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Tu B'Shvat: Pressing the Reset Button in Life
Rabbi ffrem gofdﬁerg - Boca Raton Synagogue

L.

I

IV.

Source
a. Rosh Hashana 1:1 - Tu B’Shevat is New Year for trees
b. Rosh Hashana 15b - important for calculating tithes
i. Rav Moshe - Tu B’Shevat is the tax day for tithing

Why Tu B’Shevat?

a. Rosh Hashana 14a - most of rain has passed

b. Meiri - Cold not as intense and fruit begins to form

c. Tosafos - All growth at this point is from last year’s rain

Holiday and Observances
a. Firstseen as Holiday

i. Rabbeinu Gershom and Maharam MiRutenburg - can’t fast on Tu

B’Shevat
ii. R’Yissachar ibn Sussan - custom of eating fruit
b. Halachic implications to Tu B’Shvat as holiday
i. Shulchan Aruch - No tachanun and no fasting
ii. Rav Ovadia - Chassan and Kallah don’t fast if wedding on Tu
B’Shevat
c. Magen Avraham - eat fruit of the tree
d. Aderes - review halachas of ma’aser

Connection to the Land of Israel
a. R’Kitov - eat fruit of Israel
b. Devarim - the 7 species
c. Tur -5 of the 7 species have a special closing beracha. Why?
i. Bach - by eating fruit of Israel we are nourished by holiness
d. Blossoming of the Land sign of redemption
i. Yechezkel
ii. Sanhedrin - no clearer indication of the geulah
iii. Rashi - when Israel is green and luscious
iv. Rashi - enemies can’t produce in land
v. Kesubos - story of R’ Yehoshua ben Levi
e. Tu B’Shevat significant date in Israel history
f. Planting trees - dates back to 1890
i. Rav Kook - thought it was a great idea to take a tiyul

Deeper Ideas of Tu B’Shvat
a. Chemdas Yamim- Tu B’Shvat and kabbalah
b. Pri Eitz Hadar - rectify sin of Adam and Chava
c. Manislikened to a tree
i. Devarim
ii. Ta'anis
iili. Maharasha - our actions are our fruit
iv. Pirkei Avos
v. Rav Pam - the pintele Yid in us is ready to blossom
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1. Mishna
Rosh Hashana 1:1

Mlsﬁnaﬂ In many areas of halachah it is necessary to distinguish between one year and the next. However,

the date that determines when one year ends and the next begins is not the same in every context.
This Mishnah lists various dates that mark the beginning of a year and the halachic purposes that each one serves:
D7 oY WK ny2 % — There are four New Years: ovahnb MW WX JoN3 X2 — On the fivst of Nissan is the

New Year for the kings® mb)qb) — and for the festivals.”

nTa Aeyeh 13w UK 91953 X3 — On the first of Elul is the New Year for the maaser of animals.” 27
DMRIK 1wiw 127) w58 — However, R Elazar and R’ Shimon say:  Wwna nxa — It is on the first of Tishrei.
Db MY UXY MYN3 83 — On the fivst of Tishrei is the New Year for reckoning the years,”  pomuy)
nibany — for the shemittah and Yovel years®  nip1) oy — for the sapling™ and for the vegetables.®
1KY MW WX w3 K3 — On the first of Shevat is the New Year for thetree xpwmamaT — according

to the opinion of Beis Shammai. ok b9t nva — However, Beis Hillel say: 12 1wy nwnna — It is on the

fifteenth of [Shevat]."”

2.Devarim 14:22

‘2 You shall tithe * the entire crop of your planting, the produce of the field, year
by-year. 2 And you shall eat before HAsHEM; your.God, in the place that He will
choose to rest His Name there — the.tithe of your grain, your wire, and your oi,
and the firstborri of your cattle and your flocks; so-that you will learn to fear

MY MY I Kym g nxanb nx agvn gy
gyn BY 1Y 12 03K DR 0K T 1182 572K)
nKTY MON Tvn? KW I3 MM TV TR W

133110 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:  »ninmmwiny 197X
VAW WY NWn 0P — ATREE WHOSE FRUITS EMERGED BEFORE
THE FIFTEENTH OF SHEVAT ~ 1172y¥ mwh 1wynn — IS TITHED
ACCORDING TO THE YEAR THAT PASSED;  L3wa 1wy nwnn nx
— if its fruits emerged AFTER THE FIFTEENTH OF SHEVAT,
nxan mwh “wynn — IT IS TITHED ACCORDING TO THE COMING
YEAR®  7mm 137 "y — R NECHEMYAH SAID:  DYM37 2
DMK — INREGARD TO WHAT WAS THIS SAID?  YRW NWIvW 1283
MW niMa — IN REGARD TO A TREE THAT PRODUCES TWO

3. Rosh Hashana
15b

BROODS IN A YEAR.

