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The Gemara resumes its discussion about the advent of the
Messiah:
37 "My — Rav said: pypn 53 192 — All the “Ends” have
passed,l DL DYwym RN KK NN 270 PRY — and the
matter of the Messiah's arrival depends only on repentance and
good deeds.“®

A dissenting view:
TR Sxmws — But Shmuel says:  19ax3 Ty Yaxb v - It
enough for the mourner to endure his period of mourning! .

The Gemara notes that this issue has been debated by Tannaim:
wana — This dispute between Rav and Shmuel is parallel tothe

following dispute between Tannaim: —mix =mbx 27 - R
ELIEZER SAYS: T'7X33 nw/n Pwiy SXe ox — IF THE JEWISH
PEOPLE REPENT, THEY WILL BE REDEEMED;  1"7X31 X x5 o8y -
AND IF NOT, THEY WILL NOT BE REDEEMED. %)

YWim 137 MY 70X — R’ YEHOSHUA SAID TO (R’ ELIEZER): X DX
I'YX32 'R WA Pty — IF THEY DO NOT REPENT, THEY WILL NOT
BE REDEEMED?! 1NNV 771 107 Thyn KN M2 witgn Koy
1973 NiYp — RATHER, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED IS HE, WILL
APPOINT A KING OVER THEM WHOSE DECREES WILL BE AS HARSH AS
those of HAMAN#  mawn iy YR9WM — AND THE JEWISH
PEOPLE WILL REPENT.  2UM% T71MMRY — AND in this way [GOD)
WILL BRING THEM BACK TO THE RIGHT path. 55

The Gemara cites a Baraisa in which these Tannaim debate the
issue:
77X Xxun — It was taught in another Baraisa: b an
Tmix £ R'ELIEZER SAYSY) PYX1) AR Pwiy Y%7 DX — IFTHE
JEWISH PEOPLE REPENT, THEY WILL BEREDEEMED, 1WW,, "KW
1EITAWR IR DA2W ON2 — AS IT IS STATED: REPENT, O
WAYWARD CHILDREN, I WILL CURE YOU OF YOUR WAYWARDNESS. 51
YWiT 13719 R — R'YEHOSHUASAID TOHIM: 1K1 133 Kym —
BUT IS IT NOT ALREADY STATED: ~yhRIN qo3a X5 antoni oy,
— FORNOTHING WERE YOU SOLD, AND WITHOUT MONEY SHALL YOU

P71
DMTINT FOSSY DR 10T BIED PRI L PRYI P TR
NDY DTN 233 770 Spa pewm PR ON O 090D AW Y
M DA M s by7s e apman R 2R e
Y NTR PN cvby onmy a1 507 Sy 12y e W
MDORTY GO, DISn DR PINT SN0 0D NIw Do
DI PASN Ty DAY AMDD LNED Al N PR
TN N RN TN NN PN 53R SRR
7335 7922 TN 0 nNEmY PEDN T NN oun onzpar
SRR PPN MU0 a0 e AW nn Y AN el O
TP PR AR RN 1Y AN WT 5 SR 0K 'R D N

(I[):@} {

CANHED ginJ

BE REDEEMED?5%  ma3id nmiaya ~nnvam: oin,, — The first
clause, FOR NOTHING WERE YOU SOLD, means that you were exiled
BECAUSE you committed IDOLATRY, which has no value. x%,
D710 By nawna XS 5Ran qoaa — The second clause, 4%
WITHOUT MONEY SHALL YOU BE REDEEMED, means that you will be
redeemed even WITHOUT REPENTANCE OR GOOD DEEDS. 5

