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erty in Israel will be for them. % All the first fruits of every kind and all terurnah*
of any kind, of all your terurnah gifts, shall be for the Kohanim; and you shall give
the first portion of your dough to the Kohen, to bnng a blessing to rest upon your
home. 31 The Kohamm shall not eat any carrion* nor meat from a fatally
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3 Bereishis Rabbah 1.4
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Rav Huna taught in the name of Rav Matna: D‘-yu;n Rum: D"W:‘f 4 nj:T: -vgzs n;n@ ’-l DW: RI9
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things, in the merit of Challah, tithes and nyw QAR m:«.m ULl " = ‘ﬁg___.z]__r.g.
first fruits. How do we know? It says “In the ~ ORIW 191 RPN NOWRY TR ‘@rPR K2 NWRYY
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4. Kohelles Rabbafi chapter 2
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5. Berachos 32a

Mishnafy AMishnah addresses a further point concerning the kindling of Sabbath lights: -

1nph nywa ning oy nivgy why by — For three transgressions women die in childbivthyien
Ry nhma mEa Nt Y by — Because they are not careful regarding the laws of niddah, b2
challah,® and the kindling of the Sabbath candle,#

nan MKTR MW — L have called you the first; @ oy by
RANK MY Ry — thus, IThave cautioned you concerning
matters of the first® [i.e, the challoh tithe]. w33 WMDY ML
23 mp — The soul that I have placed within you is called o
candle;®  wany w9y oy Yy — thus, Thave cautioned
you concerning matters of candles [i.e. kindling the Sabbath
‘lights]. 2ovm npix Dwmpn onx ox - If you fulfill these
responsibilities, all is well; X% Ry — but if you donot, | 33
manpwy buir — I will take back your souls,®

6 Yerushalmi Shabbos 1:6
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verse says, “God created Adam from the dust of P8 DTOR 77 8™ 2T vt ohh v
the earth.” When a woman mixes the flour 'OV '37 70773 B, ADTIRG 19 951 DIN7
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67, ! 9 AYTRY ~ INTO THE TENT, SARAH HIS MOTHER., nysn pyan — “And he brought
ber into the tent,” Kk 1MW Xw1 *31 — and behold, she was “Sarah, his mother”;
1pion — thatisto say, 99K 19 Ny mipysy — then she became the image of Sarah, his mother.,
iR Y oy 93w — For all the time that Sarah was alive, b7 13 it — alamp would be alight
continuously naw 27y naw amyn — from Sabbath eve to Sabbath eve, npwWa nn¥R 37 -
and a blessing would be found in the dough, i.e,, it would increase miraculously, IR Oy MR 1Y)
~"and a cloud would be stationed over the tent. iy — But once she died, 'y — they

10, Rashi

Bereishis 3467

stopped. 117 7P2" NX3W: — And when Rebeeca came they returned.  {fmzn nwinqa ~ This
is to be found in Bereishis Rabbah. }* e ‘ ;
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The Midrash says that there was blessing in Sarah’s dough. naw Yw mnn .oven o ) DOV

this does not mean that Sarah’s meager dough grew to massive
proportions. Avraham was a wealthy man who had enough
flour to allow Sarah to make plenty of dough. The blessing was
that when she made the dough it rose evenly and baked into a
delightful, sweet-smelling, gleaming loaf.

The same holds true for a woman baking challah loaves
today. When she is happy and cheerful while baking, her
challahs will come out of the oven well formed and appetizing.
But when she is angry and resentful, her challahs will come out
misshapen and burnt,
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BEGINNING IN 1967, THE REBBETZIN DID HAFRASHAS CHALLAH

every Friday morning, In later years, however, due to the many

The Rebbetzin’s requests of women who wax"lted'to be pres-

ent when she performed this mitzvah, she

Hafrashas Challah. agreed to move it up to Thursday after-

noon. This way, she could teach women how to do the mitzvah while
not interfering with the Friday morning preparations for Shabbos.