DYV D YTH DIRT PO ooy 99
MR 955 w73 bob pbwh xom

AR IR DT WK IR DRYa mw phn
73PN DYD APRD 3PN TRY ovy
D¥Y2 RWT O"RY avnnda pbn oy oAb
MY MDA DWINT DYDY DR IR 5L IeR
P 0pYn npbw meawnb APy 1w neapn
M2 PR Mamy X wms Y awyn pbna
pTL Phn by anTw awok oy
MY W ToR b R wew mvms
DIRNDY ¥ 29 M IR W TOD RN
2 5ox v ohw Khw xemn TR R
mnon P25 qwyms bbb b
WYy omw Yo anmand mwn v 8b
v 551wy oxy apTea phn i pawn
R W) mawn ne A1 maw bon
MR XMWY or YL pawnn ey
VYT 1Y LAY WO T PR PYTY b
N2 Y m wpab R phiv nbw v

ST Ay by

amawn by nyv Shamk vawa v nbwa 5s

1792 MY WX ANy Dy beya 4.Derash

PR WY BT 27 Pw R R b er

LIVY T MW Lantan by mwn pow Moshe

Bnbn1 mpY Xy b; abm buy xb b

730 WX 1Y oanny

bax n;v:z'v: 13:':::d 1;177-’73"3-7 03;73 o R Moshe
. ; RoX nyva bR ; i

Feinstein

w7 b 12 wbnw o mvow X e
wm P PRy pyan b pxy nyew
3 R % -0IRA W 100 X5wS aTwn
MWV I phyvisw wo19h e
WA MY wnb gy An e
T X XY DA mwa oW anTw
AR M awnina Y by e 10D
IR VWM W3 PRYY NYnNT mwa by ox
AR M0 Y 1Y ey RS nwsbwn mwa
o»ph 2w Yo ’MY YRR X2 oxmow W
WYR PRY A0 ame 1% an obuh
p5wh mw b33 maow 5% annan by mwn
WVOT- DYV W .M RN AR pween
YO oRY XKW R nwwn prb e
VI WYY WA T Y RAY pawa
wnn be opbn

(1695-19866)
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I said a reason for the joy and for our celebration on the New Year for Trees, which
applies only to the laws of tithes, which we may not separate from one year’s produce
on that of another year. The tribe of Levi was not given an inheritance and the rest of
the Jewish people received their portion. Thus, the tithes that we give them are not
merely a charitable gift from the rest of the nation but an obligatory payment, like a
rental payment. But since it is a sort of obligation wherein a person can give it to
whomever he wants, and there is no one who can sue for it or take it from the field
when the owner does not give it, a person might make a mistake and think that it is a
gift that he is giving. Therefore, there are some people who are negligent in giving
tithes, and even if a person gives, there is room to fear that he might delay giving them
out of fear that his crops might not grow the following year and he might lose some of
the money that he invested in plowing and planting. Even if his crops do grow well in
the following year, he might be afraid that in the third year, they will not grow well.
This can continue until the end of his life, when his time suddenly comes and he will no
longer be able to fulfill the precept and pay off his debt.

Therefore the Torah commanded us not to take tithes from the produce of one year
from that of the next, so that a person will be compelled to give tithes every single year
and will see that it is obligatory. This is the reason that there is a New Year for the laws
of tithes, and that it is the 15 of Shvat for trees, for it is a great joy for a person when
the remaining nine tenths of his crop become his.

Nowadays, as well, a person must know that the world was truly created for all people
and that everyone essentially has an equal share in it, but when one person is wealthy
and another person is poor, God has given the portion of the poor one to the wealthy
one. Consequently, it is not really his, but if he fulfills the requirement that God placed
upon him and gives charity to the poor, whose portion he has received, then he will
acquire his own portion and it will be truly his. But since no one can lay claim to the
charity, he might push off giving the portion of charity from his profits, in case he will
suffer a loss the next day or the following year, until suddenly his time comes and he
will see that he never paid his dues and he really has lived on theft throughout his life.

