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1. Bereishis Chapter 1

face of the waters — 3 God said, "Letthere  qiN~"7 IN-"" DTFOK K™
be light," and there was light. ¢ God saw ¢, e “msn oy 1 ;7 N
that the light was good, and God sepa- 3“7? 2 IR DTN Njﬂ

rated befween the light and the darkness. WTIT 1731 IR 12 DWIOK 7727

31 Swhwh Py MR ORI T2 AR awh Py

2. Midrash Rabbah 777 03 NRPRORY XIAD 1RYIR TN RPYT U MY
Rerhe 72 YWD Py IR KT XYY R MUY MY

NAR BYD Mwynn T oMY WD D3 WK YR
'R¥IR3 SNIR DR DRI DY V73 WD DY NP7
278 W vip X3 9392 @ibn tpn NPy bt nav
b5 o7 PW 1ip TR it XY DIX YW mp iR R
7 PITIRRI 10793 NIWR NRIT RINY N2 nIWD nin)

“Hashem blessed the seventh day.” (Bereishis 2:3) Rabbi
Eliezer says: Hashem blessed the Shabbos with lights.

140

3. Rashi
Bereishis 24:67

67. iy T nYRD — INTO THE TENT, SARAH HIS MOTHER.  n7pxn §an — “And he brought

ANt

her into the tent,” img M xm mm — and behold, she was “Sarah, his mother”;®

npiys — thatis to say, X ) Ny My - then she became the image of Sarah, his mother,
R My 1oy 5w — For all the time that Sarah was alive, P97 13 711 —~ alamp would be alight
continuously n3w 39y naw aqyn — from Sabbath eve to Sabbath eve, nPwW3 ¥y NN ~
and a blessing would be found in the dough, i.e, it would increase miraculously, by by W P
— and a cloud would be stationed over the tent, nnpwm — But once she died, 3ppp — they
stopped. 110 7R21 Nx3WN — And when Rebecca came they returned. {tn37 nwixna — This
is to be found in Bereishis Rabbah. }!

4. Gemara Shabbos 32a

oanK nxqp Ky — Dhave called you the first;™  Ypoy by
DanK "nYn MWKy — thus, Ihave cautioned you concerning
matters of the first® [i.e. the challah tithel. D3 "RDIW AW
=) i1p — The soul that I have placed within you is called @
candle;® oanyg WM N1 Ry By — thus, I have cautioned
you concerning matters of candles [i.e. kindling the Sabbath
lightsl. v opix omwpn bpx ox - If you fulfill these
responsibilities, all is well; 1% ) — but if you donot, 3

xxxxx
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5. Maharal - R. Yehudah Loew (1520-1609)
Nesiv Ha'Torah (16)

If you safeguard My candle, I will safeguard your candle.
(Tanchuma, Parashas Kedoshin)

"There are two qualities in a candle that make it similar to the soul: 1)
'The flame is dependent on the physical existence of the candle, and 2)
the candle gives light which is in essence immaterial. Similarly; the soul
lives in, and is dependent on, the physical existence of the body, and the
soul itself comes from the spiritual wotld and is in essence immaterial.

The mitzvos are also similar to a candle in that mitzvos are done
through physical action, and are therefore affiliated with the body, yet
they produce a spiritual result, and are therefore in essence nonphysical.

Yet there is one important difference betweeri the soul and the mitz-
vos: The mitzvos belong to God, but are given to man to fulfill, while the

soul is mar’s, but has the capacity to relate to and connect with God.
We see that, like the candle, the soul and the mitzvos each have an
affiliation with the spiritual and the physical. Therefore, God says, “If
you safeguard My candle, I will safeguard your candle” — if you accept
ic mitzvos and connect to thgm, I will accept your soul, and it will
connect to Me. o

