TAKING THE BLAME

Source Materials H
I Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

reg@bprsonline.org




14 We journeyed from Horeb and we wenl through that entire great and
awesorne Wilderness that you saw, by way of the Amorite mountain,
as HasHem, our God, commanded us, and we came until Kadesh-barnea.
20 Then | said to you, “You have come until the Amorite mountain that HASHEM,
our God, gives us. ?' See — HasHem, your God, has placed the Land before you;
go up and possess, as HasHEM, God of your forefathers, has spoken to you. Do
not fear and do not lose resolve.”

22 Al of you approached me and said, “Let us send men ahead of us and let
them spy out the Land, and bring word back to us: the road on which we should
ascend and the cities to which we should come.”

23 The idea was good in my eyes, so | took from you twelve men, one man
for each tribe. ?* They turned and ascended the mountain and came until the
Valley of Eshcol, and spied it out. 2 They took in their hands from the [ruit of the
Land and brought it down to us; they brought back word to us and said, "Good
is the Land that HasHEM, our God, gives us!”

2 But you did not wish to ascend, and you rebelled against the word of

Haskem, your God. 27 You slandered in your lents and said, “Because of -
HASHEM's hatred for us did He take us out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into
the hand of the Amorite to destroy us. 2 To where shall we ascend? Our brothers -

have melted our hearts, saying, ‘A people grealer and taller than we, cities great

and fortified to the heavens, and even children of giants have we seen there!™ '

28 Then I said to you, “Do not be broken and do not fear them! 3 HASHEM, your
God, Who goes before you — He shall make war for you, like everything He did
for you in Eqypt, before your eyes. 3' And in the Wilderness, as you have seen, -
that HAsHEM, your God, bore you, as a man carries his son, on the entire way -
that you traveled, until you arrived at this place. 32 Yet in this malter you do not
believe in HASHEM, your God, * Who goes before you on the way to seek out for -
you a place for you lo encamp, with fire by night lo show you the road that you -,

should travel and with a cloud by day!"

34 HASHEM heard the sound of your words, and He was incensed and He
swore, saying,  “If even a man of these people, this evil generation, shall see
the good Land that | swore to give to your forefathers. ¥ Except for Caleb son
of Jephunneh: He shall see it, and to him shall | give the Land on which he
walked, and to his children, because he followed HASHEM wholeheartedly.” i

3 With me, as well, HASHEM became angry because of you, saying: You, too, -
shall nol come there. 28 Joshua son of Nun, who stands bejore you, he shal ;
come there; strengthen him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it. ** And as for *
your small children, of whom you said, “They will be taken captive, " and your
children who did not know good from evil this day — they will come there; to:,
them shall | give it and they shall possess it. *® And as for you, lurn yourselves £

around and journey lo the Wilderness, by way of the Sea of Reeds.

1 Then you spoke up and said to me, “We have sinned to HASHEM! We shall”
go up and do batile according to everything that HasHem, our God, has: ‘

commanded us!" Every man of you girded his weapons of war, and you were
ready to ascend the mountain!

42 HasHEM said to me: Tell them, "Do not ascend and do not do battle, forl am
not among you; so that you not be struck down before your enemies.”

43 Sy | spoke o you, but you did not listen. You rebelled against the word of
HasHEM, and you were willful and climbed the mountain. ¢ The Amorite who -
dwell on that mountain went out against you and pursued you as the bees would
do; they struck you in Seir until Hormah. ¢~
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PARASHAS SHELACH

ASHEM spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send forth men, if you please, and lef .
them spy out the Land of Canaan that [ give to the Children of Israel; ong',
man each from his father’s tribe shall you send, every one a leader among,
ther.” 3 Moses sent them forth from the Wilderness of Paran at HASHEM's
command; they were all distinguished men; heads of the Children of Israel wer
the
*yThese are their names: For the tribe of Reuben, Shammua son of Zaccur.
5 For the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat son of Hori. & For the tribe of Judah, Caleb
son of Jephunneh. 7 For the tribe of Issachar, Yigal son of Joseph. ¢ Forthe tnbe
of Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun. ® For the tribe of Benjamin, Palti son of Raphuw

10 For the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel son of Sodi. ' For the tribe of Joseph for the :
tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi son of Susi. 12 For the tribe of Dan, Ammiel son of ;

Gemalli. 13 For the tribe of Asher, Sethur son of Michael. ' For the tribe of-
Naphtali, Nahbi son of Vophsi. ' For the tribe of Gad, Geuel son of Machi. .
16 These are the names of the men whom Moses sent lo spy oul the Land,

Moses called Hoshea son of Nun “"Joshua.”*
17 Moses sent them to spy out the Land of Canaan, and he said to them,

“Ascend here in the south and climb the mountain. '® See the Land — how isit?- ;
and the people that dwells in it — is il strong or wealc? is il few or numerous?. *

