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Introduction

a. Different customs regarding the afikomen

b. Some have father hide it and children look, others do opposite and yet others don’t hide at all.
Where does it come from?

What?
a. Pesachim 109a - Chotfin matzos
i. Rashbam means you take matzahs away so kids don’t fall asleep.
ii. Rashi — lift seder plate or eat them quickly.
iii. Ritva —don’t allow child to eat too much
iv. Meiri - have fun with yiddishkeit.
v. Rambam 7:3

Where?
a. Wrap it in a cloth like they did in Egypt
i. Shulchan Aruch Ha’rav 473:35
b. Place on shoulder
i. Mishna Berurah 473:59
c. Under pillow
i.  Aruch Ha’Shulchan 20
d. Walk around house
i. Pri Megadim (Eishel Avraham 473:22)
e. Give to someone else to ensure won’t be eaten
i. Shulchan Aruch 473:6
ii. Rivevos Efraim 4:113:10

“Stealing” Afikomen
a. Children steal afikomen and return in exchange for prize
i. Chok Ya’akov 472:2
b. Why?
i. Beis Ha’Levi Hagaddah — Halachik reason
ii. Minhag Yisroel Torah —no dogs to stop us from stealing (Shemos 11:17)
iii. Mekor Chaim (Chavos Yair) — to show love for the mitzvah
iv. Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 3:141 — child should tell Mother where hidden
v. Rabbi Zweig — slavery versus freedom
vi. R’ Elimelech Biderman — steal time to learn Torah
vii. Rav Rimon — when we tire, children remind us of redemption
viii. Rav Yankele Galinsky — make children curious
ix. Minchas Eliyahu - stealing of bechora is connected to afikomen.

Opposed to stealing

a. Piskei Teshuvos - we should call it snatching the afikoman and not refer to it as stealing.
b. Rav Chaim Kanievsky Hagaddah

c. R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach

d. Rav Zilberstein
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the four questions at night. They
said about Rabbi Akiva that he

1. Pesachim 109a
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It was taught in a baraita that
Rabbi Eliezer says: One grabs
the matzot on the nights of
Passover. One should eat them very
quickly on account of the
children, so that, due to the hasty
consumption of the meal, they will
not sleep and they will inquire into

the meaning of this unusual practice.
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Rav Hayim would keep the afikoman at his side during the entire Seder until
it was eaten. His reason was that the afikoman represents the korban Pesah,
which, like all sacrifices, becomes disqualified if one is messiah daat, that is,
one’s attention is diverted from the korban (Pesahim 34). In this context the
afikoman is referred to as zafun because it is hidden away or guarded.
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My teacher R. Yochanan Zweig offered an interesting insight as to why such a
curious custom took hold in Israel — especially since teaching our children to
steal seems so antithetical to how we instruct them to behave the rest of the
year. He observed that one aspect of slavery is that a slave owns no property.
Typically, whatever a slave owns or acquires belongs to his master. Thus,
perhaps taking the afikomen represents that as slaves, nothing we owned was
truly ours. The slave of one master could take from his fellow slave with no
consequences. This practice is thus another means of demonstrating to our
children just what it felt like to be a slave.

15. R’ Yochanan Zweig
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16. R’ ‘Elimelech Biderman
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Why do the children “steal”
the afikoman?

The Talmud (109a) states, “R’ Eliezer says:
“The matzot are grabbed on the night of Pesach so
that the children will not sleep.” There are many
interpretations by the Rishonim of “grab” (see See
Rashi and Rashbam ibid.; Raavad 7:3,
and others). Rambam writes, “They
grab this matzah immediately so that
the children will see and ask?” According
to Rambam, grabbing the matzot is done by
the adults, so as to keep the children awake.
It is possible that this custom evolved into
the present one that the children themselves
grab the afikoman (and the adults have
to hide it to “prevent” the children from
grabbing it), where the general aim is to
have the children involved, so that they will
not fall asleep during the seder (see Chok
Yaakov 472:2). As “Israel’s customs become
the law,” it appears that one can give
another reason for this custom and
for the significance of keeping
the children awake by means -
of the afikoman.

As we explained, the
afikomanisan expression

of redemption; hiding it

is preparation for the
redemption, expressed
already at the time of the
breaking. The custom of
hiding the afikoman and
having the children search
for it ensures that even if we
do not remember the afikoman

atthe end of the meal, or that we simply are too tired
at that point, the children will come and remind
us. The redemption can sometimes be delayed
because of the weariness and waning strength of
the traditional adult leadership. At that point, the
young ones must come and arouse the adults to
act to advance and bring about the redemption. In
every generation, the transmission of power and
responsibility from the old generation to the new is
marked with difficulty; old leaders hate
to acknowledge the rising powers
of the young. There is no shame in
waking up and being refreshed by
the living voices of the children at
the seder night and in life itself. We
hide the afikoman, encourage the
children to be active partners in the
processes happening around them,
and learn to be energized and to act
out of their strength.

Pesach wine flask, Poland,
enamel on glass
The  Wolfson
Hechal Shlomo

Museum,
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