6. Gemara Shabbos 23b

The Gemara relates that the scrupulous observance of certain
mitzvos results in special rewards:
X311 27 My — Rav Huna said:  vpmbp oug mb 1013 3 900
oman — One who is habitual in kindling the Sabbath and Cha-
nukah light will have sons who are Torah scholars."® 3w
%y 7y noi s — One who is careful in observing the
mitzvah of mezuzah'™ will merit a beautiful residence.’®
r1x3 nvhpb it nys v — One who ds careful in observing
the mitzvah of fzitzis™ will merit a beautiful garment.
1 1372 Nnpy it pig wiTps g — One who is careful in
performing the sanctification of the Sabbath day®” will merit
[to] fill many kegs of wine.®!

The Gemara illustrates how the reward for kindling was
bestowed: '
xpnex um ophn omyn Y7 omg xpn 21 - Rav Huna
would regularly pass by the doorway %733 12y 2277 — of
R’ Avin the carpenter. N W7W3 Y37 Mg Ky ~ [Rav
Huna] saw that [R’ Avin] was wont to kindle many lights,
both on the Sabbath night and during Chanukah.®?  »mn my
N3 "mo1 vwan37 May — He said: “Two great men®® will
come out from here,” 72 RN A1) PAK I3 TR A7 WM R
Pax — And, in fact, the Torah scholars Rav Idi bar Avin and

Rav Chiya bar Avin came out from the house of [R’ Avin and
his wifel.

NmInan) ow g b oy T anx WRTA
N2 WP e T MR @wYTp

M2 WP P MR PY N3 PWORD MW R
b YR RO M 9MR I MR MW R
T2 WYIPT MR 1D 1D anawh Mt aaTn
OoNR MWK ANNT DR DY BNR OR R
T2 M1 R TIN2 WITPT MK CUYER Y K
MR ANDT NI N 0D TP N A T
DX 9RWwH ANK B BTR DWW
T WIPEY KD Y I3 DR MR IR M
SIMWT NART 1N Nem N 3 W e
MK 3 W DA TN 120 ana mhnl
0y TN 1Y ohw onba R OTIR B wR
1932 DRI P01 R 0D MPna R 1% v 79
WY MAT BR OWP anwab W e INm DIRA

PARLT PR OWRD B33 BR 19 o3 aena b
IS 791 93 IR R MRNT 9% henws
Syb »70 HY NWYI MBI T8 %9 91 M3 on
MWAT AT BR Mo»w nieai bR w0 aws oI
b MW Y W DB KT MSRnY TRy
Mk o amaw P2 o wesn pa b7
amw I 792N BWwh SR DMWY oM iR o
AW AT HM AN Dabn R RTRT Nwaa
920 92 MphaT b W vs pY DIRD Ko
IR Y2b W BN ANERM QTR bW v
RO 73 TR abynd novw fonw mena X
AP TS W I 0T D Em kY navw
TR 7% omwa onba bR monat nmwan SN
bapn ANY M1 MWD Ox XF TR 9vpi
THan AW 03 [IYRA NPAT 1Y M mieni
192 DIphaT Thawsh T ynpw bapn

7.Rashi

99 - BIVR WA 9 2 wdon
Mo W P %D HY PEE3 W3
< % DbE DY *BES BE PV
ot (200 97) jpe b
W3 PIE3 9 PYTON £ OUEN
oNS 1TER3 SED LR 1S
1 (1 BER) PR3 - BN YPIID
PIH 9 07 B ND DM HUP
1597 $ 707 N 3 D30M 3L

16, As it states (Proverbs 6:23): 1IK 11Ny myn 13 3, For the command-
ment is a lamp and the Torah is light. By observing the commandment
of kindling a lamp on Shabbos and Chanukah, one brings the light of
Torah into the world (Rashi). .
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Our Sages tell us in Maseches Shubbos {23b) that vne who is
zealous in the mitzva of meznzah will mesit to bave a beautiful
home. One who i careful in observing the mitzve of teitzis will
merit to have o beautiful garment. One who is careful to make . 8. Rav Shimon
Kiddush on Shabbos day will merit to fill many kegs of wine, The Schwab

