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MishAnah mmY 0 onos 39y — On the eve of Pesachs' close to the time of Minchah, Ty oK 93K KD

WNNY — a person may not eat™ until it becomes dark./® 1y Yaxy XH Yxqwnw ny Yok
AW — And even the poorest man in Israel may not eat until he reclines.” niow yaqxn 19 1N XN
™ YW — And they® must not give him less than four cups of wine;" RN R ERY — and this is so

even if he is supported from the charity platter.®

Copdenme Ay B Gemora

The Gemara further discusses the passages recited over the

fourth cup:
1331 un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:  nx mhy i Wil
977 577 MY 590 — OVER THE FOURTH cup”™ ONE COMPLETES
THE HALLEL AND RECITES “THE GREAT HALLEL.” 11970 27 ™37
— These are THE WORDS OF R' TARFON. D™ nix W1 ~ AND THERE
ARE those who 8AY: s x5 wn 1, — He recites psalm 23,
GOD IS MY SHEPHERD, I SHALL NOT LACK etc.}¥!

The Gemara clarifies what is meant by “The Great Hallel”":
9 597 1% — From where does “The Great Hallel” begin,
and where does it end?  7miIX 1M 17 — R’ Yehudah' says:
532 M, T 11N, — From Give thanks until By the rivers
of Babylonia.™ =mix ynv M — But R’ Yochanan says:
533 ML, Ty nibyea Y, m — From A song of ascents until
By the rivers of Babylonia.™ K APy 12 KR 31 — Rav Acha
bar Yaakov said: ~m ¥ 2na 3pyr3, » — From For God
selected Jacob™ 533 rm, vy — until By the rivers of
Babylonia.

The Gemara discusses the origin of the title, “The Great

Hallel':
S Y97 taw x7p: me% — And why s its name called “The
Great Hallel”? ymm 37 "mx — R’ Yochanan said: uDR
D7W 5w M3 awh K M2 Wity — Because this psalm relates
that the Holy One, Blessed is He, dwells in the heights of the
universe ™3 %3% nuim phma — and distributes food to
every creature.’!
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Egypt enslaves and | have remembered My covenant. © Therefore, say to the
Children of Israel: ‘| am HASHEM, and | shall(take you out’ from under the

burdens of Egypt\{ shall rescue you¥ from their service{! shall redeem yoir
with an outstretched arm and Wi

great judgments. { shall take you ¥ to Me for
a people and I shall be a God to you; and you shall know that I am HASHEM your
God, Who takes you out from under the burdens of Egypt. 8l shall bring you to
the land about which I raised My hand to give it to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;
and | shall give it to you as a heritage — [ am HASHEM." "
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10. Afteryvards, he washes his hands and recites the grace after meals
over a third cup [of wine] and drinks it.

Afterwards, he pours out a fourth cup and completes the Hallel over

it, reciting upon it the blessing of song--i.e., “May all Your works praise
You, God...”” - recites the blessing, borey pri hagefen, [and drinks the
wine]. Afterwards, he does not taste anything, with the exception of
water, throughout the entire night.

It is permissible to mix a fifth cup and recite upon it *“the great
Hallel” - i.e., from “Give thanks to God, tor He 1s good™ until “By
the rivers of Babylon.” This cup 1s not an obligation like the other
cups.

“One may complete the Hallel wherever one desires, even though it
is not the place where one ate.
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n addition to the four cups of wine that each participant drinks during the Pesach Sedér,
fifth cup is placed on the Seder table. This cup, which is not drunk, is known as Kos
shel Eliyahu, Eliyahu's Cup.

egarding this cup, the Alter Rebbe states in his Shulchan Aruch:[164] "It is customary in
hese countries to pour an additional cup - one more than for those seated. This cup is
:alled Kos Shel Eliyahu."

Nhat is the reason for this additional cup, and why is it so named?

There is a difference of opinion in the Gemara[165] regarding the necessity of drinking a
ifth cup of wine. Since this matter was not clearly adjudicated, there are those who
ay[166] that a fifth cup is poured and placed on the table, but not drunk. This cup, they
ay, is called Kos Shel Eliyahu, because, as Eliyahu will clarify all doubtful kalachic
natters, he will clarify the ruling about this cup as well.

