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“7he Case of the

Mi Issing Mesechta”
Why is There No
Jractate Chanukah?
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Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
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. The reason the miracle of Chanukkah is not mentioned at all in the ‘
: Mishnah [is as follows]: For our master, the compiler of the Mish-
" nah, was of the seed of King David, peace be upon him, and the

miracle of Chanukkah was accomplished by the house of Chash-

mona’im, which seized the kingship although [its members] were

not of the seed of David. Now this disturbed Rabbeinu HaKadosh,

and [therefore] when he wrote the Mishnah under the inspiration

of the holy spirit, the miracle was omitted from his work.
(R. Avraham Yitzchak Shperling, Ta‘arnei HaMinhagim, p- 365)
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This relative must'thus be the father, not the mother, axnnown
anawn Map — for paternal relatives are called “family,”
A02WR ANAp 2K OX NABWR — whereas maternal relatives are
not called “family”; 2'n37 - as it is written: Dnrownb,,
"BNAX n13Y ~ According to their families, according to their
fathers’ household.!®
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Rabbeinu HaKadosh . Wa
in 'hxs time, a man in whom all desirable [conduct]
traxts. were found, unt] he merited to be ¢
by his contemporaries ... and he was the e
stature ... piety and humility.

(_.:n’)jQ% wa ®s§os“ Hagdan A

$ singular in his generation an

and [all] gooc
alled “our holy Master’

pitome of wisdom and

(Introduction to the Mishnah, ch. 3)

The Gemara objects to the view that Megillas Taanis was
abrogated:
X312 371 3'nn ~ Rav Kahana challenged Rav and R’ Chanina
from a Baraisa: %2 mpuna nuyn 1 awyn — There was
once AN INCIDENT WHEREIN THEY (the townspeople) DECREED A
FAST DURING CHANURAH IN the city of LOD. "1y9x =7 111
. YA ~ IN RESPONSE, R’ ELIEZER WENT DOWN to a bathhouse in
' Lod AND BATHED there, =2'0) ywim 1371 ~ AND R’ YEHOSHUA
' went to a barber in Lod AND HAD HIS HAIR CUT. By 1R -
[R' ELIEZER AND R' YEHOSHUA) SAID TO [THOSE WHO HAD FASTED),
DRMYNAY TR Yy 2YNMIXY — YGO OUT AND FAST¥ ON ACCOUNT
OF THAT WHICH YOU FASTED on Chanukah.” Now, R' Eliezer
and R’ Yehoshua lived after the destruction of the Second
Temple,™ yet they held that Chanukah was still in effect in their
time, even though Chanukah is one of the festivals listed in
Megillas Taanis. — ? -

. - -

- 9ov 27 mx Xyx — Rather, Rav Yosef said:

The Gemara defends Rav and Kav Chanina:
591 37K — Rav Yosef said:  noun uxw — Chanukah is dif-
ferent from all the other days listed in Megillas Taamis xR
myn — in that there is a mitzvah associated with it, the lighting
of the menorah. '
T}\xe Gemara objects:
"X MY Tk —- Abaye said to [Rav Yosef]: The mitzvah of
lighting the menorah is merely an accessory to the festival itself;

 TRYR uatm v w3 N — so let [Chanukah] be abrogated

and let its mitzvah be abrogated as well!®/ — 7 —
The Gemara revises its answer:

TN NRY -
Chanukah is different from all the other days listed in Megillas
Taanis x93 0p75Mm7 — because the miracle of Chanukah has

- already become thoroughly publicized through its observances
+ and it would be inappropriate to abrogate it
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In my opinion, the kings from other tribes, who ruled over
Israel after David, went against the wish of their father Jacob by
diverting the inheritance of Judah to another tribe. Now they
relied on the word of Achiyah the Shilonite, the prophet who
anointed 3% Jeroboam, who said, And I will for this afflict the
seed of David, but not forever. **® But when [the ten tribes of]
Israel continued to crown kings one after another of the rest of
the tribes, and they did not revert to the kingdom of Judah, they
transgressed the testament of the ancestor, and they were
accordingly punished, just as Hosea said, They have set up kings,
but not from Me.'*!

