(Jnderstanding Zemiros:
Kol Mekadeish Shevii

KOL MEKADAYSH (@7ph Y2), A
seven-stanza hymn whose opening words
mean “Whoever duly sanctifies,” recited
among other Zemirot on Friday night. The
poem is attributed to Mosheh (b, Ka-
lonymus Hagzakayn?),! who signed his
name as anh acrostic into the second word of
the first three lines— Mekadaysh, Shomayr,
and Harbayh. The hymn has four lines to
the stanza and the last line is scriptural,
From the second stanza it is arranged in an
alphabetical acrostic up to the letter tzadik,
and Mahzor Vitri* includes an eighth
stanza, concluding the alphabet in a stanza
with the letters kuf, raysh, shin, and fav. Itis
possible that the author only kept seven
stanzas to make it correspond to the seven
days of the week.>

1. Bmden, Ber Ya'ak, p. 153; see also ZSH, p. 47.
2. P, 147,
3. EH, p. 16,

Encyclopedia of Jewish Prayer
Macy Nulman

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
Boca Raton Synagogue
August 3, 2013
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