o
._L.,bqna
T
L=
= o
L O
= 5
L2
S 5
»._LO
= 4

D
SO

-
2 5
Yy
w— =
_ (0
-

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
Boca Raton Synagogue

Sukkos 5774/2013




1B “ﬁ Zarah 30

The nations still refuse to capitulate:
mpY 1% — [The nations] will then say:  abw by wiay ~
Master of the Universel mipyy wxm nh myn — Give [the

“Torah] to us anew and we will observe [its precepis].

Heaven responds: )
£ 3 WiTpn 10 “mx — The Holy One, Blessed is He, says to
them: phivaw owiw — Fools of the worldl  27y3 rmpw "
naws Yax ngy — Whoever toiled on the eve of the Sabbath
(ie. Friday) will eat on the Sabbath itsell, 2a7y3 np rby m
naw — but whoever did not toil on the eve of the Sabbath,
naw3s YKy j9m — from where will be eat on the Babbath?{
12 '8 by qx RYK — All the same, 1 will accede to your vequest and
test whether you really would have observed the Torah.  my»
¥ Wy by ~ T have an easy mitzvah _mpy npw) — and its name
{5 succah.®  mmn Wy 199 — Go and perform [this mitzvah],

The Gemara interrupts this teaching to ask:
1 g myy o — Bulb how can you say this, that God gives
the nations one more chance? % 12 ywhin 139 i X1 — Why,
R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said:  wnywy ky — What is the mean-
ing of that which is written'™ ovn wn oig wy,,
Syl — You shall keep the commandments . ., which 1
command you today to do them? ropwyh o, — Today, i.e.
this world, was made fo do them [the commandments] &%)
oniwy nmb — and not tomorrow, in the World to Come.
cnmiwyy o, ~ Today was made o do them; 5w org 8Y)
"% —~ and today was not made for vecelving their reward®
Why, then, does God give the nations a second chance in the World
to Come?i#

The Gemara answers:
PRPMS DY KINU KD RPN WD PRY KoK — Rather, God
gives them this chance because the Holy One, Blessed is He,
does not seek excuses to deal harshly with his ereations. On the
contrary, He seeks to provide them with ways to be successful 194
. The Gemara asks:
R e Y v 0Ny ~ But why does God refer to [suceah] as
an easy mitzvah?

The Gemara answers:
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0 1100 T3 M o — It is veferred to as such because [its
performance] does not involve a significant monetary cost,!

E Returning to the teaching:
2

WK Y0 vy i Yos Ll s by 1 — Immediately,
each citizen of the nations takes the opportunity and goes to
construct a succah on the roof of his house™  yrvz wipm
VRD REPNa M by 1y Xt ~ The Holy One, Blessed is
He, then pierces them™ with the heat of the blazing sun in the
Tammugz (summer) season,™  K¥™) NDIOD LYIN TR TR N
~ whereupon each and every one of the nations kicks his
succah and leaves it, nYwn Mg nR NERN,, VAR
Ty ey ~ as it is stated: Lef us cut their cords and cast off
their ropes, ™

The Gemara asks:

i — Does God really pierce them with the sun’s heat?!  xmy
PRI DY KNP R KM P W 18 na ~ But you have
just said that the Holy One, Blessed is He, does not seek

_ exouses to deal harshly with his creations!™

The Gemara answers:

1 nas By e — Making the blazing sun beat down upon
the nations was a fair trial of the nations’ dedication, for the Jews
also must face this trial in some years, as at times
K3 1y van napn Yy kawpg ~ it happens that the Tammux
season extends until the Festival (e Succos),?  xy¥ Wt i
— and [the Jews] too experience discomfort when performing
the mitzvah of succah due to the heat of the sun — yet they donot
act as the nationa did,

The Gemara asks;
K37 M — But Ravasaid:  ngion pa v wuxn — One wh?
experiences distress is exempt from the mitzvah of succah‘fj?
Cortainly, then, the Jews would also vacate the suecah should it
hecome uncomfortably hot. Why, then, are the nations faulted for
jeaving the succah under such conditions?

The Gemara answers:
g — Granted that one is exempt from remaining fo the
sticeah i such circumetances,  "yan m vowa — but does one
Tok it as he exits?! Certainly not/® Thus, the nations are faulted
riot Tor their leaving the suceal, but for their attitude toward
being exempted from the mitzvah.