Before separating the challah, the Rebbetzin would explain the
halachos to the women and girls who gathered around her, Afterward,
when women told her how enjoyable the mitzvah was, she would ask
them to try to separate challah themselves in their own homes.

The Rebbetzin would make the berachah of hafrashas challah and
separate the challah, She would then daven and talk to Hashem for
about 10 minutes, offering heartfelt tefillos for all the tzaros she con-
stantly heard about, after which she would recite the Yehi Ratzon for
hafrashas challah. Afterward, she went through all the individual
requests from the women who came. On average, about 150 women
attended on a weekly basis, Most women would gather in the cheder
hasefarim, as the humble 4x6-foot kitchen was able to hold only
about fifteen women. (The kitchen was so small that there was no
room in it for the refrigerator, which was located in their bedroom.)

In the Rebbetzins later years, when many women converged
on her small house to watch her.hafrashas challah, the Rebbetzin
would make a loud berachah and the dozens of women who came to
observe and help would answer with a thundering Amen.

It is no wonder that during his hesped for the Rebbetzin, R’
Yitzchak Zilberstein stated that she was the undisputed teacher of
hafrashas challah, as many women from Eretz Yisrael and across the
world began to perform this mitzvah after being inspired to do so
by her. This is especially significant outside Eretz Yisrael, because,
while in Bretz Yisrael there are many mitzvos one can fulfill that
pertain to agriculture, this is the only positive agricultural mitzvah
that one can fulfill in the Diaspora,?

When asked how his wife was able to inspire so many people
around the world with her hafrashas challah, R’ Chaim replied that
her special simchas ha'chaim and simchah shel mitzvah, joy in life
and joy in performing a mitzvah, had an effect on so many women.

Brachah Braverman,
Rebbetzin Kanievsky’s i
daughter, reminds us that
throughout the time that

~ the Rebbetzin was occupied
with making her challos, she
would constantly say /'chvod
Shabbos Kodesh (in honor of the Holy Shabbos).
The Rebbetzin would be mispallel (pray) when she would be
mafrish challah (separate challah from the dough) and during
each and every step of the kneading process. Rebbetzin
Kanievsky considered our recmng prayers to be the most
integral and significant aspect in making challah,
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1 3 “»Reﬁﬁetzm ﬁ(anievsﬁy A
Legena(ary Mother to Al

’.ReBBetzm {Batsﬁem fKamesty
(1932 o

THE REBBETZIN FREQUENTLY SAID THAT IT IS A SPECIAL
segulah for women to daven during hadlskas neiros and hafrashas
An Auspicious chillah for anything that they need,
Time for Davening especially for righteous children, Since
- many women are very distracted before
candle-lighting with last-minute Shabbos preparations, they should
make an effort to not leave Shabbos preparations for the last minute,
in order that they have adequate time to daven with concentration
during hadlakas neiros.

She would also tell mothers of
young children, who confided that
they were distracted during hadlakas
neiros and were unable to daven with
concentration, that they should do
hafrashas challah on Thursday night
and daven to Hashem with proper
kavanah during the meritorious time
of hafrashas challah?
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14, ‘:R" Sﬁfomo k~ Rav Aviner
Aviner 40 Women Separating Challah
Shut SMS

Q: Is there a Segulah for finding a match, healing, fertility, etc. if 40 women to separate Challah
together on a Friday? [s it permissible for some of the women to separate Challah on Thursday
ifthere is a pressing need?

A: This is a new creation, which has no source. There is certainly a level of holiness in
separating Challah - just as there is holiness in the fulfillment of every Mitzvah - but there is no
source for 40 women separating it together. It can therefore be performed in this manner.
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Q: Is there a source for 40 women baking SENY AN

Challah on the same day in the merit of
someone struggling?