This was also the reason for the punishment of the Hasmoneans,
who reigned during the Second Temple. They were saints of the
‘Most  High, without whom the learning of Torah and the
“observance of Commandments would have been forgotten in Israel,
* and despite this, they suffered such great punishment. The four

sons '#2 of the old Hasmonean Matithyahu, saintly men who ruled

one after another, in spite of all their prowess and success, fell by
the sword of their enemies. And ultimately the punishment
reached the stage where our Rabbis, of blessed memory, said: 143
“He who says, ‘I come from the house of the Hasmoneans,” is a
slave,” as they were all destroyed on account of this sin. !** Now
although among the children of Shimon, there was cause for
punishment on account of the Sadducees,'*? all the children of
the righteous Matithyahu the Hasmonean were deposed for this
only: they ruled even though they were not of the seed of Judah
and of the house of David, and thus they completely removed *“‘the
sceptre” and ‘‘the lawgiver” from Judah. And their punishment
was measure for measure, as the Holy One, blessed be He, caused
. their slaves 4% to rule over them, and it is they who destroyed
thern.

It is also possible that, [in addition to the Hasmoneans having
sinned for assuming royalty when they were not of the tribe of
Judah], they sinned in ruling on account of their being priests,
who have been commanded: Guard your priesthood in everything
that pertaineth to the altar, and to within the veil;_and ye shall
serve; | give you the priesthood as a service of gift. 1*7 Thus it was

not for them to rule, but only to perform the Service of G-d.

QLTI S TR e ——y—— nonwy e

% Mea oayn pam

M52 RKOR fmay xb PYIXT RamTn
YNT M Mmd powmem vava 1o
T 0M 07Ty DR oSy XY

M27 53% L NNAY PX Mpwn NYN paan n
Tm5 an% A k% L0 monay DX InX

R SRR DY R
o1 ROnhRY by
B BTN I kMDA o3y * T s
AN BTINR T Yopy
7 RIIY XPNRP mymon
AR YT 55 bax e mapryun bt
MM DAY AT v pa x5
A MM TR Ponar e g

Y2 8% e K

AT M15m BNRSEA Xon by manp
1INZ NT2Y DRTIR N3ILS mandy nars

\

b
/1 DAY nx Mavh pq



2NN IR AXITD 0% 2X0w T T ASURS 91 nwhn
DT RM XA X5 AduR many th )7
A3W P2 NI AR Tomy P mnxD
- PAWPI WA XDY MM Rp5TAR R Anb
PR30 DRIRaY MIavpa 5531 .8 oxa TR W L3y
T S VTP RN 00205 vanb pisay an ROR 1193 A1Rw 0 NoeT o nTIra
mend oy ant] T apabx NITR %3 WAy L npa 7939 meb 153a
W92 731 "I BaA pwea BIWPAT DRI Son M1 13N x5m A nyIn
B 13T 3PN ®YW Sy vy nodm s MPIN INN AP IBKD OXY oW
WA AT Py SaR LYY Moy 0 aain 73 MY MNE NP o3 AR R
TTEY P TR T Yy v v anw MM 5o a5in Sy awann 1o AR b
£ B2 2% 2pnp nbipa PORED A1 L pphay e
WA ’Y pwav oy bap 13TPAT D TITRL NN WRY L ATIRA Vs

73 T°T MINR A0 23 15X DIeRY 1R bx 137 AR5 A73p 15 IR A0 1Y pap
BRY Oy AP 850m Avvom ooo; T30

|7(3) Raugan

(?:0) B IVES

But the intention of this homiletic text is to derive an allusion from
this section [of the Torah] to the Chanukah ("Dedication”) of lights
which occurred in the period of the Second Temple through Aaron
and his sons, namely [Matithyahu] the Hasmonean, who was High
Priest, and his sons.” And I have found this explanation in the

tollowing text of Megillath Setharim® of Rabbeinu Nissim,® who
mentions this tradition, saying: “I have seen in the Midrash: When
[the princes of] the twelve tribes brought the dedication-offerings
and the tribe of Levi did not etc., the Holy One, blessed be He,
said to Moses, Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him: When
thou lightest the lamps. There is another Dedication in which there
will be lighting of the lamps, when I will perform through your
sons miracles and salvation for Israel, and a Dedication which will be
called by their name, namely, ‘the Chanukah of the sons of the
Hasmonean."'* Therefore He put this section [dealing with the lighting
of the lamps] next to the section concerning the dedication of the
altar.” Thus far is his [Rabbeinu Nissim's] language.
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“G-d their L-rd shall save them on that da

sons of the Chashmona‘im, who are bed
jewels, breastplate, and tunic, will glitter (
(2°0%) in His land.

