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Rabbi	Efrem	Goldberg	
Boca	Raton	Synagogue	

How to be the Grandparents Your 
Children and Grandchildren Need: 

A Chanukah Message 
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I. First	Grandparent	
a. Ya’akov	lived	shorter	than	his	father	and	grandfather	but	is	referred	to	as	the	‘old	

man.’	
i. Yehudah	–	calls	him	zakein	
ii. Yosef	–	inquires	about	the	zakein	
iii. Rambam	–	calls	him	the	wise	elder	
iv. Midrash	–	Yisrael	Saba	

b. Rabbi	Soloveitchik	–	Ya’akov	is	the	first	grandparent	
i. He	is	the	first	to	have	direct	communication	with	his	grandchildren.	
ii. No	generation	gap	
iii. He	gives	beracha	first	to	his	grandchildren	and	then	his	children		
iv. Grandparents	are	carriers	and	transmitters	of	mesorah,		

	
II. Chanukah	–	Holiday	of	Transmitting	Mesorah	

a. Rabbi	Soloveitchik	–	Chanukah	is	divrei	kabbalah	
i. Why	does	the	Rambam	say	well	known	about	Purim	but	not	Chanukah?	
ii. Chanukah	exists	only	in	the	context	of	mesorah	community	

b. Birchas	Ha’Roeh	–	special	beracha	for	seeing	someone	else’s	candles	
i. Participant	in	the	transmission	of	mesorah	

c. R’	Shlomo	Carlebach	–	no	meseches	Chanukah,	because	it	is	holiday	that	captures	
concept	of	transmitting	mesorah.			

i. Difference	between	“teaching”	and	“giving	over.”	
d. Dayan	Swift	–	start	at	1	and	go	to	8	

	
III. On	Fire	

a. Shabbos	–	ha’ragil	b’ner…	
b. Maharsha	–	why	is	the	candle	described	differently	than	doing	other	mitzvos?	
c. Shem	Mi’Shmuel	–	Chanukah	is	the	holiday	of	renewal,	passion,	enthusiasm	and	being	

on	fire.	
d. Can	only	have	children	and	grandchildren	on	fire	if	we	are	on	fire.	

	
IV. Grandparents	Responsibility	Towards	Grandchildren	

a. Kiddushin	–	must	teach	Torah	to	grandchildren	
b. Maharshal,	Shulchan	Aruch	Ha’Rav	-		grandparents	must	pay	tuition	if	children	can’t	

afford	
	

V. Grandchildren	Responsibility	Towards	Grandparents	
a. Rama	–	two	opinions	if	obligated	in	kibud	towards	grandparents	
b. R’	Shternbuch	–	obligated	through	the	parents	
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1. Bereishis 47:29 

3. Bereishis 43:2 

2. Rashi 

4. Rashi 

5. Bereishis 43:27 
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When reciting the Shema, after completing the first verse, one says quietly "Blessed be the name of the glory of 
His Kingdom forever." He then continues to read the first section in its normal fashion: "And you shall love God, 
your Lord..." 

Why do we read it in this fashion? It is our tradition that when the patriarch, Jacob, gathered all his sons together 
in Egypt close to his death, he commanded and urged them regarding the Unity of God and the path of God upon 
which Abraham and Isaac, his father, had tread. 

He asked them: "My sons, perhaps there are dregs among you, one who does not stand with me in the Unity of 
God?" This is comparable to the manner in which Moses, our teacher, said to us: "Lest there be among you a man 
or woman [whose heart turns this day from God...]" (Deuteronomy 29:17). 

They all answered and said: "Listen, Israel, God is our Lord, God is One," i.e., listen to us, Israel, our father, God 
is our Lord, God is One. 

The wise elder responded: "Blessed be the Name of the Glory of His Kingdom forever." Therefore, the Jews are 
accustomed to utter the praise that Israel, the wise elder, uttered after this verse. 

