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I. Four	
  Entered	
  the	
  Pardes	
  

a. Where	
  is	
  the	
  pardes?	
  
i. Mentioned	
  in	
  tanach	
  in	
  three	
  places	
  
ii. Rashi	
  –	
  they	
  ascended	
  to	
  the	
  heaven	
  
iii. Tosafos	
  –	
  they	
  entered	
  a	
  meditative	
  state	
  
iv. Rambam	
  	
  
v. R’	
  Moshe	
  De	
  Leon	
  –	
  Pardes	
  =	
  peshat,	
  remez,	
  derash,	
  sod	
  
vi. R’	
  Avraham	
  Abulafia	
  –	
  Pardes	
  =	
  paradise	
  

b. Why	
  did	
  they	
  go?	
  
i. Megaleh	
  Amukos	
  –	
  parallel	
  with	
  four	
  sons	
  
ii. Shelah	
  –	
  four	
  entered	
  vineyards	
  
iii. Rabbeinu	
  Chananel	
  –	
  they	
  prepared	
  to	
  go	
  
iv. Ben	
  Yehoyada	
  –	
  wanted	
  to	
  correct	
  the	
  sin	
  of	
  Adom	
  

	
  
II. What	
  Went	
  Wrong?	
  Take	
  one	
  

a. Ben	
  Azzai	
  –	
  Other	
  Worldly	
  
i. Sota	
  –	
  described	
  as	
  diligent	
  scholar	
  

1. Rashi	
  –	
  he	
  was	
  always	
  studying	
  
ii. Yevamos	
  –	
  didn’t	
  marry,	
  so	
  in	
  love	
  with	
  Torah	
  
iii. Berachos	
  –	
  see	
  Ben	
  Azzai	
  in	
  a	
  dream	
  will	
  lead	
  to	
  piety	
  

b. Ben	
  Zoma	
  –	
  Scholar	
  but	
  lacked	
  piety	
  
i. Avos	
  –	
  wisdom,	
  wealth	
  and	
  strength	
  
ii. Berachos	
  –	
  see	
  him	
  a	
  dream	
  will	
  achieve	
  wisdom	
  
iii. R’	
  Todros	
  Abulafia	
  –	
  grounded	
  but	
  lacked	
  great	
  piety	
  

1. Avos	
  –	
  learning	
  greater	
  than	
  action…	
  
c. Acheir	
  –	
  lost	
  balance	
  

i. R’	
  Tzaduk	
  Ha’Kohen	
  –	
  combination	
  of	
  yichud	
  elyon	
  and	
  yichud	
  tachton	
  
ii. Rav	
  Dessler	
  

d. R’	
  Akiva	
  –	
  Had	
  it	
  all	
  
e. Who	
  can	
  learn	
  Kabbalah?	
  

i. Rama,	
  Shach,	
  Vilna	
  Gaon	
  
ii. Rav	
  Ovadia	
  Yosef,	
  Rav	
  Menashe	
  Klein	
  –	
  must	
  be	
  grounded	
  in	
  halacha	
  
iii. Ba’al	
  Shem	
  Tov	
  –	
  chassidus	
  will	
  promote	
  Kabbalah	
  
iv. Minchas	
  Elazar	
  –	
  learn	
  Kabbalah	
  to	
  bring	
  Moshiach	
  
v. Rav	
  Lichtenstein	
  

	
  
III. What	
  Went	
  Wrong?	
  	
  Take	
  Two	
  

a. Ben	
  Azzai	
  –	
  looked	
  and	
  died	
  
i. Rashi	
  –	
  wanted	
  to	
  understand	
  secret	
  of	
  why	
  bad	
  things	
  happen	
  to	
  good	
  people	
  

b. Ben	
  Zoma	
  –	
  looked	
  and	
  lost	
  mind	
  
i. Rashi	
  –	
  studied	
  secrets	
  of	
  creation	
  

c. Acheir	
  –	
  uprooted	
  trees	
  
i. Maharsha	
  –	
  couldn’t	
  reconcile	
  so	
  saw	
  multiple	
  gods	
  

d. Rebbe	
  Akiva	
  –	
  entered	
  and	
  exited	
  complete	
  and	
  in	
  peace	
  
