o e s Yrowey 3po I
oD% I Dnsp3 culow op 13h owsh dp3dhp
o5 fh jppd TpLTs DRy D3I DELH3 PO
P ApPO 3w cor AL 70 Ip odro
DP9 13 wph> Th obp ohma oo ppvh pwp
Shon 5w 30N PP ASPL Y P N3 CF TN
jsob wozp pish Pt MHS3 E'R DA D
1h3 36 oo phpoape M0 P p7Th
r:ag oh v phE > "7 Hen Do (b
OT3 SR P HCH 03 AOT TR0 DY
T3P 300,700 PIBVB WED K5 1H 5070 HED jpP

COMING FROM AND WHERE ARE YOU HEADED TO, BEN ZOMA?®
1% MR — [BEN ZOMA] REPLIED TO (R' YEHOSHUAL  |'3 ') Nty
oninnmy ombh ouvhbyy ow — 1 WAS SURVEYING the space
BETWEEN THE UPPER WATERS AND THE LOWER WATERS"! 13 'K}
7292 nivayx whw xox mb iy — AND I discovered that THERE IS
BETWEEN THEM where they join ONLY THREE FINGERSBREADTH, !
RRIY — ASITSAYS: M ongran-by npnn oy My, — AND
THE BREATH OF GOD HOVERED UPON THE SURFACE OF THE WATERS.
nyia Ry T2 Yy nomaew mrs — The word hovered indicates
a separation of three fingersbreadth, LIKE A DOVE THAT HOVERS
ABOVE HER YOUNG in the nest BUT DOES NOT quite TOUCH
THEM.™  wynrbnb ywin w1 109 "ux — Later, R YEHOSHUA
TOLD HIS DISCIPLES:  yIn21 Xuit j2 17¥ — BEN ZOMA IS
STILL ON THE OUTSIDE.™! His analysis is fundamentally flawed.
W7 nx oven uetby nomnp omoy ma), 19 — LET US
SEE: Regarding WHEN WAS IT said, AND THE BREATH OF GOD
HOVERED UPON THE SURFACE OF THE WATERS? ~ YTWNRAi1 D3 —
REGARDING THE FIRST DAY. N)J7 R 12 oia my1an — Yet
IT WAS only ON THE SECOND DAY THAT THE DIVISION between
the waters TOOK PLACE, 2™Mm37 — AS IT IS WRITTEN:  wm,,
oY o Pa Yran — God said, “Lei there be a firmament in the
midst of the waters, AND LET IT SEPARATE BETWEEN WATER AND
WATER.” ... and there was evening and there was morning,
second day."™!
The Gemara inquires:
123 — And how much, in fact, is the distance between the upper
and lower waters?
The Gemara presents several views:

Xpn X505 3pyy 13 XX 271 s — Rav Acha bar Yaakov says: A
hairsbreadth. X907 %1 ™ "™nx 12371 — And the Rabbis
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say: Like the space between one plank of a bridge and the next
plank. "M% PR 217 XpPNXK) XUN M — Mar Zutra, and some
say, Rav Assi, says: 178 w197 mv% mn3 — Like two
garments one spread upon the other. 7%'nK) — And some
say: "TI89MPT w3 N2 — Like two cups, one stuck inside
the other."®
The Gemara commences a lengthy discussion of Acher (Elisha
ben Avuyah), beginning with part of the Baraisa that began,
“There were four who entered the Orchard™:
NINEI3 VXY MK — ACHER CHOPPED DOWN SAPLINGS in the
Orchard."™  pix 2wn27 Moy — It is UPON HIM that THE VERSE
STATES:"™ 77a-nx xwn 1o nx 1pn-58,, — LETNOT YOUR
MOUTH BRING GUILT UPON YOUR FLESH.™  xw1 xp — What was
it that happened? When Acher entered the Orchard, N7
1w — he saw the angel, Metatron, xmwn mb X3y
LRI KNP anamb anmYb ~ who was given permission
to sit in order to record the merits of the Jewish people.
anx — Acher said, N7m3 — “We have a tradition  nbyn%7
nowy K9 79 X1 mnnn k53w x5 i XS — that above there
is neither sitting, nor competition, nor the back of a head,™!
nor weariness.?” Yet Metatron is sitting: nw oY) on xpw
11 ninw — Perhaps (Heaven forbid!)™ there are actually two

xnby wxna uan? — let him go out and indulge his pleasures in
this world.” nyn nian% nx po) — Acher thue strayed to
the ways of bad society.”® myan mir 2wy p23 — He went out,
found a harlot and asked for her services.™ m¥% max — She
said to him, nx TM3AK 12 YYoK kD) — “But are you not the
great Sage, Elisha ben Avuyah?!” nawa xqwnr x7u0 Ypy
a% 3im — Inresponse, [Acher] uprooted a radish from a radish
patch on the Sabbath, which is a capital offense, and gave the
radish to her, mx — She said, Xy nx — “This must be
someone else,”%

authorities, God and Metatron.”™  ypemb ymipex — They
took Metatron out®  x7i7 'whe pow wvmm -~ and
inflicted upon him sixty blows of fire.” m% ymx — They
said to [Metatron], mmpn nnp XY s Xeyw Ik — “Why
did you not stand before [Acher] when you saw him?”!
MIRT KON ppmy xmwy mb Xavnmx — [Metatron] was
then given permission to erase the merits of Acher.”” nny
1nxR1 719 N2 — A Heavenly voice emerged and said,® yw,,
NR7 YN o ol — “Return, O wayward sons — except
for Acher,”™! =nx — [Acher] said to himself, TmpIx) Pxim
Rphy xytm X931 N — “Since that person [himself] has
been banished from that world [the World to Come], pw%

