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explained the following three things on Passover
has not fuifilied his duty, namely; PESACH — the
Pesach offering; MATZAH — the unleavened bread;
MAROR — the bitier herbs. ) 2
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SHRAGAI, SHLOMO ZALMAN

Also: Fajwlowics, Shiomo

SHRAGAI (Fajwlowicz), SHLOMO ZALMAN (1899-1995), religious Zionist leader. Born in Gorzkowice,
Poland, his father was one of the Radzyn Hasidim and a member of Hovevei Zion and of Mizrachi. While
still a youth, Shragai founded Ze'irei Mizrachi in his native city and published a religious Zionist
newspaper entitied Teflyyah. He also directed Mizrachi schools in various places. From 1920 until 1924,
he lived in Czestochowa, was a member of the goveming board of Mizrachi, and was a founder of
He-Halutz ha-Mizrachi and its training farm. He was also a leader or Ze'irei Mizrachi in Poland. He settled
in Palestine in 1924 and in the following year was delegate to the divided conference of Ha-Po'el
ha-Mizrachi in Palestine, the majority of whose delegates decided to join with the Histadrut. Shragai
belonged to the minority and, together with his friends, continued to maintain the independent framework
of Ha-Po'el ha-Mizrachi and was elected to its executive. He was chosen as a delegate to Zionist
Congresses and as a member of the Zionist General Council and the world center of Mizrachi. In 1929 he

was elected to the Va'ad Le'ummi directorate and was head of its department of press and information. In
1946 Shragai was chosen as a member of the Jewish Agency Executive in London. With the
establishment of the State of Israel, he retumed to the country and served as a member of the Jewish
Agency Executive without portfolio. In 1950 he was elected mayor of Jerusalem and remained at this post
until 1952. Two years later he was again elected to the Jewish Agency Executive as head of the

Immigration Department and served in this position until 1968.

He was a contributor to the dailies Ha-Zofeh and Letste Nayes in Israel, as well as Hebrew and Yiddish
papers abroad. He published books and pamphiets on the concept of religious Zionism and the thought
behind the Torah va-Avodah movement. Among his works are Tefumim (1952), Hazon ve-Hagshamah
(1956), Tahalikhei ha-Ge'ullah ve-ha-Temurah (1959), Sha'ah va-Nezah (1960), Pa'amei Ge'ullah (1963),

and Zemannim (1969).
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The Gemara inquires: . h
myawanyixg w1k M — And why did they see fit to say the
blessing of Redemption seventh?*

The Gemara answers: »
X317 mx — Ravasaid:  nownaws Sxps prngy inn - Becauii
[Ivsx:aell is destined to be redeemed in the seventh year,”

nwWraws wap 7307 — therefore they placed it [the blessing of*

Redemption] seventh in the sequence of blessings. 28!

The Gemara, however, asks:
ni%p MWW3 1n Ky — But master has said that in the sixth
of the seven years that precede the coming of the Messiah, sounds
will be heard,®”  nianbm nwnaws — in the seventh year wars
will break out X3 M7 12 MWW kYN — and upon the
conclusion of the seventh year, the son of David will come.
This indicates that the Messiah will not come in the seventh year
itself, so why was the blessing of Redemption placed seventh in the
Shemoneh Esrei?

The Gemara answers:
R 9IRIT ROOANK M3 enbn — The war that will break out in
the seventh year is also considered the beginning of the

redemption.
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