AN PN

A: 1 know of no explicit .source..l can't T
explain in detail but it is clear that the error 1
of Adom Ha'Rishon can be corrected through K7 1T 310 7N 17 20 UPE 0 K9 an
the mitzvah of challah. The mistake of Adom OTR O30 FONT YN RIPR - non" D and
and the curses that came as a .consequence N7 N7 19221 Y90 NN PON R IR DN
are the source of all suffering in the world. If NI 07 0700 o e va n
so, the correction is by fulfilling the mitzvah THI N7 NN TYT0 000 NYIN N {08 NN DTN TOR RN YO0 TN DN
of challah which is the ‘tikun’ of the ‘cheit’ of NORDCIOINIR IANY "ON" NIPRINGD 77 2 IR 0N

Adom Ha'Rishon.
RURY NI 1 72000 TV N DI DT PIUn TIK T 130T 0 aak
FRIAPYA INOW DITHINE BTD NONDE DY DIXD ST Y [pNad B IR0 07T
D70 nngn 7 WY on
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In the book Pardes Rimonim, the Kabbalist R’
Moshe Kordovero writes in the name of the
Zohar that the world Challah contains a hint

to prayer as the verse says “Va'yechal Moshe” DY 0D "0 - YT DWN Q7Y IR 70D 7 Dmna o 1eon
which also includes new beginning... Y PPV A D TION RN WY D IV DY GTSET RINTMn KW INNTH

"I98 NN DR I AYRND YT N A (N 2% DY) Hen S o Wen
The Ari wrote that Sarah established the A7 onaT)

mitzvah of challah but it wasn’t completed.
Three women came after her Chana, DX RON W NN 129 79 K 7NI0Y 1902 200 %7 KDY MIN 0IRY 190
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VAW DI TINAN DWW 2N D7 00D 1M KT DR RN XD 2901,
WIVFT N - RN CTIY DT PR 01T NIPR - NIN 00 BP0 e
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Shunamis and Tzfartis who completed it.
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From here we learn that challah NITANN ANR ~ A9NNN 7 DD D2 WOTIYL DY It nwn n7on ma jixn
is completed through prayer AN T NN V71 NR PV IR RN
and the time of separatin NI TOPNYT DDMY «~ (PNIW 7Y DPEND TN 770 DNYT 0'%0 DNIR DX
. _Separating STPTIN UMD CTHT IR RIDR DN RN DTERYN

challah is an auspicious time

like the prayer of Moshe and it 2
also contains the power of new R O3 V010 TYT REPANA POIY ATY D 0P DYUANR (NG a3 N
beginnings. If we want to see WET 0 A NUN T NINEAD 0 CTIR VY 0.0 0N nYnnn
the greatness of Hashem and AINYT DIRSIMN DR MBI

His strong hand over our
enemies we must be strict with
the mitzvah of challah and this
will bring this power to true ' 4
actuality. NANY NN P Wi - IR PO I )T 0OnYD DR Ny e ox
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From here we understand why

40 days. Since challah deals o /N 97 nAwn ndon ¥ Tn7mn
. o MANK V0T AT TV DM TN RITINERIDT NN NN 12 INIY a0 n
with new beginnings and new

S ) ANINT LRI Y IRT NN 701 M0 NINIMN RN WY KON WON XY
beginnings all start with 40 TTODR NNED AT AT NN YN NI KIANT 2D DT KIS M AN

days. The formation of a fetus 2V 1VR2NN YR DAL TDT ANN YRR KT A0 0 N Y yawn
as well as the time of Moshe on I3 NUANY PRNN DY AN YT DI IR NOWX DMINR KK 900 DING
Har Sinai to form himself and JUIRN RN 0N NIT RO 7Y NDY RN O
us (was 40 days).
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The fulfillment of every
mitzvah creates an auspicious

If T answered you from my

heart I would tell you to pray

for everything that you need

but it is an explicit gemara...
S0 IR IDUN 1Y R hpon

Conclusion: Pray for a broad

issue, not a specific one. anexma
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16, Sefer Ha’Chinuch Mitzvah 38 5

