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60b? CHEZKAS HABATIM
mx anann aysy - If (a
apséd, one may reb ild it as it was
fes extending from it.™

xMg 27 e — Rav Higa said:
hous¥{in the courtyard co

yminm - [B4€ scholars of the academy) peinted oyt a
contradietfon: \{I11 212 Pven PRYRINPPR PIER PR
WE y«Y NOT PLASTB IDKNOR ORNAMENTH OR
BATNT!S it IN OUR TIMBS (1. 1 §t-T ). ¥ RRY
nANaR NINAPR NTEn - ; SED A COURT-
vARD whose houses are ax€ady PLASTERED WITH LIME, ORNA-

NTED or PAINTED kD] RE-
TAINS ITS STATUS {A WALL
ORHOUSE] Nt <OT REBNILD IT
as it was, X0 4lls unornamexted

and - nor may he plaster the
not retain its pfipr’status\f it collapses and i

uling % — ?

Mitory law differs from onetary law.
While prior statyss of ndavail in cases of pfohibitery law [so
<a, which spoke of prohibybns for the pest-Tem-
nle eral 4 of morfetary law [as indicated by

the walls of 2k
1337 un — The Rgbbis taught in a Baraisa:
7103 13 — ONE MATWOT PLASTER the walls of 7
LIME in thegost-Temple €xa
IF RE MIXED SAND OR STRA
pRfATTEEDHY  AmIX 1 11 =R YRHUDAH SAYS: 5
# [F HE MIED SAND WITH IT, fiog) mo3w i a1 = (THE
MIXTURE) IS VERY STRONG PLASTER AND IT 1S PROHIBITED for use

nxAax Moy x5
HOUSE WITH

anmianixk oAy
TH [THE XIME], [PLASTERINGY1S

CHAPTER THREE

BAVA BASRA

Wg terat iz mn - ‘iﬁ)’%e mst STRAW
wrhthe lime ASTERINGHS PERMITTEDE
1321 un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: a7 290w3
w3 — WHEN THE TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED THE SECOND TIME,
5xqwa JWIND 127 — MANY JEWS BECAME ASCETICS 513x5 koW
™ mawy x5 w3 — and resolved NOTTOEAT MEATAND NOTTO
DRINK WINE, as an expression of mourning for the destruction of
the Temple. ywim ' 117 Yoy — Seeking to dissuade them, R’
YEHOSHUA ENGAGED THEM in conversation. ]nL; X — HE SAID
TOTHEM: 12 — MYSONS! OnXPXIIY3 PY2IR BNK IR TR 12N
™mpnw - FOR WHAT [REASON] DO YOU NOT EAT MEAT OR DRINK
WINE?

The ascetics replied:
19 19mx — THEY SAIDTOHIM: W3 5ax3 — How can you ask such
a question?! SHALL WE, then, EAT MEAT? 723 Sy PP WY
nam - Why, THEY USEDTO OFFER UP [MEAT] ON THE ALTAR inthe
Temple as part of the sacred sacrifices, U2 YWY — AND NOW
IT IS NO MORE, for the Temple has been destroyed. Is it proper that
we should enjoy meat while the sacred Altar is deprived of it?
Certainly not! 1 anwl - Similarly, SHALL WE DRINK WINE?
A Al by I0MY — THEY USED TO POUR WINE ON THE ALTAR
as part of the Temple service, 9u3 PWayy — ANDNOWITISNO
MORE. [s it proper that we enjoy wine while the sacred Altar
cannot? Certainly not!

R’ Yehoshua countered:
2nY Anx — (R YEHOSHUA] SAID TO THEM: Hoxi xbord pex —~
[F SO, WE SHOULD NOT EAT BREAD, Nwin Y913 135w — FORTHE
MEAL OFFERINGS that were offered on the Altar ARE likewise NO
MORE!®  miaa nwox — The ascetics agreed that, indeed, it
was proper to abstain from bread. Reasoning that bread is not a
necessity of life, they proposed: IT 1S POSSIBLE to subsist ON
FRUIT.%

NOTES

12, It is assumed that initially the ledges and balconies were extended
legally, 1.e. that the wall was drawn back from the street. Hence, the
buyer has a legal right to extend again the ledges and balconies (see
Tosafos).

