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I. Stolen Sukkah 

a. Tosafos – Why do we need a pasuk to say a stolen sukkah is invalid, isn’t it a 

classic mitzah done through an aveira? 

i. It must be that principle is only rabbinic 

b. Minchas Chinuch – Special law of sukkah that not only do you not fulfill the 

mitzvah of sitting in the sukkah but it is as if you ate outside a sukkah 

c. R’ Yosef Engel – Disagrees with the Minchas Chinuch and proves from 

women making a beracha on sitting in sukkah. 

d. Want to suggest another answer to Tosafos question… 

 

II. Reason for Sukkah 

a. Vayikra – sit in sukkah, so that… 

b. Sukkah 12b – what do the Sukkos commemorate? 

c. Tur – gives reason for the mitzvah 

i. Bach – unusual departure for Tur? 

1. Must be knowing why in Sukkah is critical to performance of 

the mitzvah 

d. Sfas Emes – get your head in the sukka 

 

III. In Shade of Hashem 

a. Sukkah 12a – schach comes from lowliest physical, but we elevate it 

b. Flimsiness of schach reinforces idea that Hashem protects us 

c. R’ Hirsch, Rashbam – specifically feel humble and dependent during harvest 

time 

d. R’ Yaakov Ettlinger – shade must come from natural schach, not man made 

walls 

e. Sifsei Chaim – sukkos exercise in emunah 

 

IV. Holiday of Yaakov 

a. Tur – holiday of Yaakov Avinu 

b. Yaakov went to sukkos right after leaving Esav, why? 

c. Midrash – Esav gave him mussar about everything he had, he therefore left 

the permanence and went to the temporary. 

 

V. Conclusion 

a. Meiri – don’t just sit in the sukkah because is say to on our calendar.  Must 

tap into the inner essence and energy 

b. Special verse with stolen Sukkah because essence of the holiday is to 

transcend the physical and realize everything from Hashem.  Stealing 

something physical reflects a lack of trust in Hashem and an identification 

with the physical, the exact opposite of the goal of Sukkah. 
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1. Tosafos (Sukkah 9a)  

2.  Minchas Chinuch 
R’ Yosef Babad 

1800-1874 
 



 

 Page #4 

  

 

3.  Asvan Deorysa 
R’ Yosef Engel 

1858-1920 

4. Vayikra 23:43 

5. Sukkah 11b 

6. Tur o.c. 625 
R’ Ya’akov ben Asher 

1269-1343 
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7. Bach 
R’ Yoel Sirkes  

1561-1640 

8. Sefas Emes 
R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter 

1847-1905 
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The Torah commands us to leave our permanent homes and to enter temporary ones, to a home built 
from sechach, the remnant of produce left in the fields. This is to teach us that it is neither the grain 
nor the grapes that we rely upon to provide our security. Even the remnant that we ascribe little 
importance to can provide our shelter and protection if God so desires. This will reinforce our belief 
that God is the One Who provides for us. This is the “exile to the sukkah,” leaving our homes to live 
under God’s shade so that we should recognize that everything we merited to “gather from the 
fields” comes from God. 

10. Sifsei Chaim 
R’ Chaim Friedlander 

1923-1986 

9. Sukkah 12a 
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The festival of Sukkot … is the time when the 
year’s harvest is almost completed and your granary and house are full. 
No longer do you turn your eyes anxiously to Heaven for a blessing, for 
you have already gathered in your blessing … Leave your sound and 
solid house; dwell under the sparse ceiling of foliage and learn its lesson: 
the Lord your God caused your ancestors to dwell in booths for forty 
years when He led them out of Egypt … You will feel yourself safe 
under His protection. 

[The straightforward interpretation follows the opinion of those who maintain that] it refers to real 
booths. The rationale for the observance is suggested by the verse: “After the ingathering from your 
threshing floor and your vat, you shall hold the Feast of Booths” (Devarim 16:13). When you have 
gathered in the produce of the land and your houses become filled with all manner of goodness such as 
grain, wine, and oil, remember that “I settled the people of Israel in sukkot when I took them out of the 
land of Egypt” (Vayikra 23:43). For forty years you dwelt in the wilderness, unsettled and without land.  
 
Therefore, it is most fitting that you should be grateful to God for having given you an inheritance and 
houses full of all manner of good. Do not imagine in your hearts that “my own strength and power 
have wrought all of this wealth for me” (Devarim 8:17).  

11. R’ Samson Raphael 
Hirsch  

1808-1888 

12. Rashbam  
1085-1158 
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The seven days of performing the mitzvah of sitting in the sukkah can be understood as a reflection of 
“always placing God before me” – living in cognizance of Divine Providence. This is the essence of “In 
order that your generations shall know that I made 
the people of Israel dwell in booths” (Vayikra 23:43). Every generation must know that God settled the Jews 
in booths, since in truth there is no difference between the situation in which we find ourselves today and 
the situation of the Jews in the desert. Just as in the desert there was no natural possibility to exist except 
through the help of God, Who guided them and protected them with the Clouds of Glory in a manner 
which was above any natural means, likewise in every generation we sit under God’s shade and are protected 
by the “shade” of our faith. 

14. Sifsei Chaim 
R’ Chaim Friedlander 

1923-1986 

13. Aruch L’ner  
R’ Ya’akov Ettlinger 

1798-1871 
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17.  Tanna D’Bei Eliyahu 

When Yaakov came from the house of Lavan and Esav saw that Yaakov had wives, 

children, slaves, maidservants, animals, silver and gold, immediately, Esav said to 

Yaakov – ‘Yaakov my brother, didn’t you say to me that you would take your portion in 

the world to come and I will take mine in this world?  Where did you accumulate these 

worldly possessions from, women, children, money, slaves and maidservants?  Why do 

you occupy yourself with and enjoy these olam ha’zeh pleasure like me?  Yaakov 

answered – these are the simple material goods Hashem has given to me to use for my 

needs in this world.” 

16. Bereishis 33:17  

15. Tur o.c. 625 
R’ Ya’akov ben Asher 

1269-1343 
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Eis la’asos, when one keeps the mitzvos solely because the time arrived for the mitzvah, 

then heifeiru sorasecha, it is as though he is transgressing the Torah chalilah. This isn't what 

Hashem wants. "I am Your servant, therefore teach me the reasons behind 

the mitzvos, so I can perform them properly.” 

 

If a person eats matzah on Pesach and sits in succah [of Succos], he is 

like a donkey that carries wheat during the harvest season and grapes during the grape 

picking season…. Time shouldn’t be the only factor and reason we keep the mitzvos. That 

is an immature approach towards the mitzvos. Instead, we should study what the holy 

sefarim teach us about the mitzvos, and we should perform the mitzvos with those lofty 

reasons in mind. 

 

 

18. Meiri  
Inroduction to Beis Ha’Bechira 