{owever, from Chok Yaakov[167] and the Alter Rebbe's Shulchan Aruch{168] it is clear
hat the fifth cup and Kos Shel Eliyahu are two distinct entities, each involving different
ulings as to whether it need be poured at all, whether the wine may be drunk, and
vhether it is poured for each individual in attendance or only once for all those
issembled.

[he question thus remains: What is the reason for the custom - not mentioned at all in the
Femara or the Rishonim - of placing an extra cup of wine on the table, a cup which is not
irunk, and calling it Kos Shel Eliyahu?
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1| hen Ahab told Jezebel everything that Elijah had done and everything

about how he had slain all the [false] prophets by the sword. 2 So Jezebe]
sent a messenger to Eljjah, saying, “Such may the gods do [to me] and such
may they do further . . .* for at this time tomorrow I shall make your soul like
the soul of one of them.”

3 When he saw [the danger], he arose and fled for his life; he came to
Beer-sheba which is in Judah, and left his attendant there. 4 He then went a
day's_journey into the wilderness; he went and sat under a solitary retem tree,
and requested for his soul to die. He said, “It is enough! Now, HASHEM, take my
soul, for | am no better than my forefathers.”*

was touching him and said to him, “Get up and eat!" ¢ He looked up and behold,
near his head [were] a coal-baked cake and a cruse of water; he ate and drank,
then went back and lay down.

7 The angel of HASHEM returned to him a second time, and he touched him and
said, “Get up and eat [more], for there is a long way ahead for you." ® So he
arose, and ate and drank; he then walked on the strength of that meal for forty
days and forty nights, until the Mountain of God, Horeb. * ® He arrived there at
the cave and spent the night in it; then behold, the word of HASHEM came to him
and said to him, "Why are you here, Eljjah?" N
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This belief is to be found within all Jews, for all are "believers and children of believers."
And this is so, regardless of the individual's revealed level of service. For every Jew
intrinsically believes in and awaits the coming of Mashiach - this belief and anticipation
being a Divine command both in the Written and Oral Torah.[169] Moreover, these
feelings grow ever stronger as we move closer to the Redemption.

This is why it is specifically in these later generations, when the time for the final
Redemption draws closer and the passionate longing for its coming grows stronger, that
the custom of pouring a Kos Shel Eliyahu has become widespread.

Also, the expression "to pour an additional cup - one more than for those seated,” alludes
to the fact that Eliyahu becomes one of those who are seated at the Seder table.

For the belief of the Jewish people on this night - the night when G-d revealed Himself in
His full glory, and which finds physical expression in the cup and the wine - is in itself
sufficient to unite Eliyahu with the partakers of the Seder, to the degree that Eliyahu
himself becomes a Seder participant.
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HASTORAR  SHABGYS HA'GADIL

19 For behold, the day* is coming, bumning like an oven, when all the
wicked people and all the evildoers will be like straw; and that coming day*
will burn them up, says HASHEM, Master of Legions, so that it will not leave
them a root or branch. 20 But a sun of righteousness will shine for you who
fear My Name, with healing in its rays, and you will go out and flourish like
calves [fattened] in the stall. 2 And you will trample the wicked, for they will
be ashes under the soles of your feet, on that day that | bring about, says
HasHEM, Master of Legions. 22 Remember the Torah of Moses My servant, *
which I commanded him at Horeb for all of Israel — [its] decrees and [its]
statutes.

2 Behold, | send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
awesome day of HASHEM. 22 And he will turn back [to God] the hearts of
fathers with [their] sons and the hearts of sons with their fathers, lest [ come
and strike the land with utter destruction."*

Behold, * | send you Eljjah the prophet before the coming
of the great and awesome day of HASHEM.
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Pour out Your wrath on the nations

‘ This passage, not part of the earliest Haggadot, was added during the Middle Ages, during one of the

./ darkest periods of anti-Jewish persecution. It began with the First Crusade (1096), in which, on their way to
the Holy Land, the Crusaders stopped to massacre Jewish communities in Worms, Speyer and Mainz. it was
the beginning of centuries of persecution, often in the name of religion.

