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“Hoshana Rabba: It’s Not Over Yet” — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg — Boca Raton Synagogue

39 But on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you gather in the crop . \ . e ,
of the land, you shall celebrate HASHEM's festival for a seven-day period; the first Y I NEIINTNE DIDXR "Y T w2 o gy hwnra 3k
day is arest day and the eighth day Is a rest day. * You shall take for yourselves  FRWIT DY TINAY TR DN3 T NYAW Mmanng unn
on the first day the fruit of a citron tree, the branches of date palms, twigs of  yay) wrHn noy T Yy g PR ni"a D:’sz DI\’JUP}ZW N3y
a plaited tree, and brook willows;* and you shall rejoice before HASHEM,  pm mymw myrox mm eb PAMRYS SHImmay ny-yy
your God, for a seven-day period, % You shall celebrate it as a festival for : o 5 '(7 v o T 'c; Fams oww A
HASHEM, a seven-day period in the year, an etermnal decree for your generations; NUTTT7 T2 NPT M Y Nyaw minvz M7 INK D
in the seventh month shall you: celebrate;it. “%.You shall dwell in booths for | jmn*l‘;a T NYIY 1R IR K
2, severrday period every native in fsrael shall duell in pooths. # So that wa-ri 3y Hide %5
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Mishnaft The Mishneh sets forth the procedure followed in the Temple aravah ceremony:

7y'2 137y Ny — How is the mitzvah of aravah performed? X3 mgyvn nyk'y iy wipy
Xy — There was a place below Jerusalem, and it was reforred to as Motza® owh 1179 ~ They (e, the
agents of Beis Din)® would go down there, 1137y %Y nivapn oy puiam — and gather from there branches -
of aravah.™ 3D ¥I¥3 YHIK 1ERIY P31 — And they (i, the Kohanim)® would come and stand them up at
the sides of the Altar, 192732 by PbIb3 JPWKT) — and their tips would be bent over the top of the Altar,®
WDy WM W — They (Le. the Kohanim) would then sound a fekiah blast, a teruah blast and a tekiah blast
on the trumpets,"® .
BYYRIRY MK BYB a0 NX RYR o Y3k — On each of the first six days of the festival they would circle the Altar
a single time, and they would say: X3 TGN 1T RN K3 WA /0 xR — Please, Hashem, save now! Please,
Hashem, bring success now!™ mix npim '3 — R’ Yehudah says: X3 nywin im % — Thig is what they
would say: Ani Vaho, bring salvation now{™ _owyd vay nayei ng 119" o inix) — But on that day, ie. on
the seventh day of the festival, they would circle the Altar seven times, !4
BIRIN 177 p TNWE nyYa — After the ceremony, at the Thoment of their departure (on the seventl? day), what
would they say? taps 77 ' 17y 77 ¥00 — They would say: To you this beauty, O Altar! To you this beauty, O
Altar®® 3t My '3 — B Eliezer sayst  mapn 37 m? 3w by mY ~ This is what they would say: To God
and to you, O Altar] To God and to you, O Altarl' o i
nawa YR 13 Yina shipyny — Just as[the ceremony] is performed during the weekdays, so is it performed on
the Sabbath,!? 27y X Pupn MY Kol — except that in the case of the Sabbath, they would gather [the
branches] on Sabbath eve (i.e. Friday),5% 3519 ninys ypix prvsns — and place them in golden barrels filled
with water, Winm K5 19 — so that they would not wilt overnight. o
TmiK Npins 13 Jph v — R’ Yochanan ben Berokah says: iy vy bn 59 nivyy — They would bring palm
branches, . DapaT *I¥3 V2R3 109N 1w — and beat them on the ground at the sides of the Altar, 1nix)

© nivyy ian xR oivg ~ And that day was called “the beating of the branches.” .

Yyt g Pt nipian 7R — On the seventh day, [the adults] would grab [the childven’s} lulavim from the
hands of the children, DK ¥73ix) — and they would eat [the children’s] esrogim.
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‘On the seventh day of Sukkot, the judgient.of o .