Therefore, a person must learn from the laws of tithes that he should at least not delay
from one year to the next. Rather, every year he should calculate [how much charity he
owes] and give that amount to charity. If he makes a weekly or monthly accounting, it is
even better, and certainly if he makes a daily accounting. This is a lesson that he learns
from Tu B’Shvat, when the remainder becomes ours, and we can ask God to give us
and all of the Jewish people more and more.
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The Gemara answers:
RIWWIR 1317 0K Yo% 29 mx — R’ Elazar said in the name
5. Rosh Hashana 14a of R’ Oshaya: mw mwi a1 k¥ »xin — Because most of
the rain days of the year have passed by this time® vy
yinan nopn 217 — and most of the winter season is yet to

come,®

mawa INa

TN OWPON W W PG M
Y W3 O e Swm Npean
P MAND WD PN FPA M RN

6. Rashi

WM Swn Pinan PR Y PN
Y Ry oM

7.R. Menachem Meiri

Beit Hillel says from the fifteenth of  naws yowmaw 12 9wy awnna o™k %0 no

Shvat because from the beginning of
Tevet until the fifteenth of Shvat is six
weeks, which is half of the [winter]
season, for the season goes until Nissan
and Tu B’Shvat is in the middle point

NDPN 1Y 8N DAY MYI2W awWw Law XN Y
DWWy awnm 0% 7V nDWw2l A9phaw nav
ANRMDY NI9PNA *NW P2 *VXRR DN RIA

TRY M5 WWN 920 Nav N9 bW asn mavw

between the two seasons [of Fall and 172301 oY avanm T2 e eI MAApPa no

Spring]. Once half the winter has passed,
its strength is weakened, the cold is not
as intense, and the fruit begins to form
more rapidly.

9. Teshuvos Rabbeinu Gershom
(#14)
960-1040

12D WY WM AR MMYD AN wpaw Max  bhbRwen
K2 W maynn T A winb v R Ak Y NeRY naym

nMyn oWARY PRI IRAT NWY anT nynaw ava ooyt T

3 BT ANY WRY AW LS9 072 nayn wsn RYT

™Y RWWT 0D AN OTMT TMT T T wb anpy
myn %% sm oyan nmyn am

11. Tikun Yisachar page 4&
R.Yissachar ibn Sussan
(16" century)

+op3p PP1IDP) DOP VIV

13p3 DO AIop 13 1o or DY S0 ha pap 1z op < Ah paRIa’a o

©'1930h0) * 13 900y A% 0Iop3 D'0A Phpa 13 D¥on ph 5 MOYA) 03
2 on Yo ipp 308 pdh prp P33 M3l DuP

8. Tosafos

wow2 TAND

£73) 105 0730 My £apn

35 apIn o1 b7 vy Bp BB

17993 % P3E3 THH3 1 MHE ML

QR P O OPLRR N PIE3

H01 MED NDE ME MNP Y W0

w> MED W3 purbs Mb A7

»pd PEa77 own ohuns piEs

100D DN PNPH P PIBE OPLD (2 97)

10. Teshuvos Maharam
MiRutenburg (#5)
1215-1293

swam e ayn b wpaw o onbkeen (1
vnd v papd Yo porY* Aupra o uen

nupnw N Ayt > kS W par mmb b
wyn ®ow 13 AMYA YYD PR AR Awb A
WRY PR Y 3 A pm Y5 nma npn
WY se T wd AT e o ooe
55 w3 o nwapn w3 b kw5 yn Vs
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12. Shulchan Arucho.c. 131:6
14886-1575

¢

RO AT g Lo 633 (BD) (1p) mbd udE opn3 ADH PMIDEI DY NI DM PRY D @b v

msbw (35) nrna 85 A3 k5 Bawa Y3 () (85) 8 AaR3 (1) YA (5) orme Sy Hid
o opw3 ¥%3) op Sy oomy i Do (b5) (ew 12Y) MBS Ama D3 K™ Aouna K

by Sy 5w mws s (7Y) 3

§ (onmn pInE A5H 2 3903 1 pdow ph >"w3 (15) ion

13. Shulchan Arucho.c. 572:3

T3 (V) () A

Kb Y30 ANOT NAWYS ANTY AMPNR BIWS YR ANPRY YIBY 3'n3 nyn nb wpaw
PPN 1H PHLPDY 1INPD 0O 1D DO, ARG MIWA YR NI BAWA YR MIYD D