i. Rashi	
  –	
  learned	
  secrets	
  of	
  reward	
  and	
  punishment	
  but	
  emerged	
  complete	
  

e. History	
  
i. They	
  all	
  lived	
  after	
  destruction	
  of	
  2nd	
  Beis	
  Ha’Mikdash,	
  saw	
  failed	
  Bar	
  Kochva	
  revolt	
  and	
  

suffered	
  Hadrianic	
  persecution.	
  	
  They	
  entered	
  pardes	
  to	
  understand	
  suffering.	
  
ii. Only	
  one	
  known	
  by	
  his	
  name,	
  is	
  Rebbe	
  Akiva	
  

f. Rebbe	
  Akiva	
  optimism	
  and	
  faith	
  
i. Chida	
  –	
  Lag	
  Ba’omer	
  is	
  Rebbe	
  Akiva	
  starting	
  again	
  
ii. Stories	
  from	
  Berachos,	
  Sanhedrin	
  and	
  Makkos	
  
iii. Student	
  of	
  R’	
  Nachum	
  Ish	
  Gam	
  Zu	
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2. Shir Ha’Shirim 4:13 

7. Rambam 
Hilchos Yesodei Ha’Torah 4:13 

1135-1204 

6. Tosafos 

5. Rashi 

4. Nechemia 2:8 

3. Kohelles 2:5 

1. Chagiga 14b 

Halacha 13 
The matters discussed in these four chapters concerning these five mitzvos are 
what the Sages of the early generations termed the Pardes, as they related: 
"Four entered the Pardes...." Even though they were great men of Israel and 
great Sages, not all of them had the potential to know and comprehend all these 
matters in their totality. 

I maintain that it is not proper for a person to stroll in the Pardes unless he has 
filled his belly with bread and meat. "Bread and meat" refer to the knowledge of 
what is permitted and what is forbidden, and similar matters concerning other 
mitzvos. Even though the Sages referred to these as "a small matter" - for our 
Sages said: "'A great matter,’ this refers to Ma'aseh Merkavah. `A small matter,’ 
this refers to the debates of Abbaye and Ravva" - nevertheless, it is fitting for 
them to be given precedence, because they settle a person's mind. 

Your	
  arid	
  fields	
  are	
  as	
  a	
  pomegranate	
  
orchard	
  with	
  sweet	
  fruit,	
  henna	
  and	
  
spikenard.	
  

I	
  made	
  myself	
  gardens	
  and	
  orchards,	
  and	
  I	
  
planted	
  in	
  them	
  all	
  sorts	
  of	
  fruit	
  trees.	
  

And	
  a	
  letter	
  to	
  Asaph,	
  the	
  guardian	
  of	
  the	
  king's	
  orchard,	
  that	
  
he	
  give	
  me	
  wood	
  to	
  make	
  beams	
  for	
  the	
  gates	
  of	
  the	
  castle	
  that	
  
belongs	
  to	
  the	
  Temple	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  wall	
  of	
  the	
  city	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  
house	
  to	
  which	
  I	
  shall	
  go,"	
  and	
  the	
  king	
  gave	
  me	
  according	
  to	
  
the	
  good	
  hand	
  of	
  my	
  God	
  upon	
  me.	
  