At the root of the precept lies the reason that man’s sustenance is
by food, and most of the world lives on bread. The omnipresent God 1

/ ¥7,00%3 ¥12 02ivy 29) nitma oIR Yy inrny o myxed whwn
wished to make us meritorious by a constant mitzvah with our bread . , <

1ake us . RN 7YY 12 1273 DNNY T3 WANk3 NN mEna M0y nip:
so that blessing will dwell on it through the religious good deed, and A IR DY 1 MR DR M3 w0ialy oipyn

we shall earn merit for ourselves. As a result, the dough provides food
for the body and food for the spirit. [Moreover] it is also in order that

vy 790 03 ;WRlY T T T Yy XYW W91 MO} 73 Yapy
TPRY Y3 Py Yoam LoYoT D) ANTIag3 TRY PRYtYE W nYD 12

the ministering servants of the Eternal Lord should live (be sustained) X2 Y38 AN J0Y) 13393 manT agn? Yoy on? vl 1 npTIng

by it—those who are constantly engaged in His service, namely, the
kohanim — without any toil at all. For with the t'umah [kohen’s por-
tion] from the granary there is toil for them, to pass the grain through
a sieve and to grind it. Here, though, their allotted portion comes to
them without any difficulty at all.6

N1 nvna; Just as the barn presents the sight of the blessing that
God has. granted to the fields so does the m0™¥ represent His blessing on
the home; and just as the owner may not enjoy the products laid up in
his barn before he has acknowledged his recognition that it is only God
Whom he has to_thank for the blessing of his fields, by making the
Symboliz Gift oF s AT o The 175 Teee on Lot CR o o

are the same thoughts to strike him with renewed force at the moment

when he prepares the daily bread for himself and his family and recognises

the care and providence which God dispenses on every home and on each
individual soul in every home, The ears of corn ripen in the fields under
the rays of the sun which is a blessing which everybody enjoys in common.
The participation in this general blessing to obtain bread for the daily
requitements of any individual is a gift, the result of the special attention
of the Divine Providence, Hence just as a portion of grain has to be
“raised” out of the corn stack, so is a piece of dough lifted up to God
by the thought of what one owes to Him and to the Sanctuary of His
Torah, and given to the representative of that Sanctuary — the ¥, It
becomes wp like anvn with all similar responsibilities, A M9y Pavnw
D919 Ao W, it becomes the property of the W exactly like D
(Challa 1,9 — refer again to Levit. XXII). Further, neither have any
minimum limit, 79907 12 one has fulfilled one’s duty with the tmnegt plece
of dough (see on next verse), just as I3 AR NIWb DAR o, with one
" grain from the whole heap, with i n, But on the other hand, there is
a maximum limit for both, Both ate called w9, and for something to
be called mwra there must be a recognizable amount left, Hence the
dictum in Chulin 136b: D¥ "R K7 790 WO TA PN A 93 MR —
“if someone declares his whole barn shall be Teruma or the whole of his
dough Challa, his declaration js invelid, and has no effect,” Hereby the
most important fact is expressed for the relation of the nation and every
individual of it to the Sanctuary of the Torah, No one may consider the
relation of the priest to the Sanctuary of the Torah to be a substitute for

his own, that with the maintenance of the priest, his own existence is

negligible and immaterial for the Sanctuary of the Torah, But rather it
is the maintenance of his own existence for the Sanctuaty of God's Totah
which is the reason and purpose of his duty to maintain the priest of
which the piving of Challah is to femind him, By giving Challah he is
to remember and take to heart the dedication of his own existence and
his own household to God and His Torah; his gift of Challah only
becomes Challah if he reserves something at the same time to symbolise
his own existence, P19} MIWY,
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In our lowliness* He remembered us,

for His kindness endures forever.
And released us from our formentors, '

for His kindness endures forever,
Chazzan— He gives nourishment to all flesh,

for His kindness endures forever.