15. Sota 49a

Qualities which vanished in their various times:
D9WR 12Win 1993 17KR 127 npwn — Once R’ Meir died, there ceased to be composers of parables,®
DIPWN 3903 NIY 12 Nwn — Once Ben Azzai died, there ceased to be diligent [scholars].®
DIYYTT 1903 Xui 12 newn — Once Ben Zoma died, there ceased to be experts in exegesis.®”
11R7 1933 Su3 KPPy 131 nuwn — Once R’ Akiva died, the glory of Torah ceased.®

17. Yevamos 63b

TMIRINIY 12 — BENAZZATSAYS:  NI070 DYRR D07 101w 19w —
One who abstains from procreation I8 regarded AS IF HE HAD both
SPILLED BLOOD AND DIMINISHED THE Divine IMAGE, 1R
1371 12 DRKY,, — FORIT SAYS after both phrases (the phrase,
whoever sheds the blood of man, and the phrase, for in the image of
God): AND AS FOR YOU, BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY."™
The Baraisa continues:

k1Y 12% 17 ymr — When his colleagues heard this statement,
THEY SAID TO BEN AZZAI, W11 MR) WY — “THERE ARE those
WHO PREACH WELL,  D"WPn NIX)) — AND PERFORM WELL;® 1)
o™pn — and there are others who PERFORM WELL  1IX) X}
WatT — BUT DO NOT PREACH WELL. W17 fIX) NOXI — YOU,
HOWEVER, PREACH WELL, 0"ph 7IX) 'K} — BUT YOU DO NOT
PERFORM WELL®  1x1y 12 T7% % — BEN AZZAI ANSWERED
THEM, nWYR M — “BUT WHAT else CAN1D0O?  fpuin wony
17912 — FORMY SOUL CRAVES THE TORAH.  ompnw n%iy% "wos

16. Rashi

PIYT 2p L BT Ddpy
WHD DM WD pImY b
oEph on 3D Ca q) DIRS
SNYTIN IOMDS OpEh EDE

DR T ¥ — THE WORLD CAN BE PRESERVED THROUGH OTHER
PEOPLE."62
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The Baraisa continues:
o oM *bn MYOY — THERE ARE THREE STUDENTS OF THE
SAGES"™ whose appearance in a dream has special meaning:
oibn2 N1V 13 XN — ONE WHO SEES BEN AZZAI IN A DREAM
mMTEnT NpY — MAY ANTICIPATE attaining PIETY.®  Kpitya —
If he sees BEN ZOMA, madn% mp¥?) — HE MAY ANTICIPATE
acquiring WISDOM.®  =nx — And if he sees ACHER [Elisha ben
Avuyah], ny94R3 1M ART — LETHIM FEAR Heavenly RETRIBU-

TION./* —
19. Pirkei Avos 4:2-3

18. Berachos 57b

..... MR NIy T3 2
FT9RYT 10 I L (FIMn2D)
AR TR MR MRy
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Ben Azzai said: Run to do even a minor mitzvah, and flee
from sin, for one mitzvah leads to another, and one sin leads
to another - for the reward of a mitzvah is another mitzvah,
and the recompense of a sin is another sin.

He used to say: Despise no one and disdain nothing, for there
is no one who does not have his hour and there is nothing
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Ben Zoma said: Who is wise? One
who learns from everyone...who is
strong? One who masters his
impulse...who is wealthy? One who
rejoices in what they have.
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Ben Zoma was
grounded unlike Ben
Azzai, but he lacked
the piety of Ben
Azzai and so when
he gazed he went
insane.
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22. Pirkei Avos 3:12
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He also used to say: For one whose good
deeds exceed his wisdom, wisdom
endures. For one whose wisdom exceeds
his good deeds, wisdom does not endure.
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Lessons for Us - Rabbi Efrem Goldber

Four Entered the Pardes
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Four Entered the Pardes
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30. Keser Sheim Tov
Ba’al Shem Tov
1700-1760

On Rosh Hashanah of the year 5507 (1746),
I made a [Kabbalistic] oath and elevated my
soul....Isaw wondrous things in a vision,
the likes of which I had never witnessed
since the day my mind first began to
awaken. ... went up from level to level
until I entered the Palace of the Messiah....
[ asked the Messiah, “When will you come,
Master?” And he replied, “By this you shall
know: it will be a time when your
teachings become publicized and
revealed to the world, and your
wellsprings have overflowed to the
outside ...”
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31. Minchas Elazar
R’ Chaim Elazar Spira
Munkatzer Rebbe
1913-1937
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54 | Seeking His Presence

31a. Seeking His Presence
R’ Aharon Lichtenstein
1933-2015

Rabbi Sabato:

I'am puzzled by what you have said. In that preface, the Ramban
refers to the study of Kabbala. Even in the example you cited, that
a wise man might be able to recognize another person's spiritual
personality, the Ramban assumes that this ability is derived from
kabbalistic knowledge, or "the wisdom of truth” in the Ramban's
parlance. But you seem to focus on literary analysis.