They	
  elevated	
  to	
  
the	
  Heaven	
  through	
  
the	
  Name	
  

They	
  didn’t	
  literally	
  
go	
  to	
  Heaven,	
  but	
  it	
  
appeared	
  they	
  did	
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"You	
  know	
  what	
  happened	
  to	
  the	
  four	
  sages	
  
of	
  Israel,	
  as	
  it	
  was	
  said	
  on	
  them:	
  Four	
  
entered	
  the	
  	
  Pardes,	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  name	
  for	
  the	
  
divine	
  science	
  which	
  is	
  from	
  the	
  existence	
  of	
  
the	
  delight	
  and	
  so	
  	
  did	
  the	
  gentiles	
  call	
  the	
  
Garden	
  of	
  Eden,	
  Paradiso,	
  	
  whose	
  meaning	
  is	
  
self-­‐evident,	
  that	
  is	
  a	
  place	
  of	
  	
  delight.	
  It	
  
means	
  that	
  everything	
  that	
  someone	
  desires	
  
to	
  attain	
  and	
  he	
  attains	
  it,	
  he	
  remains	
  some	
  
time	
  with	
  this	
  attainment	
  and	
  [then]	
  he	
  is	
  
disgusted	
  by	
  it.	
  This	
  happens	
  to	
  everything	
  
that	
  has	
  some	
  deficiency."	
  

8. Yechaveh Da’as 4:47 
R’ Ovadia Yosef 

1920-2013 

9. R’ Avraham Abulafia 
1240-1291 

Otzar Eden Ganuz 

10. Megaleh Amukos 
R’ Nasan Nata Spira 

1585-1683 

Four	
  entered	
  the	
  pardes	
  =	
  
four	
  sons	
  of	
  Hagaddah	
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11. Shelah Ha’Kadosh 
1565-1630 

R’ Yeshaya Horowitz 

12. Rabbeinu Chananel 
990-1053 

Four	
  entered	
  the	
  pardes	
  =	
  	
  
Four	
  who	
  drank	
  the	
  wine,	
  
Adom,	
  Noach,	
  Avraham,	
  
Aharon’s	
  sons	
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14. Chagiga 15a 

13. Ben Yehoyada 
R’ Yosef Chaim  

1835-1909 

They	
  wanted	
  to	
  correct	
  
the	
  sin	
  of	
  Adom	
  ha’rishon	
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15. Sota 49a 

16. Rashi 

17. Yevamos 63b 
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18. Berachos 57b 

19. Pirkei Avos 4:2-3 

20. Pirkei Avos 4:1 

21. R’ Todros Abulafia 
1247-1306 

Otzar Ha’Kavod 32a 

Ben	
  Azzai	
  said:	
  Run	
  to	
  do	
  even	
  a	
  minor	
  mitzvah,	
  and	
  flee	
  
from	
  sin,	
  for	
  one	
  mitzvah	
  leads	
  to	
  another,	
  and	
  one	
  sin	
  leads	
  
to	
  another	
  –	
  for	
  the	
  reward	
  of	
  a	
  mitzvah	
  is	
  another	
  mitzvah,	
  
and	
  the	
  recompense	
  of	
  a	
  sin	
  is	
  another	
  sin.	
  
	
  
He	
  used	
  to	
  say:	
  Despise	
  no	
  one	
  and	
  disdain	
  nothing,	
  for	
  there	
  
is	
  no	
  one	
  who	
  does	
  not	
  have	
  his	
  hour	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  nothing	
  

Ben	
  Zoma	
  said:	
  Who	
  is	
  wise?	
  	
  One	
  
who	
  learns	
  from	
  everyone…who	
  is	
  
strong?	
  	
  One	
  who	
  masters	
  his	
  
impulse…who	
  is	
  wealthy?	
  One	
  who	
  
rejoices	
  in	
  what	
  they	
  have.	
  

Ben	
  Zoma	
  was	
  
grounded	
  unlike	
  Ben	
  
Azzai,	
  but	
  he	
  lacked	
  
the	
  piety	
  of	
  Ben	
  
Azzai	
  and	
  so	
  when	
  
he	
  gazed	
  he	
  went	
  
insane.	
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23. R’ Tzadok Ha’Kohen 
1823-1900 

22. Pirkei Avos 3:12 

24. Michtav Mei’Eliyahu 
R’ Eliyahu Dessler 

1892-1953 

He	
  also	
  used	
  to	
  say:	
  For	
  one	
  whose	
  good	
  
deeds	
  exceed	
  his	
  wisdom,	
  wisdom	
  
endures.	
  	
