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7203 — on Pesach for the grain,
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their hearts together, Who understands all their deeds, 2!
they are judged for the water.
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Pn (1) Mistna
Misﬁnaﬁ T3 o o W37X3 — At four junctures during the year the world is judged:

17837 me by N7¥Y2 ~ on Shavuos for the fruj
tree, 110933 MY 3w oYW g by MW WX — on Rosh Hashanah all who come to the world [i.e.
Pass before Him like bnei maron,"" “OPYYR-53°9K anT 03k M Ny, TRRIY

oy npsa
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all men]
— as it is stated: Who fushions

D 5y 1M a731 — and on the Festival [of Succos]
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TANN Let us now relate the power of this day’s holiness, fe
"~ awesome and frightening. On it Your Kingship w.. .

exalted;* Your throne will be firmed with kindness* and You will sit
upon it in truth.* It is true that You alone* are the One Who judges,
proves, knows, and bears witness; Who writes and seals, (counts and
calculates); Who remembers all that was forgotten.* You will open the
Book of Chronicles — it will read itself, and everyone’s signature is in
it.* The great shofar* will be sounded and a still, thin sound* will be
heard. Angels will hasten, a trembling and terror will seize them — and
they will say, ‘Behold, it is the Day of Judgment, to muster the
heavenly host for judgment!” — for they cannot be vindicated* in Your
eyes in judgment. All mankind* will pass before You like members of
the flock. Chazzan— Like a shepherd inspecting his flock, making sheep
pass under his staff, so shall You cause to pass, count, calculate, and
consider the soul of all the living; and You shall apportion the fixed
needs of all Your creatures and inscribe their verdict.

The Mishnah stated:
R 322 mnh pazw abwa k3 Y3 mwn WRA2 — ON ROSH
HASHANAH ALL THE WORLD'S INHABITANTS PASS BEFORE HIM LIKE
“BNEI MARON.”

The Gemara inquires regarding the last phrase:

11712 1332 'R — What is the meaning of “like bnei maron”?

The Gemara presents three answers:

R373X 1332 M0 k37 — Here in Babylonia they translated it:

like lambs.”  ~px wph v ~ Reish Lakish who was from
Eretz Yisrael said: 1 nm nibyns — Like the people
traversing the elevated paths of the Maron area® 34 (1K)
Sxmw MR — Rav Yehudah said in the name of
Shmuel: 7 ma by nYmna — Like the soldiers of the House
of David.”

The Gemara comments:
1301 137 MK M 932 12 7371 "pR — Rabbah bar bar Chanah
said in the name of R’ Yochanan: nnx 9103 1pos 19191 —
But they are all examined with one glance.

The Gemara supports this last statement:
PU¥? 13 1M1 27 X — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said:  nx
Xmn ) 18 ~ We have also learned this in our Mishnabh,
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which concludes by citing this verse:®9 From His dwelling place
He oversees all inhabitants of the earth, yann oa% m ¥,
"BIWYR-92"9% ~ THE ONE WHO CREATES THEIR HEARTS T0.
GETHER, WHO UNDERSTANDS ALL THEIR DEEDS. "R 'Xn —
What does [this verse] mean? IRR 127 XK ~ If you say
that this is what it means, 315 Knby b s
1732 — that [God] created everyone and united their hearts
together, ie. He made each person think alike, 1™ KR XM
X¥11377 1897 — but we see that this is not so. People think very
differently from each other! mxp 137 1Y X7% — Rather, is
this not what the verse means: 53 5x pantngb mm RN e
miwyn — The Creator sees their hearts together in one glance
and understands all their deeds.?’
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CONCERNING MAN'S DUTY IN THE WORLD

THE FOUNDATION OF SAINTLINESS and the root of per-
fection in the service of God lies in a man’s coming to see
clearly and to recognize as a truth the nature of his duty in
the world and the end towards which he should direct his
vision and his aspiration in all of his labors all the days of
his life.

Our Sages of blessed memory have taught us that man was
created for the sole purpose of rejoicing in God and deriving
pleasure from the splendor of His Presence; for this is true
joy and the greatest pleasure that can be found. The place
where this joy may truly be derived is the World to Come,
which was expressly created to provide for it; but the path
to the object of our desires is this world, as our Sages of
blessed memory have said (4voth 4:21), “This world is
like a corridor to the World to Come.”

The means which lead a man to this goal are the mitzvoth,
in relation to which we were commanded by the Lord, may
His Name be blessed. The place of the performance of the
mitzvoth is this world alone.
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7T 37% nOWX X711 a1 — R’ Zeira once encountered R’
Yehudah mnn 137 Xonax 'Xp M7 - as he was standing at

the door of his father-in-law’s house.