Give thanks to God of the heavens, for His kindness endures forever.
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Ladder Challah
for Rosh Hashana, Hoshana Rabba and Shavuos

ish Challah for Purim meal

Haman Tash Challah for Purim
meal

When You Need to Knead:

A Guide to Hafrashas Challah
Rabbi Dovid Heber, Star-K Kashrus Administrator

One of the many ways Klal Yisroel serves the Ribbono Shel Olam is through the performance of
mizvos hateluyos ba’aretz, mitzvos that are dependent on land. Those who live in the land of Israel
have many opportunities to fulfill these mitzvos. In chutz la’aretz, the mitzvah of hafrashas Challah is
one of the only agricultural mitzvos that we are obligated to perform.t

It is well known that this is one of the mitzvos performed preferentially by women. Furthermore, one
honors the Shabbos by baking and being mafrish Challah on Erev Shabbos 2

-The following are halachic guidelines, based on the psak of Rabbi Moshe Heinemann Shliita.?

|. Products

Products kneaded from chameishes minei dagan (wheat, spelt, barley, oats, and rye) are obligated in
hafrashas Challah. Baked goods produced from other grains are exempt from this mitzvah. One is
obligated in hafrashas Challah only when the dough was mixed/kneaded while in the possession of a
Jew. If the dough was kneaded in the possession of a gentile, and the Jew then acquires the product,
there is no obligation for hafrashas Challah.2 For example, Challah is not taken from bread or cookies
manufactured by a non-Jewish company, even when a Jewish customer buys them. The same is true
when one purchases frozen dough kneaded while it was owned by a gentile. However, if one
purchases dough that was mixed/kneaded while it was owned by a Jew who was not mafrish Challah,
one must perform hafrashas Challah as soon as possible.
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Il. Measurements

Min haTorah, the amount of ﬂour one must knead to be obligated in hafrashas Challah is an “asiris ha’aifa.” This is equivalent to
the volume of 43"/ eggs.” % The exact volume of an “egg” is questionable due to various factors, including the possible
“downsizing” of the eggs used today in comparison with those used in Talmudic times. L’halacha, one should be mafrish Challah
when kneading 2.6 |bs. of flour, which on average is equ:valent to 8% cups of flour.2 However, a bracha is not recited for this
amount. If one kneads a smaller amount of flour, one is not mafrish Challah.”

There are two customs as to the amount that must be kneaded to require a bracha. Some individuals recite a bracha when
kneading 3.675 Ibs. or more of flour (on average, 12/4 cups).2 Many only recite a braoha when kneading 4.95 Ibs. of flour (i.e.
almost the entire contents of a 5 Ib. bag of flour — on average, 16"/, cups of flour).2 Individuals should follow their family custom.

These measurements apply when baking bread or any other hamotzi product. When kneading dough for baking pas haba’ah
b'kisnin (e.g. cake and cookies), for boiling (e.g. noodles), or for frying, one is mafrish Challah if 2.6 Ibs. (8% cups) of flour are
used. A bracha is not recited even if more than 5 Ibs. of flour are used.—

Ill. The Procedure

After kneadlng, ! while standing, one should hold with the right hand,*# a k’zayis of the dough (without detaching it) and recite®
the bracha: * Asher kidshanu b’mitzvosav v'tzivanu Phafrish Challah” (some add the words min ha'eesa'?). One should then
pull off the dough S At this point, some recite the words “harei zu Challah” (one may not say this until the piece has been pulled
off). When being mafrish without a bracha, one should simply pull off the dough and say “harei zu Challah." If a liquidy batter
(e.g. chocolate cake) is prepared, one must perform the hafrasha only after the product is baked.*¢

The Challah should then be burned™ as soon as possible until it is completely charred. One should not store the Challah for
future burning (e.g. freeze it for burning at biur chametz on Erev Pesach), as this undermines one of the reasons we burn the
dough, shelo yavo leydai takala, that one will not accidentally mix this dough (which is Challah) with regular dough and
inadvertently bake and eat it.