(1908-1995)

Maharal explains that these rewards will be given in the World
Come, This leads Rav Schwab 2™ to ask the following question.
‘This Gemara teaches us that one who develops the habit of kindling

Shabbos candles will be rewarded with sons who are scholars, The ' Taken from The
Gemara then Hlustrates this reward by recounting how Rav Avin Commentators' Shabbos
used to kindle many lights in honor of the Shabbos and was there- Rabbi Yitzchak Sender

by rewarded with two sons who became great Torah scholars, They
were Rav 161 bar Avin and Rav Chiya bar Avin, Thus Rav Schwab's
questian is; How can the Maharal say that the reward for lighting
Shabbos candles is in the next world, since having sons who are
Torah scholars is clearly a reward o this world, To this Rav Schwab
remarked that if one wmerits to have sons who are Torah scholars,
one already has his R obw - his reward usually saved for the
world to conte — right here and now,

Thus we might say that if one lights Shabbos candles in honor of
the Shabbos day, which is xam oy yem, “like a taste of the World to
Cotpe,” one merits 1o be rewarded i this world with a taste of the
‘World to Come, in the fornt of having sons who are Torah scholars,

This is the basis for the custom of lighting a candle for each per-
son m the household, For we pray that cach and every child in the
tiwome will develop into a Torah scholar and bring light and joy not 9. Gemara Shabbos 23b
only to their parents and their family, but to all of Klal Yisrael,

The Gemara establishes a set of preferences for the perfor-
mance of certain holiday commandments: '
"% xpwp 837 K — Rava said: It is obvious to me that if an
impoverished person lacked the funds to purchase oil for kindling
mang ) 9Nt 73 — both a Sabbath light for his house and a
Chanukah light, n"3 Bi%W mwn g1y M3 13 — purchasing oil
for a Sabbath light for his house is preferable, on account of
the peace it brings to his house.” oy vrmpy invg 7y — Tt is
also obvious that if a pauper cannot afford to purchase both oil for
a Sabbath light for his house and wine for the sanctification of
the Sabbath day,®® in» oibw Dwn qryy 1M =) ~ purchasing
10: Gemara Sota 17a oil for a Sabbath light for his house is preferable, on account of

the peace it brings to his house. »

The Gemara discusses the seriousness of adultery:
X3Py a1 vy — R’ Akiva expounded:  nwx) whx — A
hushand and wife, 33} — if they merit it, i.e. they abstain from
forbidden relations with others, y7*a Ny — then the Divine
Presence is present between them,'® 15y X% ~ But if they do
not merit it, i.¢. they are unfaithful to the marriage, 1R%2IX WX
« then fire consumes them,"

The Gemara expands this teaching:
K37 K — Ravasaids  whsgn XpMY nWsT — And the wife’s
fire is stronger than the husband’s.®?  (xpyv 1xn — What is
the reason?) 1§12y ™1 — Because the letters representing the

fire of [the woman] ave joined, H1yn &5 ) - \thereas the 11. Pirkei D’Rebbe Fliezer
letters representing the five of [the man] are not joined.®

As long as he was alone, the first man is referred to by the Torah as
. Only upon being given a wife is he called v, and she iy, for it is
at the time of marriage that the Shechinah joins them. God hovers over
the couple and protects them. But if they sin, He withdraws His Name,
and they are rendered fire and fire and consume each other, as Scripture
says of the lust for illicit relations (Job 81:12): it is a fire, it shall consume
until obliteration (Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer 12).
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nM 2nd L4y D)
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12. Maharal — R. Yehudah Loew (1520-1609)

