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16 The rest of the Jews that were in the king's provinces assembled and
defended themselves gaining relief from their foes, slaying seventy-five thousand
of their enemies, but they did not lay their hand on the spoils, '7 on the thirteenth
day of the month of Adar. And they gained relief on its fourteenth [day], making
it a day of feasting and gladness. '® But the Jews that were in Shushan assembled
on both its thirteenth [day] and its fourteenth, and they gained relief on its
fifteenth, making it a day of feasting and gladness. '° Therefore, Jewish villagers
who live in unwalled towns celebrate the fourteenth day of the month of Adar as
an occasion of gladness, feasting and festival, and for sending delicacies to one
another.

2 Mordechai recorded these events and sent letters to all the Jews who were in
all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, the near ones and the distant ones,
2 [charging them] to observe annually the fourteenth day of the month of Adar
and its fifteenth day, 2 as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their
enemies, and the month which had been turned about for them from one of
sorrow to gladness, and from mourning to festival; to observe them as days of
feasting and gladness, and sending delicacies to one another, and gifts to the
poor. * 8 The Jews undertook [to continue] that which they had begun, * just as
Mordechai had prescribed to them. .
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Chapter One

Mishnafy x2 nx1p1n9nm — The Megillah is read on the eleventh of Adar, 2’1 — or on the twelfth,

313 — or on the thirteenth,

73 — or on the fourteenth,

v'va — or on the fifteenth, &b

a0t X9 ninD ~ not earlier than the eleventh, or later than the fifteenth.

The Mishnah explains:

1703 1T11P 133 13 YWINT Nin Anin 1oping 11212 — Residents of cities®® that were surrounded by walls at the time

of Joshua son of Nun read the Megillah on the fifteenth of Adar. i

713 11 %13 niNmy oMed — Residents

of villages and large towns®! read the Megillah on the fourteenth of Adar,

FIoWA BNY PrvT DY KYX —

except!® that the residents of villages may at times advance the date for reading the Megillah to the day of

assembly.!” @
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The Gemara proceeds to the next clause of the Mishnah:

191 WY YRR 1P 113 YU Nn Rin ninpmi oo -
Residents of CITIES THAT WERE SURROUNDED BY WALLS AT THE
TIME OF JOSHUA SON OF NUN READ the Megillah ON THE FIF-
TEENTH of Adar etc.

The Gemara inquires:
*om wam — From where are these things known? From where
in Scripture do we know that walled cities read the Megillah on the
fifteenth?t!

The Gemara gives the Scriptural source:
K37 "mx — Rava said: x9p "nn1 — For the verse states:
A ISR MY DAY oea v 137Yy,, — Therefore, the
Jews of unwalled places who dwell in unwalled cities make the
fourteenth day of the month of Adar a day of gladness ete.l”
Iy nyatxa oneTn — Now, since the verse specifies that in
unwalled [cities] Purim is celebrated on the fourteenth of Adar,
"Wy nwnna 1roapm — it implies that in walled [cities) Purim is
celebrated on the fifteenth of Adar.®

The Gemara questions whether this is necessarily the verse’s
implication:
WY YR 012 XX — But one could say that unwalled
[cities] celebrate Purim on the fourteenth, x%5%3 bYa popm
— and the residents of walled [cities] do not have to celebrate
Purim at-alL.® Since this may be the verse's corollary, it cannot be
proven from here that walled cities celebrate Purim on the
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fifteenth of Adar. — ? —

The Gemara rejects this possibility:
MM Hx7wr kY — Are [the residents of walled cities] not
Jews? How can they be exempt from the obligation to éelebrate
Purim? mw) - And furthermore, 2> TYIRTII YT, — in
the Megillah it is written: from Hodu to Cush." The Festival of
Purim was accepted in all the provinces of Achashverosh’s
kingdom, which spanned from Hodu to Cush;i0 this certainly
included walled cities. .

The Gemara poses another challenge to the derivation cited
above. Perhaps the verse implies the following corollary:
NDAIRI DMD RYIXY — But one could say that unwalled [cities]
celebrate Purim on the fourteenth, =pmna IDRNKD PEpM —
and the residents of walled [cities] celebrate Purim on both the
fourteenth and the fifteenth, o» nx owy nud,, 13137
“MWY533 (2] Y MYRnTEY nXY T8 WINY Ty yans — as it
is written: that they should observe the fourteenth day of
the month of Adar and the fifteenth day [of the same] each
and every year."2 This verse apparently indicates that Purim
is a two-day festival lasting through the fourteenth and ff-
teenth of Adar. Since this does not apply to unwalled cities
(which observe the fourteenth only), perforce it applies to walled
cities. — ? —

The Gemara shows this possibility to be untenable:

"IWY IYRM WY YR ov ng,, :an3 mn R — If (the versel
would have written: the fourteenth day and the fifteenth day,
without the word nx intervening between the fourteenth and the
fifteenth, then it would convey NIRRT — as you suggested,
that walled cities celebrate Purim on both the fourteenth and
fifteenth of Adar.
"Iwy nwnn — However, now that it is written: the fourteenth
day and (nK)) the fifteenth day [with the word NKR between the
fourteenth and the fifteenth], pwonK,, XNX — the nX comes
and interposes between the two dates to teach that they are not
celebrated together, =iy mwnna wm wy TY3TIR3 1Y — rather,
these [unwalled cities] celebrate on the fourteenth and these
[walled cities) celebrate on the fifteenth.

