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Said the Holy One Blesses be He: You [Greeks] thought to uproot
the seven lights [of the menorah in the Beith HaMikdash] and the
eight day of the [Sukkoth] festival! Behold, I shall bring upon you
eight days [of Chanukkah] and seven' sons of Chashmona’im who
will eradicate you from the world.

(Midrash Chanukkah, Beith HaMidrash I, 134a)
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in the seventh month shall you celebrate it. ** You shall dwell in booths for
a seven-day period; every native in Israel shall dwell in booths. 3 So that
your generations will know that | caused the Children of Israel to dwell

in booths when [ took them from the land of Eqypt; I am HASHEM, your
God.

* And Moses declared the appointed festivals of HASHEM to the Children
of Israel. '

! HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Command the Children of Israel that

they shall take for you pure olive oil, pressed, for dllumnination, to kindle a
continual lamp. 3 Outside the Partition of the Testimony,. in the Tent of M;et-
ing, Aaron shall arrange it, from evening to morning, before HASHEM, contifiu-
ally; an eternal decree for your generations. 4 On the pure Menorah shall he
arrange the lamps, before HASHzM, continually.
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Misfingfi 1™ sown opas nvaaxa — At four junctures during the year the world is judged: 5y mom

m¥anD — on Pesach for the grain, 127 nivs by n7¥ya ~ on Shavuos for the fruit of the
tree, 111233 9% P2y oYy a3 b2 nawn Wk — on Rosh Hashanah all who come to the world [i.e. all men]
pass before Him like bnei maron,™  oipyn-53-5x s ngb m v, TR - as it is stated: Who fashions
their hearts together, Who understands all their deeds,”” omn by 1’;137 and on the Festival [of Succos]
they are judged for the water.® :
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& At that time Solomon instituted the celebration — and all Israel was with i
him, a huge congregation, from the Approach of Harnath until the Brook of £Ry L?N:'W’rﬂ ¥ 1Y
Egypt — before HasHem our God, for seven days and seven [more] days,
fourteen days. * 6 On the eighth day, he sent the people off, * and they blessed
the king. They then went to their homes, joyous and good-hearted over all the
goodness that HasHEM had shown to His servant David and to His people Israel.
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max ompyn nyeb Aapmy naun YW 1 — A Chanukah light
that one placed above twenty amos from the ground n%3vs
Yiaps npws — is invalid,” as in the cases of a succah and a
mavoi. %
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xnn7 — For it was taught in a Baraisa: sy by, —
Scripture states, THIS IS MY GOD AND I WILL BEAUTIFY HIM, which
implies:™  niyna 19h nXINT — BEAUTIFY ONESELF BEFQRE
HIM IN the fulfillment of THE COMMANDMENTS.22  ynb nivy
n83 119w — For example, MAKE BEFORE HIM A BEAUTIFUL SUCCAH,
X3 DIWY 8Y 27191 — A BEAUTIFUL LULAV AND A BEAUTIFUL
SHOFAR, T3 M7iR MDD 18I MY — BEAUTIFUL TZI7TZIS®) and
A BEAUTIFUL TORAH SCROLL; T8 172 1w ia 2in1 — AND
WRITE IN IT FOR HIS SAKE" WITH BEAUTIFUL INE, X3 binbipa
TI% 1baba — A BEAUTIFUL PENP® and AN EXPERT SCRIBE,
T'R3 ]'R7W3 13710) — AND WRAP [THE TORAH] IN BEAUTIFUL SILKS.
TpIX BINY X3X — ABBA SHAUL SAYS: 19 mpin n Ry, —
The word VANVEIHU implies: BE LIKE HIVLI!  mynn) 110 X mp
— JUST AS [GOD] IS GRACIOUS AND COMPASSIONATE, nnR [X
DI 13 T — YOU ALSO SHOULD BE GRACIOUS AND COMPAS-
SIONATE.
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The Gemara prescribes various levels of performing the mitzvah
of kindling the Chanukah lights:
1227 110 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: g1 niyn — The
essential COMMANDMENT OF the CHANUERAH lightst® yax =3
1131 — is one LIGHT each night for A MAN AND HIS entire HOUSE-
HOLD.2Y ™7} — AND THOSE WHO PURSUE MITZVOS®! have
T0R] MK 2% 13 ~ one LIGHT each night FOR EACH AND EVERY ONE
in their household.? 7 P Pr17TRM ~ AND for THOSE

