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OVERVIEW

JEwisH HISTORY

Abraham and Sarah ....... 2080/1671 BCE
Egyptian slavery begins.. . . . 2332/1428 8CE
Exodus and

Torah at Mt. Sinai ........ 2448/1312 BCE
Jewish People enter Israel . .2488/1272 BCE
First Temple built .......... 2935/825 BCE
First Temple destroyed;

Babylonian exile begins . . . . 3338/422 BCE
Purimevents.............- 3405/355 BCE
Second Temple built........ 3408/352 BCE
Miracle of Chanukah .. 3597/165 scE

Second Temple destroyed;

Roman exile begins .......... 3830/70 cE
Babylonian Talmud compiled . 4260/500 ce
First Crusade. ............. 4856/1096 CE
Expulsion of French Jewry. . . 5155/1475 CE
Rise of Chassidism......... 5532/1772 CE
First Zionist Congress ...... 5657/1897 CE
Holocaust ......ovenvenens 5698/1939 CE
Rebirth of Israel ........... 5708/1948 cE

Reunification of Jerusalem. . . 5727/1967 C&
Mass exodus of Russian Jews
to Israel begins . .. ........ 5750/1990 ce

OVERVIEW

CHANUKAH PERIOD
Athens defeats Persia '
atMarathon ................ 490 BCE
Plato; Greek philosophy....... 404 8CE
Sparta defeats Athens......... 400 BCE
Second Temple built . .. .. 3408/352 BCE

Philip of Macedon conquers
Athens and controls Greece . . . 338 BCE

Alexander the Great rules
Macedonija/Greece .......... 336 BCE

Alexander dies; Ptolemies :
control Egypt and Israel ...... 323 BCE

Seleucid Syrian/Greeks -
conquer Israel .............. 199 BCE

Greek decrees against Judaism;

desecration of Temple. .. 3594/168 BCE
Mattisyahu begins revolt

inModiin......oooeun. 3595/167 BCE
Mattisyahu dies; Judah Maccabee

leads Hasmonean family and

war against Greeks ... .. 3596/166 BCE
Temple recaptured; miracle

of the oil occurs ..... 3597/165 BCE
Jewish war against the

Greeks continues ........ 165-140 BCE
Hasmonean dynasty ....... 140-36 BCE
Rome conquers Jerusalem . .. 3698/63 8CE
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The Gemara scrutinizes the text of the first blessing:
7731 %1 — What blessing does one utter when he performs the
mitzvah? 1210 5% P WY PRIYRI NYTR WX 713 — He
blesses: Blessed are You, Hashem our God, King of the Universe,
Who has sanctified us with His commandments, and has
commanded us to kindle the Chanukah light.™ 1wy joum -
But where in the Torah did He so command us?! The mitzvah of
the Chanukah lights is only of Rabbinic origin! — ? ~

Amoraim argue over which verse provides the Biblical connec-
tion:
“men X9,m MR ’Nx 31 - Rav Avya said that the justifi-
cation for stating “‘and has commanded us to kindle the Cha-
nukah light” derives from the verse, You shall not deviate
from the word that they (the Rabbis) will tell you.™ nmni 29
7nx — Rav Nechemiah® said, however, that the source is
79 IR PRY AN 2R URY,, — Ask your father and he will
tell you, your elders and they will say to you.'"

MInRRSH  —  GenNesls

4. R. Simeon b. Lakish applied the passage to the
[foreign] Powers. Now THE EARTH was Tonu (E.V.
‘UNFORMED') symbolises Babylonia: I beheld the earth,
and, lo, it was tohu—E.V. 'waste’ (Jer. 1v, 23)%; AND
BoHU (E.V. ‘vo1p') symbolises Media: They hastened
(wa-yabhillu) o bring Haman (Est. v1, 14).> AND DARK-~ __
NEss symbolises Greece, which darkened the eyes of
IStael —with 1ts decrees, ordering lsrael,  Write op the
horm ot an ox that ye have no portion in the God of Israel.’s

@ STAs EM&S

During the eight days of Chanukah the same spiritual

lights that were created by the

miracle are once again

available to every Jewish soul. However, in order to

experience a
ourselves fr

nd to feel this unique light, we need to detach
om the natural order of things and thereby

ready ourselves to receive that which emanates from above
the natural order.
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