6. Rambam 
Hilchos Krias Shema 1:4 

7. Bereishis Rabba 70:2 
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8. Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik  
1903-1993 

 
Reflections of the Rav  

Volume 2 
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9. Bereishis 48:5 

10. Rashi 
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12. Yevamos 62b 

13.  Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik 
Days of Deliverance 

11. Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik  
1903-1993 

 
Reflections of the Rav  

Volume 2 
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There is such a thing as teaching, and there is such a thing as giving over. 

Giving something over to someone is much deeper than teaching. The Torah says Moses received the Torah on 
Mt. Sinai, and he came down, but it does not say he taught the Torah to Joshua. It says ‘u’m’sora’ , gave it over to 
Joshua. This is the deepest depths there is. Sometimes one meets someone one can study with for ten years, they 
can teach you for ten years and they don’t give anything over to you. Sometimes you meet someone, and maybe 
they don’t teach you so much but they give something over to you. 

Reb Mendele Vorker, the silent Rebbe, was a rebbe for 40 years, and in those 40 years he only spoke eight times. 
Even those times, on a teaching level he didn’t say anything. At one time he was sitting with his Chassidim for 
fourteen hours and at the end he said, haShem Echad”. “G-d is One” and then he said, “Happy is the one who 
knows that ‘G-d is one’ means G-d is One”. On a teaching level he didn’t say anything, but when he said “Hashem 
Echad”. “G-d is One”, he gave it over. We need someone to give over Yiddishkeit to us. We need someone to give 
over to us, not to teach us that there is one G-d.’ 

The Torah says - ‘Jacob, Yisroel, loved Yosef more than all his children 

Naturally today, on the low level we are, if a father loves his son, he says to him, “Man” – Oh no, he would never 
say man, that would be too far out. He says, “Son, I want to do something special for you – buy you a trip to 
Bermuda!” But what does it mean Jacob loved Yosef more? Listen what Rashi says, All the things which Yaakov 
learned at the Yeshiva of Shem and Aver he gave over to Yosef. You see, he taught all his children the same 
information, but to Yosef he gave it over. The Bais Yaakov says the most unbelievable thing. Sometimes the holy 
prophets knew everything clearly, and sometimes they knew everything, but it wasn’t clear. The Midrash says 
“Yaakov loved Yosef more than all his children” and it also says G-d says to Isreel “I love you”. This is my humble 
explanation. What did Yaakov give over to Yosef? He gave over to him that he should know that G-d says I love 
you. 

Knowing that G-d loves you is something you can not get via teaching. It has to be given over to you. So the thing 
is like this, Yaakov didn’t have clear prophecy, because he was not to know that Yosef was to be a slave. But 
Yaakov knew that Yosef needed something special, because he was the first Jew in exile. 

Chanuka is the one holiday which has no tracates in the Gemora. Every other holiday has a long tractate, even 
Purim, which is a minor holiday. Chanuka has only about a page and a half in the Gemara. Chanuka is a holiday of 
giving over. It says in the Krias Shma that you shouId teach your children when you sit in your house and when 
you go on your way. Teaching is ‘at home’ and giving over is ‘on your way’ because there is no time for teaching 
on the way, only time for giving over. Chanuka is teaching and giving over become one, because on Chanuka I 
have to put lights at the door of my house so that the light the house (teaching) shines into the street (giving over). 

When you teach someone you are not sure his light will increase, but when you give over to someone vou know 
his light will grow. That is why each night of Chanuka we kindle one more candle to shine into the world, until all 
the streets of the world are full of light. 

House of Love and Prayer, San Francisco. Hanuka, 5733. 

14. R’ Shlomo Carlebach 
1925-1994 
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15. Moreshes Moshe 
Dayan Moshe Swift 

d. 1983 
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15. Shabbos 23b 

16. Maharsha 
R’ Shmuel Eidels 

1555-1631 

17. Shem Mi’Shmuel 
R’ Shmuel Borenstein 
Sochatchover Rebbe 

1855-1926 
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18. Kiddushin 30a 
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19. Yam Shel Shelomo 

Maharshal 
R’ Shlomo Luria 

1510-1573 

20. Shulchan Aruch Ha’Rav 
R’ Shneur Zalman of Liadi 

1745-1812 
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21. Rama 

22. Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 
R’ Moshe Shternbuch 


