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83 / SHACHARIS/WEEKDAY MORNING SERVICE PESUKE! D'ZIMRAH

YISHTABACH
Stand while reciting ‘May Your Name be praised ... The fifteen expressions of praise —

song and praise ... blessing and thanksgivings’ — should be recited without undue pause,
MARW May your Name be praised forever — our King, the God, the
* great and holy King — in heaven and on earth. Because for
You is fitting — O HASHEM, our God, and the God of our forefathers —
song and praise, lauding and hymns, power and dominion, triumph,*
greatness and strength, praise and splendor, holiness and sovereignty,
blessings and thanksgivings from this time and forever. Chazzan—
Blessed are You, HasHEM, God, King exalted through praises,* God of
thanksgivings, Master of wonders, Who chooses musical songs* of
praise — King, God, Life-giver of the world.* (Cong.— Amen.)
From Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur and on Hoshana Rabbah many congregations recite Psalm

130. The Ark is opened and each verse is recited by the chazzan, then by the congregation.

n1'7¥|7_~3"_1 WY A song of ascents: Erom the depths I called You, HAsHEM.

) My Lord, hear my voice, may Your ears be attentive to the
sound of my pleas. If You preserve iniguities, O God, my Lord, who could
survive? For with You is forgiveness, that You may be feared. | put
confidence in HASHEM, my soul put confidence, and I hoped for His word. |
yearn for my Lord, among those longing for the dawn, those longing for the
dawn. Let Israel hope for HASHEM, for with HASHEM is kindness, and with

Him is abundant redemption. And He shall redeem Israel from all its
iniquities.

If a minyan is present, the chazzan recites Half-Kaddish and Borchu.
53;\:37 May His great Name grow exalted and sanctified (Cong~ Amen.) in the
world that He created as He willed. May He give reign to His kingship
in your lifetimes and in your days, and in the lifetimes of the entire Familypof
Israel, swiftly and soon. Now respond: Amen.
(Cong.— Amen. May His great Name be blessed forever and ever.)
May His great Name be blessed forever and ever.

Blessed, praised, glorified, exalted, extolled, mighty, upraised, and lauded be
the Name of the Holy One, Blessed is He (Cong.— Blessed is He) — (From Rosh
Hashanah to Yom Kippur add: exceedingly) beyond any blessing and song, praise and
consolation that are uttered in the world. Now respond: Amen. (Cong.— Amen.)
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Stand while reciting N30Y. The fifteen expressions of praise — IR LYY —
should be recited without undue pause, preferably in one breath.

MR Zan 70 Dxn o vh Jpw mang
TIORY AR T K 97 7D PN omwa '

773 T¥3,TW0m 1Y Tyen Y9 nawt vy arniax
MIKTIM NiD3 MY 1wy DKM 1R AN
7113 7n OX M anx g3 oYy oy onvn
TTWA TIAT NIKeNT TR NIKTIMT DX+ ninawna
(.9 —Cong) OMmIYi1 M OK 50 4 mm

From Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur and on Hoshana Rabbah many congregations recite VY
71o¥nn. The ark is opened and each verse is recited by the chazzan, then by the congregation.
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well. When man uses them 1o further Godo Rahin Bunam  of P'shis'cha interpreted
sl they wre praisewarthy. But it people seck homiletically that the word ™ can be translated
power and pursue triumph for their own selfish remnants (from oW, leftovers). God wishes to

If a minyan is present, the chazzan recites V3p 3N and ”g.
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ends, they bring destruction upon the world (R
Geduliah Schorr).

mnawnd Y11 — Exalted through praises. The im-
plication is not that God requires our praises in
order 1o become exalted: for His  infinite
wreatness is beyond our capacity to comprehend,
much less express. Rathes, it is His will that we
have the privilege of exalting 1lim, despite our
inability 10 do so adequately. This s the
implication of Who chooses musical s0NYs, i,
we praise Him because He wishies us 1o

AWPWIANDT - Whe chouses iusical songs.

see how much of the lofty sentiments of our
prayers remain with us after we close our siddur.
Thus, He chonses what is left over after the
Songs of Praise have been uttered.