14. Yechaveh Da’as
1:61

R. Ovadia Yosef
(1920-)

$(73) PO DI IpD

BYY bR BN RS B1S BRPRR mPOM (NAMY BMAANY "R DY : I9RY
2RY I8 ANPRRY anb @Y BRN MEWS YRS BRoN

PIAPY PRY 30D (10 19'D) PMWNI AT MK DA 1337 ¢ 2WnN
DY SWRY PAIN : (2 RN WRY) NN D 1B3wa Y1l AN

MO DM DA TS RINM DRIPR 0D 22D VD BAR TR 0N
12 PR BIWI YD AR NMYPN D3 PR DUY SWRY IR 2WIN DI
SONMI Y37 DR I3 N30 MR (G 3) JBP TP IR M2 RINA ANPN
aBR (T DY) RADIDY APDD Awn? 7277 DWA WM NP MPes wy
RWT NP RIPHA NDY B (MPMBI WPT) RN2T M0l 2D WK 37
9 MIOIT DD BRYN LR? DB WP N2 PRY (D13 23K DM 0T
DIPN3 139 9 MR N WA AR L27Y ST 30 T IR
(P ') PYAWAR 9803 (N /D ARID DIDT) AM1WIMW DI NI
MMIN2Y) I8 DwS DY AMIRD 20D 191 (B PID TIwR WRY) DTN
(R723M nNawN Dwd 19 20D /¥ 1290 ew Mmoo ‘R paB mMn
YB3 13X NNYN NPT PRY (3 AP0 3PpN 5D) Y NP3 10 pob 19
11999 1A PRY RN 7Y DA L(x DUPR? NI WRY RIY 100D Baw3

L .pawaTea SNy Dnpn o naynn?

SV MY INOWR D PDBY DN 1337 NTUR PRI PR OTIRD? RN
WN A2 113 NAZ NRYPN NP7 1T 931 B YD u%
PRIHY MDY B2 VBRI NRPNAY WP TR oUb 95 %Yw m? Dph
AWD 1IN D) MY NP3 1B POBY BN WTIND AU P12 M P
DA OW) N NDID MWD 3001 /N3N PO? 13 puynn PR, (3
NI T NNYN DY PTIND DUYAN? aw n npTew (0 M8 i
1OMD N3 R7BAAR BVYPRY OB W VIR S Mwn AMph Dns Nuyn
JABR IR IR 1D DY D2 12BN L9290 Nupn 12 nuynn? 8. un,
WIM MBI 20D 101 LT NWPN DRPARY 1 NPT ROR 10 am PR
SPINPRWD AN VWD 1O TP (81PN NN T MY D73 D3 ow
PDD 191 .13% NP KON 1B DR ROW T ANPN 10N w2 hupnng
DIBNPI) MVITR IPYY 137 NRAT 30D 121 (0 D TN) AWB 13T N1l
PN T NN N7 WRNY T 937 NN 202 10Y (8 D PIRT AN
SR N7 (D D) YR YN MW MY AR L3O MR Y P AT /8
TP (19 D) W WM DAY (M D 3 pOm LAY D 8 PO RwN
SNy PO BawD B OPTY DIPNI DT NMRY DY NRRD D7 DN
NDD2 MR DIWN NUPND MDORY MW WRY T 2922 ,Dawn WY
DR VAW VRS PTT RIM TN ANPNS D3 DR AN 8N DY A on?
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DY 1999 IR JANY 191 OBK IR P3N 13 N0 D7 N3 T AEpnR3 =} ]
1B SN §91 B3w3 B Pupnn? DAY MoK ,DABWT D13 NUYNA?
INNY DY A2 K70 200w D wY ARY L(R”PD AYpN D) DMIAN
10N NNYN MOW PRY DWD AT DN WTin3 SHY NPT D2 YN
JISPND NN PR BIYD Y7B3) 383 171831 AN PR3 9aR TN DD RN
mwnm .(n b 3% %92) DI MYNn PRD 1A D7P RIPI DB D
WH RN LIPS ¥ INN? BPYTY RIY (BW) 137 YR AR O M2
LT B3O 1702 IR N IR % nnw

DN OND DRPAD 19OM JNNTw annnw DUYRY SWane wy oBns
AMPAY (X D) RIN3D YAOR NMP3 IRIEN YTP NN3 akilel

(8 APYD KD /D) MY JARD FIAR K2 203 1A .(Bp D) P D"
ARISHO LT AR BWHNI R MmN MTY 21 DYTSD 9%R DpB 20N
NAPNNY RO WA NBWP YW (BPH D) BWN MR 2T Noaa2
ABTR MR 95D SRIY D2 DM 37 YVWRNT PRIM RIPNT o2
NRIM 27Y APPSR 1D AN RO 573 87NN 3T 9P 202 (37Y 22 A7)
R AR 30D (30 D) ‘3 pYN AT M3 MR YRMY T 31
S DpR 9om MDD 3PS NUPAN? P M1D2 KM NbB 29y TR
ARY LKW1 PR 2w DB 11D JBPANY ORYT N AT MR AN 8
T 9 TIRDY PR NI DD FIPAL JANNY DAY 302 s R/
D3 20> (3 M8 20PN /D) DML 37T 7803 B 7Y 392 DAY WM BN
Y 229 AnRY DN DR DN3 NUYNRY? JhN? MDRY DWW i 98D
VMEF PRI LAY TYR (37PD PN D) BNR MK ADY M2 BTN
STDAY RIM TBD2 12N D1 INDW B3 FIPAL JMT PRY NIYID ORI

