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The Mishnah concludes with a discussion of festive days:
bxWon3 12 TWaw 137 Ty — Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: o121 ax3 2y nwnna X915 ot on ng X5
mmea7 — Israel had no days as festive as the Fifteenth of Av and Yom Kippur, *%23 nixyh m7ws niia 193y
KW 129 — when the maidens of Jerusalem would go out dressed in white garments that were borrowed,
5 PRY M nx WAy XYY — so as not to embarrass one who had none.’  n7wy PAVY mban b2 — All the
garments worn on these occasions required immersion in a mikveh. U am733 MM Miky» 22w N — The

maidens of Jerusalem would go out and dance in the vineyards.i# mnmix n7 1 — And what would they say?
1Y K3 R 12 — Young man, raise your eyes Erdabi-hishii-hh iR and see what you choo_se for yoursc.alf.
m‘; Try 1nn Y% — Do not pay attention to beauty, nnpwRa IV m - pay attention to family.
v bam N ApY,, — Graceis false and beautyisvain, 950NN XWATNRYI AWK — @ woman who fear_s HasHEM
she should be praised '  Iiyyn oMywa MoYIM T M0 mYTIm,, IR - And the next verse says: Give her the
fruits of her hands, and let her be praised in the cities with her deeds .

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel expounds a related verse:
~mix X371 121 — Similarly, it says elsewhere:®! mMabw 7913 1Y N ApEM PRy, — Go forth anc.l gaze, O daugi.z- )
ters of Zion, upon King Solomon  "'1a% nnui i1 NN o3 X b-nvyy vya — adorned with the crown his
mother made him on the day of his wedding and on the day of his heart’s joy. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel expounds
this verse as an allegory, in which “King Solomon” is taken as an allusion to God®* and ‘“his mother” as a refernce to
Israel:2¥ 7R 1M mrinannuty,, — The phrase, on the day of His wedding, is a reference to the day of the giving
of the Torah.  wpna n1a 13 My 1ab nmaw o, — The phrase, and on the day of His heart’s joy, is areference
to the building of the Holy Temple? — a2 nmmea Mgy — may it be built speedily in our days!

( T)/\JAU\ M (@D Gemara
Our Mishnah stated:

5x151m3 12 7iyRY 127 R — RABBAN SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL SAID:
TMBIT DN AR WY Twnn X 2aiv ame 1 XY — ISRAEL

The Gemara asks:
w117 81 — What verse was interpreted as implying permission

HAD NO DAYS AS FESTIVE AS THE FIFTEENTH OF AV AND YOM
KIPPUR.

The Gemara asks:
o™ian ob xnbwa — Now, it is understandable that Yom
Kippur is considered an especially festive day, m3 nwx7 mwn
nymm ambo — since it is a day of forgiveness and pardon, o’
nizANRT NImS 13 unuw — and also because it was the day on
which the Second Tablets of the Ten Commandments were
given.! X1 8w 383 1v'v KYx — However, what is the
significance of the fifteenth of Av, that it should be observed asa
festive day?

The Gemara answers:
HXMW "MK 77 27 mx — Rav Yehudah said in the name of
@ Shmuel: M3 71 812% 23w I nIWY ot — This was the day that
the tribes were permitted to intermarry.®?

The Gemara asks:
w17 R — What verse was interpreted to derive that the tribes
may henceforth intermarry?

The Gemara answers:
" DY niaab o my-awR 12713 YL, — The Torah states: This
is the law that HASHEM commanded fto the daughters of
Tzelaphchad.'™ The Gemara interprets: a1 XM X% 711 137
™1 7173 XK — This law, which regulates the marriages of women
who have inherited property, applies only to this generation.!+

The Gemara offers another explanation for the festive nature of
the fifteenth of Av:0al

{ 2) 1M1 27 71K o 21 K — Rav Yosef said in the name of Rav

Nachman: bjpa xiab pmu2 vaw minw ar — The fifteenth of
Av was the day that the tribe of Benjamin was permitted to
marry into the congregation of Israel, =X — as it says:
panab na xS wpn Wik TnxY noyna vaws SxIw vy,
rwrY — And each Israelite swore in Mitzpah, saying: No man
from dmong us shall give his daughter to Benjamin for a
wife, 18

for subsequent generations to offer their children in marriage to
members of the tribe of Benjamin?