One of the recurring events that made Pesach in particular a time of fear was the "biood libei’. This
originated in Norwich in 1144, and eventually spread throughout Europe. It is one of the few cases where
Persecution has left its mark on Jewish law. Several authorities ruled that though, preferably, the wine drunk
on Pesach should be red, in communities where there is risk of a blood libel, white wine may be used instead.

What is notable about this addition to the Haggadah is its restraint. For centuries, Jews suffered a series
of devastating blows — massacres, pogroms, forced conversions, inquisitions, confinement to ghettos, punitive
taxation, and expulsions, culminating, in the very heart of 'enlightened’ Europe, in the Holocaust. Yet these
verses, two from Psalms, one from the Book of Lamentations, are almost the only trace left by this experience
on the Haggadah, the night when we recall our past.

Albert Einstein once spoke of the "almost fanatical love of justice’ as ane of the ‘features of the Jewish

tradition which make me thank my stars that | belong to it.” Judaism is a religion of justice. it is also a religion
of love, compassion, forgiveness, genarosity and peace. But from the beginning it has wrestled with the
question of how to bring the Divine presence down to earth, in the structures and institutions of saciety. The
necessary precondition is justice. Once that exists, there is room for the many other virtues that humanise our
world. But without justice, something fundamental is missing. “Pour out Your wrath’ is not a call for
vengeance. it is not a call to human action at all. it is, rather, a prayer for Divine justice.

At this point in the seder, as we turn from the past 1o the future, we reflect on the tragedy of the Jewish
people in the past, the many thousands and millions of our people who were murdered, sometimes in the
name of the God of love. We ask God to reveal to us, at the end of days, the meaning of all this suffering.
These verses are a cry of pain coming to us from one of the dark nights of the Jewish soul, as if to say: ‘Let US
understand, one day if not now, the justice of Your world, O judge of all the earth.’

Pour out Your wrath on the nations

In one manuscript from Worms, 1521, there is a unique addition to the Haggadah alongside ‘Pour out
Your wrath'. It is a prayer of thanks for the righteous gentiles throughout history who, rather than persecuting

Jews, befriended them and protected them at times of danger:

Pour out Your love on the nations who have known You,

And on the kingdoms who call upon Your name.

For they show loving-kindness to the seed of Jacob,

And they defend Your people Israel from those

Who would devour them alive.

May they live to see the sukkah of peace spread over Your chosen ones,
And to participate in the joy of your nations.

Pour out Your wrath on the nations

Some add, at this point, the following prayer in memory of the victims of the Holocaust and the courage
of those in the Warsaw ghetto who, on the eve of Pesach 1943, rose up against the Nazis who had planned
to destroy the ghetto and kilt all its inhabitants on the first day of Pesach:

On this night of the Seder we remember with reverence and love the six million of our
people of the European exile who perished at the hands of a tyrant more wicked than the
Pharaoh who enslaved our forefathers in Egypt. Come, he said to his minions, let us cut

them off from being a people, that the name of Israel may be remémbered no more.

And they slew the blameless and pure, men and women and little ones, with poisonous
gas and burned them with fire. But we abstain from dwelling on the deeds of the evil ones
lest we defame the image of God in which man was created.

Now, the remnants of our people who were left in the ghettos and camps of annihilation
rose up against the wicked ones for the sanctification of the Name, and slew many of
them before they died. On the first day of Passover the remnants in the ghetto of Warsaw
rose up against the adversary, even as in the days of Judah the Maccabee. They were lovely
and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not divided, and they brought
redemption to the name of israel through all the world.

And from the depths of their affliction the martyrs fifted up their voices in a song of faith
in the coming of the Messiah, when justice and brotherhood will reign among mankind.

All sing:
Ani ma‘amin be’emunah shelernah bevi‘at hamashi‘ach. Ve'af al pi sheyitmahme’ah im
kol zeh achakeh lo sheyavo.