Rabbi Lichtenstein:

I grant that this is difficult.  understand what the Ramban states in
the first section of his preface, and what issues he considers (o be
significant. And I am honest enough with myself to say that | do not
take kabbalistic ideas as far as he did. He would like me to grant
mysticism a place of pride in my efforts and awareness, and | am
alraid that I do not accord the kabbalistic reaim the same significance,
cither in mindset or in effort, as the Ramban did.

Notwithstanding this discrepancy in focus, I understand that the
analysis of the human perspective is a matter to which the Ramban
devotes great effort, and into which he provides great insight. I note
an appreciation that God created the world, and that He created
man as the crown jewel of the world. The Ramban teaches me the
significance of deciphering what motivates the individual.

When | want to satisfy the appetite for this approach that the
Ramban whetted in his preface, 1 open the Ramban's commentary on

s T S e mm
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Gates of Understanding | 55

Genesis and I am simply delighted. His commentary fills the desire
that he himself awoke in me with his introduction.

Do I study the Ramban's commentary in the manner that the
Ramban himself recommended? Yes and no.

I am willing to accept, without any hesitation or doubt, the dual
perspective of the Torah that the Ramban describes in his preface.
I am willing to accept a Torah which, beyond the revealed content,
contains a chain of divine names, with all the mystical dimensions
that implies. I have no principled objection to such anapproach. Yet,
when it comes to my own study, | do not subscribe to this theory.
Thus, if 1 seek to arrive at the conclusions at which the Ramban
arrives, and, on the whole, 1 do, then I need to acquire a different sct
of tools, not the tools of Kabbala. This begs the question of what tools
will enable me to achieve this understanding. Do these tools include
world literature? Do they include sociology? It should be noted that
I arrive at this question only after accepting the Ramban's mandate
as to the significance of achieving this type of understanding.

I cannot follow the Ramban's recommendation fully. Do you really
think that there are more than a handful of people nowadays who
truly understand what the Ramban means when he describes the
Torah as a continuous chain of divine names? Note that the Ramban
himself, at the conclusion of his preface, instructs the reader without
kabbalistic tradition to skip over those sections.

Now behold | bring into a faithful covenant and give proper
counsel to all who look into this book not to reason or entertain
any thought concerning any of the mystic hints which | write
regarding the hidden matters of the Torah, for | do hereby firmly
make known to him that my words will not be comprehended

nor known at all by any reasoning or contemplation, excepting
from the mouth of a wise Kabbalist speaking to the aar of an
understanding recipient. Reasoning about them is foo‘lishness;
any unrelated thought brings much damage and withholds the
benefit. Let him not trust in vanity, deceiving himself, for these
reason.ings will bring him nothing but evil as if they spoke falsely
against God, which cannot be forgiven, as it is said: "The man
that wanders out of the way of 'unders(anding shall remain in the
congregation of the shades (Proverbs 21:16). *lest they break
through to the Lord to gaze* (Exodus 19:21), *For the Lord thy
God is a consuming fire, a jealous God." (Deuteronomy 4:24).
And He will show those who are pleasing to Him wonders from
His Torah... Into that which is beyond you, do not seek: into that
which is more powerful than you, do not inquire; about that
which is concealed from you, do not desire to know; about that
which i_s hidden from you, do not ask. Contemplate that which
is permitted to you, and engage not yourself in hidden things
(Ben Sira; see Hagigah 13a).

I follow the Ramban's advice and skip those passages. I don't skip all
of it. I picked up some kabbalistic understanding from the Rav 2",
and while that is not the same kabbalistic tradition as the Ramban's,

it allows me to glean some insight instead of skipping over such
malcrial entirely.

Rabbi Sabato:

You mentioned earlier that the Rambam’s call to focus on
philosophical study has not been fully accepted in the beit midrash.
What would you say about the adoption of the Ramban'’s call to adopt

various methods to arrive at the insight you have cited - has this been
accepted in the halls of the yeshiva?

Rabbi Lichtenstein:

True, the Rambam's educational program has not been adopted by

later generations. It is even more unfortunate that the Ramban'’s

approach has also been ignored. The Ramban I so admire, the one [

would run to see if I were to merit it, is not the Ramban seen by most
of the yeshiva world. -

1 am aware of the fact that there are yeshiva students who will tell
me that they are content to study the Torah with Rashi's commentary.
The halakha obligates us to learn each verse twice and the Aramaic
translation once, and the authorities have ruled that one fulfills
this obligation by learning cach verse twice along with Rashi's
commentary. Others will say that the Ramban of whom you speak
is fascinating. It is nice to know that there was once such a Jew. But
these issues are not the subjects of my inquiry. | would rather dedicate
my time to learning the Kerzot and the Netivor.

To someone like this, I would say unequivocally that to lack the
perspective of the Ramban on the Torah is not a mere educational
lapse, it is downright ignorance!

