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A sixth teaching:
Py a7 exy — And R’ Yitzchak said:  pyapn oraa7 myanas
p1x 5w w7 2 — Four things cause the unfavorable decree
against a personto betornup. 119x — Theseare: np1y —

cha.rity, mpyy — cryingout, owan»w — change of name,'™
mwyn nrwi — and change of action."”

The sources for these four actions having the capability to cancel
a bad decree are given:
Ap7y — Charity, nwm Swn g7y, 2n371 — for it is writ-
ten:'s And charity will rescue from death. pyy — Crying out,
SRR DTNPIYEEY BIY q¥3 79K pyyn, 3n37 — for it is
written:® Then they cried out to Hashem in their distress, and
He would take them out from their straits. wwa "y -
Change of name, '3 W TRY NX KIPAKY ANWK MW, 31137
“mpw nnw — for it is written:™®' Sarai your wife, you shall rot
call her name Sarai, for Sarah is hername, ANXINIIA,, NN
'1a 9% mmn Ny o — and it is written in the very next verse:
will bless her; indeed, I will give you a son through her. >
nwyn — Change of action, ~oDMWyn nx bR KON, 2NIT —
for it is written regarding the wicked city of Ninveh:?" God saw
their deeds, that they repented from their evil way, BRI, 3NN
cpy X9 D79 MYy MTTWK Aytoy onvxd — and it s
written immediately thereafter: God relented concerning the evil
He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it.

The Gemara cites a fifth possible way to overturn an evil decree:
DMK W — And some say: DR unw ax — Also a change of
place,®  ~qyqxn 75799 pYax-9x 71 MmKM, 37 — for it is
written:'*” Hashem said to Abram, *Go you from your land,”
iy b ﬁi?!!x?,, 77 — and then in the next verse it is written:
“I will make of you a great nation.” %!
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The Gemara asks:
1'ang n ~ Who is the Tanna of our Mishnah?  ~ixy 129 x5
102 937 K5 v 03n X5y man K9 — It is in accordance with
neither R’ Meir nor R’ Yehudah nor R’ Yose nor R’ Nassan.

x0T — For it was taught in a Baraisa: wxa3 oy 5o
-2 2RI Jaa

7AW — ALL matters ARE JUDGED ON ROSH HASHANAH 7 m
21237 013 DANI DIT7W — AND THEIR DECREE IS SEALED ONYOM
KIPPUR —  3'X1 127 127 — these are THE WORDS OF R' MEIR.
TR AT 2) — R YEHUDAH SAYS:  mwn WK pamy bag —
ALL matters ARE JUDGED ON ROSH HASHANAH ooy am
W12 X1 MK 53 BNNY ~ AND THEIR DECREE IS SEALED EACH AND
EVERY ONE IN ITS proper TIME: ~ 1%13n1 Y MD52 ~ ON PESACH
FORTHE GRAIN, 1% M2 by nnyya — ON SHAVUOS FOR THE
FRUIT OF THE TREE, 07 5y Y™} 313 — ON THE FESTIVAL [of
Succos] THEY ARE JUDGED FOR THE WATER, WUKI3 1M DI
T — AND MAN IS JUDGED ON ROSH HASHANAH by wz;i
E'MB3T 013 BNMI — AND HIS DECREE IS SEALED ON YOM KIPPUR.
KDV 3T ~ R'YOSESAYS: o1 533 11 0% — MANIS JUDGED

EVERY DAY, "'D'™p3% WIpbm), X — AS IT IS STATED: YOU
INSPECT HIM EVERY MORNING.% W7 — R’ NASSAN
SAYS:  nyw Y33 Ny DX — MAN IS JUDGED EVERY MOMENT,
“MINAN OWINY,, MKIW — AS ITIS STATED at the end of that same

SN )

for 371 "mx — Rav Yosef said: 1wpx RITK3 oyn 7“’?’
wrnK! — In accordance with whose opinion do we pray daily
nowadays for the sick and the weak?i8  pp 123 pm? - Irz
accordance with whose opinion? In accordance with R
Yose." ' |
The Gernara gives an alternative reason to pray:
11275 oY Xk myR — And if you prefer, say: Actually we
p'rvav daily in accordance with the Rabbis, pry 12771 — and
in z;ccordance with [the statement] of R’ Yitzchak, "7 '1);57
oryt — for R’ Yitzchak said:  o7x7 mpyy 19! — CRYING OUTin
prayer 1S BENEFICIALFOR APERSON 113 '1r_1:._<‘7>17:; ™ :;:\ TP M
"™l — BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER THE DECREE 13 issued.!

