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It is a mitzuah to sing zemiros on Shabbos, as it says, “A
psalm, a song for the Shabbos day. It is good to thank Hashem
and to sing praise to Your name, ‘O Exalted One.” (Tehillim
92:1) This psalm was chanted by the levi’im on Shabbos in the
Beis Hamikdash. (Sefer Chassidim 271 and 409) A Jew's lofty
feelings are voiced in the zemiros he sings to Hashem with the
holy words of glorification and adoration.
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9. Shulchan Aruch o.c. 670:2

Rama ~R. Moshe Isserles (1520-15672)
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10. Megillah 12b

The Megillah continues:
rqma 9p-ab 2ivn wawn nwa,, ~ On the seventh day, when
the king’s heart was merry with wine.®

The Gemara questions:
X703 frab au K Rnwi 1y ok - Was his heart not merry with
wine until now [the seventh day of the feast]? What, then, is the
significance of statmg that the king was drunk “on the seventh
day”? '

The Gemara answers:
T NIW vt ot X2 1K — Rava says: The seventh day was
the Sabbath, 1 on Wthh the difference in behavior between Jews
and idolaters is pronounced. pbnny PniYy PRIk by,
ninawn 271 1IN Ma73 — For when Jews eat and drink,
they begin discussing words of Torah and words of praise to
God. 373 Xk pymnn P Poiw) PoRINY Dasis vay bk
niboin — But idolaters who eat and drink begin discussing
only indecent matters. yw4 inix Sy inmvoa 13) — And so it
was at the feast of that wicked one, Achashverosh, that they
began discussing indecent matters: nix) nirTp orpiR Wha
nixy n1e1e DIk %01 — These would say that the Median
women are the most beautiful, while these would say that the
Persian women are the most beautiful.® winwnx oo K —
So Achashverosh said to them: x5 ing 12 wpnwn MRy »3
™3 K75 00 K9 win — The vessel that I use, i.e. my wife
Vashti, is neither Median nor Persian, but Chaldean, yet she is
the most beautiful woman. mnixRgy aiyy — Is it your wish to
see her? 1 15 1y — They said to him: Yes, xnnw 7%
ey — provided that she will be naked.®
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- 11. Zemiros Shabbos Ha’Mevuar

Meeivta
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B. Machzor Vitri- R.
Simhah b. Samuel of
Vitry, France (died
1105)
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G. Magen Avraham
R. Avraham Gombiner
of Poland (1635-1682)

H.R. Yaakov Emden
of Germany
(1697-1776)
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12. Yismach Moshe; V'zos Ha'Beracha

Rabbi Moshe Teitelbaum of Hyungary
. (1759-1841)
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The Ibn Ezra expresses his deepest feelings in a letter:
“Throughout ‘my life | have always cherished Shabbos. 1
would go out to welcome Shabbos with all my heart, and at
the conclusion of Shabbos I would escort it with song and
hymns. At the peak of Shabbos, songs bwst forth
spontaneously. Shabbos ftself sings to Hashem, as we say in
Shacharis, ‘The Seventh Day gives praise, saying, “A psalm, a
song for the Shabbos Day. It is good to thank Hashem.
Therefore, let all that He has fashioned glorify and bless G-d.”

Rabbi Moshe of Ujhel said that it is a mesorah {tradition)
that all the zemiros of Shabbos that are sung universally at
the Shabbos table were comppsed with ruach hakodesh,
Divine inspiration.

Page #5




Origin & Practice of Zemiros — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg - Boca Raton Synagogue

— T3 NS DN TR T RS pYp hw urD Y
13. Minhagei Chassam Sofer | 1anta n’p‘m‘a W3 NN WP PN NOR MR A
r< Moshe Schreiber of Germany | - OIS T DT 89T KD

by ey mme s pob b3 ) M Anw wwn TR G
BV BBWY D37 93 WYL D M BYD IO ARt
PRE 2nDw 0 N0 N pwn pewn 0 0 e 5%

. 762- 1559)

SHABBAT AT HOME

Shabbat is a celebration of the Jewish home, and. the home is the matrix of

Judaism, The prophets compared, the relationship between God and Israel

with that between husband and wife, and between parent and child. The

Hebrew word emuna, usually translated as “faith,” in fact means “faithfulness, 14. Rébbi Lord
fidelity;” the virtue born and sustained within the home. The love between “ A o
husband and wife is the human redemption of solitude, The love between » L:'Jon'a't‘han Saaks‘Siddur‘ :
parent and child is the closest we come to immotalityin this world, for it is / o
through our children that we, and what we hve fot, live on,

Friday night is when, freed from the pressures of work, we can give time
and loving attention to one another. It is also the time when we feel most
profoundly the Shekhina, the Divine Presence, in the home. Our relation-
ship to God and to those closest to us are both covenantal; that is to say, a
mutual pledge of loyalty and love. Through the family and the quality of its
relationships, Divine blessings flow into the world.