WHO MOST FERVENTLY PURSUE MITZVOS,23! oy BRI IRPY n1a
AW P75 WK — BEIS SHAMMAI SAY that on the FIRST DAY of
Chanukah ONE KINDLES EIGHT lights  3%im niin 79181 1R —
and HENCEFORTH CONTINUOUSLY DECREASES that amount, 4
AR P17 WK OF BvIix YYR Nty — BUT BEIS BILLEL SAY that
on the FIRST DAY ONE KINDLES ONE light 729 0in 9 (o
— and HENCEFORTH CONTINUOUSLY INCREASES that amount, 25
The Gemara offers two explanations of the dispute between Beis
Hillel and Beis Shammai:
X7 Ty — Ulla said:  x37ym3 137mx a3 wbs — Two
Amoraim in the West! disagree about [the interpretation]
of this Tannaic dispute, ~X7w1 72 017 1277 ag =2 o1 w1 —
and they are R’ Yose bar Avin and R’ Yose bar Zevida. m
'RPY N7 Rpyv R ~ One of them said that Beis Shammai’s
reason for requiring a continual decrease from eight lights to
one  T'D323T BM 3 — is so that the various kindlings cor-
respond to the number of days yet to come,> gy Rpyw)
S9m — and Beis Hillel’s reason for requiring a continual in-

crease from one light to eight xyiny v T2 — is so that
the various kindlings correspond to the number of days already
passed.”™ xpw nu7 Rpyw "MK 7 — And one of them said
that Beis Shammai’s reason for requiring a continual decrease
from eight lights to one  amy ™5 133 — is so that the various

indlj correspond to the bull [sacrifices] of the Succos
festival ™ 597 m3T RpyeT—and Beis Mllel's reason Tor
Tequiring a continual increase from one light to eight yhyny
"1™ 1R) WIp2 — is the principle that in sacred matters we
elevate, and do not lower, the degree of sanctity. o
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The Mishnah stated:

2772 NRPINRYwS maa — The watch of BILGAH ALWAYS DIVIDES
IN THE SOUTH.

The Gemara explains why the watch of Bilgah was penalized:
1237 2R — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: na n1n3 npyn
73972 ~ There was once AN INCIDENT INVOLVING MIRIAM, THE  5X70% 50 13 myap — “WOLF! WOLF! HOW LONG WILL YOU -
DAUGHTER OF one of the members of the watch of BILGAR, CONSUME THE MONEY OF ISRAEL, Nywa mnby 7oty nng )
MNT MY — WHO BECAME AN APOSTATE nREFn n;'?g] PITT1 — AND YOU DO NOT STAND BY THEM IN A TIME OF PRESSING
::v?n.v v:‘mn :rnx vi*T0Y — AND WENT AND MARRIED AN OFFICER NEED"®! 1373 oman WRYY — AND WHEN THE SAGES HEARD
OF ONE OF THE GREEK KINGS. 9o o WYY — WHENTHE — OF THIS™  Anyav nx wap — THEY PERMANENTLY AFFIXED
GREEKS subsequently ENTERED THE SANCTUARY in the days of ~ [BILGAH'S]RING to the floor of the Courtyard™ maton nR mno)
Mattisyahu ben Yochanan, mamn 23 by #%m02 noyan nmm — AND THEY SEALED HER ALCOVE.™!

TIRK] — SHE [Miriam] scornfully KICKED WITH HER SANDAL ON
TOP OF THE ALTAR AND EXCLAIMED: 11X 'nn Ty vipth oipib
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Furthermore, the relat
Chanukkah is expressed in
toms have been noted that

N There are those who tangibly express an element of Chanukkah
@ on Sukkoth:
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According to the tradition in our possession, [ Ya'akov our forefalhexg'
was interred in the cave of Machpelah] in Kislev during Chanukkah.

Ya'akov “drew his feet back onto the bed [and expired]” (BeReshith

[wrapping in which the ethrog is kept d
from it wicks for the Chanukkah lights.

“Minhagei Sanz,” p. 306).

y of Sukkoth, according to the tradition in our
.. and the seventy days of mourning (ibid. 50:3) then

conclude on Chanukkah.
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(Benei Yissachar, “Kislev,” Ma‘amar 1)

ionship between Sukkoth and
practice as well, and various cus-
clearly articulate this connection.

There is a custom to hang as an ornament in the sukkah a flask of
olive oil that is designated for the Chanukkah lights.
(Michtam LeDavid [R. D.Z. Lezer], p. 116)

Likewise, thereisa practice that explicitly invokes Sukkoth in the
kindling of the Chanukkah light:

It is a good custom of the wholehearted ... to keep this canvas

uring Sukkoth] and twist

(Mo’ed LeChol Chai [R. Chayyim Palagi))

In addition, R. Chayyim Halbershtam of Sanz, the renowned
Chasidic master and posek, emphasized

between Sukkoth and Pesach. He
themes of Chanukkah on motza'el

Mishnath Chasidim” (Darchei Chayyim, quoted in Otzar HaChayyim,

graphically the linkage
“had the practice to study the
Simchath Torah in Siddur shel
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