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s Amalek* came and battled Israel in Rephidim. ® Moses said {0 Joshua,

“Choose people for us and go do battle with Amalek; tomorrow [ will stand on

top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” ® Joshua did as Moses said to
him, to do battle with Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur ascended to the top
of the hill. 1! It happened that when Moses raised his hand * Israel was stronger,
and when he lowered his hand Amalek was stronger. 12 Moses' hands grew
heavy, so they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on i, and Aaron
and Hur supported his hands, one on this side and one on that side, and he
remained with his hands in faithful prayer until sunset. 13 Joshua weakened
Amalek and its people with the sword’s blade. R
14 HASHEM said to Moses, “Write this as a remembrance in the Book and recite
it in the ears of Joshua, that [ shall surely erase the memory of Amalek from
under the heavens.” 1> Moses built an altar and called its narme “HASHEM Is My
Miracle”: 16 and he said,* “For the hand is on the throne of God: HASHEM
maintains a war against Amalek, from generation to generation. " -
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ODwix 1Y N3 — CHOOSE MEN FORUS  Xpn X7 miay — who are mighty, and fearing of sin,
412Y70% 1M37 X1nW — so that their virtue should aid them.! =nx 137 — Alternatively, he said, =13
DIDW3 5v37 PYTIY DWIK 17 — Select men for us who know how to neutralize sorcery,” pomy nay vob
7 1owan — for the sons of Amalek were sorcerers.’ R
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O v by M3 — FOR THERE IS A HAND ON THE THRONE OF GOD. X1 113 witpn bw 11 — The hand
of the Holy One, Blessed is He, 1x933 yawy mpin — is raised to swear by His Throne 1% nin1?
by powya naw) mpnon — that there be war and animosity on His part against Amalek
eternally.!

3 1711 — What is the meaning of the abbreviated spelling o3 for throne, Xv2nRK xY - and it does
not say Xp3 as it is commonly spelled? pryn pomy owa i) — And also the Divine Name is divided
in half.2 The implication of these two shortened words is as follows: X1 12 wintga vaws — The Holy
One, Blessed is He, swore obw 1w PRy — that His Name is not whole Db iXpa PX) — noris His
Throne whole 193 3oy 5¥ 1w mmpy 1y — until the name of Amalek?® will be completely
eradicated, W nnpw; — and when [Amalek’s] name will be eradicated, B©Yw own T — the
Name will be whole, ©Yw xvam — and the Throne will be whole,  niaam Mmp MR, MRVY
wnyyh — as it says, “The eternal swords of the enemy have come to an end.”™ 2y 311 — This
verse, through its use of “eternal,” is referring to Amalek, &my¥)mIRw NIy, 12 23IN3Y ~ of whom
it is written, “And his wrath is kept eternally.”® The verse in Psalms goes on to say, RWNIa™MylL,
Tomgn BI91 738 — “And you have uprooted cities. They are of lost remembrance,”” ie., the
eradication of Amalek. 1nx Tmix 1 — What does it say aftérwards? &2y nbiyh 'm,, — “And
Hasgeym will sit eternally.”® ©w pwi ™11 — Behold, after the eradication of Amalek, the Name is
complete, as this verse uses the four-letter Name. The verse goes on to say, "1R93 ug\gr;:‘g pia, -
“He readies His Throne for judgment.”® enby 1xp3 ™11 — Behold the Throne is complete, as the
verse uses the full spelling of the word for throne.?
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17 Remember what Amalek did to you, * on the way when you were leauiné
Egypt, '8 that he happened upon you on the way, and he struck those of you
who were hindmost, all the weaklings at your rear, when you were fairzf and
exhausted, and he did not fear God. ' It shall be that when HASHEM, your God,
gives you rest from all your enernies all around, in the Land that HASHEM, your
God, gives you as an inheritance to possess it, you shall wipe out the memory
of Amalek from under the heaven — you shall not forget!
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18. 3772 1R WX — THAT HE HAPPENED UPON YOU ONTHE war? sampn Wy — The word 777 expresses
chance Anx 127 — Alternatively(®)mwaw mp 1wy — it is related fo the impurity of seminal
emission, and pollution’ yxnun migw T For [Amalek] would pollute {Israel] =iy 22wn3 —