:9) RrsH )

‘ 7 Lr . Y ... for [they shall be like] crown
Jewels, glitteri ng on His soil” (Zecharyah 9:16) — For the kohanim, the

ecked with the crown
DOONND) with miracles
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i Mattithyahu son of Yochanan, who will throw off the Greek oppres-
* sor... The glory of kingship in Yisra’el, he will be a great commander
and hero, as will all his seed after him, the sons of Chashmonai.
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- With the rebuilding and return of the second Temple, Davidic
monarchy did not resume.... This was by virtue of the exaltedness
of Davidic rule; only the future would be worthy of the dawning of
Davidic rule.®

(id)

Emperor Hadrian, after subduing the rebelsat B?tar, 1as;hed out like
fire in anger at all of Yisra'el, putting an end to [its] holiday|s], new
moon, and Sabbath. L

The reign of the next emperor, Antoninus, who was Rebbi's [i.e.,
R. Yehudah HaNasi's] friend, could almost be termed comfo-rtabl‘e;
the previous ban on Chanukkah, however, appa:ently'remmned in
effect. Even a benevolent ruler could not allow a holiday of such
national feeling to a people who had only recen.ﬂy fought to'the death
and had, at great cost [to Rome], been contained. For this reason,
Rabbeinu HaKadosh could not publicly mention Chanukkah.

(R. Yehoshua Yosef Preil, Egglei Tal [Warsaw, 5659] 1:3)
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It is ostensibly a great wonder why not one law of Chanukkah is
mentioned in the Mishnah. Concerning Purim, there is an entire
tractate, while [regarding] Chanukkah there is not even one mishnah....
However, it is not really a wonder, since all the laws of Chanukkah
are written in the ninth chapter of Megillath Ta'anith, with all the
baraithoth cited in tractate Shabbath and dealing with the laws of
Chanukkah having been cited there. It was therefore unnecessary
for Rebbi to reiterate them in the Mishnah, since Megillath Ta'anith
was considered almost as prestigious as Scripture, withits authority
surpassing that of the Mishnah, [as indicated by the fact that] its

recarding wiae nermitted mrior tao when it became permissible to

record “Torah shebe'al-peh” (as explained by Rashi [in his commen-
tary] on Shabbath 13b, Eruvin 62b, and Ta’anith 15b). Now we never

find in the Mishnah re‘peﬁh’on of anything recorded in Megillath

Ta'anith ... the same rule and reason [applying] to the laws of
Chanukkah.... Only after Megillath Ta'anith was annulled and peo-
ple no longer studied it did they copy therefrom the laws of the
Chanukkah candles, since Chanukkah [unlike the other days re-
corded in Megillath Ta’anith] was not annulled.

(R. Dov Nachman Horovitz of Vitebsk, HaPeles, Vol. 1 [5661], p.184)



(;&) A/?zu MEGILLAN ToIa N a2y T0S .

T D ONBY 37 wew s ,E"‘?:'hnm R

‘ N B poon v o
M0 NYIP 0BG ek o> e 23 2% foosmor :;1 > 3
P25 woy M oy Aaxp b sy 3 J

TN OIER P3D 1ap bp asun
- PEEIT XM O3) oo v adsh
?Q »5}) IPYID R33 1anh msoo
e @) (53) raw)

B vmvuonhe do soum (s g
D313 2L DE3 - BEYBBYE : PUED 1 - 4 Mo3p Qo3 e 0 70 A e of e

WNOAND 23 oY b Avawn

®E3p 1 OLY Y prad o) 00T D000 PRET ) I 3f
D5 9"IpN W ONS - m3p : o3m sady By sy o
blblte} o2 p p} Pl )
Y OPE VAE pwhd 1pbE - widp pymss pb s‘f’::.:b,. .,:'725 :5??12;27‘?2
‘ PIamuD TR DR oM

S Iodop '

(7:?»/0/») va "2 PR @ RAMgA M

oy dE PIENM PRI T L )
PishEa 38D INHIE A/ 11T I D1 333 1IN 01100 33y [p 1333 3rRE P (Rabdn
b 5o 0707 Ahesent op A6 WAD DY 23 373 wmbn pisp B nHY 1h pOIEM
B G370 TWE B8 D03 1 n3D b gn) 31 Aerg 7w jorrT Sio) amin 937 pifne
1mnmwmﬂmmrmﬁrlwﬁm
537 DY T T 31Ds F3E 13 103 3375 vhy £ 270y 07h oiEn B
ppa pYeR IPE ANt IMATII NI IBD 10 336 9170 i3 193n A SeMpn D B3

235 DR P3N 38 DEORY £ 90R) 3B 1M BIPY poom 36 PIDY Jog 31 1o b ouzon 1A
1OP3Mm 70 0D PInn3 AR I iR b Ipin e hs dp anfin (b wuar