13. All of the practices listed here were proscribed as an expression
of mourning for the Temple (Rashbam). Any embelhishment not
necessary for structural purposes, but which 1s done only for aesthetic
reasons, is proscribed (Meiri). However, 2 Baraisa cited below nar-
rows the first prohibition to instances where the whole houses plastered
with lime. If an area of one emah square is left unplastered, 1t is
permissible to plaster the rest of the house (Tur Orach Chaim 560).
Rambam’s view on this differs; see Beis Yosef, Bach and Mishnah
Berurah there.

14. With figures and patterns that are impressed in the plaster
{(Rashbam .

15 With pictures or forms that are painted on the walls (Rashbam).
16 The lime, ornaments or paint need not be removed.

17. The Gemara initially assumes that the prohibition covers only houses
built after the destruction of the Temple. Hence, if one purchased ahouse
he need not remove the lime or decorations, since it is assumed that the
house was built prior to the Temple’s destruction and the lime and
decorations were applied legally. However, this assumption only
prevents the removal of already existing lime. If a house collapsed and
the question is now whether to apply lime anew, the assumption is not
valid, and one must consider that perhaps the house was built after the
Temple's destruction and that the hme was applied illegally. Thus, its
reapplication is forbidden.

The Gemara now draws an analogy tothe issue discussed by Rav Huna
_ whether we allow one to re-extend ledges when one rebuilds 2
- Memmnd wall That ic mist as we do not assume that lime was applied

18. The Gemara now retreats from its imitial position and asserts that in
the case of prohibitory law prior status is not valid; a house built in the
pre-Destruction era, too, may not be plastered anew in the post-Temple
era. The prohibition against plastering a house rebuilt in post-Temple
days is not, as previously thought, due to a consideration that perhaps
the house was nitially built and plastered in the post-Temple era. Thus,
this law does not contradict the ruling made by Rav Huna regarding
monetary law, i e. that one may re-extend ledges when rebuildinga wall
that had collapsed. In that case Rav Huna ruled that we should assume
that the extension was initially made legally, and allowed the
re-extension (Tosafos; cf. Rutval.

{The difference between prohibitory law and monetary law in this
\nstance is not intrinsic to these two genres of law; rather, it isdue to the
individual natures of the specific laws under discussion.]

19. The sand or straw diminishes the whiteness of the lime, and renders
plastering permissible {Rashbam).

20 Since the loss of whiteness is offset by an enhancement of the lime’s
strength, plastering is prohibited {Rashbam).

21 Since the loss of whiteness 1s not offset by an enhancement, plastering
is permitted even according to R’ Yehudzh.

92, Ben Yehoyada explains that prophets had forewarned the people
about the destruction of the first Temple, but expliaitly promised that it
would be rebuilt within acentury, as indeed it was. Since the people knew
that the period of desolation would be relatively short lived, they did not
enact measures of self-denial in mourning for the Temple. However, no
prophet stepped forward after the second destruction to promise a speedy
redemption. Thus, many feared — correctly, as it turned out — that the
Temple site might remain desolate for centuries. As a result, many
people felt it proper to enact measures of self-denial to express their
mourning -

a5 Mn cmeimne meal afferings consisted of lour mixed with oilor waterm



60b° CHEZKAS HABATIM
R’ Yehoshua again countered:
bax3 x5 mA1e — But WE SHOULD NOT EAT FRUIT either,  123¥
m17133 1903 — FOR now that the Temple has been destroyed, THE
FTRST FRUTTS" ARE NO MORE,®! and it is not proper that we enjoy
fruit while the Temple cannot. 2K MBI WAK -~ The
ascetics agreed that, indeed, it was proper to abstain from eating
those species that had been offered as “first fruits.” Nevertheless,
they proposed: IT IS still POSSIBLE to subsist ON OTHER types of
FRUIT, i.e. those species that were not brought as “first fruits.”%
R’ Yehoshua delivered the coup de grace:
nnwi x5 am — He said to them: But according to your reasoning,
WE SHOULD NOT DRINK WATER either, Dm 7307 502 1320 —
FOR THE WATER LIBATION IS NO MORE,?" and it is not proper that
we enjoy water while the Temple cannot. Wnw - [THE
ASCETICS] WERE SILENT, for they realized that it is impossible to
live without water,25 and that R’ Yehoshua had demonstrated the
impossibility of abstaining from every type of food or drink that
had been used in the Temple.