The Challah may be burned in a regular oven or toaster oven |f |t is wrapped in foil. However, one may not burn the Challah in
an oven that is simultaneously baking bread or other products.'2 After burning the Challah, it should be wrapped in something
waterproof and discarded.

IV. Errors

1. If one accidentally discarded the Challah before burning it, nothing further is required, as the hafrasha (which
constitutes the main part of the mifzvah) has been performed. In this case, one may eat the bread as usual.

2. {f one forgot to be mafrish Challah until after baking, one may be mafrish Challah on fully baked goods. A bracha is
recited (if enough flour was originally used) and one pulls off a piece of bread from a roli or loaf of bread and burns it.12

If one remembers on Shabbos that Challah was not separated, one may not be mafrish Challah until Shabbos is over.2
If the dough was kneaded in chutz la’aretz, one may continue eating. A piece should be left over until after Shabbos at
which time one Is mafrish from the remaining piece.2' One may not simply take the leftover piece and burn it -
ma’aseh hafrasha is necessary. This hafrasha after Shabbos “works” on all the products that came from the orlglnal
kneaded dough, even if the rest of the baked goods are elsewhere or one has eaten them. In Eretz Yisroel, one may
not eat the product until one is mafrish Challah (after Shabbos ends) &

3. If Challah was madverlently mlxed back into the regular dough, a Rav should be consulted # If one is unable to burn
the dough she was mafrish,2* a Rav should be consulted.

V. Combination of Doughs

One of the most complex yet important aspects of hilchos Challah is “combining” two doughs into one. This issue, known as
hitztarfus, can be divided into three categories:

Each Individual Dough is Less Than a Shiur - If two or more doughs individually do not have a shiur large enough to require
hafrashas Challah, but collectively add up to a shiur (as addressed earlier), under certain conditions halacha states they are
mitztaref (collectively add up to a shiur). For example, if one kneads three separate doughs, each using two pounds of flour (i.e.
individually, there is no obligation to be mafrish Challah on each small batch) they now collectively add up to six pounds. If one
does not care that the doughs are mlxed with each other,?® one is obligated in hafrashas Challah if they meet any of the
following conditions:
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a. The doughs are in one vessel, and preferably touching. If either dough rises above the top of the vessel, the doughs should be
covered to combine the entire contents.

b. All the doughs are wrapped together on the bottom and top (e.g. in one sheet of plastic).

c. One places the doughs on the table and pushes them together allowing them to bond well enough so that when one is pulled from
the other, a chunk is pulled off the attached dough.®

The above also applies if someone baked several batches that add up to a shiur hachayav b’challah (a large enough amount that one

is obligated in hafrashas Challah - see section Il) and stores them in one ba or container. For example, if a woman uses two pounds of
flour to bake rolls on three different occasions, and stores all the unwrapped® rolis in one container, the six pounds are now mitztaref
and she is required to be mafrish Challah. The same applies to other products, including cookles stored in a bag or plastic container.

Under any of these conditions, if the doughs combine to make the required shiur, one is mafrish Challah from one dough. This action
would take care of Challah for all the doughs. For example, if one kneaded two 3 Ib. batches and placed the doughs in one container,
allowing them to touch, one would recite a bracha and only be mafrish a k’zayis from one of the batches (since there is now a total of 6
Ibs.). If one kneaded two 1'/, Ib. batches (i.e. if each dough was left alone they would not require hafrashas Challah), and placed them
in a container allowing them to touch, one is mafrish a k’zayis from one dough without a bracha.