through homosexual relations. 1 137 — Alternatively(Qom 2ip 11w — The word 373 expresses
“cold and heat.”® 72y — [Amalek] chilled you, JnmmyR 37YwWEM — and cooled you off from your
boiling heat. D23 D77y DY Ningy v — For the nations were afraid to do battle with you, X
Smnm my — and this one, Amalek, came and began to do battle, DY oy NxIM — and showed
a place, i.e., opened up the possibility, for others. nnnin wanxy byn — This can be compared to a

boiling hot bath n3in3 77172 7712 M3 3 pxw — into which no person could descend. Sy¥3 12 X2
TR — One scoundrel came. n3in9 1 yop — He jumped, and went down intoit. mw 3y Ox
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2. This practice is one of the paths of repentance, for when a difficulty
arises, and the people cry out [to God] and sound the trumpets,
everyone will realize that [the difficulty] occurred because of their
evil conduct, as [Jeremiah 5:25] states: “Your sins have turned away
[the rains and the harvest climate].” This [realization] will cause the
removal of this difficulty.

3. Conversely, should the people fail to cry out [to God] and sound
the trumpets, and instead say, “What has happened to us is merely a
natural phenomenon and this difficulty is merely a chance occurrence,”
this is a cruel conception of things, which causes them to remain

attached to their wicked deeds. Thus, this time of distress will lead to

further distresses. . )
This is implied by the Torah’s statement [Leviticus 26:27-28]: “If

you remain indifferent to Me, I will be indifferent to you with a
vengeance.” The implication of the verse is: When I bring difficulties
upon you so that you shall repent and you say 1t1s a chance occurrence,
I will add to your [punishment] an expression of vengeance for that
indifference [to Divine Providence].
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10. 13m 7% 1YM — AND MOSES, AARON AND HUR. nuynY ix3n — From here we hl?:: :::llizczf;f ;};z
law that on a public fast nyna 9y MIY? mwy gy — three men must pass > o[the e Ark, one
to lead the prayers and two to stand on either side of him,®  "omnY ™1 NYN3Y — Ior

were in a state of fasting at the time of the battle.”

3
0= — HUR.  myormnbway — He was the son of Miriam, sbya 2931 — and Calebwas her?lusband-
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Israel was stronger, etc. (and when he
mann ninaw — But do
verse comes to tell you:

1., — The Torah
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omwaw omraxb — and subjugated their heart to their Father in Heaven,

wbox) — Butif not, myon g — they would fall."®

with regard to the following verse:”
[serpent] and place it on a pole,

look at it and live."s i wni IR nmn W 3]
Certainly not!
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oMmyay mrp:}r_s‘g — and subjugated their heart to their Father in Heaven,

189 ox) — But if not, P TI — they perished.™
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lowered his hand Amalek was stronger)."™
Moses’ hands win a battle or lose a battle?!" Certainly not!
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— But does a serpent
oy 893 poanon Yx7wy (a2 K25 — Rather,

e requirement of intent as it relates to the fulfillment of mitzvos, the Mishnah
ect in an Aggadic vein, teaching that proper intent is of paramount importance

relates: And it happened that when Moses raised his hand
X EAYR MWW YN SY w7 )
75 "m1% x9% — Rather, the
long as Israel gazed upward nab N PIIYYm
n ¥ — they would prevail.’®

oMaan

TRIR IR 1273 XYW — And you may say a similar thing
— Hashem said to Moses: Make yourself a fiery
11 be that anyone who is bitten will
Kill or does a serpent restore life?!""!
when Israel gazed upward D37 Ng 12YYM
pxenn v — they were healed.
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(12] Hillel and Shammai received t
among the disciples of Aaron,
people, and bringing them closer to the Torah.
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he tradition from them. Hillel says: Be
loving peace and pursuing peace, loving
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