wnYwa n — Life-giver of the world. This
essential principle of Jewish belief reiterates that
creation is an ongoing process — God created an
continues 1o create. Because He gives |.lfe
constantly, our thanks and praise are likewise
constant (R Munk),

S mbynn ™ - A song of ascents. Ahhous}"
most congregations recite mbypn Y at this

(oK

)

we may not utter it, But in time to come, there
will be no contradiction between perception and
reality,
@ rmanw / Yishtabach

As noted in the commentary 1o WKW 173, (p.
58), the nanw prayer ends the Pesukei D’ zimrah
section of Shacharis. The theme of fificen i
repeated twice in this prayer: there are fif teen
expressions of praise in the first hall of the
paragraph, and aftec 7 ang P2, there are fifteen

words. This number alludes 1o the fifteen 2w
mbyna, Songs of Ascents [Psalms 120-134],
composed by David  Also, fifteen s the
numerical value of the Divine Name m, the
fetters of which were used by God o create
heaven and earth, therefore, it alludes o the idea
that everything is Gud's and He s its Creatm

vy abwnm 1y Pavwer arnd dominion,
trivenph Although  these  qualities  are
attributed 1o God, we Lind them in people as
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anpn Ky Wk xnby x9x1— Upon what [basis], then, does the l @ TALMUD
world endure?®  xpTANT K37 MY KTK) RITOT AR ~ SoTa Ha
Upon the Kedushah of the Order,™ and upon the response,

“May His great Name be blessed etc.,” recited as part of the

Kaddish following public study of Aggadah.t y1x,, mmxwy

“@D K91 nmYy box m3 nnpy — For the verse states: The

world is dark as the gloom of death’s shadow, for lack of

orders."!  xn — Thus, we may derive by inference: 7o W1

boixn yoin— If there are orders,® then [the world] will

emerge out of gloom.*
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and the cliffs will topple, and every wall will topple to the ground. # | will
summon the sword against him to all My mountains — the word of the Lord
HasHEM/ELOHIM — each man's sword will be against his brother. 2 [ will
punish him with pestilence and with blood; torrential rain and hailstones, fire
and sulfur will | rain down upon him and upon his cohorts and upon the many
peoples who are with him. 2 | will be exalted and I will be sanctified, and [
will make Myself known before the eyes of many nations; then they will know
that [ am HASHEM."
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8 Amalek*® came and battled Israel in Rephidim. 9 Moses said to Joshua,

“Choose people for us and go do battle with Amalek; tomorrow I will stand on
top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand. "10 Joshua did as Moses said to
him, to do battle with Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur ascended to the top
of the hill. ' It happened that when Moses raised his hand * Israel was stronger,
and when he lowered his hand Amalek was stronger. ' Moses' hands grew
heawy, so they took a stone and put it under him and he saton if, and Aaron
and Hur supported his hands, one on this side and one on that side, and he
remained with his hands in faithful prayer until sunset. 13 Joshua weakened
Amalek and its people with the sword’s blade.

1+ HASHEM said to Moses, “Write this as a remembrance in the Book and recite
it in the ears of Joshua, that | shall surely erase the memory of Amalek from
under the heavens.™ '5 Moses built an altar and called its name “HasHeM Is My
Miracle™: '6 and he said,* “For the hand is on the throne of God: HASHEM

maintains a war against Amalek, from generation (o generalion.”
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~ixn 137 R — R Meir said:  7yvyn DIRY YY3 — At the time that a person suffers for his sins, 1 MY
nanixk 1wy — what expression does the Shechinah articulate?su yinm nYn WwKrAR 2R — So to speak, God
sa}s: 4] am burdened by My head; I am burdened by My arm.”@ oy mywn b 19 by qyvyn oipRI 12 DR —
If the Omnipresent is pained so for the spilled blood of the wicked, ©"¥ Sw 17 Yy NN b2 — how much