18 And how is the Land in which it dwells — is it good or is it bad? And how are
the cities in which it dwells — are they open or are they fortified? 2 And hows.
the land — is it fertile or is it lean? are there lrees in it or not? You shallstrengthen
yourselves and take from the fruit of the Land.” The days were the season of Lhe‘
first ripe grapes. %
.y worended and spied out the Land, from the Wilderness of Zin to the

expanse al the approach to Hamath. 22 They ascended in the south and he
arrived at Hebron, ®* where there were Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the off-
spring of the giant. Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan of Egypt.
23 They arrived al the Valley of Eshcol and cut from there a vine with one cluster
of grapes, and bore it on a double pole, and of the pomegranates and of the figs.
24 They named that place the Valley of Eshcol because of the cluster that the
Children of Israel cut from there.

» They returned from spying out the Land at the end of forty days. % They
went and came to Moses and to Aaron and (o the entire assembly of the
Children of Israel, to the Wilderness of Paran at Kadesh, and brought back the
report to them and the entire assembly, and they showed them the fruit of Lhe
Land.

2 They reported* to him and said, “We arrived at the Land to which you sent
us, and indeed it flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 2® But —
people that dwells in the Land is powerful, the cities are fortified and very great,
and we also saw there the offspring of the giant. 2° Amalek dwells in the area of

the south; the Hitlite, the Jebusite, and the Emorite dwell on the mountain; and .
AN KT P10 Dy ‘m m‘yy‘7 53 X5 10K my oy WK
% Caleb silenced the people toward Moses and said, “We shall surely ascend

the Canaanite dwells by the Sea and on the bank of the Jordan.”
and conquer it, for we can surely do it!"

people for it is too strong for us!" 32 They brought forth to the Children of Israel
an evil report on the Land thal they had spied out, saying, “The Land through
which we have passed, to spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants! All
the people that we saw in it were huge! 3> There we saw the Nephilim, the sons
of the giant from among the Nephilim; we were like grasshoppers in our eyes,
and so we were in their eyes!”

he entire assembly raised up and issued its voice; the people wept that
night.* 2 All the Children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron,
and the entire assembly said to them, "If only we had died in the land of Egypt,
or if only we had died in this Wilderness! 3 Why is HASHEM bringing us to this
Land lo die by the sword? Our wives and young children will be taken captlve'
Is it not better for us to return to Egypt?” :
¢ So they said to one another, “Let us appoint a leader and lel us return to
Egypt!”
® Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before the entire congregation o/' the
assembly of the Children of Israel.
& Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, of the spies of the Land,

lore their garments. * ? They spoke to the entire assembly of the Children of -

Israel, saying, “The Land that we passed through, to spy it out — the Land is
very, very good! ® If HASHEM desires us, He will bring us to this Land and give
it to us, a Land that flows with milk and honey. ® But do not rebel against
HasHem! You should not fear the people of the Land, for they are our bread.
Their protection has departed from them; HASHEM is with us. Do not fear them!"
1° But the entire assernbly said to pelt them with stones — and the glory of
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— Although the spies would later sin, at that time, i.e., when they were sent, they were honorable.?
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26.1x21 1397 ~ THEY WENT AND CAME.  13%1 ¥ — What is the reason that “they went” is stated?
101 1 wipay — To compare their going with their coming; ny7 nyya K M — just as
their coming was with an evil scheme, fx — so, too, %y~ nyy3 |n"on — their going was with
an evil scheme, i.e., they had bad intentions from the start of their mission.?
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v T he Children of Israel, the whole assernbly, arrived at the Wilderness of Zin*®

_in the first month and the people settled in Kadesh. Miriam died there and
she was buried there. > There was no water for the assembly,* and they
gathered against Moses and Aaron. > The people quarreled with Moses and
spoke up, saying, “If only we had perished as our brethren perished before
HasHEM! 4 Why have you brought the congregation of HASHEM to this wildemess
to die there, we and our anirnals? 3 And why did you bring us up from Egypt to
bring us-to this evil place? — not a place of seed, or fig, or grape, or
pomegranate; and there is no water to drink!” '

s Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the congregation to the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting and fell on their faces. The glory of HASHEM
appeared to them. : .

1 HasHEM spoke to Moses, saying, ® ‘Take the staff and gather together the
assernbly, you and Aaron your brother, and speak to the rock before their eyes
that if shall give its waters. You shall bring forth for them water from the rock
and give drink to thé assembly and to their animals.”

9 Moses took the staff from-beforé HasHEM, as He had commanded him.
10 Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation before the rock and he said to
them, “Listen now, O rebels, shall we bring forth water for you fromn this rock?”
1 Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock with his staff twice; abundant
water came forth and the assembly and their animals drank.