&)

ho obr3d 20mp 3P T3 Phowae WYIM n e
" aoope bv oran b pOW O hadh
a3 bh hro hasdp £PID3 D3B3 PYODT ky Hm Hep ok
Cop3 'b3 myph> Pdu OIIM BRSO IDPT D 003 IEOTD
yry 39 99k Paow 39 Inb 0D 93 *u3Mh 37 I0h TPy
pr 5p vy Sh o ceoms B3 pDRE DID3 nYod dnp
han3 £3% 3099 5D 1973 hndh vev3 mOn3 b3 1 DIB 3 Blop)
oy §™3 bhdo mp bp1 wyp 333 piph 3 mph DDDT
ssp prp ok bbbty ApToe D WYEpothd 3P
omd 373 doa ph AP 7733 0D 3 pary oI oonsh
b My rosp v gpItd uen ons 2 Hwp 937 bl
apsp3 O3 NOYY IPWISIN DPING NIOVE DIPECD D 20IDD
pr33 DI 1T WPIY O HD POI3 £330 AP Sep e
PYBIH DYAp H1IPY 1IVE OIPD MY 121 N0 b tp o
»3p3 oot 080 o3p EMNE TS rp rly 7935 b Th roums
Spap aeh op Thp tIn DIET TROMT Eoorobt 129307 hoo
Py moy DY hpdps aop kb oyhp w\: wH vmbkn:
fpdpT Hioonat b3 ofy Wb ach posn ohrop P37 DRI
- papnopan £60 5p o obrIps b vh br3pedr 13> TH




TR RS DY R cHeen gl

S 13 pnwa an? X981 DYD 13 WIXnh v oMyt (2
Z o™IEY ,aPYTIA DD DY MY DU MITT nMipnan viipi
L1337 0DYY L, awD PN 13 YT A L RnYR RNoon ¥3P
2 WNTAY XA A0 PPN YT Aty ATt L piwd DYoA
3 MWD DWITIA MDD TA AT L DATRIEMY Ddna AR
‘ 1apPREI NMTY KIPT A70R NI LNNPR Nhana nXEen P N2
1737 TTOWR 1291 ,7a% BV PO uY M0RI MERAY AR o127
nUar 92w LBYYAD DN3T NIV MORT VRN DMITha w1Tpa
AR YT PTIW AIMDAY LHYAT NI Tab A0Wn 3T monnd
LT3 N MR YD Mo AW DYl ARY DR 3T YTy
AR DROM CMAT DMPY YIID ANDd 19R Miaba powa M
X923 0O 1D MR PN LNIRT PR WY brya ohawpna
wapt 1PR MY ndwY R oWy MNx DM ampw KO
KW I 00 3D P AR KN 19K BTY

\\.?3 ' @ R T2ADUC NN CQNsn)

1 - 7287 PITR P o

TRIMTTIN AT 7Y INIODM D0 T7F W 172 79 1IN RY 910 YW 01 AN TN TR AT 2aR
0°0737 710 X1 WNOR D ,2n0™ N3 RYW 001 NYNNA AOUNT .0 YA TN MR NN Y
P RYTO 11277 XD NOANT X7 ™D .9 DYAW TR DA 1,0 R 1RY 10D) 20370 Inw
T HY IR R .0N X7 WX 1977 7D N2 1272 HY R0A3 1R 1D 1D Y¥aw N wwn

90 0 ADWRAW 1 AT 0N (21D 27 WRIA) 1MRW WD 12 KYaW I 10N 7T WA
XITAN) RAKIO A9 2¥2T TN NIRT WM MR T 29K WRM 7107 9Y RPN RO
192 XY 031,191 ORI MR 7173 MR IRY TINA 0070 QYT MR 19 PYaw an Ty pyw (3 m
PYY XY Y10 ATT TN 1T R M2 w0 Y 0 YYIT N DY 1 N0 A

Chanukkah was the first of miracles “not meant to be written down”
(Yorna 29a), the beginning of [the concept of a] rabbinic mitzoah; its root’
* is Torah shebe'al-peh, as stated in the Gemara: “And where did He
. command us? R. Aviyya said: It follows from [the verse] ‘do not stray

. from the word that they shall declare to you' (Devarim 17:11)" (Shabbath
- 23a).
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. they.m.ade [the eight days of Chanukkah] festive days of praise and : DX 021 F2LD DLD TOrD ' WEN3 S 3p3)
thanksgiving” (Shabbath 21b) — This is characteristic of the notion of 5 o300 130h o "D YD1 9300 fm 1or
T?rﬂh shebe'al-peh.... Hence, the miracle of Chanukkah was not recorded B |4 b3 5000 M) 35 -0 frop
(like Megillath Ester), nor was it written in the Mishnah.... Rather, they TS L BED W W 3 B >00h B
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