= DUILDING A HOUSE
OF LOVE AND PRAYER:

Should We Include
Sinners in the Synagogue?

“I DON’T WANT TO DAVEN IN A SYNAGOGUE WHERE
EVEN ONE _JEW DOES NOT FEEL WELCOMED.
I CAN ONLY LIVE IN A HOUSE WHERE EVERY JEW -
WHERE EVERY HUMAN BEING - FEELS AT HOME.”
REB SHLOMO
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¢ Having mentioned the verse Let sinners cease from the earth,
: the Gemara goes on to recount an incident regarding the correct
: axplication of this verse:
KR WYT MDNIYR My e 137 ~ There were certain
: boars@ in R’ Meir’s neighborhood, xawmb 1P¥D Rp ) —
 md they caused [B” Meir] considerable distress. 3 xp mm
Sy o n ey won vxn 111 — Once, R' Meir was
 praying for mercy regarding them, so that they would die.
LANIT KIWNR MY Ty - His wife, Beruria, said to him:
;1971 %0 — What is your reasoning to pray for their deaths?
;"WEYD WY, NI WD — Because it is written: Lef sinners
bhataim) cease from the earth.™ You therefore emulate King
‘David ~ just as he prayed for the death of sinners, so too do you
.y for their deaths. mNBWI N3 m — But is it then the word
“thotim that is written in the verse, in which case the verse would

rfer to sinners? Nol®  3wn3 »muswn,, — [The word] written is

chataim, which refers to that which causes one tosin, i.e. the mva
Inclination!™ Accordingly, King David is not praying for the death
of sinners, but for an end to the Evil Inclination that leads them
into sin! K77 ™DOY Y 10U y) — And furthermore, go down
to the end of the verse, which states: ~npx 1y myw,, —
and let the wicked be no more. 7Y YY" KON WAYT 12
R — Now, is it definitely the case that once sinners cease from
the world, the wicked will be no more? But the cessation of
present-day sinners does not ensure that future wicked men will
not appear on the scene!®™ Evidently, then, the term chataim
refers not to sinners, but to that which causes sin — the Evil
Inclination.™ maw/na yITTYT ¥y ) w2 KoK — Therefore,
you should rather pray for mercy regarding [these boors]
that they should repent of their wickedness, and turn away from
their Evil Inclination! Byx Ty myw ~ In the absence of any
urge to sin, the wicked will indeed be no more! 'om3 xy2
W2 117N ¥y — [R’ Meir] heeded her advice and prayed
for mercy regarding [these boors], and they indeed repented
of their wickedness.™®
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The Gemara expounds a verse pertaining to Achan’s sin: MM [3] DX 191 WD B3 KW van non
v xvn,, — When Joshua inquired why Israel was defeated T2 PR WY T oy B vumn o
at the hands of Ai, God replied: Israel has sinned.®™ 137 7K [e] T Ty DN T3 W MK 8
X731 72 XaX — R’ Abba bar Zavda said: ‘7.N'HU7 A 5¥ X SN2 1M PITH TR Anow ¥ IMOIR ABYA DM ORY WD

Ryt — This indicates that although [the nation] had sinned,
they can still be called “Israel.””® xax 27 7nx — R’ Abba
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WRY 37T MPY? PRI pRvIT mh RUR DuR TR PR SR
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said: "Wyx ™pxT 37 — This is an example of the popular AVNY 2T WPV TY A3 TeRY MEYS W mER Yuab v wpnw
saying: ™Y Rpy 105 12 18T XoX — A myrtle that stands XU ROX o2 DUR PR NOYS MORY 1270 pramw R NTYY
am5omgng st willows still keeps its e “myrtle,” mY 1R NUKI O30 RIW MR @AY A0 WKW AT 85 ¢ AyIT nyT ey oin

— and [people] still call it “a myrtle.”®
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[U's also not proper lo alienale and scomn pecople who . £ N
desecrale the Shabbat. It's our duty to befriend them
and encourage them in the fulfilment of mitzvot, Our
sages have explained that when a transgressor who sinned
volitionally enters a synagogue 1o pray, he is to be
welcomed and not subjected 1o derision. In this ruling,
they relied on the counsel of King Solomon of blessed
memory: ‘a thiel shouldn't be despised for stealing.’
Don't despise transgressors in Israel when they secretly
come lo pray and steal mitzvol.
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“In truth, today, even free thinkers and transgressors
are prevalent that do not deliberately transgress, but
arc led astray by others. It is a great Mitzvah to show
them compassion and 1o teach them the correct path as
it says, ‘And you will teach them the path they should walk
in ctc.’ Those Torah scholars whom the Almighty has endowed
wilh wisdom and understanding and have the ability to heal
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1. A person who does not acknowledge [the validity of] the Oral Law! is not
the rebellious elder mentioned in the Torah.2 Instead, he is one of the heretics3
and he should be put to death by any person.

2. Since it has become known that such a person denies the Oral Law, he
may be pushed into a pit and may not be helped out.s He is-like all the rest of
the heretics who say that the Torah is not Divine in origin,é those who inform
[on their fellow Jews],” and the apostates.8 All of these are not considered as
members of the Jewish people. There is no need for witnesses, a warning, or
judges [for them to be executed]. Instead, whoever kills them performs a great
mitzvah and removes an obstacle [from people at large].9

3. To whom does the above apply? To a person who denied the Oral Law
consciously, according to his perception of things. He follows after his
frivolous thoughts and his capricious heart and denies the Oral Law first, as
did Tzadok and Beitus!0 and those who erred in following them.

[Different laws apply to] the children of these errant people and their
grandchildren whose parents led them astray and they were born among these
Karaities!! and raised according to their conception. They are considered as
children captured and raised by them.!2 [Such a child] may not be eager [to
follow] the path of mitzvot, for it is as if he was compelled not to. Even if
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