12 HASHEM said to Moses and to Aaron, “Because you did not believe in Me to
sanctify Me in the eyes of the Children of Israel, * therefore you will not bring this

Congregation to the Land that [ have given them."  They are the waters of

|

strife, where the Children of Israel contended with HASHEM, and He was sancli- |
fied through them. :

(J\l\n )Qwa) “'PNw

RAMBAN  ((cHukas)

N AN N0 5173 M0 1Y D ¢ ok .
The Truth [Cabalistic explanation] is that this subject {i.c:, thc\

nature of Moses’ sin in the incident of the waters of Meribah] is one of
the great secrets amongst the mysteries of the Torah. ~

b
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oses responded and said, “But they will not believe me* and they will not
heed my voice, for they will say, ‘HASHEM did not appear to you." "

2 HasHEM said to him, “What is that in your hand?" and he said, “A staff."* He
said, “Cast it on the ground,” and he cast it on the ground and it became a
snake. Moses fled from iL. * HASHEM said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand and
grasp its lail. " He stretched out his hand and grasped it tightly, and it became
a staff in his palm. * “So that they shall believe that HASHEM, the God of their
forefathers, appeared to you, the God of Abrahamn, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob." 8 HAsHEM said further to him, “Bring your hand to your bosom,”
and he brought his hand to his bosom; then he withdrew it and behold, his hand
was leprous, like snow. " He said, “Retumn your hand to your bosom,” and he
retuned his hand to his bosom; then he removed it from his bosom and behold,
it reverted to be like his flesh. ® “It shall be that if they do not believe you and do
not heed the voice of the first sign, they will believe the voice of the lalter sigr.
9 And it shall be that if they do not believe even these two signs and do not heed
your voice, then you shall take from the water of the River and pour it out on the
dry land, and the water that you shall take from the River will become blood
when it is on the dry land.”

10 Moses replied to HASHEM, “Please, my Lord, | am not a man of words, * not
since yesterday, nor since the day before yesterday, nor since You first spoke
10 Your servant, for | am heavy of mouth and heavy of speech.”

1 Then HASHEM said to him, "Who makes a mouth for man, * or who makes
one dumb or deaf, or sighted or blind? Is it not I, HASHEM? 12 So now, gol I shall
be with your mouth and teach you what you should say.”

13 He replied, “Please, my Lord, send through whomever You will send!"

14 The wrath of HASHEM bumed against Moses* and He said, “Is there not
Aaron your brother, the Levite? | know that he will surely speak; moreover,
behold, he is going oul to meel you and when he sees you he wil rejoice in Nis
heart. ™ You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I shall be
with your mouth and with his mouth, and teach you both what you are lo do.
16 He shall speak for you lo the people; and it will be that he will be your mouth
and you will be his leader.  And this staff you shall take in your hand, with
which you shall perform the signs.”
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R. Samuel b. Nahman said: All the seven days of the
[burning] bush, the Holy One, blessed be He, was trying
to persuade Moses to go on His mission to Egypt. This
is [indicated by] what is written, Also from yesterday, also
from the day before, also since Thou hast spoken unto Thy
servant (Ex. 1v, 10), which makes six* days, and on the
seventh day he said to Him, Ok Lord, send, I pray Thee,
by the hand of him whom Thou wilt send (ib. 13). Said
the Holy One, blessed be He, to Moses: ‘As thou livest,
1 shall tie this in thy skirts.”® When did He repay him?
R Berekiah gave answers in the name of R. Levi and of
R. Helbo. R. Levi said: The [first] seven days of Adar
Moses was offering prayer and supplication that he might
enter the Land of Israel, and on the seventh, He said
to him: "Thou shalt not go over this Jordan.' R. Helbo
said: All the seven days of consecration Moses rmmstered

in the office of High Priest, and he mmgmed it was his.
On the seventh day He said to him: ‘It belongs not to
thee but to thy brother Aaron.’ This is [indicated by] what
is written, AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE EIGHTH
DAY, THAT MOSES CALLED AARON AND HIS 8ONS
AND THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL, AND HE SAID UNTO

AARON, etc.
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ASHEM spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying: 2 Speak to the Children of

Israel and say to them: When you come into the land that | give you, the
land shall observe a Sabbath* rest for HASHEM. 3 For six years you may sow
your field and for six years you may prune your vineyard; and you may gather
in its crop. * But the seventh year shall be a complete rest for the land, a
Sabbath for HASHEM; your fleld you shall not sow and your vineyard you shall
not prune. * The aftergrowth of your harvest you shall not reap and the grapes
you had set aside for yourself you shall not pick; it shall be a year of rest for the
land. & The Sabbath produce of the land shall be yours to eat, for you, for your
slave, and for your maidservant; and for your laborer and for your resident who
dwell with you. 7 And for your animal and for the beast that is in your land shall
all its crop be to eat.