The Gemara answers:
37 'mx - Rav said:  'umn, — The oathtakers had said
specifically, From among us, implying: 1m3n X9 — but not
from among our children.t?

The Gemara offers a third explanation:

;r:m 39 TR 7T M2 72 737 (1K) — Rabbah bar bar Chana

(said) in the name of Rav Yochanan: =37n % 1331930 on —
The fifteenth of Av was the day on which those destined to die
in the wilderness finished dying.®® =m =nxr7 — For Mar
said: 137 'nn 53 X5Y 1y — So long as those destined to die
in the wilderness were not finished dying, By =127 M7 X5
mwn — there was no Divine communication with Moses.1?!

"Ry — For it is stated:2”  mmnun w53 ma-awxa mm,
hR M2 .. nmY ~ And it was when all the men of
war ceased dying ... HASHEM spoke to me ... 1 "oy

T1277 -~ Only then was the Divine communication restored Zo
me, 21

A fourth explanation for the day’s festive nature is offered:

Tmx X9 — Ullasaid:  nwo1e nbx 12 ywin Swaw op — The
fifteenth of Av is the day that Hoshea ben Elah®? removed the
sentries nv2777 by L2 12 BV AWAW — that Yaravam ben
Nevati®! had stationed on the roads leading to Jerusalem
5375 Sx1iw1 By K5W — to prevent Jews from ascending to the
Holy Temple on the pilgrimage festivals. 21x) — And at that
time [Hoshea ben Elah] said:



®

9y 1w arRY — Let them go up to worship whichever they
desire.!”

The Gemara advances another explanation:

T1KMinw a1 — RavMasnah said:  7733p% 03 10 nnaw oi
— The fifteenth of Av was the day that the slain Jews of Bethar
were afforded burial.® mnn 37 "MK — And Rav Masnah
said further on this topic:  7713pY "M WD WY O NIK —
On the same day the slain Jews of Bethar were afforded
burial, 2wnm atwn N1 upn — [the Sages] in Yavneh
instituted the fourth blessing of Grace after Meals, Who is good
and Who confers good. wron X5w aiwva — Who is good
commemorates that, miraculously, the bodies did not decay.
n1aph Ry 2wem — And Who confers good signifies that God
ultimately ordained that the bodies be afforded burial.

The Gemara offers a sixth and final reason for the festive
nature of the day:
IMIMA MRKT O 371 1271 — Rabbah and Rav Yosef both said:
m137ynb 0wy ninabn posy ob — The fifteenth of Av was the day
that they stopped felling trees for the Altar pyre.’! (xun) —
As we learned in a Baraisa:¥ amix bimn by an - R
ELIEZER THE GREAT SAID: 5w mna wwn 72'X1 2R3 Wy nwnnm
mpn — FROM THE FIFTEENTH OF AV AND ONWARD THE SUN’S
STRENGTH WANES, n37ynY myy pniia w1 K% - and
thereafter THEY WOULD NOT FELL TREES FOR THE ALTAR PYRE,
w2t 1KY 8% — SINCE the wood WAS NOT sufficiently DRY.®!
XWn 39 1nx — Rav Menashya said: 531 720 ov b gy -
They therefore called [that day] the day of the axe’s break-
ing'{el

In light of this waning of the sun’s influence, the Gemara
cautions:
79'%1 1821 — From now (i.e. the fifteenth of Av) and onward,
mott 1oing ~ he who adds nocturnal hours to his daytime
Torah-study schedule will in effect add to the length of his life,
groin X1 — but he who does not add at night to his Torah
studies (quxn® — shall be gathered. (qo¥ 31 7an) QoK *RY
— What is the meaning of “shall be gathered”? gp1anmx -
Rav Yosef said: mmx m3pn — His mother will bury him.®