2. One or More Doughs Have a Shiur - If two doughs are kneaded separately and each dough individually has a shiur that is obligated
in Challah, these doughs are mitztaref if they are min hamukaf - “in the same vicinity.” This means as follows: If they are not in
contalners they are min hamukaf if they are in front of the individual being mafrish Challah or the doughs are an¥where in the same
room.2 if the doughs are in containers, they are min hamukaf if the containers are open and next to each other.# Under these
conditions, one may be mafrish Challah from one dough and it will apply to all the doughs that are min hamukaf. For example, if one
kneads two doughs, that each use 5 Ibs. of flour, and the doughs were on different tables in the same room, one may be mafrish on
one dough and have in mind for this separation to work on the other dough.®®

The same halacha applies if one dough has a shiur and the other doughs do not.®! For example, if one dough consists of 5 Ibs. of flour
and the other dough consists of 2 Ibs., and they both are in front of the individual being mafrish Challah or on tables in the same room,
the 2 Ib. dough is mitztaref with the 5 Ib. dough. One is only required to be mafrish a k’zayis from the 5 Ib. dough.

3. Forgetting to Take Off Challah From the Original Batch - As previously indicated, if one kneads a batch that has a shiur that
requires hafrashas Challah and forgets to take Challah until after it was baked, one may still be mafrish on the fully baked goods. Itis
not necessary to bring all the loaves together for the hafrasha. For example, if one bakes six loaves of bread from one batch using a
total of 5 Ibs. of flour, and these six loaves are now stored in different freezers, one can simply perform the hafrasha on one loaf, even if
the other loaves are not present. ,

VI. Special Cases

1.  Dividing — If one bakes using a shiur hachayav b’challah with the intention of separating the finished product into smaller items for
distribution, one should be mafrish challah without a bracha. For example, if a first grade class kneads a batch of dough using 5 Ibs. of
flour, and the batch is lelded into ten parts, with each child baking her own roll to bring home for Shabbos, they should be mafrish
challah without a bracha .*3The same applies when baking for Mishioach Manos. If an individual kneads a large batch of dough (e.g.
using 5 Ibs. of flour) with the intention of distributing the baked goods (e.g. rolls for Mishloach Manos) to others, one does not recite a
bracha when being mafrish challah. To recite a bracha there must be a shiur obligated in challah used for one family. For example, If
one baked using 10 tbs of flour and 5 Ibs are for one family and the other 5 Ibs are for distribution one would recite a bracha as the 5
Ibs for the one family is enough to obligate one in hafrashas challah.

If one person bakes dough with 5 Ibs. of flour and uses half of it this Shabbos and freezes the rest for eating next Shabbos, Challah
should be taken with a bracha after the dough is kneaded.

2. Baking without Water — If one bakes without using any water, but rather bakes using only fruit juice or vegetable oil, a bracha is not
recited and one cannot burn the Challah. Due to the complexity regarding this halacha, the Shulchan Aruch®® advises that one should
always use water** when baking a shiur hachayav b'challah.

The reason is as follows: Challah can only be burned when |t is tamai (impure). To become famai, it must first become “muchsher
- L’kabel tumah.” This means water or other specific liquids ** have come in contact with the challah. If none of these specified liquids are
used, the challah can never become tamai and therefore can not be burned and a bracha is not recited.

It should be noted that nowadays wheat kernels used to make regular wheat flour are tempered with water. This process makes them
muchsher I'kabel tumah. Oat kernels are steamed and the condensation makes the kernels wet thereby making them also muchsher
I'kabel tumah. Therefore, nowadays when baking with regular wheat flour * or oat flour one may f'chatchila knead these products
without water, recite a bracha when being mafrish (if there is a shiur), and burn the challah after hafrasha.

The problems related to kneading without water as addressed by the Shulchan Aruch would still apply when baking with rye or spelt
flour since these grains are not tempered (unless they are made into flakes). Similarly, the problems would apply to barley flour and
whole wheat flour since the kernels that are ground to make these types of flour are not always tempered or steamed making it possible
that they are not muchsher I'kabel tumah. Therefore, one should only knead whole wheat, barley, spelt, and rye flour with at least a
small amount of water or with one of the liquids that is muchsher 'kabel tumah.
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