-6\ 035 (©) vopgn

An alternative resolution:

Anx X271 — Ravasaid:  2m ki3 — Whose view does this Baraisa
foiléw? pxT X0 3pyr 137 — It follows the view of R’ Yaakov,
who said: X' xpby 1xm3 MmN 73w — The reward for ful-
filling a mitzvah is not given in This World. ™ xnun7 - Forit

was taught in a Baraisa:

INIK 2PY? 127 — R YAAKOV SAYS:

TT¥3 T3V I0RY TN I3IN3W Mym myn 93 9% PR~ OF ALL
THOSE COI‘VEIANDMENTS THAT ARE WRITTEN IN THE TORAH TO-
GETHER WITH THEIR REWARD, THERE 1S NOT ONE nwnn ]RvY
3 ,‘1]1[71_'1 DnnRd — UPON WHICH THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD
1S NOT DEPENDENT.$! The reward for every mitzvah is given only
in the World to Come.

™D )6} 301 @ Moty G

The Gemara introduces another factor that affects the length of

a person’s life:

X371 7mx — Ravasaid:  wina»n - The length of a person’s
life, the number of his children and the extent of his suste-
nance: Xxn%m X170 kN3 XY — Each matter is not depen-
dent on his merit; xn%m x%n x%m3 KYX — rather, the

matter is dependent on mazal. ¥
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~[Regarding Rabbi Yochanan's tatement, “Three books are opened
on the New Year's day: those thoroughly righteous are inscribed and
-immediately sealed fot life, etc."], one may ask: How could Rabbi
Yochanan make 2n absolute statement about this great and profound

[Divine] judgment {on the New Year] on which all secrets of the world
are suspended? [How could he assert] that “these thoroughly righteous -

are inscribed and immediately zealed for life”? Do all the righteous
people live and do all the wicked ones die? s it not true that the world
and all itz precious things belong to the wicked people? The Seriptures
also cry out against [Rabbi Yochanan, asitissaid], there is a rightecus
man that perisheth in hds righteousness.'™ It ks further stated, there
are righleous men, unto whom 22 Rappeneth according to the work of
the wicked.'™ Furthermore, [one may ask why Rabbi Yochanan]
absolutely stated [without qualification] that “the thoroughly wicked
are inscribed and immediately sealed for death” when the verse states,
there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his evil-doing?* All of
the prophets expressed astonishment on this phenomenon [the success
and longevity of the wicked). Thus, Jeremiah sald, Thou must be in
the right, O Blernal, if I were to contend with Thee, [yet will I reason
with Thee: why doth the way of the wicked prosper?].!’ Habakkuk
said, Why dost Thou show me sniquity, and beholdest mischief? And
why are spoiling and wolence before me!'™ Again he states, for the
" wicked doth beset the righteous; therefore right goeth forth per-
verted.’® Furthermore, has this Sage [Rabbi Yochanan] never seen
the Book of Job which fa replets with utterances on this [problem]?
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1y ¥ 773% £ 3 — A person is obligated to bless God for the bad u3¥ m2tey bY 71379 oY — just as
he blesses God for the good, as it says:™@  ~ 'm1 3335-%2pyY% T nx pROX),, — And you shall love Hashem,

your God, with all your heart, etc. and with all your soul and with all your resources (me’odecha)™!

32377932,

MY v ~With-ofl your heart means with both your inclinations, - ¥93 1¥731 210 1§73 —~ with the good

inclination and with fhe evil Triclinaticn.bd

395 — even if he takes your life.™8 3yton Y73 737xR-b3,
all your wealth.™ =px 737 — An alternative interpretation:

vw9-bani,, — And with all your soul means  nus So xwm DK

— And with all your resources means with
gy, — With oll “me’odecha” means:

37 T X319 e e b33 — Whatever measure (middah) he metes out to you, whether it be good or bad, n3

1% 17 — you are to thank him.®”

13 1I3% D% 277 — A PERSON 18 OBLIGATED TO BLESS God ete.

N3ty by IRy oWy 57 773% 2% 'xp — What does it mean
that “A PERSON IS OBLIGATED TO BLESS God FORTHE BAD JUST A8
HE BLESSES God FORTHE GOOD™  Kyp¥x — If you will say that
it means this: * 2wyY) 3wy MY SY §I3%Y 0wy ~ Just as a
person recites the blessing Who is good and does good on
favorable occurrences, - 377 3wy Y by 1399 72 — so teo
should he recite the blessing Wko is good and does good on
calamitous occurrences, this cannot be, juni) — for we have
learned earlier in cur Mishnah: 2ty 9pix niatw niNws by
3791i) — ON GOOD TIDINGS, ONE 8AYS: Blessed are You . . . WHO IS
GOOD AND DOES GOOD.  NRy T'I T3 0K Ny niws by —

ON BAD TIDINGS, ONE SAYS: BLESSED are You . . . THE TRUE JUDGE.
Thus, calamities call for a different blessing than favorable
occurrences.

ine Gemara explains: .
83779 — Ravasaid:  nimpipn mpbagh X7xngay: x5 — [This
statement] is needed only to teach us to accept [misfortunes)
with joy. Thus, the Mishnah means: Just as we receive positive
developments with happiness, so too should we receive negative
developments with happiness.i?