R’ Yehoshua then instructed the ascetics how to mourn for the
Temple:
179 "mx — [R' YEHOSHUA] SAID TO THEM: 13 — MY CHILDREN!
3% TMIX) K12 ~ COME here AND I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU the
proper way to mourn for the Temple. % W 53 baxnnY xbw
AWEX — NOTTO MOURN AT ALL IS IMPOSSIBLE, 717117711133V
—~ FOR THE DECREE of destruction HAS BEEN PROMULGATED, !
and we must mourn for the catastrophe in some manner.
AWSK X KM IAN YARNAY1 — AND TO MOURN EXCESSIVELY IS
also DMPOSSIBLE, 13T 9¥ 717 [INA XY — FOR WE MAY NOT
IMPOSE A DECREE UPON THE PUBLIC ~ T'213% 113¥ 311 12 DX K7X
A3 Tmyy — UNLESS THE MAJORITY OF THE PUBLIC IS ABLE TO
COMPLY WITH [THAT DECREELS® Q1K) BRX T7XR2,:3N7
Bk M7 AWIP ONX MR — ASIT IS WRITTEN: YOU ARE CURSED
WITH A CURSE. YET YOU ROB ME, THE ENTIRE NATION.® 12 xHK

CHAPTER THREE

BAVA BASRA

RN 1MNPK ~ RATHER, THUS SAID THE SAGES: The proper way to
mourn for the Temple is that when T3 12 NX IR0 - A
MAN APPLIES PLASTER TO HIS HOUSE, byIn 12713 1mwm — HE
SHOULD LEAVE A SMALL [AREA] OF IT unplastered.

The Gemara momentarily digresses to provide a clarification of
this.instruction:
and ~ And how much should be left unplastered? gfov 270K
mnx Yy max — Rav Yosef said: An area of [one] amah by [one]
amah ¥ x7on 27 my - Rav Chisda said: nnsa Tam —
The proper location of the unplastered area is opposite the
door."

The Gemara resumes its account of R’ Yehoshua's Instructions:
ATIWD 137y 53 DT WY — A MAN MAY PREPARE A MEAL, nwwm
LI N3T ~ BUT HE SHOULD LEAVE OUT SOME SMALL PART, 1.e.0ne
item on the menu.

The Gemara seeks a clarification:
xm1 'xn — What is {an example] of such an item?

The Gemara answers:

X3D777 x93 Kp2 37 ek — Rav Pappa said: A pie of fish
hash.i34

R’ Yehoshua teaches a third way to mourn for the Temple:
TWWIN Y3 MWK YW — A WOMAN MAY APPLY ALL OF HER usual
ADORNMENTS, LYW 937 nanwmy — BUT SHE SEOULD OMIT
SOME SMALL [ADORNMEN’T].”SJ

The Gemara seeks a clarification:

x'71 ' — What is [an example] of such an adornment?

The Gemara answers:

xy1¥ na a1 mx — Rav said: The hair on her temple.ti

R’ Yehoshua provides a Scriptural basis for instituting these
practices as expressions of mourning for the destruction of the
Holy Temple:

«ayanh mwh patn P nawn Thwy UKD, MKW -

NOTES

95, Exodus 23:19 and Deuteronomy 26:1-11 mandate that each year,
between the festivals of Shavuos and Succos, every Jewish farmer in
Eretz Yisrael bring a gift of “*first fruits” to the Temple. These were the
first ripenings of his wheat, barley, grape, fig, pomegranate, olive and
date harvests. After placing them before the Altar and reciting the
Biblical passage of the “first fruits” (Deuteronomy 26:5-10), he
presented them to the Kohanim. When the Temple was destroyed, the
offering of “first fruits” was discontinued.

26. Le. any fruits other than the seven species listed in the preceding
note. Since these other fruits are never offered in the Temple, there was
no reason to abstain from eating them after the Temple was destroyed.

27 The Mishnah (Succah 42b) teaches that on each of the seven days of
Succos, water was ceremoniously poured on the Altar in the Temple (see
Gemara there 48a-b for a description of the service). In Rosh Hashenah
(16a) the Sages teach that the purpose of this ceremony was to entreat
God for a favorable judgment concerning rainfall for the coming year.

28. Although, strictly speaking, it is possible to abstain from water and
instead drink the juice of permitted fruits, such a severe abstinence was
considered too difficult even for the ascetics (Tosafos).

99. [e. the destruction of the Temple and of Jerusalem, decreed by
Heaven, has occurred (Rashbam).

Alternatively, the decree to mourn for the Temple has already been
issued by the Sages (Rashash; see Maharsha).

30. And to require the entire Jewish people to abstain from such basic
foods as bread, meat and wine would be to impose an intolerable burden
on the majority of Jews.

