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1'l-'he words of Koheles son of David, king in Jerusalem:* e,
2 Futility of futilities!* — said Koheles — futility of futilities! All is: fui

3 What profit does man have for all his labor which he toils beneath the si

< A generalion goes and a generation comes, but the e endures fore

s And the sun rises and the sun sets® — then to its place it rushes; there it
again. ¢ It goes toward the south and veers toward the north; the wind g
round and round, and on its rounds the wind returns. 7 All the rivers flow into
sea, yet the sea is not full; to the place where the rivers flow, there they flowie

more. *
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12 |, Koheles, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 3/ applied my mind to

and probe by wisdom all that happens beneath the'sky — it is a sorry tés__
God has given to the sons of man with Which to be concerned. [ have

the deeds done beneath the sun, and behold all is futile anc{ a vexatior .
spirit. s A twisted thing cannot be made straight; * and uqhat is not there c ngt:
be numbered.
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"N ow the man had known his wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain,

saying, "I have acquired a man with HASHEM. 2 And additionaily she bore
his brother Abel. Abel became a shepherd, and Cain became a tiller of the
ground.

3 After a period of time, Cain brought an offering to HASHEM of the fruit of the
ground; ¢ and as for Abel, he aiso brought of the firstlings of his flock and from
their choicest. HASHEM turned to Abel and to his offering, 3 but to Cain and to his
offering He did not turn. This annoyed Cain exceedingly, and his countenance

A fell.
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18 Then | said to myself concerning men: “God has chosen them, but only to -
see that they thernselves are as beasts."* 1¢ For the fate of men and the fate of.
beast — they have one and the same fate: As one dies, so dies the other, and:
they all have the same spirit. Man has no superiority over beast, for all is futile: -
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R. Huna and R. Aha said in the name of R. Hilfai:
A man’s labour is UNDER THE SUN, but his treasury
of reward is above the sun.® R. Judan said: UNDER

A9 wr wnwn n moyn? 19

THE sUN he has no profit, but he has it above the sun.®
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277 mpwn NYw 92 XY 277 AM3 O 3T Tmx — Rav
Yehudah the son of Rav Shmuel bar Shilas said in the name of
Rav: nbmy 150 nub oman wpa — The Sages who canonized
the later books of Scripture sought to conceal the Book of
Ecclesiastes, and not incorporate it into the Scriptural canomn,
a1 AR T PO MY e — for they saw that its statements
contradict one another. ¥1m X7 mp 9@y — And why did
they not, in fact, conceal it? 770 ™37 inpnny nen -
Because the beginning of [the book] consists of words of
Torah, n71N 37190 — and its ending consists of words of
Torah.”
The Gemara explains:

a0 M7 Inymn - Its beginning consists of words of Torah,
2N _ for in the first few verses of Ecclesiastes it is written:
sy nAn ey 1ny-oa oy ponemm,, — What profit
does man have 'fo'r all his labor which he toils under the
sun 209  1xy1 337 137 MR — And in explaining this verse, the

academy of R’ Yannai said: 15 %7 x3n wpwa nan — Solomon
implies that it is under the sun where [man] has no profit from
labor; Wnw TP — but when he labors for that which precedes
the sun,! 15 w1 — he indeed has profit from it.

The Gemara continues:
17710 1137 1010 — The end of [the Book of Ecclesiastes] likewise
consists of words of Torah, 2'n37 - forinthenextto last verse
of the book it is written: ypw1Y3n 137910, — The sum of the
matter, when all has been considered: X7 DWIRINX
"YW 1DiYn-nRY - fear God and keep His commandments,
ru1RTtY3 M3 — for this is all of man.'™ '

The Gemara analyzes the verse:
=93 M3, 1% — What is meant by the expression for this
isallof man?® ~yox 131 0x — R’ Eliezer says: 0w 53
m Y1aw3a x9x %723 XY 913 — It means: The entire world was
created only for the sake of this person [i.e. the person who fears
God and keeps His commandments]. 912X X372 12 R3R 127 — R’
Abba bar Kahana says it means: 1912 09157 93 1333 71 pV —
[The person] who fears God and keeps His commandments is
equal in importance to the entire world. XK1Y 13 WV -
Shimon ben Azzai says, TR Kmit 12 'R a7 MK — and
some say that it was Shimon ben Zoma who said this: X733 XY
mb nnyb x9x 1912 ohwa 53 — The phrase means: The entire
world was created only as an accompaniment for this per-
son.!