Would I tell a student that if he does not address the matters of which
the Ramban speaks he will have no place in the Garden of Eden?
Certainly not! I would never say such a thing. I don't believe it cither.
[ believe with every fiber of my soul that an individual who has
studied Rabbi Akiva Eiger's novellae will gain entry there, even if
he is not familiar with the Ramban on the Torah. One need not be
a philosopher in order to enter the Garden of Eden. One can be a
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faithful servant of God without plumbing the depths of study. Such
an individual can lead a pure and innocent life. He can lead a life of
happiness and internal richness. *

Therefore, if | were to encounter a student who says that these
matters (that is, the Ramban's ideas) do not speak to him, I would
not argue with him. But if the student were to ask me in good faith,
tell me, Rabbi, am I missing something? Oh, then I would tell him
that he was missing out on a great deal!

I admit that [ do net feel the same deficiency with regard to my
relative ignorance in matters of Kabbala. In the Ramban, I can skip
over certain sections, as he himself instructed me to do. But no
kabbalist has come to me and told me that I can skip over the entire
realm of the Kabbala. I do study the Zokar a little bit. Sometimes
[ find it cihilarating. [ experience a similar exaltation from the
kabbalistic description of humans in general and of Jews in particular.
[ derive some benefit from all this. But even if | knew nothing at all
about Kabbala, I would not feel as deprived as | would if I lacked
the Ramban's commentary on the Torah.

Life is short and there are many languages to learn. Sometimes
we must make choices.

You said earlier that the Vilna Gaon and Rav Chaim of Volozhin
saw the Kabbala as sustaining their spiritual world, and some of their
greatest students delved deeply into this area. You are correct. At what
point this changed in the Volozhin Yeshiva and in other yeshivas -
and why - 1 do not know. But it is clear that two generations later,
Kabbala, and philosophical thought in general, no longer occupied
a central place among those who carried the mantle of the yeshivas.
Rav Kook, who delved into philosophic study in the Volozhin
Yeshiva, was not following the standard path of study at that time.
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32. Berachos 7a

The third request of Moses:
KT PN U SY 1397 wemnb wpa ~ He requested of God
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) ! rdto dispensing judgment, 1% ynn — and [God] .
granted him thisrequest, ~waxay ~ asit isstated:™ sy, Shemos 33:13
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s a i W) v W — On the other hand, there are 9D65nu LR 1)) Db,sn b" on ’5‘”39 Do 13 va”
wicked people for whom things are good, 1b Y7 Yy wy — ] (3Y 1

and there are wicked people for whom things are bad, o> T b jond 1p Hinh jprd IpD Prw3
nyn 19~y — [God] said to him: Moses, 13 P 12 210) p7¥ B3E LTI NI, Y 5D INTY 160 PN E
priy — a righteous person for whom things are‘g°°d is a e

vighteous person the son of a righteous person, 1‘7113."!? P

YU 12 YIS - whereas a righteous person for whom things are

bad is a righteous person the son of a wicked person. 9.‘?'3

PYTY Y3 YWY A0 21 — A wicked person for whom things are

goc;d i,s a wicked person the son of a righteous per;on. th}”«?'l 34. Rambam

; PR : in, . ,

Y 12 Y 17V - whereas a wicked pers.or]l(f(:lr wr;:l1 om gs Yesodei Ha’Torah 1:10

are bad is a wicked person the son of a wicked person.™
[If s0,] what did Moses, our teacher, want to comprehend when he requested: WD Y INSBA WY AOOR T o Nusn b wnn
"Please show me Y our glory" [Exodus 33:18]? NN ORI NN MNP aend WY b wpaw m
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€ existence ol The Holy ©ne, ARSI DI 50 MM VTR AN DWINT 5 NN TIOW (DD DRYMA WeH

blessed be He, be distinguished inhismind — %ieay & vy syan AN PN KT SIASA B0 T A3T SPY LD DM WwH SApTR
from the existence of other entities, to the

extent that he would know the truth of His existence asit is[in its own right].

He asked to know the truth of the existence of the Holy One, blessed be He, to
the extent that it could be internalized within his mind, as one knows a
particular person whose face he saw and whose image has been engraved within

one's heart. Thus, this person's [identity] is
distinguished within one's mind from [that

He, blessed be He, replied to him that it is not within the potential of aliving man, [a creature of] body and soul, to comprehend this matter
inits entirety. [Nevertheless,] He, blessed be He, revealed to [Moses] matters which no other man had known before him - nor would ever
know afterward - until he was able to comprehend [enough] from the truth of His existence, for the Holy One, blessed be He, to be
distinguished in his mind from other entities, as a person is distinguished from other men when one sees his back and knows the structure
of hisbody and [the manner in which] heis clothed.

Thisis alluded to by the verse [Exodus 33:23]: "Y ou shall see My back, but you shall not see My face."

