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NBN3 TYY IUIWA AR MR WK oA nwnn —~ Five tragic events befell our ancestors on the Seventeenth of
- -5 i & B - = 5 . EACNE - : ) -
Tammuz 23X37ywnanwnm — and five on Tishah B’Av:  nnna vy nyaws — On the Seventeenth of Tammuz

mm57 11anw) — the Tablets were broken, ™07 531 ~ the famid offering was discontinued,? aypam
107 - the city wall was breached,® 17107 nx DLLILX 791 — Apostumos burned the Torah, ! ohy Tmym
5212 - and placed an idolatrous image in the Sanctuary.’!
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1. There are days when the entire Jewish people fast because of the
calamities that occurred to them then, to arouse [their] hearts. and
initiate [them in] the paths of repentance. This will serve as a reminder
of our wicked conduct and that of our ancestors, whxgh resembles our
present conduct and therefore brought these calamities upon, them
and upon us. By reminding ourselv;g of these matters,“we will repent
and improve [our conduct], as [Leviticus 26:40,],states: And they will
confess their sin and the sin of their ancestors.
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ax3 mywna — On Tishah B’Av the following five
tragedies occurred: Y87 1013 XYW wniax by a1 — It was decreed upon our ancestors that they would not
enter the Land of Israel/® mwa miwx3 man 277 —~ the Temple was destroyed for the first and second
time, 771277393 — the city of Bethar was conquered!” W wIn — and the city of Jerusalem was plowed
under.® o3 poyna ax 032wn — Therefore, when the month of Av begins, we curtail our joy.®!
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RV 273 ayd e a%p nx-unn w5 xwmy, 2o -
And it is written that upon the spies’ report: And all the
congregation raised their voices and cried out, and the people
wept on that night.® 11 1 "% 737 K% — Rabbah said
in the name of R’ Yochanan: M7 axa nywn 27y oint imix —
That day of the spies’ return was the day before Tishah B’Av.isi
XT3 W1TRa 877 "ex — The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to
them: n1115ma203y yasp o Swmaa oz anx - “You
wept a weeping without cause;® therefore, I shall establish
for you a weeping for generations on this day.”
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. The Jerusalem Talmud (Yoma 1:1) states, “Evéry Ageneration

én wlgch the Temple is not rebuilt should consider it as if it was destroyed in its
ays.
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3 "R sk MW v - Why was the First Temple
destroyed? mmyy wha oAy WY o3t nwby yon
a7 MYy — Because of three iniquitous things that existed
there — idolatry, immorality and bloodshed. TRy~
Idolatry ~ o
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— But the Second Temple — we know that the people
occupied themselves with Torah, mitzvos and acts of kind-
ness — why was it destroyed? ©im nxaw w mnnw won -
Because of the gratuitous hatred that existed there. . 3%
My Ny nYa I TRy MRy whw e on axw anpey
o7 — This teaches you that gratuitous hatred is tantamount
to the three cardinal sins of idolatry, immorality and blood-
shed put together.™
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