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he people saw that Moses had delayed i descending the mouniamn, and

the peoplc gathered around Aaron and said to hum, "Rise up, mave for us
gaods * that will ge before us, for thus man Moses who brought us up {rom the
tand of Egypt — we do nat know what became of him!”

s Aaron sawd io them, “Rermove the nngs of gold that are i the cars of your
wnues, sons. and daughters, and bring them Lo me ™

* The entire people removed the yold nings that were in thewr ears, and brought
thern to Aaron ¢ He took it from ther hands and bound i up i a cloth, and
fashioned 1L into a molten calf. They said, “Thus 1s your god, O Isracl, which
hreught you up from the land of Eqypt ™

" Aagron saw and budl an altar before hum. Aaron cailed oul and sind, "A
festwal for HAstEM tomorrow!”

s They arose carly the next day and offered up burnt-offerings and brought
peace-offerings The people sat 1o eal and dnnk, and they got up lo revel.*

" Hasnert spoke to Moses: “Go, descend” — for your people thal you brought
up from the land of Eqyp! has become corrupt & They have strayed quickly from
the way that I have commanded them. They have rade themselues a molien
caif, prosirated themselves lo and sacnficed to . and they sad, This is your
gad. O Isracl, which brought you up from the land of Equpt.” " ¥ HasHEH said to
Moses, "I have seen this people, and behold! it 1s a stiff-necked * people. '® And
now, desist from Me. Let My anger flare up against them and I shall anniulate
thern, and | shall make you a great nation.”

Y Moses pleaded before HasHEM, his God, and said, "Why, HasHEM, should
Your anger flare up against Your people, whom You have laken oul of the land
of Egypt, with great power and a strong hand? '? Why should Egypt say the
following “With euil intent did Fle take them oul, to kil them in the mounlans
and 1o anndulate them from the face of the earth? Relent from Your flanng anger
and recansider regarding the ewil agamnst Your peopie. * Rermember for the sake
of Abraham, Isaac, and Isracl, Your servants, lo whom You swore by Yourself,
and You told them, I shall increase your offspring like the stars of heaven, and
ihus entire land of which | spoke, 1 shall giue to your of[spnng and it shall be thew
hentage forewer "

" HASHEM reconsidered * regarding the ewl that He declared He would do (o
His people.

5 Mases lurned ® and descended from the mounlain, with the two Tablets of
the Testimony n his hand, Tablels inscnbed on both ther sides; they were
inscnbed on one side and the other. *¢ The Tablets were God's handwork, and
the scapt was the scapt of God, engraved on the Tablets.

? Joshua heard the sound of the people inits shouting, and he said 1o Moses,
“The sound of battle s« the camp!”

' He said, "Nol a sound shouling strength nor a sound shouting weakness,
a sound of distress do | hear!”

A happened as he Jiew near the camp and saw the calf and the daaces,
that Moses” anger flared up He thiew down the Tablets from tus hands and
shatlered them at the Jool of the mountamn 29 He ook the calf that they had
made and burned 1 [re He ground i Lo a finc powder and sprnkled o over
the water He made the Children of Israel dnnk *

< Maoses saud (o Aaron, “What did this people do to you thal you brought a
reuous sin upon 12"

& Aaron sad, “Lel not my masler’s anger flare up You know that the
peaple 1s disposad toward ewl. ™ They said to me, Make us a god that will
go before us, for this man Moses who brought us up from the land of Egypt —
we do nat know what became of hun 22 So [ said to them, "Who has gold?’
Thiey removed it and gave d 1o me | threw il nto the fire, and this calf
emerged

* Moses saw the peaple, thal i was exposed, for Aaron had cxposed them
(o disgrace among thiose who nise up against them

* Moses stood al the gateway of the camp, and said. “Whocue: 15 [or
Hasnem, jont me!™ — and all the Leuites gathered around hum. * 77 He said 10
them, “So sawd Hasucs the God of Iscael, ‘Every man, pul hus sword on hies
thigh and pass back and [orth from gale to gele in the camp Let coery man hult
hes brather, every man tis fellow, and cuery man fus near one o

" The Leudes did as Moses said. and about three thousand men of the
people [ell that day 2% Moses said, “"Dedicate yourselues® this day 1o Haskt.m
— [or cach has opposcd hus son and his brother — that He may bestow upon
yore a biessing, this day .~

" O the next day, Moses said 10 the people, “You have comnuticd a
grevous sn! And now | shall ascend to Hasiem — perhaps [ can win atone
ment n the face of your sin. "3 Moses returned to HASHEM and said, "Tunplore!
Tis people has comnulited a gricvous st and made themiselues a yod of gold.
? And now of You would hut forgie thewr sin! — bul Jf nol, erase me now [rom
Yorr Dook that You have wntten.”