35. Mishna Chagiga

Misﬁn,aﬁ, The last Mishnah of the previous chapter mentioned the subject of forbidden unions among other
subjects treated by the Torah. The following Mishnah singles out this topic regarding a limitation
on the number of students that may be taught this topic at any one time."! The Mishnah then discusses similar
limitations for two other exceptional topics:
myowa nmya pw PR — The laws of forbidden unions may not be expounded among three people,” ! x5
o3 MWK Apyea — nor may Maaseh Bereishis™ be expounded between two people,t! M2 133793 X7 —
nor may Maaseh Merkavah'® be expounded by even one person, 1RYTR 211 DI Y 12 OX KoK — unless [that
person] was a scholar who could arrive at an understanding of the issues on his own."”
The Mishnah warns against inappropriate fields of inquiry and irreverence towards God:
D927 fyaxa Ypnows b3 — Whoever serutinizes the following four things, o x3 x5 K3 5 nnn — it would
have been better for him had he never come into the world: mnY m2 nyn’ ma — What is above, what is
below,” iy o1 o mo — what is before and what is after.®  1ip 1123 5y o xX5¢ 52) — And whoever has
no heed for the honor of his Creator, D9WY K3 X5Y 7 mnY — it would have been better for him had he never

come into the world.””
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37. Tosafos
36. Berachos 7b Chagiga 11b

rmyg=ng Nk 930 X9 mrn,, — He said, “You will not be able

tosee My face.” TR 13 Ywin 13T mmnwn xin — A Baraisa was RT3 TR n TN 5\:’

taught in the name of R’ Yehoshua ben Korchah: % "R 92 NPH ©9D37 H0 vEN ©

nRY RITIN2 WiTR — THIS IS WHAT THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED IS DY DEND h BE DN 0
HE,SAIDTOMOSES: Y7 XYMy W — WHENTWANTED fo reveal WH O/ 105 P70 HIM 390
Myself to you in the episode of the burning bush, YOU DID NOT o vEN Prys (1% q7) ])‘)pb
WANT.5Z  11y1m YK YN TRXY MY — NOW THAT YOU WANT, to DY DY DD A o7 DOF
see my glory, I DO NOT WANT.® R’ Yehoshua ben Korchah thus ohond op HYSES 7)96{)7 > Sph

understands that there is a plaint against Moses for not wanting to
look at; the Divine revelation manifest in the burning bush.
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The Gemara elaborates:

X371 9Kp MK) — What happened with Acher? »R7 RPN —
Some say: X X303 *xi1 > — [Acher] saw an incident similar
to the one witnessed by R’ Yaakov. Thereupon, Acher concluded
that there is no reward for observing the mitzvos and rebelled
against the Torah. Mmx7 X% — And some say: Rawrh
X 1eamnng noyiny — [Acher] saw the tongue of Chutzpis
the Meturgeman'® after it had been ripped out by the Romans,
Anx 727 MY My M1 — as it was being dragged by “some
other thing.”” =mx — [Acher] exclaimed, pwmy 2
15y 09 niym — “The mouth that expressed pearls of
wisdom should lick the dust!”  xvr po1 — He thereupon went
out and sinned.

38. Kiddushin 39b

39. Maharsha
R’” Shmuel Eidels
1555-1631
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40. Chagiga 15a

The Baraisa continues with the final one of the four who iom™% nawn 'axb — AND EVEN R’ AKIVA was endangered:
entered the Orchard: THE MINISTERING ANGELS WISHED TO SHOVE HIM away;® buf;
oibwa T pibwa Ny RPY 137 — R’ AKIVA ASCENDED IN K31 102 WiTR7 0n% MmN — THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED IS HE, SAID)
PEACE AND DESCENDED IN PEACE®  3nik 2in3a %y — And 7O THEM, ]p}‘? MM — “LEAVE THIS ELDER BE, MRy

it is UPON HIM that THE VERSE STATES: ] /myt) 3w R wown,, 1A wnnw-r'y FOR HE IS DESERVING TO MAKE USE OF My
— DRAW ME, WE WILL RUN AFTER YOU. Wp3 NPy 21 f|X) HONOR."

The Gemara inquires:
w7 Kn — What verse did [R’ Akiva] expound so that he knew
how to avoid glancing towards the area of the Divine Presence?
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43. Berachos 60b

A -
The Gemara cites a model for this attitude: 15" SDp3 bs” DIIVE IDOD 007’135
NIR2 Snxp s Rppy 377 K 02 — Like that incident DoRY OO0 70D 0H2 05D prp
involving R’ Akiva: For he was once traveling along the road., oD "yt ' .
xnn xmah xpn — When he reached a certain city, Xy3 "C TEWE oM L0MIp'Y broy proo
mb vam Kb xpowix — he requested lodgings but no one BIRM 553 o0 b3’P1) *397 Spbh "')3
provided him any. 2v% X3 YT 5 "mr — He said: Ybrn 1'7))1 O NAD 779Y DIRHY DD
Whatever the Merciful One does is for the best. nai bx oY 5 y. A ,
x7273 — He went and slept in the field. xR e M b Do 2 oM onp °*' 0
X371 XM — Now, he had with him a rooster,® a donkey NnHn oY 3N HY 391 w3

and a lamp. K37WwY Awan Xpn knx — The wind came and ’ s
B e o itk ODBE O PPN ONOD NDOD DD
and ate the rooster; X7M2 MY3K MK KK — a lion came A% ov3 w3py7 Hhdo7 1wnbh on
and ate the donkey. 2vY Ry 1ay7 Y2 MK — After suffering

these losses, [R’ Akiva) said: Whatever the Merciful One does

is for the best.  xnyYb Amaw xoma XN K1P%a ma — That very

night, an army came and captured thecity. *mxixbwh mK

w9 — [R’ Akiva) said to them: Did I not tell you:

X317 Wit nwivw ma b2 — Whatever the Holy One, Blessed ;
is Hl, doestt 44. Sanhedrin 101a

Another narrative about R’ Eliezer’s illness:
1131 un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:  "191%% 17 nbnys
— WHEN R’ ELIEZER TOOKTLL,  11p2% @npy Nya K 1039 — FOUR
ELDERS, 1.e. sages, CAME IN TO VISIT HIM. W™ 7237) 1870 27
K2y 17 ey 12 ughs @) — They were R’ TARFON, R’
YEHOSHUA, ) R’ ELAZAR BEN AZARIAH AND R’ AKIVA. "7 M
TR 11970 — R’ TARFON SPOKE UP AND SAID to R Eliezer: 3
oy by npen YXIPNY DK — YOU ARE BETTER FOR ISRAEL
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THAN ADROP OF RAIN, 171 1%iva oy YW ey — FORADROP
OF RAIN is beneficial IN THIS WORLD,  Xpi n1w31 iip o%iva "2
- WHEREAS MY MASTER, by teaching Torah, benefits us both
IN THIS WORLD AND IN THE WORLD TO COME!  ywim 7 my
amxy — Then R’ YEHOSHUA SPOKE UP AND SAID to R’ Eliezer:
men aban qnit br9wrh AnK 21 — YOU ARE BETTER FOR ISRAEL
THAN THE VERY ORB OF THE SUN, 1y 0%iyp man 91930 — FOR
THE ORB OF THE SUN provides light INTHIS WORLD,4”  n%1w3 127}
X371 @iy npn ~ WHEREAS MY MASTER provides light both IN
THIS WORLD AND IN THE WORLD TO COME.  J3 1Iy%x "37
snx) MY - Then R’ ELAZAR BEN AZARIAH SPOKE UP AND
SAID: DR} 3RP N Yxqerh anK 2% — YOU ARE BETTER FOR
ISRAEL THAN A FATHER AND MOTHER, 11 171V3 bR 38Y — FOR
A FATHER AND MOTEER create life IN THIS WORLD, D713 37
K37 0131 Ny — WHEREAS MY MASTER creates life both IN THIS
WORLD AND IN THE WORLD TO COME.H8]  qR] R2'pY 127 My —
Whereupon R’ AKIVA SPOKE UP AND SAID to R’ Eliezer: 12w
™]10Y — PRECIOUS ARE SUFFERINGS, for they effect atonement
for you!™ nnb g — (R’ ELIEZER] then SAID TO [THE OTHERS]:
[0 AN KRG TTRTN KIPY 11T MYRYK) IR0 — SUPPORT
ME, ! AND I SHALL HEAR THE WORDS OF AKIVA MY STUDENT,
WHO SAID, “PRECIOUS ARE SUFFERINGS.” 1% 10X — [R' ELIEZER]
thereupon SAID TO {R' AKIVA: 37 "1 T RIPY — AKIVA,
FROM WHERE do YOU derive THIS opinion? 1RX — [R’ AKIVA]
SAID in reply:  Wn¥T 1K XN — TEXPOUND A BIBLICAL VERSE,
which states:® pwinm iabps nwm MY oy omutya,,
m apa YT e [ Biwiea by MY wam — MENASHEH
WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD WHEN HE BECAME KING, AND HE
REIGNED FIFTY-FIVE YEARS IN JERUSALEM ... AND HE DID EVIL
IN THE EYES OF HASHEM, N3 — AND IT IS WRITTEN else-
where:

The Gemara cites a Baraisa which records how R’ Akiva himself
sacrificed his life for the love of God:

45, Berachos 61b 1227 un  ~ The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: mp nnx oys