  For	
  one	
  whose	
  wisdom	
  exceeds	
  
his	
  good	
  deeds,	
  wisdom	
  does	
  not	
  endure.	
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25. Rama  
YD 246 

1520-1572 

26. Shach 
R’ Shabsai Ha’Kohen Rappaport 

1621-1662 

27. Vilna Gaon 
1720-1797 
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28. Yechaveh Da’as 4:47 
R’ Ovadia Yosef 

1920-2013 
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29. Mishneh Halachos 7:220 
R’ Menashe Klein  

1924-2011 
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On	
  Rosh	
  Hashanah	
  of	
  the	
  year	
  5507	
  (1746),	
  
I	
  made	
  a	
  [Kabbalistic]	
  oath	
  and	
  elevated	
  my	
  
soul.	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  I	
  saw	
  wondrous	
  things	
  in	
  a	
  vision,	
  
the	
  likes	
  of	
  which	
  I	
  had	
  never	
  witnessed	
  
since	
  the	
  day	
  my	
  mind	
  first	
  began	
  to	
  
awaken.	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  I	
  went	
  up	
  from	
  level	
  to	
  level	
  
until	
  I	
  entered	
  the	
  Palace	
  of	
  the	
  Messiah.	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  
I	
  asked	
  the	
  Messiah,	
  “When	
  will	
  you	
  come,	
  
Master?”	
  And	
  he	
  replied,	
  “By	
  this	
  you	
  shall	
  
know:	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  time	
  when	
  your	
  
teachings	
  become	
  publicized	
  and	
  
revealed	
  to	
  the	
  world,	
  and	
  your	
  
wellsprings	
  have	
  overflowed	
  to	
  the	
  
outside	
  .	
  .	
  .”	
  

30. Keser Sheim Tov 
Ba’al Shem Tov 

1700-1760 
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31. Minchas Elazar 
R’ Chaim Elazar Spira 

Munkatzer Rebbe 
1913-1937 
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31a. Seeking His Presence 
R’ Aharon Lichtenstein 

1933-2015 
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 [If so,] what did Moses, our teacher, want to comprehend when he requested: 
"Please show me Your glory" [Exodus 33:18]? 

He asked to know the truth of the existence of the Holy One, blessed be He, to 
the extent that it could be internalized within his mind, as one knows a 
particular person whose face he saw and whose image has been engraved within 

one's heart. Thus, this person's [identity] is 
distinguished within one's mind from [that 
of] other men. Similarly, Moses, our teacher, 
asked that the existence of the Holy One, 
blessed be He, be distinguished in his mind 
from the existence of other entities, to the 
extent that he would know the truth of His existence as it is [in its own right]. 

He, blessed be He, replied to him that it is not within the potential of a living man, [a creature of] body and soul, to comprehend this matter 
in its entirety. [Nevertheless,] He, blessed be He, revealed to [Moses] matters which no other man had known before him - nor would ever 
know afterward - until he was able to comprehend [enough] from the truth of His existence, for the Holy One, blessed be He, to be 
distinguished in his mind from other entities, as a person is distinguished from other men when one sees his back and knows the structure 
of his body and [the manner in which] he is clothed. 

This is alluded to by the verse [Exodus 33:23]: "You shall see My back, but you shall not see My face." 

32. Berachos 7a 

33. Rashi 
Shemos 33:13 

34. Rambam 
Yesodei Ha’Torah 1:10 

35. Mishna Chagiga 
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36. Berachos 7b 
37. Tosafos  
Chagiga 11b 

38. Kiddushin 39b 

39. Maharsha 
R’ Shmuel Eidels  

1555-1631 
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   40. Chagiga 15a 

41. Rashi 42. Chida  
R’ Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai 

1724-1806 

43. Berachos 60b 

44. Sanhedrin 101a 
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45. Berachos 61b 
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46.  Makkos 24b 