A+ 1£.1..L55.6 Fad theaneh the neanhet Malachi. censures the Jewish

the storehouse, that there may be food in My house. .. The prophet
records that the Jews accepted with a curse their obligation to bring all
the prescribed agricultural offerings to the proper storehouse in the
Temple from where it would be distributed to the recipients — 1.2 to the
Kohen or the Levi (see Nechemiah 10:38-40). That is, the entire Jewish
people pronounced a curse upon anyone who did not fulfill these
obligations. Nevertheless, the people did not act properly, but kept the
food for themselves, thereby “robbing’” God. They were therefore
subject to the curse that they had pronounced upon themselves.

The point here is that “the entire nation” pronounced the curse, and
most probably they would not have agreed to do so if they felt they could
not meet their responsibilities. Thus, from here we learn that a decree
is not binding unless a majority of the nation can tolerate it [{for in
halachah a majority has the force of the entirety, 17103 131) (Rashbam ).
39. Anamah is 22.8 inches/58 cm. (Chazon Ish},or 18.9inches/48cm. (R’
A.C. Naeh).

33. Le. on the wall a person faces when he enters the house (Mishnah
Berurah 560:3; see Shaarei Teshuvch there).

34. A dish consisting of fish fried in its own oil and flour {Rashbam ), or
cooked in flour and vinegar (Aruch x3on 7

35. Ben Yehoyada explains that R’ Yehoshua's three examples are
symbolic of three features lost with the destruction of the Temple:
Leaving part of the house unplastered recalls the destroyed House, the
Temple building itself; withholding 2 dish from the dinner table recalls
the destroyed Altar, where foodstuffs were offered as sacrifices; and
omitting an adornment recalls the priestly vestments, which are
considered the Kohen's adornments.

36. It is a sign of mourning for a woman to let the hair on her templ@

iiimnmeem avenk hair wath



60b* CHEZKAS HABATIM
FORIT IS STATED:3" [F I FORGET YOU, O JERUSALEM, MAY MY RIGHT
HAND WITHER! MAY MY TONGUE CLEAVE TO THE ROOF OF MY MOUTH
if I do not remember you, if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest
Joy!

The Gemara asks:
“InnRw wrI By, xn — What is the meaning of if I do not set
Jerusalem above my highest joy?

The Gemara asnwers:
Pr¥127 K ~ RavYitzchak said:  ornnwxnaw nbpn noxm
— This refers to ashesi®! that are placed on the heads of
bridegrooms at their weddings as a sign of mourning for the
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.5

A clarification is sought:
»3xY %23 27 1% x — Rav Pappa said to Abaye:  nm x3m
7% ~ Where exactly on the head does [the bridegroom] place
[the ashes]?

The Gemara answers:
1"28n mipna — Abaye answered: In the place where the head
tefillin are worn, nmn axs @7 nnY ey axy owh, M
"“MOX — as it is stated: To appoint for the mourners of Zion, to
give them adornment in place of ashes. !

R’ Yehoshua's final words:
D9y Sy baxnnn Y31 — AND WHOEVER MOURNS FOR
JERUSALEM  A1mRw3a 7X17) A2 — WILL MERIT TO WITNESS
ITS reconstruction and the attendant REJOICING, Mnw,,:"nxiw
"M B9WININX ~ AS IS STATED: REJOICE WITH JERUSALEM ETC.H1

Another Tanna echoes the sentiments of R’ Yehoshua:
K10~ It was taught in a Baraisa:  ywox 12 Sxynwr 1 px -