The Gemara poses yet another challenge to the Scriptural
derivation presented above:

TD137K2 1718 XYXY — But one could say that unwalled [cities]
celebrate Purim on the fourteenth, yopm — and the residents
of walled [cities] may choose when to celebrate Purim: W3 N
792183 — If they want they can celebrate on the fourteenth
7oMmna w3 'k — and if they want they can celebrate on the

fifteenth,3 ( \ l:‘l 'A

29 IMIYS

BY NXI WY AyaTR oY nK,, M7 Rpwn
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*p 55T DWR RNYAT RPYY SRTT 1771 MM

The Gemara rejects this possibility:

© D, :kp "y - The verse says: In their times, 14 which

teaches that n1 5w 1y X% ny YW 1my — the time for this
[walled cities] is unlike the time for the other [unwalled cities];
Le. walled and unwalled cities must celebrate Purim on separate
days.t® Consequently, the time designated for walled cities
cannot include the fourteenth of Adar, inasmuch as that is the day
when Purim is celebrated in unwalled cities.

The Gemara suggests yet another possibility:
Jeona XXy — But one could say that in walled cities Purim is
celebrated on the thirteenth of Adar.0% What basis exists for
assuming that walled cities celebrate Purim on the fifteenth, as
opposed to the thirteenth?

The Gemara answers:
W3 — Presumably walled cities celebrate Purim on the same
day as the city of Shushan, Since the verse has given no date for
walled cities, we assume that they celebrate Purim on the

fifteenth, the day when the residents of Shushan celebrated after
defeating their enemies.!?

The verse from which we derive that the date for unwalled
cities is the fourteenth, and for walled cities is the fifteenth,
discusses the festive aspects of Purim, not the reading of the
Megillah.t® The Gemara therefore asks how we know that the
Megillah reading also takes place on these dates:
mMwy Mawr — We find that the celebration™ of the Purim
festivities (i.e. the feast and the merriment) takes place in
unwalled cities on the fourteenth, and in walled cities on the
fifteenth. 1% 19291 — But from where do we know that the
commemoration of the Purim miracle (i.e. the reading of the
Megillah) is also held on those dates?

The Gemara answers:

DY DMDN YRy omam,, R MR — The verse states:
These days shall be commemorated and celebrated.™ wpmx
mmipyh A1 — By the juxtaposition of one to the other,
commemoration is compared to celebration. This teaches that

the activities of commemoration take place on the same day as the
activities of celebration.
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"It is very curious in what did (the Sages) see and what came to them to make_a the J ews int‘o
separate groups with this mitzva... where have we seen in the Torah a mitzva \:\'/lhlch is
divided as such. for the Torah says 'you shall have one Torah, one law for all of you.

"It is clear that at the time of the miracle (Purim) the Jews were already redeemed and went
up to the Land and settled the cities... still the Men of the Great Assembly with most of the
Jews were in Israel... When Ahashverosh commanded to destroy (the Jews) the un-walled
RAMb, AYJ cities were in greater danger (because the walled cities in Israel could defend themselves)...
and the surrounding nations came to fight against Jerusalem (which was still under
reconstruction) and we prayed to God to guard us day and night. When the Purim miracle
happened everyone made a day of feasting and merriment... In subsequent vears the

un-walled cities feasted on the 14th, Shushan on the 15th and the walled cities (in Israel) not
at all, for the miracle was greater in the unwalled cities... Later on, Mordekhai instituted
Purim for the un-walled on their date and the walled on Shushan's date... For the main
miracle was for those in Israel, which was still mostly un-built from the recent aliya, so it
wasn't proper that Jerusalem and many other important cities be considered as un-walled,
which is why we consider all walled cities from the time of Joshua."

Abraham and Sarah 18%7151 2080
‘Egyptian slavery begins 428
Exodus and Torah at Mount Sinai 92 ous
Jewish people enter Israel 1272 pueg
First Temple built g%?E 2935
Temple destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar; Babylonian exle begins S22 3338
Medla énd .?érsia jbin forces to conquer S‘ébyldnia | 37(;25 | 3388
Cyrus becomes king of Persian empire gQE 3390
Achashvero»shv éscends thrane of Persian empire ‘;%OE 34C1
Haman bocomes Persian prime minster: Esther becomes quesn  S00, 3404
Miracle and victory of Purim; Mordechai is new Persian prime minister g%i___ 3405
Second Temple buit S
Miradle of Chanukah B9 e
Second Temple destroyed; Roman exile begins | ~ 70CE 3830 §
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