W HASHEM said to Moses, "Whocver has smned against Me, | shall erase hum
{rom My haook. > Now, go and lead the people to where | have lold you
Behold! My angel shall go before you, and on the day that | make My ac
[ shall bang their sin to account agains! them ™
Y Then HaSHEM struck the people wih a plague, because they had made ihe

count, *
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16 Fathers shall not be pu! (o death because of sons, and sons shall not be put

to death because of fathers; a man should be put to death for his own sin.

(=) ,\610 (3) sSoTA

whnw 11 w17 ~ R’ Simlai expounded:

sate himself with its bounty? Certainly not!
— Rather, this is what Moses said to himself:
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WY MKXN T 00N
5x7w YRS 0139 1137 — Why did Moses our Teacher desire to
enter Eretz Yisrael? 7y sy mnon 51955 101 — Did he need
to eatof itsfruit 1y x1mn21m »1awh 1x — or did he need to

WM K 3 XK
NUYI MY s

5x7w — “There are many mitzvos that the Jewish people
have been commanded  Sxwryaxa3 xHr pavpnn pxy — that

cannot be fulfilled except in Eretz Yisrael,

YRy 01K 033K —

I will enter the Land 7 by 913 wanpniw »13 — so that all

[the mitzvos] will be fulfilled through me.”

wrtpa o Ik

X111 712 — The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to him, =53
15w 93p% kY% wpan nnx - Do you seek anything other than
to gain reward? nxaw omwy 190 POy UK n‘:yp — Even
though you will not enter Eretz Yisrael to have those mitzvos per-
formed, I will reckon it for you as if you had performed them,*:
as it says:® mav31b phnx 199., — Therefore, I will assign

him a portion from the multitudes
and he will divide spoils with the mighty —

Y9w phm omvy-nxy -
TIYN WK Ann

W23 "My — in return for ha ving poured out his soul for death

)

IMIDWYD NN ~ and being counted among the wicked, xym

KW DRTROR — yet he bore the sin of the multitudes,
YN0 DWW ~ and prayed for the wicked. This verse should
be understood as follows:  'pan3 1251 13%,, — Therefore, |

will assign him a portion from the multitudes.

DKy S

2WKRI2 X9 — One might think that Moses will be assigned a
portion like one of the later righteous men, but not like one of
the earlier righteous men. Y Tmbn -~ Scripture says:
"9% P oMYy nxv., - and he will divide spoils with ihe
mighty. Moses will be assigned a portion  2pyn pryt oqaxy -

like those of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

myn21 — who were mighty in Torah and mitzvos.

W22 MY R — inrefurn for having poured out

TN Dy
wxnnn,,
his soul for

death. Amxw anmb MYy orw — For [Moses] sacrificed

himself to suffer death in a bid to protect the Jewish people, as it

says:* Y Ry A PROBRY,, — “And now if You would bui

forgive their sin — but if nof, erase me now etc. from Your Book

that You have written.” TN DWWRINNI,

counted for the wicked means

~ and being
3T M0 oy mamiw —~ that

[Moses) was counted with those that died in the desert,[2!
even though he was innocent of their wrongdoing.
URWYIWATVRUA — yet he bore the sin of the multitudes,
21y nwyn by — for [Moses] atoned for the incident involving
the Golden Calf. ~ym owwo., ~ and he prayed (rafgra)
for the wicked, mawna MW S wwin by omm vy —
for he beseeched God for mercy that the sinners of Israel
should repent.®  “pxw A750 XYx nyan PRy — And the verb
pegiah refers to none other than prayer, as it says: nnx1,
M7 oyT1wa Y5onn-Sx — And you, [Jeremiah] — do not pray
for this people;  abnmymn miya XYn 9%y ~ do not speak up