‘the world [which bégan on'Rosh Hashatiah] i+ M¥W92T NPTT NP NIT 1 IREIY Nova
‘completed, and the edicts are dispatched from  1PNOLN MM 133 K723 ¥pod ppns,
‘the King¥ palace. The jtidgments are concluded, 55" * .n3.090) D aaap a i
‘and the brook-willows [symbolizing tanfall for o

the coining year] dependion this day, -~
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BWR M0 I WRM AP AMAN KR DNPY DOWIR N¥pE PAmI R RIywn ik
oW RN BY PRPWYD BIR DY aNYR (X M) MIDTAT peBR JITINRT
AYRa KNP 1Y ARt oy DvwabR B3 oW RYY WERT OBAN TR KDn
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LRSI VOY AYYA SYWNS AMY ST B2 Y b 8OR paynn Twya ’bhY
BYpe /PR 7abat xavan Rab {unr YD 9nR WmipR® an wowy wwn Aavhn
SR RPY 1abay
opd? PREVY IO DAY OOTIBY 727 RWWET YUY Dy YRR mowam @,
RPN PUWIDY DO RTRRNY 1PTen 731"?97: PPOVIDY 13a%7 IR YOANY
Y% MR DRY LR WBIS YWRY PR I0N® BRI ORI 2 DY PR RN DR JHTDIVEIRY
151 N1aPAY 70 BROW TR0 1A% 100 PRSP0 7RY 0 1P nipasna R
Y 2N TR P Wy Ay AR BbR b (© 7Y /2TR) Pidea YanTi
Y7 A SYY RWYIT AAWR MY YWR WK WRYY BR T &Y minng e on ymw
RUR 23 W 1pay RYW WER OR AT PER IR avh SR e b wnn oux b SR
RINT /D2 13RI MY TR0 WU SIRIDDT ARER ANA9 MMETa K9P ben bR xm
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we see that kings are anointed at a spring, [RIIND] paviab opa 1R 1Ry ~ And this person who wants to go
out on the road X5 ¢ Rpa% Wy 2w W ymb wy — and
Having characterized anointing at a spring as a “good omen,”  wishes to know if he will return home safely or not, D%

the Gemara now delves further into the topic of good omens: N7 Rpeap — let him stand in a darkhouse®  riyag i v

"m0 K — R’ Ami said:s vy pron R v 3T IR KD
K% — This pergon who wants to know if he will live out the
yeart) or not, 0  nih mywi WD PRT MR mRYR X3 oy
nvyiean — let him kindle a lamp during the ten days between
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur®  xpw 2wy K77 Xng — in
a house where no wind blows, 73y P W — I its light
continues to burn for so long as oil remains in the lamp,2 vy
mny pony — we know that he will live out the year*  yxi
Wixpeya 1aymY wa — And one who wants to undertake a
business venture nbyn Kb u¢ by 1R Y17 W — and wishes
to know if he will succeed or not succeed, x9iayn 3 1h — let
him raise a rooster for the sake of that business venture and let
himsgee: “9w)pnw w — If [the rooster] grows plump and fine,
nb¥n — it is an omen that he will succeed in his business.

mis

miinag — If he sees the shadow of his shadow,*?  vipy yh
Kb py) — know that he will return home safely.

The Gemara criticizes the last practice:
X1 R XYy — But it is not a wise thing for one to dol  xuby
mpy1 Kby —~ Perhaps he will become distressed if he fails to
see the shadow of his shadow, by yanwm — and his lnck
(mazal) will worsen

The Gemara extrapolates from a prior teaching:
ngK My — Abayesaid:  xmxpHR RIMD R RDWE — Now
that you have said that an omen is a significant thing,®
XY wMa b 1 Kin [o91vh] ~ [a person] should always be
acoustomed to see®™ at the beginning of the year (on Rosh
Hashanah) ™nn) RpY9) 1072 X337) Kz —~ a gourd, fenu-
greek, leek, beets and dates,*

1

[Ramban suggests his own interpretation:] ‘

wiy Y Sangn vy 1am Y3k —~ Butit is also plausible that Seripture alludes here to something

that is well known® KW n3wa N Wi v WRAS by mim k5 oping bba v — viz, that on the o
Night of the Seaj*Uthe head of any man who will die in that year does not not cast a shadow in @?&ﬁgg ;fé{"i‘“:h}“‘gb;]‘v Wé‘*n mails judg
the moonlight, i biyhy v YR B9Y p 133 XY 930 ~ Therefore [Soripture] states that ety nesledr oo PPUr B eondly

“their shadow has departed” already from them, as if death has been decreed upon them,*

sively “sealed.”
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Jewish language of repentance keeps vibrant culture alive
Friday, September 27, 2002 | by

Rabbl Michael L. Feshbach

The days fall away, and the end of a sacred season Is soon upon us, Shemini Atzeret begins tonight
and Simchat Torah begins tomorrow evening (Reform Jews celebrate both holldays tonight). These
holidays bring to a close a monthlong season of celebration and introspection.

With them comes one last chance to reach out, in ways we might have thought no longer avallable to
us.