27y L(YpN D) 2 pon 297 1pY 1BD2Y 87y P AT) 'R PN

15. Magen Avraham
R. Avraham Gombiner
1635-1662
On Tu B’Shvat ... The custom of LPONEY oo £hY L DPIED YDO M
Ashkepazim is to consume extra fruit DYDY WD P oRaEhD Paom
[on this day]. (WP qr woov D) nodh o

16. Nefesh Dovid (pg 49)
R. Eliyahu Dovid Rabinowitz Teomim - Aderet
18645-1905

2803 Swyn nbn o cnmb  pavatwytenn ora (W
By MM M3T wIb hamm L aRbm P a7v D71 prann
2351w 1% onbYonm 19OR YN MENT DPPD NN RN )0
JSTINT 1 Tmn Syia mEna anRa

Xow 2w oYY Y oY Wap DNWRIY AnY % IR IR
S, NIYSR YR NYNDT MEN WYY X7 ,mnn 12 b
wpmEM BAPE 72 Swy nabn 99T nbond Tab onw pwsn by
SNANOY M3 L,APR "N2T DX DhRYY PIdD YV APy /B Mbois
703 "wIpn? 01, MM
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It is customary to eat fruit which comes from the Land ot

17. Sefer Tsrael and to eat a new fruit, of which one had not yet par-
HaTodaah taken the present year, in order to recite shehecheyanu.

The reason for the festive mood of the Rosh Has.hanah

S EIVELTIN S of trees (in contrast to the Rosh Hashanah of the first of

el Elul, which is observed without ‘distinction from any other

day), is that the 15th of Shevat bespeaks the praise of the

Land of Israel, for on this day the strength of the soil of

the land is renewed. And it is with reference to the fruits
of the trees and the produce of the soil, that the Torah
praises the Land of Israel: ‘a land of wheat and barley and
vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees
and honey’ (Dvarim 8). The Land of Israel is here praised
with reference to two species of grain and five species of
fruit, for the honey that is mentioned here, is the honey
of dates.

When the soil of the Land of Israel renews its strength
to give forth its riches, the people of Israel who love the
land and yearn for it, also rejoice. And when Israel eats
of the fruit of the land and derives pleasure from the good-
ness of its fruit, they utter blessing before their pleasure
and after it, to the One who bequeathed the precious land unto
them. They pray to Him that He might renew its youth, and
their youth, as in the days of old, and in accord with all He
promised their forefathers. As it is written in the passage
which speaks the praise of the Land of Israel: ‘and you
shall eat and be satisfied, and bless the Lord your God for
the good land which He has given you.’

YK TR0 YIROK R0 PEDK M 2 ANK K7 77T
18. Devarim 8:8 1931 IV I YN N Tgpaa DRY? MAT Y o) "2 o
M13792K0 N120NI K7 WK P WIT Y MY IN 1N KM o
3ynR P20 512 K WK YIK A2 Y2 0nnKY oy

ML YOy TAYK MK DI DYAY) 72K YT -

maridments of HAsHEM, your God, to go in his ways and fear him. 7 For HASHEM,
your God, is bringing yois to a good Land: a Land with streams of water, of [
springs and underground water coming forthiinvalley and mountain; ® a Land
of wheat, barley, grape, fig, and pomegranate; a Land of .oil-olives.and. date-
honey; * © a Land where you will ‘eat bread without poverty — you will lack
nothing there; ‘a’Land whose stones are'iron and from whose mountains you
will mine copper. *° You will eat-and you:will-be satisfied, and bless*-HASHEM,
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1IDWY DWW NPIIWY PIvISY PV DOVN W 13T 0 MWRM 3 ey
N12WY DVR P 17 PROIDY YR PIN A3 IRANw pawn 15 O3 1w 19.Tur (208)
BRY QIRA PR 2oy 03 Ahyn oAb WY WY .oMw pr 1n pew byw
ROX nD 12 WY K% YR 991 () .Novmn 1Y T1an no onm nwy
TR PR WYY WIT BR2 2PY YPDRY ROMT IR AT nwwn 1Es Hwan

™y 38N PPy DM =

20.Bach TMER  FONN RN UM
R. Yoel Sirkes J151 1IRRY PRY TR pIw
popExd PO pEVIP B Db