CHAPTER THREE

- OURSELVES

BAVA BASRA

R’ YISHMAEL BEN ELISHA SAID: WTIPna 2 37nw o — EVER
SINCE THE DAY THE HOLY TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED, X1 "M
unxy LJS! MW — IT WOULD BE PROPER THAT WE DECREE UPON
P MNwh X9 w32 519x5 X5W — NOTTO EAT MEAT
AND NOT TO DRINK WINE, as asign of mourning for the Temple and
Jerusalem.  12¥7 5y 71913 s PR X9 — HOWEVER, WE NEVER
TMPOSE A DECREE UPON THE PUBLIC "2 13y 311 13 ox xbx
n3 'nny‘_: — UNLESS THE MAJORITY OF THE PUBLIC IS ABLE TO
COMPLY WITH [THAT DECREE], and most Jews are not able to
abstain from meat and wine. namw aywna mabn nvwsw ovm
MW My} mm anby — AND, similarly, EVER SINCE THE DAY
THE WICKED KINGDOM (l.e. the Roman Empire) THAT DECREES
UPON US EVIL AND HARSH DECREES EXTENDED its dominion over
the Jewish people, miymia71In 1mn n5UaM — AND DEPRIVES US
OF the opportunity to study TORAH AND observe the COMMAND-
MENTS, 137 y13w5 8137 MK nom PR —~ AND, furthermore,
DO NOTALLOW US TO ATTEND CIRCUMCISIONS 2y i vy
137 — AND SOME SAY REDEMPTIONS OF THE FIRSTBORN,  pn
uNYY 5 MW KT~ IT WOULD BE PROPER THAT WE DECREE
UPON OURSELVES 2132 7o mwk xus 5w — NOTTO TAKE A
WIFE AND FATHER CHILDREN, 1193 13X 2372X 5w a1 xynn
MIXN — AND IT WOULD TRANSPIRE that OUR FOREFATHER ABRA-
HAM'S SEED, the Jewish people, WOULD EXPIRE ON ITS OWN,
instead of being annihilated by the Romans.* 215 mn xHx
“X7wy — HOWEVER, LET THE JEWS continue to marry and father
children, since in any event they will not cease to do so, even if we
were to prohibit it. 1w vw avm — For IT IS PREFERABLE
THAT THEY BE UNINTENTIONAL [VIOLATORS], PTm oM "er. -
AND NOT BE DELIBERATE [VIOLATORS).%!

Q™nan npm ey
WE SHALL RETURN TO YOU, CHEZKAS HABATIM

NOTES

sides of their heads, and to comb their hair in a certain manner. It was
this hairstyle that was discontinued as an expression of mourning for
the Temple.

37. Psalms 137:5-6.

38. Literally: burnt ashes. The adjective, a9pn, burnt, is added to indi-
cate ashes from a fire in a stove, as opposed to the ashes of a burnt red
cow (Rashbam).

39. Ashes placed on the head, at the highest point of the rejoicing bride-
groom'’s body, is a symbolic fulfillment of [setting] Jerusalem above my
highest joy.

40. Isawah 61:3. The word “xs, adornment, can refer to tefillin (see Tar-
gum to Ezekiel 24:17, where the verse, 5y v1an 1xs, bind your adorn-
ment upon you, is translated: 12y 11 ynoww, your tefillin shall be upon
you; see also Berachos 1la).

Isaiah prophesied that in the Messianic era tefillin will be worn on the
head, where ashes were once placed as a sign of mourning for Zion. It is
thus evident that placing ashes where the head tefillin are usually worn
constitutes a sign of mourning.

Head tefillin are positioned at the point where the top of an infant’s
head is soft — i.e. at the fontanel [the membrane-covered gap in an
infant's skull) (Eruvin 95b; see Rashi there).

41. Isaiah 66:10, which states in its entirety: Rejoice with Jerusalem and
be glad with her, all who love her; rejorce for joy with her, all who mourn
for her.

42.Le. the Romans executed not only one who circumecised his child, but

The literal translation of ja7 yuw® t1% is: to enter {a house
or synagogue where] a circumcision [is being celebrated]. ;27 yuw liter-
ally means *'the week of the son,” i.e. the circumcision that is performed
at the end of seven full days following the birth of the son (Rashbam ).

Some commentators explain that it was customary to celebrate the
entire week following the birth of a child. These celebrations took place
at the home of the parents. Hence, according to this understanding, the
Gemara means that the Romans did not permit any Jew to enter such
a house (see Margolios HaYam to Sanhedrin 32b).

43. The word yw» is rendered by Targum Onkelos as 72, seving or
redemption, see, for example, Exodus 14:30. Accordingly, Rashi (Bava
Kamma 80a) and Aruch translate 121 yw» as the redemption of the son
— that 1s, the ceremony during which the father redeems his firstborn
son by giving redemption money to a Kohen, as prescribed in Exodus
13:13. The Romans would not permit any Jew to attend this ceremony
and its accompanying feast (cf. Rabbetnu Tam 1bid.).

44. [ e. it would be preferable not to father a son than to have a son and
not circumncise him (Rashbam ).

According to Tosafos, R' Yishmael was referring only to persons who
already had children and had thereby fulfilled the Biblical obligation to
procreate (Genesis 1:28). However, see Iyun Yaakou.

Ben Yehoyada explains that R’ Yishmael did not actually intend for
the Jewish people to disappear. Rather, he expected the Roman religious
persecution to end one day (as, indeed, it did; see Doros HaRishonim IV,
706-12), and then the people could resume their normal lives.
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