There are so many greetings at this time of year: shanah tovah (happy New Year); gut yontif, chag
sameach {happy holiday, in Yiddish and Hebrew respectively), g'mar chatimah tovah (may you be

inscribed, finished, sealed for a good fate). And, of course, there is my favorite holiday wish of all_It is_
this: a guten kvittell

Not familiar with the phrase? Well, therein lies a tale. And a danger, that something beautiful will be
lost,

Language, after all, is hot just about words. The words In any given language are a concept cluster.
They are the bearers of ideas, transmitters of tradition; they convey a culture, a worldview and not just
a dictionary definition. That Is what makes translation an art form, exactness impossible, How do we

translate the French term vollg? Behold? There it is? It can't convey the tone, the mystery, the twinkle
in the eye.

A number of years ago I read a powerful article by Cullen Murphy, editor of The Atlantic, about what is
fost when a language disappears, He described a number of dialects on the verge of extinction, and
found special terms in each of them—ways of looking at the world, observations and insights on human
life that will vanish forever when the fast speakers of these languages passes on.
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I don't remember many details, but an example was something like this: a single word, in an Asian
island dialect with five speakers left, that meant "the sardonlic expression of regret for something you
knew was the wrong thing to do but really wanted to work out anyway." (Maybe in English we call that
the "political concession speech." But that's still three words.)

There is so much richness in our own tradition, so much depth in phrases that carry our culture that Is
lost or hard to carry over if English is the only tool we have to look

at our own Jewlish heritage. Hebrew, at least, Is a living language, with a secure future somewhere.
With all our effort, what will become of Yiddish? And with it, a world it left behind?

A guten kvittel is a Yiddish phrase, and an old Eastern European greeting for the holiday, right before
Shemini Atzeret, of Hoshanah Rabah. Guten Is a word many people know: It means "good."

But vat's a kvittel? A kvittel is a little note, a little piece of paper. It could be a petitionary prayer, like
the kind that was placed in the Western Wall before being replaced by faxes and cell phones held up
against the stones. And what it means

to wish one another a guten kvittel is this: With Ne'eilah, the service at the end of Yom Kippur, we say
that the gates are closed. The rapprochement between heaven and earth, the spiritual opportunity, the
annual openness of God to hearing our prayers in an especially intimate and effective way, all that Is
over. Our seasonal task is supposed to be complete; our repentance made, our prayers reclted, our
acts of tzedakah already made (the checks already in the mail).

But for Jews, how long does it take us to say goodbye? (I once heard it said of another group that they
left without saying goodbye, but that Jews, well, we said goodbye, but never left.) The gates are
closed. But guess what? If you write small enough, if you try hard enough, even after Yom Kippur, all
the way through to Hoshanah Rabah, perhaps even to Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, well, you
can always slip another note, slide a final plea underneath the closed gate and into the world beyond.

A guten kvittel is a fervent wish that we can still slip in with any unfinished business, any goodness
that might tip the balance of the coming year, and improve our fate.

The "little note" is meant to help us out, But with a different aspect of this season, I want to push the
image a little bit further, Tradition has viewed this kvittel as a note for ourselves. But Yizkor is coming.
And with it our memory of others. Maybe this note we can slide under the gate is not about us and our
fate. Maybe it Is something else. Perhaps it is even a metaphorical chance to reach, for a moment, Into
another world, to touch one more time the Inhabitants thereof.

Think, for a moment, of what you would do. You have one chance. A single sentiment. A small scrap of
paper, One moment to get a message through, to those who walked with you, to those who are no
longer here. Beyond "I love you," what's the one thing you'd say, to your loved ones, who are no
longer with us? Dreams are for them to reach us (remember Tevye?). A guten kvittel, the good
note..maybe that's our chance to reach them.

On Simchat Torah the scrolls unroll, the letters touch, the end becomes beginning, and beginning the
end. The last letter of Devarim (Deuteronomy) Is lamed; the first letter of Breisheet (Genesis) is bet.
Together they form the leb of Torah, a word pronounced in modern Hebrew as lev and commonly
translated as "heart,” but that in bibtical Hebrew seems to have also meant "mind."

And it is then, in the time when the holiday task is done, but God asks us to linger on a little longer; it
Is there, in the space between the heart and the mind, in the gap between the scrolls, in the crevice
between worlds, that we can reach out, slide between the ordinary and extraordinary, fit a note
between the border of everyday reality. For a moment that Is not a moment, in a place that is not a
place, the scroll unrolls, life and death touch, and we can say what we need to say,

At the close of this sacred season, may we all be open to something beyond ourselves. And for all of
us—a guten kvittel,
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