The Gemara continues the narrative:
by pripml AWl KN MM WIRE TR - Immediatel{y, upon
seeing their actions, the Holy One, Blessed is He, sits axid
laughs about them '+ 21 prw? tya AW, MY — as it is
stated: He Who sits in the Heavens will laugh ete, 371908
pnyr — And regarding this verse™ R’ Yitzchak said:  pini px
133 mhn I ks 0 a3 witpn e ~ There is never
laughter in the presence of the Holy One, Blessed is He,
except for that one day alone®
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The Gemara cites an explanatory Baralsa:
1331 9p — The Rabbis taught in a Bavaisa:  vvany i — THE
SICK PERSON THAT THEY REFERRED TO in the Mishnah  njin xb
30 13 W ~ IS NOT necessarily A SICK PERSON WHOSE LIFE
1S 1N DANGERY gD 12 PRY 17N DK KP8 ~ BUT EVEN A
SICK PERSON WHOSE LIFE 18 NOT IN DANGER,  Wpy9 vy g —
and EVEN if HE merely HASANEYEACHE, WK13 WiT1BK) — AND
EVEN if HE merely HAS A HEADACHE®? %5093 13 R 137 0K
~ RABRAN SHDMON BEN GAMLIEL SAI:  'P¥2 YWD nms nyn
MPpR —~ ONE TIME, I HAD AN EYE-ACHE IN CAESERIA, %) "R}
mpIh YT Wwowm g W 3 Yok — AND R* YOSE THE MOST
BRILLIANT OF HIS GENERATION® ALLOWED ME ARD MY ATTEN-
DANTS TO SLEEP OUTSIDE THE SUCCAH ¥

A related incident concerning Amoraim:
¥o77a KoK b’ 31 - Rav allowed Rav Acha Bardela
nawa kobiaa kysh — to sleep under a canopy that was erected
inside the suceah, 'p3 mwm — on account of the mosqui-
toes®™ that were bothering him in the suceah™

Another such incident:

KR 13 X178 03717 1 170 %37 ~ Rava allowed R’ Acha bar Adda
#n5%pmn "2 xpn? ~ fo sleep oulside the suceah™ own
XDUMET K0 — on account of the foul odor of thewhite sand
which was epread over the succah 11001,

The Gemara explains Rava's rationaler
oy X3 — This ruling of Rava is in accordance with his
K34 oy ~ For Rava says

reasoning stated elsewhere.

BINSY DS o S nvab p1 oweys DI BTN 1 ?mp ahae)
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elsewhere:  nzvon j» wop "yuyp — One who experiences
distress®™ is exempt from the mitzvah of suceah, ™ '

The Gemara challenges Rava:
15 P K7 — But we have learned in the Mishnah:  pon
WD T TR DIWRYM —~ THE SICK AND THEIR ATTENDANTS
ARE EXEMPT FROM THE SUCCAH, This implies that i nfin — a
sick person — yes, he is exempt from the succah; w5 puyn —
but one who merely experiences some distress — no, he is not
exempt. How, then, can Rava assert that mere distress is also
sufficient fo exempt a person from the saccah?

Rava's ruling is defended:
nK — They say inresponse as follows: DM WD MR KT N
— In the case of a sick person, both he and his attendants are
exempt from the succah; “woyn — whereas in the case of a
person in distress, K% wWnwn bR R¥T ~ only he is exempt
from the succah, but his attendants are not exempt.® The
Mishnah, therefore, did not mention the exemption for a person
in distress, since it wished to mention the exemption of the
attendanés as well. And the attendants are indeed exempt only
in the case of sick person and not in the case of a person in
distress.
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12, Cﬁut Shani

R. Nissim ‘Kare(ztz b.1 926
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8. Birkei Yosef (Mesivta)

CR, Chaim Dovid Yosef Azulai (1724- 1806)
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11. Halichos Shlomo

R’ Shlomo Zafman Auerbach
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; 16. Aruch Ha'Shulchan .
R’ Yechiel Michel Epstein (1829-1908)
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18. Halichos Shlomo
R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach 1910-1995
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