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Sanctioning Unsatisfactory Religious Marriages

E O~ 12 Tisurel 5702—QOCTOBER 3, 194I—4
distressing rumor reached the ghetto prisoners: the
German murderers had decided that since the number of
women in the ghetto was greater than the number of men—as
the result of previous Akzionen (forays) where many Jewish men
had been butchered leaving many widowed women and chil-
dren—all women who were husbandless would be taken to be
murdered; only those women whose husbands were living would
be left alive. This persistent rumor made many unmarried
women anxious to marry in order not to be put to death. They
found men willing to marry them, and asked the rabbis to
arrange kiddushin (marriages) in accordance with the law of
Moshe and Jewry.

Since the ghetto did not have a mikveh the rabbis seri-
ously pondered whether they were forbidden to honor the
requests of the unfortunate women now standing in the shadow
of death, for they might be placing a stumbling-block before the
couples, who would violate the serious transgression of nidda.
For even though such marriages might save them from the
sword of Damocles over their heads, nevertheless, they would
be ensnared by the penalty of kareth, to be cut off spititually
from this world and the future wotld for violating the serious
prohibition against a woman living with a man without mikveh.
Not only would the women be liable for the penalty of kareth,
but their husbands would be as well.

THE RUMOR HAD NO KNOWN SOURCE. EVEN IF
esponse: o
someone had explicitly heard from the accursed

murderers that married women would be spared, it would have
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