NYWI] s — ONCE, THE WICKED REGIME, ie. the Roman
government, DECREED  17ima X7 ipoy? X5¢ — THAT THE
JEWISH PEOPLE SHOULD NOT ENGAGE IN the study of THE TORAH.
T 12 VBB K3 — PAPPUS BEN YEHUDAH CAME™) 7% ixym
XY — AND FOUND R’ AKIVA 0" Nibimp 9wiph W — AS HE
WAS CONVENING PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES  iT7in3 poi) — AND EN.
GAGING IN the study of THE TORAH with them. m% =y —
[PAPPUS]SAIDTOHIM, 13371 W51 K7INA K 1K NARY — “AKIVA,
ARE YOU NOT AFRAID OF THE REGIME?”® {5 1R — [R’ AKIVA]
REPLIED TO HIM, 5w 7% Y1y — “I WILL GIVE YOU A PARABLE
that will explain my actions: 11 "2 b — TO WHAT IS THIS
SITUATION COMPARABLE? =13 23 %Y 12mn mimw bywb — To A
FOX WHO WAS WALKING ALONGSIDE A RIVER, MW o7 8T
DipY DiPn MYARIR ~ AND SAW FISH THAT WERE GATHERING
FROM PLACE TO PLACE, as they were fleeing something. o ax
— [THE FOX] SAID TO [THE FISH], D171 DX M2 M8 — ‘FROM
WHAT ARE YOU RUNNING AWAY? 12 Y% — THEY TOLD HIM,
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D78 13 DY PRQY NN 4R — ‘FROM THE NETS THAT PEOPLE
ARE BRINGING with which TO catch US i 2w — [THE Foy
SAIDTO[THEFISH), nwat215ynw iy — ISITYOUR WISH THAT
YOU COME UP TO DRY LAND where you will be safe from the nets,
DNX) K M) — AND WE SHALL DWELL together, IANDYOU, nwy
DMIAN DY SPIIK Y — JUST AS MY ANCESTORS DWELT WITH
YOURANCESTORS? 49170 — (THEFISH)SAIDTOHIM, R hny
NPNaY MR PYY DMMIKY ~ ‘ARE YOU THE ONE THEY DESCRIBE AS
THE CLEVEREST OF THE ANIMALS? 7R W50 RoX s npe x5 —
YOU ARE NOT A CLEVER ONE BUT A FOOL! 1% DI Dipna
X7 — IF IN THE CLIMATE that sustains OUR LIFE WE ARE
AFRAID, 121 m32 nnx S¥ 1nm o01pna — IN THE CLIMATE that
will induce OUR DEATH, should we not be afraid ALL THE MORE 807
WK A8 — SO TOO is the situation facing US:  omaw uxy mysy
3 Y 7175R3 Py — If NOW, AS WE SIT AND ENGAGE IN the
study of THE TORAH, ABOUT WHICH IT IS WRITTEN,"  qwy Ry,
M) 1IK) — FOR IT IS YOUR LIFE AND THE LENGTH OF YOUR DAYS,
19 — we are nevertheless threatened by SUCH danger, 1y bx
man o%vam oobin — IF WE WOULD PROCEED TO ABSENT
OURSELVES FROM [THETORAH], 1231722 nnx bY — we would be
endangered ALL THE MORE SO!”

1% — [THE SAGES] REPORTED:  DWYM I ™7 KD — ITWAS NOT
even A FEW DAYS N2y '27% ¥mopnw 1y — UNTIL THEY
ARRESTED R’ AKIVA  D™MIDR] N33 ¥MW2m — AND HELD HIM IN
PRISON.”  77im 12 owbh 1o5m) — AND THEY also ARRESTED
PAPPUS BEN YEHUDAH  19¥)¢ ¥TW3m — AND CONFINED HIM NEXT
TO R AKIVA]L. 17 MR — [R’ AKIVA] SAID TO HIM, X371 M 9159
125 — “PAPPUS, WHO BROUGHT YOU HERE?" mbY g -
{PAPPUS]REPLIED TO HIM, ~ K2'2¥ 727 WX — “FORTUNATE ARE
YOU, R' AKIVA, 171N ™27 Yy nesniw — FOR YOU WERE APPRE-
HENDED ONACCOUNT OF WORDS OF TORAH!  ©138% 19 11X — WOEIS
TOPAPPUS, D03 8M27 %Y bONY — WHO WAS APPREHENDED ON
ACCOUNT OF MEANINGLESS THINGS.”?/ 117 Ny 1¥smy mywa
MPT? XPY — WHEN THEY later TOOK R’ AKIVA OUT TO face his
EXECUTION,”*® w3 ynw nx™Mp 11 — ¥1' WAS THE TIME OF THE

RECITAL OF THE SHEMA, 9172 %W nippn3a 11w nx nipiio v
— AND THEY WERE COMBING HIS FLESH WITH IRON COMBS, )
pmw niavn by why Yapn — YET (R AKIVA] WAS ACCEPTING
UPON HIMSELF THE YOKE OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM.?)  111%
PR 2 — HIS STUDENTS SAID TO HIM% IR Ty Wy —
“QUR TEACHER, EVENTO THIS EXTENT?”] BT MK — (R’ AKIVA]
SAID TOTHEM, 7Y o3 by qyeyn mmi ma b2 — “ALLMY DAYS
WAS TROUBLED BY THIS VERSE, Nk bvis ¥ox qwerbaa,
qnPY) — WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, meaning EVEN IF HE TAKES
YOURSOUL. Yn7nK — [SAID to myself, mmpxym’ xa3mn -
WHEN WILL [THE OPPORTUNITY] COME TO MY HANDS THAT I MAY
FULFILL THIS verse? ’m% Naw MWyl — AND NOW THAT IT
HAS COME TO MY HANDS, 1WpX X% — SHOULD I NOT FULFILL
Tr2E0 IR PIKR M — (R AKIVA] WAS DRAWING OUT THE
WORD “ECHAD,” TIN2 Npy) MW 1y — UNTIL HIS SOUL
DEPARTED WITH “ECHAD.”SU myny) Sp n3 any! — THE
ECHO OF A VOICE EMANATED from Heaven AND PROCLAIMED:
N2PY 127 MWK — FORTUNATE ARE YOU, R* AKIVA,  FR¥IY
TOX3 qNRW) — THAT YOUR SOUL DEPARTED AS you said
“ECHAD.”S3  xan 33 whtpn uph nawn XD MR — THE
MINISTERING ANGELS SAID BEFORE THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED IS
HE, 73 M m7in 4 — “THIS IS TORAH AND THIS IS ITS
REWARDZIES! a3y mapn 11 37 ©vnny,, — O T0 BE AMONG
THOSE WHO DIE BY YOUR HAND, HASHEM, WHO DIE, etc. of old
age.”t o (K — [GOD)REPLIED TOTHEM:  "'B"03 nphn,, -
“IHEIR PORTION IS ETERNAL LIFE”®) 17mX} 91p N3 any! —
Another ECHO OF A VOICE EMANATED from Heaven AND PRO-
CLAIMED: Ry 39 WX — FORTUNATE ARE YOU, R’ AKIVA,
Ram nbivn nnb P2 TPRY — FOR YOU ARE READY FOR THE LIFE
OF THE WORLD TO COME. %!
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The Gemara cites an earlier incident in which the words of one
prophet (Zechariah) overrode the words of another prophet
{Uriah):