YW 121 yox 137 17 T R’ ELIEZER SAID TO R YEROSHUL
T0K) 1233 X9M ~ BUT IS IT NOT ALREADY STATED: 19K 1910,

"DIYX MIWRY — RETURN TO ME, AND I WILL RETURN TO YOU™
YWHT 37 MY K ~ R’ YEHOSHUA SAID TO [R' ELIEZERE: X9
1X3 733 — BUTISITNOT ALREADY STATED: D33 nYy3 3Ry,
"TPY DINK MNIT SRR DY 1R MK BINK MR — FoRI
MADE MYSELF MASTER OVER YOU, AND I WILL TAKE YOU, ONE FROY
A CITY AND TWO FROM A FAMILY, AND I WILL BRING YOU TO ZION?¥
1y'ox 137 19 K~ R* ELIEZER SAID TO [R' YEHOSHUAL Kby
712K 733 ~ BUTISITNOT ALREADY STATED: “JIVWIR N2 13w,
— IN REPOSE AND CALM SHALL YOU BE REDEEMED 759

MUK 137% ywim 1w 1 MK — R’ YEHOSHUA SAID T0 R
ELIEZERI:  "mK3 M122 XM — BUT IS IT NOT ALREADY STATER
bW 1YY M aynnk woytntah witp YR SR mmx -
THUS SAYS HASHEM — THE REDEEMER OF ISRAEL, HIS HOLY ONE -
TO ONE WHO IS DESPISED BY MEN, ABHORRED BY NATIONS, AND WH0
IS A SLAVE OF RULERS:
MDY DMWY MR IRT? 0N — “KINGS SHALL SEE AND RISE;
PRINCES ALSO SHALL PROSTRATE THEMSELVES” 7!t
MoK 127 39 mx —®’ ELIEZER SAID TO [R' YEHOSHUAL) Xbm
K1 133 — BUT IS IT NOT ALREADY STATED:  5X7%? 3wn-nx,,
"R "X '"OXI — IF YOU RETURN, O ISRAEL, SAYS HASHEM, YOU
SHALL RETURN TO ME?)
yuim 1317 15 9K — R’ YEHOSHUA SAID TO [R’ ELIEZER): Rbm
K 733 — BUT IS IT NOT ALREADY STATED:™  “nx ynwxy,,
KN mmb Synn WK oran wiab wRn — I HEARD THE MAN
CLOTHED IN LINEN, WHO WAS ABOVE THE WATERS OF THE RIVER.
wRYaY% 19K0W 111 89N — HE LIFTED HIS RIGHT HAND AND HIS
LEFT HAND HEAVENWARD 0317 M2 Y2WN — AND HE SWORE BY
THE LIFE OF THE WORLD  y31 nioam »¥m vyt yinh =
M x5 PN WIpDY- — THAT IN A TIME, TIMES, AND A
HALF, AND UPON THE CESSATION OF THE POWER' OF THE HOLY
PEOPLE, ALL THESE SHALL CEASE, ete,’!

The Baraisa concludes:

=175 137 PRYY — AND R’ ELIEZER WAS STLENT.®
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hatred among the Jews, like there was at the time of the destruction
of the Second Temple.

I would like to add to the Chatam Sofer’s holy words and explain
how the ingathering to Eretz Yisrael will diminish the dispersion of
the exiles even though it will occur before the rebuilding of the Beit
HaMikdash. Atthe very beginning, it will be impossible for the entire
nation to assemble in Eretz Yisrael, for the Land will have to first
expand her “skin” to make room for all of her sons.* Therefore, some
Jews will remain in the Diaspora until HaShem fulfills His promise
to gather all of Israelinto the Land. This coincides with the Ramban’s
comments on the verse The Lord, God, Who gathers the dispersed of
Israel says, “I will gather others to him, besides those already gathered
to him” (Yeshayah 56:8). He explains that God will gather many, but
not all, of the dispersed Jews at the outset [of redemption]. Then,
after the wars of Gog and Magog, there will be a second ingathering,
as it says, I will gather others to him, besides those already gathered
to him.™

Now, [even though all of Israel will not return right away], it seems
to me that the Land will become a universal center for the entire
Jewish nation, by the very fact that there will be an assembly of
Jews in Jerusalem and Erefz Yisrael. Even those who remain in the
Diaspora will keep their eyes and hearts on the Land. They will be
bound and connected with all their souls to the universal center
which will be established in Eretz Yisrael. It will unite them &ven
in the Diaspora, and they will not be considered dispersed at all’..