Chiddushei Agados

Jawa w mpb W)
naWw PR WK B
oW A PR ORI
W R R
9317 W oAy LToRYEn
WY %
S obw

PR OO T WM

W P DY XIpA
N KR 21bA ,7aba

Candle lighting brings peace to the home, Light is referred to as
“peace” because it gives one the ability to differentiate between things.
True peace s achieved when one element does not enter and mix in
another’s territory; rather, everything éxists in its own right, within its
own borders. For this reason morning, the time of light, is called boker,
from the word bikur, to distinguish, because where there is light, there
exists the ability to discern between things, However, the time of dark-
ness is called erev, evening, which can also mean “mixing,” because at the

time of dackness one canriot differentiate betweeh things, and they mix

together and lose their individual identities,

. L Im BT A Pan
RIP2 RS 7D 02T A 1At WY 9wRs mbwn
BPAMMYR O BT WA apn 2%y Jeinn
RIP3 MR T 0229990 01 7 2103 71 99 PR
a1 P2 879377 1209 WY IRA T YW 9pia
DY RV 9275 937 P2 MPa W WRDY b
29¥NRY 6351 AR PRI EMEATT PA R OWR
M1 R9P3 700RDY J[INRY 33 AN, BY P11 yvama
S 1% W poRbnn NaW BTRA IWRD abw naw
71 npSTT N owes DYWR MDY IMRW MY JDHav
TR DWW BRY RYT nawa 1 npba 'y Lhawa
n%HNa 1IMRY N5 (0w Ancawh Tmen haviw]
W 91 9% Wy DY @Y hmuan R InR
TR DAWR 93 9% PR WK LY Rpa o ovhw
AT DB 7 IR IR Dipna LY

JSawa p

D7D dY DI DINSY PEITP (11> MNI3I)
BB 916D 136 DINIS DPY 27 H3L NHN
PY 1017 PHH3 15 ©INH .H3E dE Of ON3
1Y HIDE N MO oMY BP7S TI73
" D3E3 HIDH I LN DPd Hy?s
tH D3ED NH O3pd DAED 11 1HY 1 PEPOE
MO EPED ND BP7S TI73 37ED 13 PN
DIC3 DHH37 .DIE3 D HPHID PISN 1O
£1331 6 1510 HID H3ED 1 9D N0 3D
96 .0NP P30 5O 1h oy H3Ld O
oYEIDY BHNST AP Sv I A3 HId
oDY3 DVE DIEN H3E3 P PPOTND
Fyo 05 DEHD PP OO NNEI N0 T
I AP35 DD D19 HE HPLIN
DY 0L D3E3 MDD DD NNHE
573 10 NHPHD MK DY DY 1PN
HDNYT HHMILHH Sp DN BN HIE M3
S3pd 9070 DA HINYY HIPLOL IMD

57591 21505 1PN

13. Ohev Yisroel (Ekev)
R. Avraham Yehoshua Heshel

Apter Rav
(1748-1812)

opdD £ITNI 13 TR Ay YN
M PO PNL3 PN HH

9 1650 LD HbH J0HM ,oN7 dven
2eyna IR LOMD MDY .H3E3 DI HPdTRD
(® 0 o) 35 DT I DB O 27
BY7D3- Y10 1EIN LPHINY MOHD HdD
MIP753 WhEn . PIppd. o7 (H INE)
POp DVEID OSN3 D ILH DI
D%7 ODD PNID D7IPD- O NHED POND
07D 103 D5H IDIH 1OVIM DM TIN3.
13 DDY DPIN DM DPEM: DIOHM
13560 B, (75 ,DP DOD) IHIE ONDE
1OBY3 HH NHINYN OEID WO D M
HHndT BRPLHH MO tH HINN. amrdd
9570 PP DNV OO H3PRdE O
D3E3 B (:D HVYN) dH 1INhH DM
DIDT IEIND 101 1 UHI .OWIDd Bp7S
95 BHED NP MIPD w5 DM Wb
B35 7pYd 9H LOMEND TN 19D PHD)
ENED 710 P OO Hb. (1Y ,p DWEY) 3D
D9 D (YD NP PIM) om NH)
37010 YO KOS H3E3 >H oMY N