1561-1640 B dyd HY PEITPY 03

DD WPYYD3 DY PYDE
33 DD DML DRI
qps Mk o0 P o W P
B (75 o) wswm) PH DEYD

The holiness of the I.and, which is endowed
by the holiness of the Upper Land, also

influences the fruit, which draw from the ospy oph SEh 760 ph HHYD
holiness of the Shechinah (Divine Presence) wh o wp3 Pp HH Hh B3
which dwells in the Land ... Therefore, we b dap W P3P D
add in this blessing “We shall eat of its fruit poppy o ph bopp b
and be satiated with its goodness,” for in OpYR PMYDI DY PhMD
eating its fruit we are nourished by the 3PN VNVED DPBK’:DJ wbg an;;:
holiness and purity of the Shechinah, and Eop B3 6 % ED e

oHMPD HDN DpIpRY TIBD Q13
DA % DI JENN OMb ophYE
w3 TP PE PN b P
DYDEOE DY AL W3 D DD D 3D dpy v ) M
PbY pHMBPN P PIPD BI>H3 DD ENH DIPI ING I
%5 b3 DYPD DYSH bY bR DHMPODD D DMED IPIDR
PRuom 1hE Hp% o S Mo 39pn DETPD DT> PHIY Mg
DIMY P PIPD DIOH3 D DI YIEN DIBH 36N 1 D933
:ODILN HIEN DOODLM DIVED DEVIPN

satiated from its holiness.

21.Yechezkel 36:5

027 WK DA KON TN MK 22 I 0K I 13 137
07791 DA D92y VK7W )7 DX) AKE? DNRYD 230N -
072K M9 DYRK W1 D K17 0 "D DX Y7 YA
Y 92 Sxwr o2 oK b2y e Tm mpyIm np Ty -

& “Therefore, prophesy concerning the Land of Israel and say to the mouritains
and to the hills, to the streams and to-the valleys, ’
‘Thus said the Lord HasHEM/ELOHIM: Behold, I have spoken in My vengeful-

... ness and in My wrath, because you bore the shame of the nations. ” There-

" fore, thus said the Lord HAsHEM/ELoHM: | have lifted My hand, [swearing]

* that the nations surrounding you will bear their shame, & but you, O moun-
tains of Israel, will give forth your branch and bear your fruit for My people
Israel, for they are soon to come. ® Forbehold, | am with you; and [ will turn

[My attention] t6 you, and you will be tilled and you will be sown. 1° | will
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K3K 27 0K — And R’ Abba said:  mm nbun yp 9% Py -
There is no clearer indication of the “End” than this,
"KW — asit is stated:  DMDY VAN DIDIY HRIW? 17 DOKY,,

22.5anhedrin 98a

x SR myh akwn — But you, O mountains of Israel, you
shall shoot forth your branches and bear your fruit for My

people Israel, etc. [when they are about to come] .|®

23.Rashi

17y ©SDE YE BpM33 MIPE 0 361 9H BIED PILIPY
L Dt 5 £ 7 piih D pnh> PER H31 DIV B L ISP
T AmMA D 3 970 KR 1 jppED

R wp1 N Db D P Pk 3 i
= by SON 19 sy PIOD0 . D N SPSH 1D o

24.Rashi (Vayikra 26:32)

32, YR NX MK MWD — [ WILL MAKE THE LAND DESOLATE. 5x9t1h natw 7 it — This is a good
measure, i.e., a matter of benefit, for Israel, manxy Ry K5W — that the enemies will not find

mn nm — contentment ny X3 — in [Israel’s] land;

desolate of its inhabitants.!

The Gemara recounts another incident concerning the dimin-
ishment of Eretz Yisrael’s fruitfulness:
R7215 9 n% 12 ywim 131 — R’ Yehoshuaben Levi traveled to
Gavla, 9y mmp N7 DR waY s — He saw these
gigantic clusters of grapes in the vineyard that were positioned
in a way that from afar they looked like calves. =mx — [R’
Yehoshua ben Levi] remarked, pupyapa m';;g — “There are
calves among the grapevines.” m% ymyg — They told him,
wpy wp — “Those are clusters of grapes!” =y — [R’
Yehoshua ben Levi] said, mnimponaayxyax — “Oland,
0 land, draw in your fruits. 7mnim Xy nx mb — For
whom are you producing your fruits? ymyw Hha omaqyb
wnRvaa by — For these Arabs who have risen upon us in
tyranny because of oursins?!”  npgh xnnaqYOY PR MY, — At
_the end of a year, R’ Chiya traveled there. manp 177 %M
"mya — He saw [clusters] that were smaller and so positioned
that they appeared like goats. BwpyI P23 RYY MK — [R’ Chiya]
remarked, “There are goats among the grapevines.” YK

mY — Theysaid tohim, 57— “Go! 772am 19 mayn RS — Do
not do to us as your colleague did.”®

spawim mniw xony — for it will be

25.Kesubos 112

26. Wikipedia

Many of Israel's major institutions have chosen this day for their
inauguration. The cornerstone-laying of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem took place on Tu Bishvat 1918; the Technion in Haifa,
on Tu Bishvat 1925; and the Knesset, on Tu Bishvat 1949
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27.Planting Trees