for them with a cry and a prayer,
entreat (tifga) Me.'>

Ny,
oYy

1371enYx — and do not
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11 51 b Mk nwYRY B B BRI T A AN, -
“And nouw, release Me, and My anger will flare against them
and I shall annihilate them, and I shall make you into a great
nation ete.”* m3x27 MK — R Abahusaid:  xpn xbnbx
19K oK 'xk 2103 — Were [this] verse not written, it would
be impossible to say it. X1 73 Wb Awn wonw by —
This teaches that Moses seized the Holy One, Blessed is He,
17332 17'a0 NR 09N R oKD ~ like a person who seizes his
friend by his garment, 1357 "nx) — and said before Him,
ooy ow man — Master of the Universe! =y qmm nx px
ot myom »inenw — 1 shall not release You until You forgive

=)

and pardon them! =

The Gemara continues its interpretation of the passage:
.+ m 9D K nwn San,, — And Moses pleaded before Hashem.™!
Why does the Torah employ the unusual term 5r1v instead of the
more common 255771

The Gemara interprets:
a1yx 131 mx — R’ Elazar said: 195 A%ena nwn Tyw Mmn
nYNAY Y KN P WIpa - This teaches that Moses stood in
prayer before the Holy One, Blessed is He, to the extent that
bhe successfully importuned Him."*

Another interpretation:
anx ka1 — And Ravasaid: 11319 nonw 1y — Moses persisted
until he annulled [God's] vow to destroy lsrael. X327 22
~5mm,, — It is written here: vayechal; ©n7 N2 — and it is
written elsewhere:® 137 9m x5, — He shall not profane
fyachel; his word [i.e hisvow]. DNy 5aRHMMINR KT IR IR
1% porn — And the master said: He [the one who took the vow]
may not profane it, but others may “profane,” i.e. annul, his
vgw for him.’*"

Another interpretation:
“px9xmwt — And Shmuel said: Dby b myy enw mhn
_ It teaches that [Moses] risked his life for their sake,**
AnKIU — as it states:  NDOR RY I PRIDXY,, — And now 1f
You would but forgive their sin! — but if not, erase me now from

Your book. "

CHINS N\ ¢H |
J‘\n @ clvzkun |

Heaven forbid that we should say that Aharon worshiped idols!
He was holy to Hashem and a prophet of Israel, and many mitzvos
were given through him and his brother Moshe. If he worshiped
idols, how did he escape being killed by Moshe? How did he and
his line become Israel’s eternal agents of atonement? No sin is
explicitly associated with him beside that of the water drawn from
the rock (Bamidbar 20:11). If he truly were destined for idolatry,
would Hashem have named him messenger?
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96 The Kuzari said: *1 grant you thal they inherited their greatness

from Adam, and that Adam was the most perlect of all creatures, and
that your nation was worthy of achieving more greatness than anyone
else in the world But still—how could there be any remnant of great-
ness after this sin {of the Golden Calf]?”

97 {1} The Rabbi said "In those days, every people worshiped
images. Even if philosophers had proven Lo everyone the existence of

the one omnipotent God, they sull would not have relinquished their
images This 1s because they would focus their attentions upon the
image, and would profess to the masses that Divinity attaches iselfl o
the 1mage and that il 1s unique In some supernatural way Some would
attribute this umiqueness directly to God We do something like this
today when we treat certain places with special reverence—we ml

25

cven consider the dirt and rocks of these places sources of blessing :
Others would attribute the images supernatural quahties to a certain
star, planet, constellation, or the like The masses would not accept
upon themselves any religious teaching unless 1t was accompanied by
some 1mage upon which they could focus their attention

2] [Duning this period in hustory], lsrael was waiung for that which
Moses had promised to bring down 1o them from God—something
that they could see and [ocus upon, just as they had focused upon the
cloud pillar and the fire pillar when they left Egypt. They would gaze
and concentrate upon the pillars, and would exalt them by bowing
down to God’s presence in front of them They behaved the same way
with the cloud pillar that descended upon Moses when God spoke
with him. 126