RPPY 27 YW 127 MY 12 NEYR 127) Dxona 137 m e
1772 2% — Once, Rabban Gamliel, R’ Elazar ben Azariah,
R’ Yehoshua and R’ Akiva were traveling on the road [after
the destruction of the Temple] avhon min by Mg Yip wowy
— and they heard the sound of the Roman crowds in the plazz&
of [Rome]®! bwm mmwy) mn [piN72] — one hundred and
twenty mil [away], 122 ¥9mnm — and they started to
weep. pnwn Kpy 1271 — But R’ Akiva was smiling. 19 1 mx
— They asked him: pnin anx mp uon ~ ‘For what reason
are you smiling?” mi3in onx M MR onxX opb Tk — He
replied to them: ‘And you, for what reason are you weep-
ing?” 15wy — They answered him:  angnwny onwia bhn
LRYI nea Pawh many nmayh omvpm oayyh ~ “These
heathens who bow down to idols and burn incense to idolatry
live in security and in calm, g 15K %537 oty N —
and we, the Temple which is the footstool of our God is

46. Makkos 24b

consumed

WKy — infire 71393 X% — should we not weep?’

R’ Akiva then explained why he smiled in the face of tragedy:
179 "nx — He said to them, pnyw »x 73% — For this very
reason I am smiling! %2 131¥% 131y% oy — for if such is the
reward for those who transgress His will, that they dwell in such
security and calm, mmp3) med nox Sy vy wivh — then for
those who do His will, how much more so; how much greater
reward can they expect!’
mowrY PYiY 1 N ays 3w — On another occasion they [the
four Sages of the previous story] were coming up to Jerusalem
after the destruction of the Temple.  1w1p Dpix % WY 112
pi1a — When they reached Mount Scopus and were able to
see the city of Jerusalem in its destruction, they rent their
garments. N3 YaY wany 2 — When they came to the
Temple Mount Dwpi W n1an XYW Hyw 1k — they saw
afox emerging from the Holy of Holies, 13t ymi»nnn — and
they started toweep.  priyn K3y 127) — But R’ Akiva smiled.
1% yipx — They said to him, pnyy nnx 7y yen — ‘For what
reason are you smiling?” i nnx mm Msn oY Wy — He
replied to them, ‘For what reason are you weeping?’ 19 11mx
TR A1R0 A3, 12 212w oipwr — They said to him, ‘A place
about which it is written: The non-Kohen who comes close
shall be put to death (Numbers 1:51), "3 13 oy, may)
1233 X9 — and now foxes are walking about there!" Should
we not weep?’

R’ Akiva then explained why he was smiling:

119 nx — He said to them, pnyn nx 3% — For this very
reason I am smiling, 227 — for it is written: "5 YR,
PRSI 12 3N NKY 1T MMK NN DRy oy - 1 will

summon trustworthy witnesses to testify for Me, [the two
prophets) Uriah the Kohen and Zechariahu ben Yeverechiahu
(Isaiah 8:2). maa1 Sy mrux vy M 3 — Now, what
connection does Uriah have with Zechariah? wiyme3 mx
Wy wrpna 7yan 1wxy — Uriah prophesied during the era of
the First Temple, whereas Zechariah prophesied during the
era of the Second Temple; why then are they mentioned
together?  m9ax bW Inx1a3a mAay YW A 2anpa RGN KX -
Rather, the two prophets are mentioned together because by
doing so Scripture made the prophecy of Zechariah dependent
upon the prophecy of Uriah. 23'3m9ix3 — In the prophecy of
Uriah it is written:d2  ~{"i2)] wann Tt 19y op%2an 1%, —
Therefore, because of you, Zion will be plowed like a field [etc.]
(Micah 3:12). 2mn3nram — In the prophecy of Zechariah it is
written: DWW NI NP EERY 1AW 1Y, — Old men and
old women will yet sit in the streets of Jerusalem.!
R’ Akiva concludes:

X bw inxim) manpna k5w 1y — As long as the prophecy of
Uriah had not been fulfilled, x2mn» 7 — I had feared
m991 YW 1nxiay avpnn X5y ~ that the prophecy of Zechariah
would not be fulfilled. mMx 9w ingy MevpNNY YWY —
Now that the prophecy of Uriah has been fulfilled, and
Jerusalem and the Temple Mount are totally desolate, y¥13
npmRnn MY YW inKag — it is obvious that the prophecy of
Zechariah will be fulfilled.’

19 yamx 1y 1w — They [R’ Akiva’s colleagues] thereupon said
to him in these words: nym) X21pY NRRMY KRy — ‘Akiva,
you have comforted us; Akiva, you have comforted us.’
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