more so is He pained for the blood of the righteous!
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PIY? 137 TN KTE 37 13 PAR AT MK - R’ Avin bar Rav Adda
said in the name of R’ Yitzchak: mm X1 7373 wipaw 11un
poon — From where is it derived that the Holy One, Blessed is
He, dons tefillin?3 -mxaw — For it is stated:™ 1 vawy,
-y 17121 v — Hashem has sworn by His right hand and
by the arm of His strength. IR A3, — “By His right
hand”: This is a reference to the Torah, n7wxIPEM,, Ry
mY — as it is stated:* from His “right hand” [He presen.té.d']
the fiery Torah to them. poon by wy yin, — “And by
the arm of His strength”: This is a reference to tefillin,
mRY ayY 1Y R, IRKY - as it is stated:®? Hashem will give
“strength” to His people, which alludes to tefillin.t%

It is now explained how we know that the last verse, which
speaks of Israel’s strength, alludes to tefillin:
bxainy on Y PYDRIY I - And from where is it derived
that tefillin are the strength of Israel? 2137 — For it is
written:®® P 1N PYY KIP3 1 OW 3 YIARD my-93 k7.,
_ All the nations of the world will see that the Name of
Hashem is called upon you, and they will be in awe of you.
x1m — And it was taught ina Baraisa: TmIK 9T IYITR AT
R’ ELIEZER THE GREAT SAYS: WK13W 1'7'B1 19X — THESE
awe-inspiring objects are THE TEFILLIN THAT ARE worn ON THE
HEAD.!:

The Gemara records a discussion about God’s tefillin:
1’3% N2 RN anh pry? N3 e a7 mY “mx — Rav Nachman bar
Yitzchak asked Rav Chiya bar Avin: xpby MpT RN Nl
113 2'n3 — “Those tefillin of the Master of the Universe, what
is written in them?”’t4!

Rav Chiya bar Avin answered:
mb K — He said to him: 'y x3 0% M b ayd M, -
“And who is like Your people Israel, one nation in the
land.”’%#
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R’ Yose returns to the dialogue between himself and Elijah:
"5 1pK1 — AND ELIJAH SAID TO ME: ™3 — “MY SON, 5ip
it M37IN2 NYRY — WHAT SOUND DID YOU HEAR when you were
IN THIS RUIN?” 19 'R7nK] — AND I SAID TO HIM: N3 'Rypy
npiR] M3 npamy S — 1 HEARD A HEAVENLY VOICE
THAT WAS COOING LIKE A DOVEZY AND SAYING: w32 "X
'A’a NX MMIIMT DTNNYIY —‘WOE TO THE SONS BECAUSE OF
WHOSE SINS I DESTROYED MY HOUSE, 173%1 NX 'N31W) — AND
BURNED MY TEMPLE, nimixa pab omm2am — AND EXILED
THEM AMONG THE NATIONS of the world.” ” 7 pg) — AND
(ELIJAH] SAID TO ME: WX MM 710 —“BY YOUR LIFE AND THE
LIFE OF YOUR HEAD!Z! 73 nopix Taba ft nyw X9 — IT IS
NOT ONLY AT THIS MOMENT THAT [THE HEAVENLY VOICE] SAYS
THIS, 72 NINiX DmydwhY oo 533 X9X — BUT ONEACHAND
EVERY DAY IT SAYS THIS THREE TIMES, ! 12%3 11 X791 — ANDNOT
ONLYTHIS, niw7a 0371 nioia n3y o3 7x 10 nyys xox
_ BUT AT THE TIME THAT the people of ISRAEL ENTER THE
SYNAGOGUES AND HOUSES OF STUDY 2111 Amuw X 1
q71an — AND RESPOND in the Kaddish, ‘MAY HIS (God’s) GREAT
NAME BE BLESSED,Z7  1nix] WX1 yiym xa 03 vitpa —
THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED IS HE, SHAKES HIS HEAD AND SAYS:“)