(3] “The nation heard the Ten Commandments, and Moses ascended
the mountain to bring down the engraved tablets and place them in an
Ark. The objective was to have some tangible 1tem that they could
focus upon—something that would contain [2 record of] the covenant
Between God and lsrael. 127 and a Divine [new] creation, namely, the
tablets themselves. Additionally, there was a cloud of Divine glory that

hovered above the Ark, and the Ark was continually associated with
128

miracles
l4] “The people patiently waited for Moses to descend from the
mountan, and retained their holy status all this ume. They did not
change in their appearance, their jewelry, or their clothes from their
first day at Mount Sinai; they stayed where they were, awaiung Moses’
return Moses tarried for forty days, witheut having taken with imany Y
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Torzh and faith are the axioms of the Jewish people. Eretz Yisrael
and Jerusalem are holy only because the Torah says they are. The
entire Torah is equally valid in every time and place, both in and
outside of Eretz Yisrael, and equally valid for every Jew, the
highest of the high, i.e, Moshe, and the lowest of the low. Even
Moshe, an agent between Hashem and man, has no special status
on a personal level where mitzvah observance is concerned. For us
to exist the Torah must exist, for Hashem and the Torah are one,
and the Torah depends only upon Hashem, the Prime Cause.

Likewise, Moshe cried out, “Am [ so holy that in my absence
vou felt you had to make a Golden Calf? Heaven forbid! [ am only
a man like you The Torah does not depend upon me ... Do not
imagine that the Tabernacle and the Temple are holy in and of
themselves. Their holiness derives only from Hashem's residing
among His children, and if those children break their covenant, the
holiness of the Temple and Tabernacle will be removed. They will
be like mundane items destroyed by vandals.”

Thus, when Titus entered the Temple with a harlot, he was not
harmed, for the Temple's holiness had already been lifted. Even the
tablets, the work of Hashem, have no holiness in and of
themselves. When Hashem's new bride committed adultery during
her wedding ceremony, those tablets reverted to mere potsherds.
Their holiness derived from the Jewish people’'s watching over
them, and they failed in this. Uliimately, nothing in the world
deserves our devotion and submission but Hashem, for only He is
inherently holy, and only to Him are praise and service acceptable.

The Tabernacle and Temples are holy only because Hashem
decreed them to be so ... Thus, when Moshe approached the camp
and saw the calf and the dancing, he realized the gravity of Israel’s
error, and conceding to their mood as Aharon had dore, he broke
the tablets. Moshe wished to show that nothing is Divine or holy
besides Hashem. Had Moshe brought down the tablets, the
[sraelites would have exchanged the Golden Calf for the tablets
without their misunderstanding being removed. By shattering
them, he made the people realize that they had rot reached their
goal, faith in Hashem and in His pure Torah. Moshe did a
wonderful deed by breaking the tablets and Hashem congratu-
lated him for doing so. The breaking of the tablets was a lesson to
the Jewish people in the essence of faith in Hashem.
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s51Er spoke (o Moses. saying: * Speak (o the entire assembly / the !
learen of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for holy am /, HxskE™,
youw God. *

* Epery man: Yowr mother and /ather shall you revere and My Sabbaths shall

yoic observe -~ [ am HasHgM, your God. * Do not tun o the idols, and molte
gods shall you not make for yourselves — | am HASHEM, your God.
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asHEN said to Moses, “Carve for yourself two stone Tablets* like the first

ones, and | shall inscribe on the Tablets the words that were on the first
Tablets, which you shatiered. ? Be prepared in t the morning; ascend Mount Sinai
in the morning and stand by Me there on the mounltainiop. > Ne man may
ascend with you nar may anyone be seen on the entire mountain. Ever: the flock
and the cattie may nol graze facing that mountain.”

+ So he carved cut two stone Tablets like the first ones. Moses arose early in
the morning and ascended to Mount Sinai, as HasHEM had commanded lum,
and he took two stone Tablets in his hand.
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orah son of Izhar soen of Kohath son of Levi” separated himself, with

Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth, the offspring of
Reuben. * They stood before Moses with two hundred and fifty men from the
Children of Israei leaders of the assemnbly, those summoned for meeting, men
of renown. * * They gathered logether against Moses and against Aaron and
said to them, "It is too much for you! For the entire assemnbiy — all of them —
are holy and HASHEM Is among them; why do you exalt yourselves over the

Jongregation of HASHEM?"®
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