NiMRPIX — WHAT DID THE BEAUTIFUL ONES AMONG THOSE maidens
SAY? D102y un — PAYATTENTION TOBEAUTY, NWKII PIRW
w1y XX — FOR A WIFE IS primarily FOR BEAUTY.!”  niomm
NIIPIX M3 R [T2YW — WHAT DID THE ONES OF DISTINGUISHED
LINEAGE AMONG THOSE maidens SAY?  1own’ ooy un — PAY
ATTENTION TO FAMILY, 0137 XPX MWK 'RV 0% — FOR A WIFE
IS primarily FOR CHILDBEARING.'. 11 mp noaw nivyian
MARIX — WHAT DID THE HOMELY ONES AMONG THOSE maidens
SAY? oMy DY pImpn MR — ACQUIRE YOUR PURCHASE FOR
THE SAKE OF HEAVEN,®! Dyt 1mmwynw 12%31 — BUT ONLY
ON CONDITION THAT after marriage YOU ADORN US WITH GOLD
JEWELRY and beautiful clothing.®

The tractate concludes with an allusion to the marital relation-

The Mishnah said:
13 2¥9W N3 1I3Y — ... FOR ON [THOSE DAYS) THE MAIDENS OF
JERUSALEM etc.!?)

The Gemara details the protocol for borrowing:
133110 — The Rabbis taught in aBaraisa:  nan noxw 19 na
5113 1M ~ THE KING'S DAUGHTER' WOULD BORROW a white
garment FROM THE KOHEN GADOL'S DAUGHTER, who was of
slightly lower rank.®™ 130 nan %173 172 N2 — THE KOHEN
GADOL’S DAUGHTER would borrow FROM THE DEPUTY Kohen
Gadol’s’® DAUGHTER; amyn Mwn N2an 130 N1 — AND THE
DEPUTY Kohen Gadol’'s DAUGHTER would borrow FROM THE
DAUGHTER OF THE Kohen ANOINTED FOR BATTLE;®! muwn n:
LI 172 Nan YR — AND THE DAUGHTER OF THE Kohen
ANOINTED FOR BATTLE would borrow FROM THE DAUGHTER OF AN
ORDINARY KOHEN;  fin 11 PoKRiW DX70 931 — AND ALL other
JEWS WOULD BORROW FROM ONE ANOTHER. NX wan Kb 12
15 1rw m — This chain of borrowing was instituted SO THAT a poor
girl WHO HAD NO beautiful clothing of her own WOULD NOT BE
EMBARRASSED.

The Mishnah said:
nbap pawy mban b3 — ALL THE GARMENTS [worn on these
occasions] REQUIRE IMMERSION.

The Gemara elaborates:
Mybx 127 K — R’ Elazar said:  xop1pa poym poopnabog —
Even a garment that was folded and lying in a chest (and thus
was unquestionably tahor) requires immersion in a mikveh. 19

The Mishnah said:
om0 nivim nixy® YX7W? N3 — THE MAIDENS OF ISRAELUY!
WOULD GO OUT AND DANCE IN THE VINEYARDS.

The Gemara explains the purpose of this activity:

Xin — A Tanna taught: oW mp1 WX 19 XY m — WHOEVER
LACKED A WIFE WOULD TURN THERE to find one.

The Mishnah said:

131 73 NITRIR 11 [12Y NIONYR — THE DISTINGUISHED AMONG
THEM WOULD SAY: YOUNG MAN etc.

A Baraisa expands on the Mishnah:

/;;;'1 un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:

TR [V no

ship of a spiritual nature that exists between God and the
righteous of Israel:2!

M1yHR 11 R R k7w R ~ Ulla Biraah said in the name
of R’ Elazar: oprxb bimg niwyb xm g3 witpn vny — In
the future the Holy One, Blessed is He, will make a circle®®2 of
all the righteous people, 17¥ 133 B3 2w XM — and He

" will sit among them, in the middle of the circle, in the Garden of

Eden; wayxa mem Xy MK 93) — and each and every
one will point with his finger toward Him, "mxw — as it
says:!®]  amp 1y aygin 1 unp a1 R T KT ohe MR,
inywa nmen nyny Y — He shall say on that day, “Behold!
This is our God; we hoped to Him and He saved us; this is
HASHEM to Whom we hoped; let us exult and be glad in His
salvation,”
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