MIYT RO M7 AN

— [R’ Zeira] saw that [R' Yehudah] was in a lighthearted
mood,®  xphyibhnbamym iy — and if he were to ask him

about anything in the world,

MY apx mi - [R’ Yehudah]

would tell him." R’ Zeira therefore began to question R’ Yehudah
regarding several natural phenomena that he had observed.i2

Yk — [R’ Zeira] said to him:

RY™M3 13007y XpYY IRD —

What is the reason that goats always walk at the front of the

flock, mx 771 — and the sheep follow after them? =px

mb — [R’ Yehudah] replied to him:

a%w 5w inmna2 — This

order follows the order established by the creation of the world,

RWn XWMa7 — where first there was dark,

R -

and only afterwards was there light. Similarly, the [generally]
dark-colored goats walk before the lighter-colored sheep.
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The Gemara records another blessing in the name of Rav
Hamnuna:
RK3mI 37 Xy — And Rav Hamnuna said:  'p%2x g
2K 5% — If one sees multitudes'® of Jews, he says: Bk
o137 0o — “Blessed are You . .. the Sage of the secrets.”!”
TR D212 1721 101531 — If one sees multitudes of idolaters,
he recites the verse: w1 nanx nwa,, — Your mother is
embarrassed, etc.®!

A related Baraisa:
1337 29 ~ The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: w2k g
MK 9%91 — If ONE SEES MULTITUDES OF JEWS, HE SAYS: 113
277 020 — BLESSED are You ... THE SAGE OF THE SECRETS,
M1Y A7 1T BNYT PRY — FOR THEIR MINDS ARE NOT SIMILAR TO
EACH OTHER, 17 7] D17 DI¥ID PR — AND THEIR FACES

ARE NOT SIMILAR TO EACH OTHER,™ and yet God knows the secret
thoughts of each one.
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AwDb XY 7 MX — ONE refers TO JUSTICE, AND ONE TO
COMPROMISE. 7¥'3 — HOW are these two approaches to be
implemented? 1m33 n2w nueg 'mw — For example, if TWO
SHIPS ARE PASSING ALONG A RIVER in opposite directions, 1w
M3 M1 — AND THEY ENCOUNTER ONE ANOTHER in a narrow
channel: nmwaw DY 11w MN3w oR - IF BOTH attempt
to PASS at the same time, THEY WILL collide and BOTH will
SINK; NMaw Jmnw nt anx a2 — if they pass through ONE
AFTER THE OTHER, BOTH WILL PASS unharmed. For this to
happen, however, one must move out of the river channel to the
shore until the other passes.t®  mi5ypa mow mw oy uw 1M
17 N3 — AND SIMILARLY, if TWO CAMELS WERE ASCENDING THE
narrow and very steep ASCENTS OF BEIS CHORON,W 1113 M1 wadn
—~ AND THEY ENCOUNTERED ONE ANOTHER traveling in opposite
directions:  pYou ymuw ymuw by ox — IF BOTH attempt to
ASCEND and pass across the summit at the same time, BOTH
WILL FALL; D% jamw a1y anx m13 — if they ascend the summit
ONE AFTER THE OTHER, BOTH WILL be able to ASCEND un-
harmed. =y X7 — HOW SHOULD THESE situations be
resolved? v npxw anvy — If one boat or camel is LOADED
AND the other is NOT LOADED, nai¥b 1Bn RIAYU APRY I0NR —
the one THAT IS NOT LOADED SHOULD GIVE WAY TO the one THAT
IS LOADED:¥!  n21mp APRY) 13177 — or, if one is CLOSE to its
city AND the other is NOT, m217p APKY n2R N21p MR —
THE ONE THAT IS CLOSE SHOULD GIVE WAY TO THE ONE THAT IS
NOT CLOSE.M  nipinm [maw mizing [maw v — If, however,
BOTH WERE equally CLOSE to their cities, or BOTH equally
FAR, 177'3 M1W3 Yun — ARRANGE A COMPROMISE BETWEEN
THEM — W7 1 72w mbymn — AND LET THEM COMPENSATE ONE
ANOTHER.!3!
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Rachavah inquired further-
1173 roa nibyna HnRy —
which were very steep in ¢

Rachavah now inquires whether there is any limit based on the
steepness of the incline: And even the ascents of Beis Meron,
93m2 15 b1y k) — Is this so even if the slope is so steep that ertain stretches and over which people
[people] must ascend it by holding onto a rope?®  yrx % 1K had to pass single file? px ™Y 0K ~ [Rava
— [Rava] answered him: Yes, even in this case the traffic nullifies Yehudah holds that public traffic nullifies the natural pags
the natural partition of the slope according to R’ Yehudah. the slope, even in this case. P
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_.. 2 They journeyed from Rephidim and arrived at the

Wilderness of Sinai and encamped in the Wilderness; and Israel encamped there, opposite the
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