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Introduction to “Judaism A to Z”
The Common Sense Rebellion

A ( 18%8 ST ’\}
MinAsH RABBAN (Numesss 17)

Now KoRrRaH...Took. What is written in
the preceding passage? Bid them that they make thein . . .
fringes . . . and that they put with the fringe of each corner
a thread of blue (Num. xv, 38). Korah jumped up and
asked Moses: ‘If a cloak is entirely of blue, what is the
[aw as regards its being exempted from the obligation of
fringes?’ Moses answered him: Tt 1s subject to the
obligation of fringes.’ Korah retorted: ‘A cloak that is
entirely composed of blue cannot free itself from the
obligation, yet the four blue threads do free it [{If,” he asked
again, ‘a house is full of Scriptural books, what is the law
as regards its being exempt from the obligation of
mezuzahi® He answered him: ‘It is under the obligation
of having a mezuzah. ' LThe whole Torah,” he argued, ‘ which
Sontains two hundred and seventy-five sections,® cannot
exempt the house, yet the one section® in the mezuzah
exempts it! These are things,” he continued, ‘which vou
have not been commanded, but you are inventing them
out of your own mind!’ Hence it 1s written, KORAH . ..
TOOK (WAYYIKKAH). WAYYIKKAH cannot but signify
discord, his heart having carried him away; as is borne out
by the text, Why doth thy heart carry thee away—ryikkahaka
(Job xv, 12)? This explains what Moses said to him in the
text, Is it but a small thing . . . that the God of Israel hath
separated you? (Num. xvI1, 9).! The Sages said: Korah was
a very clever man and one of the bearers of the ark; as
it says, But unto the sons of Kohath gave he none, because
the service of the holy things belonged unto them (ib. V11, 9),
and Korah was the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath{ When
Moses commanded ‘ That they put with the fringe of each
corner a thread of blue’, Korah instantly gave orders
and had two hundred and fifty cloaks of blue made, in
which the two hundred and fifty heads of Sanhedrin who
rose against Moses wrapped themselves; as it says, And they
rose up in face of Moses, with certain of the children of Israel,
two hundred and fifty men; they were princes of the con-
gregation, the elect men of the assembly (ib. xv1, 2). Korah
rose and made for them a feast at which they wrapped
themselves in the blue cloaks. Aaron’s sons came to receive
their dues, viz. the breast and the shoulder.? They [Korah’s
.party] stood up in front of them and said to them: ‘Who
commanded you to receive these gifts? Is it not Moses?
We shall not give anything! The Omnipresent did not
command us to do such a thing!
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30 Moses said to the Children of Israel, “See, HASHEM has proclaimed by name,
Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3' He filled him with Godly
spirit, with wisdomn, insight, and knowledge, and with every craft — 32 to weave
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designs, to work with gold, silver, and cﬁper; 33 stone-cutting for setting, and
wood-carving — to perform every craft of design. 34 He gave him the ability to
teach, him and Oholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 3* He filled them
with a wise heart to do every craft of the carver, weaver of designs, and
embroiderer — with the turquoise, purple, and scarlet wool, and the linen — and
the weaver; the artisans of every craft and makers of designs.
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