The practice of planting trees on Tu Bishvat dates back to 1890 when
Rabbi Zeev Yavetz, celebrated the day by having his students plant trees
in the agricultural colony of Zichron Yaakov. In 1908 the Jewish Teachers
Union and later the Jewish National Fund copied this and turned the
holiday into an annual effort to reforest Israel. In the early 1900s, the
Jewish National Fund devoted the day to planting eucalyptus trees in the
Hula Valley to stop malaria.

28.Rav Avraham Yitzchak Kook
18665-1935
Igros HaRaaya vo. 4
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29. Chemdas Yamim
Anonymous Author
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30. Arie Morgenstern

For decades, scholars have been perturbed about the identity of the author of this book and,
above dl, the claim that the work contains covert Sabbatian propaganda. Recent research by
Moshe Fogel on these issues categorically refutes several scholars' tentative statements about
the relationship of this book with Sabbatianism. Fogel proves unequivocally that nothing in
this anonymously authored work even aludes to belief in Shabbetai Zevi....

Hemdat Yamim, Fogel maintains, carries no message of Sabbatian Kabbala, does not
challenge the traditional image of God, does not adopt a new halakhic system, and, above al,
fails to express the pronouncedly Sabbatian claim that the era of exile has ended and the
messianic one begun. Fogel writes: “Hemdat Yamim adheres to the traditional Halakha and
traditional kabbalistic theosophy. It takes no liberties to change anything; rather, its purposeis
to amplify the conventional wisdom of generations....”

According to Fogel, the author of Hemdat Yamim concerns himself mainly with Lurianic
tiqun (“repair” of the inner and the outer reams). Although tiqun is of course meant to hasten
the redemption, there is no reason to identify messianism and the advancing of the

redemption with Sabbatianism, as some scholars have erroneously done.

31. Pri Eitz Hadar
17 century

My mentor, of blessed memory, stated that one
should have intention upon eating the fruit to
rectify the sin of Adam, who sinned in eating
from the fruit of the tree. Although we have this
intention throughout the year, this day has
special potency for this intention, in that it is the
New Year for fruit of the tree. In this we are
able to awaken the upper spiritual lights that
should shine with a brilliant light and to
influence great blessing and bounty upon the
whole world. Therefore, before eating each
fruit, one should mention its spiritual root as
mentioned in the Zohatr and Tikkunim, in order
to awaken their spiritual roots.
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32.Devarim 20:19 | hyy nx nnwn-x% Awony oy onbnb. 0w ome Sy

I Yy DI D Non K Ky YaKN apnai oy mmb
WK KAT DIND VYK D VIDTWR VY pILaYRa 380 K97 5

19 When you besiege a city for many days to wage war against it to seize i,
do not destroy its trees.by swinging an axe against them, for from it you will
eat, and you shall not cut it down; is the tree of the field a man that it should
enter the siege before you? 20 Only a tree that you know is not a food tree, it
you may destroy and cut ‘down, and build a bulwark against the city th
makes war with you, until it is conquered. . S : -

K1 7% ey 1 b mk — R Yirmeyah asked R’ Zeira: 1
nmY m - Could the master come and teach a halachic

discourse? MY "y — [R’ Zeira] answered him: x2% whn

X321 x9) — I feel faint!” and I am unable to teach. = xp 33.Ta'anis 7a

XNTaxT ’n%m — R’ Yirmiyah then asked: Could the master

relate an Aggadic thought? mb "mx — [R’ Zeira] answered
him: 7y /1 70K 27 — R’ Yochanan taught the following:
2027 '’ — What is the meaning of that which is written:8
"ITIWR YY 0N 13, — For a man is a tree of the field? oy
R 1 yy — Now is a man a tree of the field?! mwn xhx
21057 — Rather, this verse compares a man to a tree with regard
to what is written concerning a fruit-bearing tree:®® ymn 1,
»nman KY ink) Yaxn - For you eat from it and you may not
cut it down, 2 — and also with regard to what is written
concerning a non-fruit-bearing tree:®? »nq2) nnwn inNK,, —

“You shall destroy it and cut it down. y3 X — Howso? bx
X371 pai 0o Tmbn — In the case of a Torah scholar who is of
proper character: 'nm3n x5 inX)Yaxnwnn,, — you shall eat
(i.e. study] from him, and not cut him down. X5 nx) — Butin
the case of a Torah scholar who is not of proper character:
A7) NNYN INR,, — you shall destroy him and cut him down
[i.e. shun him].

