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I. Confession	of	Tithes		
a. Bringing	bikkurim	includes	a	recitation	
b. The	Mishna	and	Rambam	calls	the	recitation	vidui,	confession	

i. However,	the	reciter	doesn’t	acknowledged	wrongdoing,	only	that	he	did	
everything	correct.		What	kind	of	confession	is	that?	

II. Confession	of	Teshuva	
a. The	Rambam	lists	vidui,	confession	as	a	critical	component	of	teshuva.	

i. Vidui	must	be	articulated	out	loud.	
b. Source	of	mitzvah	of	confession	

i. Ramban	–	B’ficha,	it	is	in	your	mouth	to	accomplish	
III. Confession	in	Vidui	Ma’aser	

a. Seforno	–	should	have	been	bechor	
b. Malbim	–	vidui	means	verification,	not	confession	

IV. Why	must	we	confess?	
a. Sefer	Ha’Chinuch	
b. Rav	Hirsch	
c. Rabbi	Soloveitchik	

V. Connection	between	Confession	of	Tithes	and	Confession	of	Teshuva	
a. Rav	Weinberger	–	Did	mitzvos,	but	not	with	enthusiasm	and	alacrity	
b. Rav	Pincus	–	Vidui	is	bid	for	connection,	even	when	nothing	wrong	
c. Rav	Soloveitchik	–	confess	when	did	everything	right,	that	we	are	capable	of	always	

doing	what	is	right	
VI. Laws	of	Vidui	

a. Shulchan	Aruch	
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1	And	it	shall	be,	when	thou	art	come	in	unto	the	land	which	the	LORD	thy	God	giveth	thee	for	an	inheritance,	and	dost	possess	it,	and	dwell	
therein;	2	that	thou	shalt	take	of	the	first	of	all	the	fruit	of	the	ground,	which	thou	shalt	bring	in	from	thy	land	that	the	LORD	thy	God	giveth	
thee;	and	thou	shalt	put	it	in	a	basket	and	shalt	go	unto	the	place	which	the	LORD	thy	God	shall	choose	to	cause	His	name	to	dwell	there.	3	And	
thou	shalt	come	unto	the	priest	that	shall	be	in	those	days,	and	say	unto	him:	'I	profess	this	day	unto	the	LORD	thy	God,	that	I	am	come	unto	the	
land	which	the	LORD	swore	unto	our	fathers	to	give	us.'	4	And	the	priest	shall	take	the	basket	out	of	thy	hand,	and	set	it	down	before	the	altar	
of	the	LORD	thy	God.	5	And	thou	shalt	speak	and	say	before	the	LORD	thy	God:	'A	wandering	Aramean	was	my	father,	and	he	went	down	into	
Egypt,	and	sojourned	there,	few	in	number;	and	he	became	there	a	nation,	great,	mighty,	and	populous.	6	And	the	Egyptians	dealt	ill	with	us,	
and	afflicted	us,	and	laid	upon	us	hard	bondage.	7	And	we	cried	unto	the	LORD,	the	God	of	our	fathers,	and	the	LORD	heard	our	voice,	and	saw	
our	affliction,	and	our	toil,	and	our	oppression.	8	And	the	LORD	brought	us	forth	out	of	Egypt	with	a	mighty	hand,	and	with	an	outstretched	
arm,	and	with	great	terribleness,	and	with	signs,	and	with	wonders.	9	And	He	hath	brought	us	into	this	place,	and	hath	given	us	this	land,	a	land	
flowing	with	milk	and	honey.	10	And	now,	behold,	I	have	brought	the	first	of	the	fruit	of	the	land,	which	Thou,	O	LORD,	hast	given	me.'	And	
thou	shalt	set	it	down	before	the	LORD	thy	God,	and	worship	before	the	LORD	thy	God.	11	And	thou	shalt	rejoice	in	all	the	good	which	the	
LORD	thy	God	hath	given	unto	thee,	and	unto	thy	house,	thou,	and	the	Levite,	and	the	stranger	that	is	in	the	midst	of	thee.	{S}	12	When	thou	
hast	made	an	end	of	tithing	all	the	tithe	of	thine	increase	in	the	third	year,	which	is	the	year	of	tithing,	and	hast	given	it	unto	the	Levite,	to	the	
stranger,	to	the	fatherless,	and	to	the	widow,	that	they	may	eat	within	thy	gates,	and	be	satisfied,		

1. Parshas Ki Savo 

3. Rambam  
(1135-1204) 

Hilchos Bikkurim 2:10 

2. Sotah 32a 
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If a person transgresses any of the mitzvot of the Torah, whether a positive command or a negative command - whether willingly or 
inadvertently - when he repents, and returns from his sin, he must confess before God, blessed be, He as [Numbers 5:6-7] states: "If a 
man or a woman commit any of the sins of man... they must confess the sin that they committed." 

This refers to a verbal confession. This confession is a positive command.  How does one confess: He states: "I implore You, God, I 
sinned, I transgressed, I committed iniquity before You by doing the following. Behold, I regret and am embarrassed for my deeds. I 
promise never to repeat this act again."  These are the essential elements of the confessional prayer. Whoever confesses profusely and 
elaborates on these matters is worthy of praise. 

11	For	this	commandment	which	I	command	thee	this	day,	it	is	
not	too	hard	for	thee,	neither	is	it	far	off.	12	It	is	not	in	heaven,	
that	thou	shouldest	say:	'Who	shall	go	up	for	us	to	heaven,	and	
bring	it	unto	us,	and	make	us	to	hear	it,	that	we	may	do	it?'	13	
Neither	is	it	beyond	the	sea,	that	thou	shouldest	say:	'Who	shall	
go	over	the	sea	for	us,	and	bring	it	unto	us,	and	make	us	to	hear	
it,	that	we	may	do	it?'	14	But	the	word	is	very	nigh	unto	thee,	in	
thy	mouth,	and	in	thy	heart,	that	thou	mayest	do	it.	

4. Rambam 
(1135-1204) 

Hilchos Teshuva 1:1 

5. Parshas Netzavim 

6. Ramban 
1194-1270 
Netzavim 
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9. Sefer Ha’Chinuch 
13th C. Spain 

7. R’ Ovadia Seforno 
(1475-1550) 

8. Malbim 
R’ Meir Leibush ben 

Yechiel Michel 
(1809-1879) 
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10. Rav Samson Rapahel Hirsch 

(1808-1888) 
Siddur 

11. Rav Samson Rapahel Hirsch 
(1808-1888) 

Chorev 
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12. Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik 
(1903-1993) 

13. Shemen Ha’Tov (Ki Savo) 
R’ Dov (Bernard) Weinberger 
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14. Rav Shimshon Pincus 
(1944-2001) 
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15. Shulchan Aruch 