Before the Friday evening meal, we'enact sequentially the values onwhich
the home isbuilt: 1. lighting candles, symbolizing domestic peace; 2. blessing
children, our responsibility and continuity; 3. welcoming angels; invisible
signis of God's protection; 4. praising “the woman of strength,” guardian of
the home; 5. Kiddush, the dimension of holiness; 6. the blessing over bread, a
symbol of sustenance-as God's gift; and 7. song and words of Torah, express-
ing our falth ]oyously

Shabbos should also be pleasant, and not oppressive. We
should not force childten to sit at the Shabbos table for the
entite meal. This is too difficult for them, and it is especially
hard on them when guests visit and the meal extends for
hours. There are those patents who insist on their children’s
presence at the table the whole time, especially when guests
visit, so that they can show off how well-trained their chil-
dren are. This is inadvisable.

When children reach an appropriate age to stay at the ta-
ble, we can atttact them with beautiful stories about the
weekly parashah, or stories about tzaddikim, ot anything else
that creates a fascinating expetience and draws them into the
event. Children should yeatn for Shabbos.

It is also possible to include the children in the Shabbos
prepatations, not-in a fashion which makes the child feel
burdened, and not just to lighten the parents’ responsibilities,
but to interest them and give them a feeling that they are
“big children,” responsible, and partners with their patents.

_15. Zeriah U'Binyan
R. Shlomo Wolbe of
Yeruahalayxm
(*1 91 4~2005)
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16. She'eilas
Shelomo

R Shlomo Aviner
(b 1943)
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17. Shulchan Aruch Ha'Rav

Ba al Ha’Tanya - R, Shneur Zalman of Liadi (1 ‘745 ’I 51 2)

The Baal Hatanya explained why he did not print the

text of the zemiros in his Siddur, He did not want to restrict
people to singing only the prescribed zemiros; he wanted
them to also sing wordless chassidic niggunim. He wanted
people to relate divrei Torah, rather than just sing zemiros.
(Hosafos leShulchan Aruch HaRay, vol. 2, page 832}

18. Peninei HaRav

R. Chaim Soloveitchik (1853-1 91 é)';
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19, Nefesh HaRav
__’Rabbi Y.B. Soloveitchik

(1903-1993)

20. Teshuvos V'Hanhagos 5:74 S ?

~ R. Moshe Shternbuch
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xviii.  ™Cf. The Rav: The World of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, by Aaron
Rakeffet-Rothkoff (KTAV Publishing House, New York, 1999), Vol. I, pp. 178-179,
for a similar story regarding R’ Yosheh-Ber of Brisk, related by R’ Levi-Yitzhaq
Horowitz. The average male reader would not have the power of concentration
needed to stand by while a woman is singing and yet not listen. This author came
across another such instance in an interview R’ Yaakov-Yitzchok Ruderman gave
aRna to some Torah educators, graduates of Yeshivath Rabbenu Yisrael Meir Hakohen,
21.Makingofa He noted the special stress Slabodka Yeshiva put on interpersonal relations and told
. Gadol the following story — it was apparent in his tone that he was unsure whether to tell
by R.Nosson the story to his interviewers, but he did: In the early 5690s (1930s), he was invited
Kaminetsky to spend a Shabbath at the home of the Rav of Elizabeth, New Jersey, R’ El‘azar-
. Meir Preil. Before the arrival of the Sabbath, the rav took him aside for a
confidential exchange of words. He told his guest that he had several daughters
eating at the Sabbath tablé who enjoyed Shabbos by singing the zemiroth along with
him. (At this point in the narrative, R” Ruderman Interjected that there were no bais
Vaskov schools in America at the time — indicating that Bais Yaakov graduates
would know better than to do this.) The ray told him that R’ Baruch-Ber Leibowitz
had been a guest at his home in 5689 (1929), and when the girls began singing, he
stood up and ran out of the room — unintentionally perturbing the Shabbath for the
girls and humiliating their father. The host then asked whether R’ Ruderman would
do the same. The guest replied that with his Slabodka background, he would not
destroy the family’s Sabbath spirit or embarrass his host; he would remain sitting
and not listen to the girls — despite the seeming normative halakhic imperative to
leave the room. “My frumkeit does not have to hurt others,” he concluded, Also see
fn. w beginning on p. xliii, and cf. fn. m on p. 172, and fn, w on p. 650, below.