Shabbos does not really need our lights; Shabbas
itself is a source of radiance, and with the arrival of
Shabbos every Jewish home is lit up with this splendor of
Shabbos. Then why do we kindle Shabbos lights? The
Sages tell us that “every awakening Above' must be
preceded by an awakening below.” Hashem.s b.Iessing
descends only if we take the first step. By kindling th'e
Shabbos lights, we awaken Hashem’s favor, and He will
bestow His Divine Light on us.
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15, Rambam Tiferes Yisroel 34

14. Maharal

YT DX DWY PR NIW3 N NPT R D0 P, 0he o v

RO, P9TH R 130 Y Yo
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MYYW 7Y DR MTAY 2%0 WRY mgn Y 6% 1Mo3 ppnpe g e AT D278 TR ﬂWb Rnw ‘1”'?33 KN 7993

W0 PR 139 pIpbd B oft
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2apb SHIBE Wb MM 3 YPIRY %127 132 PR OAYBRA w39 nbnnn

735 2% (6] 2R 3D H993 AW A DK 720091 1292 X Man nbnna Xa nean
RSV TR NEK A7 ANR M3 PRI Bnp 11 MG B pret 39 :Z;Z;z;p: 1272 ]W)’? DAW MW NN B9 13 nba
AW 5w 3 PYRTAY MR MY WP WK DR WA DPTPWYa A7 MR nean

MBS DTIND 3TA BA2 NN RN DMATT 90 Y TP TVTD gyq%y 903 RV M9 nennn vawH Y

S27 DIN NI TEY PO AT KT XPY RN LAWY i wnnwnb
T NRY TS R KD 2R [3) 0R NPRIT PTPTY PN

TNR2 PRI IR R HUORT D 9582 nbnnn
X721 0997 0 WRY AN AD93 RN a9
A7ART K23 RYY 042 1wb XITW nbn neas
WA RV BT DRMIR M MR Y RN

16. Kaf Ha'Chaim N33 R W Y TN Bw T R

AR RN ADNAM M%7 nbnnn R

It is a great mitzuah to give tzedakah with joy before K731 DT TRY OAa 73727 10 ™MW
kindling the Shabbos lights. It is customary for women to  4TT™IR 1% P97 Y93 7592 13 PRY 575K
place some coins in a charity box before lighting the candles.  bany 9n» W29 172 W npmRT 9RY 0 A8

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 75:2) For mystical reasons it is
recommended that a woman give three small coins for

tzedakah,

17. Shulchan
Aruch o.c. 263

nbnna M WD N3 ndanT KW /a0 opn
" W 1% Mann nbnnn ahwn nxoa

(o) DI WU () R VR NRYTR LOYTOY MR BYR DIDWWH @1 ) NWRD A0) 19) W0
v En wm vw TINDY KDY TRPI DR DY TR PRRT RT () YY ooy phiny p
P77 W OPDIR nPDY DORD LW MR DWRD MR D cow o gy v o
PRI MY opi) mnpen but ) UMW Yot i A% pR* @) abey .nawa
upR” () P i NI @ DWIRT o) 3 R nawW o Yopn nw o mn ny
IR nawh M nipb nan T PR OBRY MDD O OPIE3 NIPRWY miEn ninspy

Fo

% Lmpne ) newh o oniph man YR PR BRI BP0 PR W oy ,avn

NPy mm 1T PR okp W KY3 nED oW PRT BT DY awn (v) aTip naw
Yy My e DI R sy wro mRY 1Y AR W onigy) vy

1. (1)One should take care to prepare (2) a bright light_‘* ffor Shabbo's/.
’ Some /people/ especially (3) prepare /a light with/ (4) two wicks, (5) one for
zachor and one for shamor.**

Gloss: One may (8) add /to this number/, kindling three or four lights. This, in,
fact, is the custom: a woman who forgets once to kindle /the Shabbos lights/,
kindles (1) three lights the rest of her life™ (...) For one tay add to (8) any
Jquantity/ that is meant to represent a particular subject /without detracting from
the representation intended/; it is only required that one not subtract /from the
representative quantity/. (...) . .