Today, on the other hand, the people of Israel are like lost and
scattered sheep” among the nations. No Jew associates with his
fellow Jew. Wherever they live, they are like dangling limbs without
any connection to the individual, and certainly not to the community
as a whole. This is true and utter dispersion (may the Merciful One
save us). We have all been abandoned like fish of the sea. In these
recent, difficult years, despots subjugate us and do with us as they
please. They degrade and murder us without limit and without any
liability for their actions. These scoundrels have no one to answer
to for their deeds.

However, if we establish a universal center in Eretz Yisrael (with

God’s help), our pride and glory will rise among the nations and we
will be considered a dignified and important nation.* Then, even the
individual who remains in exile will not be forsaken, because anyone
who wants to cause him harm will know that there is someone who
will demand a reckoning of his actions. He will know that he is liable
for his deeds and will, therefore, refrain from doing anything
improper.

Thus, the ingathering to the Land will free us from the state of
absolute evil even in the Diaspora. It will also cause all of Israel,
even the Diaspora Jews, to unite and live in peace. Then, we will
reach the bright and hopeful future leading to the complete
redemption, speedily in our days. Amen.
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All this is written in the Torah.

In each generation there are possible final dates for
the exile. These depend on the penance and merits
unique to that generation. The ultimate end, however,
is not dependent on repentance but on divine charity,
as is written,"* “For My own sake, for My own sake, will
Idoit,” and on the merit of our forefathers, as is written,
“He remembers the charity of the forefathers and
brings redemption to their children’s children for His
sake.” Only this final date was revealed to our forefa-
thers, as is written, “To My heart have I revealed it” —
to the forefathers and to Moshe, who are called “My
heart.”
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R. Chiyya Rabbah said to R. Shimon ben Chalafta ben Rebbe, “So is the
redemption of Israel. At first, little by little, as long as it continues it gets

bigger and goes further.
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R. Yudan said: One verse says “migdol” (2 Samuel 22:51) and another
says “magdil” (Psalms 18:59) because the redemption does not come to
this nation at one time but little by little. What is “magdil” (increases)?

Because it increases and continues before Israel...

What is “migdol”

(tower)? Because Mashiach will be like a tower for them.
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When the land of Israel gives forth its fruit plentifully, the end
[Mashiach’s arrival] is near, and there can be no clearer sign than this.
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FTZ’!%ET_T Halleluyah! Praise HASHEM, O my Soul!* [ will praise

" HasHem while [ live, I will make music to my God while |
exist. Do not rely on nobles, nor on a human being* for he holds no
salvation. When his spirit departs he returns to his earth, on that day
his plans all perish. Praiseworthy is one whose help is Jacob’s God,
whose hope is in HASHEM, his God. He is the Maker of heaven and
earth,” the sea and all that is in them, Who safeguards truth forever.
He does justice for the exploited; He gives bread to the hungry;
HASHEM releases the bound. HASHEM gives sight to the blind; HASHEM
straightens the bent; HASHEM loves the righteous. HASHEM protects
strangers;* orphan and widow He encourages; but the way of the
wicked He contorts, Chazzan— HASHEM shall reign forever — your God, O
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Zion — from generation to generation. Halleluyah!
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Our teacher [R. Kamenetsky] added on many occasions that it is

incumbent on us to understand the establishment of the State of Israel in
our day in this way: After the great destruction and despair that overtook
the remnant, and given the desperate and destroyed status of Russian
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Jewry, God caused the establishment of the State of Israel in order to
strengthen the connection to Judaism and to sustain the link between the

Jews in exile and the Jewish nation.
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