2:» @ Apropos fi. m on p. xxii, it was brought to my attention that a granddaughter
of said Elizabeth Rabbi, Dr. Rivkah Blau, in her Learn Torah, Love Torah, Live
Torah: Harav Mordechai Pinchas Teitz, the Quintessential Rabbi (Ktav Publishing
House, 2001), pp. 72-73, denies the accuracy -of this story, and claims in the name

of her mother and aunt, Basya and Hannah, respectively, said daughters of the Rav,
that when the girls began singing, a student accompanying R’ Baruch-Ber spoke up
to his rebbi and asked why he was not leaving the room, and he replied, “When
prayers are being recited, there is no problem with mwra »p; they're prayingvami-t'h
a melody.” (On March 30, 2003, a nephew of Basya reported that he had heard
from ber that the girls were singing Birkhath haMazon, not zemiroth — and from R’
Aaron Paperman, that their father had composed the tune they were using at the
time he had studied in Telz under R’ Laizer Gordon, and, later, R’ Yosheh-Laib
Bloch adopted it for the yeshiva [see pp. 995 and 1009}, and it is still in use in the
present-day Telz Yeshiva in Cleveland.) On August 6, 2003, R’ El‘azar-Meir Teitz,
brother of Dr. Blau, reported that R’ Baruch-Ber’s “accompanying student” was his
son-in-law R’ Ruven Grozovsky, and his exact reply was, “They are only praising
[loben] the [One] Above with a melody.” R’ Shmuel Landesman, a great-grandson
of R’ Preil through Hannah, wrote me on November 1, 2002, that he heard another
version of this story from his grandmother “many times”, to wit, R’ Ruven stood up
to leave the room, and R’ Baruch-Ber told him to return to his seat, and not listen.
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22. Sanhedrin 101b

A Baraisa discusses disrespectful conduct toward the Torah:
132711 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 1w by piop katpn
oY B — ONE WHO RECITES A VERSE OF THE SONG OF SONGS
7 175 TR N1 — AND RENDERS 1T A KIND OF SONG by Smging
it with a common melody™ 32y X3 nikpWn Nwaa po2 Xipm
~AND ONE WHO RECITES A [SCRIPTURAL] VERSE IN A BANQUET
HALL AT AN INAPPROPRIATE TIME®  ©%i9% 1y X1an — BRINGS
MISFORTUNE TO THE WORLD, pw n3if iminay non — FOR
fhen THE TORAH DONS SACKCLOTH, K1 712 WiTpa neb npivy

¥

%1y YW 1329 — AND SAYS,® “MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE! v:amug
oryY §2 JU3DMY 79239 W2 — YOUR CHILDREN HAVE TREATED ME
LIKE A LUTE UPON WHICH SCOFFERS PLAYI"® 7% 19K — [GOD]
SAID TO [THE TORAH] in reply: 'n9 — “MYDAUGHTER! hywa
PRYRY MR PRIY) PYNIRY — IN WHAT activity, then, SHOULD
THEY BE ENGAGED WHEN THEY ARE EATING AND DRINKING?"#!
mynb nnK - [THETORAH] SAID BEFORE [GOD}inreply: by iaian

— STANDS BEFORE THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED 1S HE, b n RINY

nYiy — “MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE! 7 X% '9y3 bX ~ IF THEY
ARE STUDENTS OF SCRIPTURE, R1R3N333 DURM2124 1IN 19yt —
LET-THEM ENGAGE IN the study of PENTATEUCH, THE PROPHETS,
AND THE WRITINGS;®® 17130 Y2y3 X — I THEY ARE STUDENTS
OFMISHNAH, Ni73i13 Nishia mawns 1pvy) — LET THEM ENGAGE
IN the study of MISHNAH, LAWS, AND AGGADOS{™®  1Hya nN)
11 Trbn — AND IF THEY ARE STUDENTS OF TALMUD, vy
npDa HMPD nNiabma — LET THEM ENGAGE IN the study of THE LAWS
OF PASSOVER ON PASSOVER, n7yyz nyy nidbnn — IN the
study of THE LAWS OF SHAVUOS!) ON SHAVUOS, M2 an niabia —

AND IN the study of THE LAWS OF SUCCOS!™ ON SUCCOS, and let -

them not occupy themselves with irreverent singing!”’t®
The Gemara discusses the effect of properly reciting Scriptural
verses at a banquet:
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ben Elazar testified in the name of R’ Shimox ben Chananya;
12113 1o X7y b2 — Whoever recites a Scriptural verse at the
appropriate time@  oYiyh naiv xn — brings good fortune
totheworld, '2iv~mainya 137, ARY — asitis stated:i® A
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24 Nefesh Ha'Rav
Rabbi Y.B. Soloveltchik
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R. Shlomo Aviner
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