72 1M INIR POYRRY 1797 MWK — ‘FORTUNATE IS THE KING
WHO IS PRAISED THIS WAY IN HIS HOUSE;#®  nx nbamy axy b mp
1]3 — WHATIS THERE FOR THE FATHER WHO HAS EXILED HIS SONS,
orrax oW Syn 193w o139 007 1K) — AND WOE TO THE SONS
WHO HAVE BEEN EXILED FROM THEIR FATHER'S TABLE.’ (%0



1. Rama §376. citing Kol Bo and others. His source is the story about R" Akiva (some say Rabban

Yochanan ben Zakkai) which is cited. with minor variations, in a number of places. Here we shall
recount the story in the familiar version found in Or Zarua. lt is also cited. with slight variations in
Menoras HaMa'or (Ner 1. 1:1). who quotes one version from Midrash Tanchuma. Parashas Noach .

~* Once. R" Akiva saw a bizarre man with a complexion black as coal. On his head. he was carrying

a load heavy enough for ten men. and he was running swiftly as a horse. R" Akiva ordered him
to stop.

‘Why do you do such hard work?' R' Akiva asked.

The apparition answered. ‘Do not detain me lest my supervisors be angry with me.’

'l am a dead man.’ he replied. 'Every day | am punished anew by being sent to chop wood
for a fire in which I am consumed.’

‘What did you do in life. my son?" asked R’ Akiva.

'l was a tax-collector. I would be lenient with the rich and oppress the poor.’

R’ Akiva persisted. *Have you heard if there is any way to save you?’

T heard that if only | had left a son who would stand before the congregation and call out 1393
71ana 1 nK. Bless HASHEM. the blessed One — to which the people would respond 1 12
1y1 099 7730, Blessed is HASHEM. the blessed One, for all eternity! And if only [ had left a son_

who could procvl"aim to the congregation, X271 RW wIzn™ 57, May His great Name bé exalted ™™ .

and sanctified — to which the people would respond ... 772n X237 MW X, May His great
Name be blessed! If | had such a son [ would be released from my punishment. But I left no son
... When I died. my wife was pregnant: but even if she had a son, there would be no one to
teach him.’

That moment R™ Akiva resolved to discover if a boy had been born and. if so. to teach him
until he could lead the congregation in prayer. He went to Ludkia and inquired after the
despised tax-collector. ‘May the bones of the wicked one be pulverized!' the people spat out. To
R’ Akiva's inquiries about the widow, they responded, ‘May her memory be obliterated from the
earth!” And his child — ‘He is not even circumcised.’

R™ Akiva took the child. had him circumcised. and personally taught him Torah and the order
of prayers. When he was ready. R’ Akiva appointed him to lead the congregation in prayer.

When he said. ‘Borchu es HASHEM . . ."the people blessed Him: 'Yisgadal V'viskadash shmei
rabba. . ." and the people responded. "Yehei shmei rabba. . .’

Instantly the tortured soul was freed from its punishment. That very night, it appeared to R’
Akiva in a dream and blessed him. ‘May it be God's will that your mind be at ease in Paradise,
for you have rescued me from the judgment of Gehinnom.’

R’ Akiva cried out to God. ‘May You be known as HASHEM [the Attribute of Mercy] forever;
HasHEM is Your appellation throughout the generations.’

Yesh Nochalin cites the version of this story in Zohar Chadash, according to which the deceased

afterwards came [to R’ Akiva} in a dream and told him: “When my son read the Haftarah they lighteped
my punishment in Gehinnom; and when my son led the public prayer-service and recited Kaddish.
they completely tore up my sentence. And when he became wise and acquired Torah. they gave me

a portion in Gan Eden.” .
The earliest source which mentions that mourners recite Kaddish (for the benefit of the soul of the

deceased) is Tractate Sofrim (19:12), which states: “After the chazzan finishes the Mussaf prayer. he

goes behind the door of the synagogue. . . There he finds the mourners and all the relatives of [the
deceased] and recites a blessing over them. Then he recites Kaddish.” And Rama (Orach Chaim

132:2) writes: “They recite the Mourner's Kaddish (Kaddish Yasom) after Aleinu. The Kaddish for the

mourner is mentioned by the Geonim and the Rishonim” (Gesher HaChaim 30:3:1).
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