34. Maharsha
Ta’anis 5b

R. Shmuel Eidels
1555-1631
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35. Pirkei Avos
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[22] He used to say: Anyone whose wisdom exceeds his good deeds, to what is

he likened? — to a tree whose branches are numerous but whose roots are
few; then the wind comes and uproots it and turns it upside down; as it is said:
*And he shall be like an isolated tree in an arid land and shall not see when good
comes; he shall dwell on parched soil in the wilderness, on a salted land,
uninhabited.” ¢ But one whose good deeds exceed his wisdom, to what is he
likened? — to a tree whose branches are few but whose roots are numérous;
even if all the winds in the world were to come and blow against it, they could
not budge it from its place; as it is said: ‘And he shall be like a tree planted by
waters, toward the stream spreading its roots, and it shall not notice the heat’s
arrival, and its foliage shall be fresh; in the year of drought it shall not worry,
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nor shall it cease from yielding fruit.”s

36. Ta'anis 5b

*77% 1vom 17 12 — When [R’ Yitzchak and Rav Nachman]
were about to take their leave from one another,?? % mx
— [Rav Nachman] asked of [R’ Yitzchak]: =m1372% — May
the master bless me. ™% 7nx — [R’ Yitzchak] said to him:
Swn 75 Yiwnx — Lwill tell you a parable: i1 1373 :m% — To
what may this be compared? 927e2 7% W 01x7 — Toa
man who was traveling in the desert, Xny) ) 2y mm —
and he was hungry, tired and thirsty. PRITRY 12K Kym
Ky 19wy ppinn — Then he came upon a tree whose fruits
were sweet and its shade pleasant, 1nnn N2V DM NBPKY
— and a stream of water was flowing beneath it. Yax
f9rxa 2w Pmn Anw) voreen — He ate of its fruits, drank
of its water, and sat in its shade. mx 199 wpawn — When
he sought to leave, he said:  7272x% M2 19 198 — Tree, O
tree, how shall I bless you? pPpnm 018 1w 77 0K DX
— Shall I say to you that your fruits will be sweet? ™
pPpinn pnime — Why, your fruits are already sweet. xmw
71Xy 79'¥ — Shall I say that your shade will be pleasant? 77
nxy 79" — Why, your shade is already pleasant. xanw
JAnn N2ty o nex — Shall Isay that a stream of water will
flow beneath you? = nnn n92iy ool npx NI - Why, a
stream of water already flows beneath you. x9x — There-
fore, this is my blessing:  un PYLRY nwwy HaY Jivy WM -
May it be the will of God that all the shoots planted from you
qning mn — will be like you.

R’ Yitzchak concludes his remarks to Rav Nachman:
7272 M2 nx gk — You too, Rav Nachman, with what shall I
bless you? 117in2 ox — Shall I bless you with knowledge of
Torah? in M — Why, you already have knowledge of
Torah, Wiy ™7 W2 ox — With wealth? Why, you already
have wealth. ©n3 177 032 ox — With children? Why, you
already have children. X% — Therefore, this is my blessing:
JRiND PYR IRYRY ¥MY 1% 111 — May it be the will of God that
your offspring will be like you.!

37.Rav Avraham Pam 1913-2001
“Rav Pam on the Festivals”

The great masters of mussar and Jewish
thought derived many important insights from
Tu B’Shvat, which always falls in the midst of
winter, while the trees are totally bare of
leaves and seemingly bereft of any sign of life.
The fields are usually covered with snow, the
white shrouds of winter. Yet when this special
day arrives, a fechiyas hameisim (Resurrection of
the Dead) begins. Something happens under
the earth; life-giving “sap” begins to work its
way up through the trees to give them new
life. This expresses itself in buds, blossoms,
flowers, and, eventually, luscious fruits that
the trees will produce in the coming spring
and summer.

Man is compared to a tree of the field (see
Devarim 20:19). At times it seems that he, too,
is totally stripped of any spiritual life, with
little or no connection to God and His Torah.
Yet the pintele Yid, the indestructible spark of
one’s Godly soul, lies dormant under the
surface. It waits for an opportunity to burst
forth and flower with spiritual growth that can
erase years and decades of apathy to a life of
spirituality.
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