2. Both men and women are obligated to have a kindled light in their homes on
Shabbos, '

Even (9) one who has nothing to eat should go begging (10) from door to door*
/30 as to be able/ to buy oil and kindle a /Shabbos/ light — for this is part /of the
mitzvah/ of making Shabbos a delight (Oneg Shabbas).
3. (11) Women are more obligated in this /mitzvah than mén/ (12) because they are
generally at home and take care of the household needs,

If one cannot afford to buy both a light for Shabbos and /wine for/ Kiddush,
(13) the Shabbos light takes precedence. Similarly, if one cannot afford to buy both
a light for Shabbos and a light for Chanukah, the Shabbos light takes precedence,
(14) because /it contributes to maintaining/ peace in the home — for there can be no
domestic peace without a light.
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18. Shulchan Aruch
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5. (21) Upon kindling /the Shabbos light/ one should make the blessing: Baruch at-
tah Ad-onai E-loheynu melech ha-olam asher kideshanu bemitzvosav vetzivanu
(22) lehadlik neyr shel Shabbas.®* This is the same for both man and woman.

(23) On Yom Tov, too, one must make the blessing: “... lehadlik (24) neyr shel

Yom Tov.”

Gloss: Some [authorities/ hold that the
kindling.

blessing is made (26) before the

Others hold that it is made (27) after the kindling (...), and that to satisfy the
requirement of oveyr la’asiyaso (that the blessing be said immediately before the

act to which it pertains) one should not derive
after the blessing. /For this reason/ one should

any benefit from /[the light/ until
place one’s hand in front of the

light /, blocking its light,/ after the kindling, make the blessing, and then immedi-

ately remove the hand /, exposing the light to
oveyr la’asiyah /since benefit is derived from the
ing/. This /latter view/ is the usual practice. (..

view/. This makes [the blessing/
light immediately after the bless-
.)

19, Mishna Berura

(12) Because they are generally., Another
reason is that /Woman/ extinguished the light of
the world by bringing death to First Man.
‘However, it is meritworthy that the husband
ready the lights ffor kindling/. [Kessavim]

By YW nnasy caen byu Ty LaERY wER ()
oDy WRIY 2%v mipp Yamy IR Oy R apRY

20. Siddur

It is customary to add this prayer after lighting:

PRI May it be Your will, O God my God, and God of my ancestors,

to be gracious towards me [and my husband, my children, my
father, and my mother] and towards all my relatives. Grant us, and all
Yisrael, good and long life. Remember us for good and for blessing, and
be mindful of us for deliverance and compassion. Grant us great bless-
ings, and complete our homes, rest Your Presence among us, and grant
us the privilege of bringing up children and grandchildren who are wise
and understanding, God-loving, God-fearing, truthful [and trustwor-
thy] people, holy people, who bind themselves to God. Let them illumi-
nate the [darkness of this] world with Torah and with good deeds. [Let
them attain complete mastery] in all the intricacies of serving the Cre-
ator. Please hear my plea in the merit of our matriarchs, Sarah, Rivkah,
Rachel, and Leah. Iliuminate our lamps [our souls] so they will never be
extinguished for all eternity. Hluminate Your Presence [among us] so thar
we can be redeemed, Amen,

It is custornary to add this prayer after lighting:

IRY S NI i i Ny o 2, et 118 0
WY YT 720 92 Y DX ) 3N ) 003 N 03
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WY N DR DT D033 03 03 DR U YD Py
AIRD DRIV R DTN DRAT 7, WTR VIR U 000y
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