= E - | believe with perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah. And even though he tarry, still | believe.
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The Gemara seeks R’ Yehoshua's source that the final redemp-
tion will take place in Nissan:
17m — From where do we know this? X7p =mx — For
regarding the night of the redemption from Egypt, which took
place on the fifteenth of Nissan, the verse states:® 9y,
“mmW — Itis a night of anticipation; nywn X3 Mwnn by
nwx13 M — this is expounded to mean that it is a night that
from the six days of Creation onward has been anticipated as
the date of the final redemption." We see that the final

redemption will come to pass in the month of Nissan.™
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2. (29) As Coponius ... was exercising his office of procurator, and governing Judea, the following accidents

happened. As the Jews were celebrating the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which we call

Passover, it was customary for the priests to open the Temple gates just after Midnight. (30)

When, therefore, those gates were first opened, some of the Samaritans came privately into

Jerusalem, and threw about dead men’s bodies in the cloisters; on which account the Jews afterward excluded

them out of the Temple, which they had not used to do at such festivals; and on other accounts also they

watched the Temple more carefully than they had formerly done.
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N 37 WR - Rav Chananya inquired: moynb ponn w
mwyn — Do the techum laws apply above the height of ten
tefachim, nYwyn nbynd 1AINA PRIX — or do the techum laws
not apply above the height of ten tefachim?

2l @) crwvin/

vy xp - Come learn the answer to this question from the
following incident. 7RIMWT Rnynw 3% 43 — There were
these seven rulings'® that were said 277 ™R RNIY3 RI9¥A
X703 K701 — on the morning of the Sabbath before Rav
Chisda in the city of Sura, X377 MMp XQAY3 KN "I
xnrampy - and were repeated on the afternoon of the
Sabbath before Rava®! in the city of Pumbedisa. Since the
distance between Sura and Pumbedisa is greater than the techum
measure, no ordinary person could have traveled from one city to
the other as the messenger. 1 Mmx }x» — Who reported
them to both Rav Chisda and Rava? sy mx ymox k) — Wasit
not the prophet Elijah who reported them to both Amoraim?
And to do so he must have traveled in the air above ten tefachim,
to avoid violating the fechum laws. mbynY pnwn PX Kpbx
mtvyn — We see from this that the fechum laws do not apply
above ten fefachim!
The Gemara responds:

&Y — No, this incident isnot aproof. 1™ MK X7V qEN rnby -
Perhaps the messenger was Yosef the demon, who does not
observe the Sabbath laws and traveled beyond the techum to

h N0 BN & S
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STANDARD
&POOR’S

Record Declines in Home Prices Continued in 2008 According to the
S&P/Case-Shiller Home Price Indices

New York, March 25, 2008 — Data through January 2008, released today by Standard & Poor’s for its
S&P/Case-Shiller' Home Price Indices, the leading measure of U.S. home prices, show declines in the
- prices of existing single family homes across the United States continued into the new year, with 16 of
the 20 reporting MSAs posting record low annual declines, of which 10 are in double-digits.

S&P/Case-Shiller Home Price Indices
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The chart above depicts the annual returns of the 10-City Composite and the 20-City Composite Indices.
Both of the composite indices are now reporting annual declines in excess of 10%. The 10-City
Composite set yet another new record, with an annual decline of 11.4%. The 20-City Composite recorded
an annual decline of 10.7%.

“Unfortunately it does not look like early 2008 is marking any turnaround in the housing market, after
‘the declining year recorded throughout 2007,” says David M. Blitzer, Chairman of the Index Committee
at Standard & Poor’s. “Home prices continue to fall, decelerate and reach record lows across the nation.
No markets seem to be completely immune from the housing crisis, with 19 of the 20 metro areas

! Case-Shiller® and Case-Shiller Indexes® are registered trademarks of Fiserv, Inc.
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gt Eomome e HOUSE-HOLD DEBT
Htp: imwhodges home. stt .net/
dela FedReserve The left chart shows the trend of household debt as a
130% = — 4 share of national income from 1963 to present. If
120% Thishend 588 [ };‘ i household debt were not growi_ng faster than the
o 110% Hilonexcess |} ; economy's own grow“[h then this chart \.Nould.show a
E oo Lt 198275 ' ﬂat, horizontal line. But, the chart plot is straight up
£ retio, or 65% * { in recent years, meaning household debt is soaring
£ 80% lo0 much deid | faster than the economy.
T 80% )
‘ﬁ 70% il Household debt is primarily made up of mortgage
S % | debt and credit (credit cards, auto loans, etc.). In 2007
5"""" .—--| household debt increased 7% over the prior year to
0% 1 ~ | $13.8 trillion, incl. $10.5 trillion mortgage debt and
40% HH | §2 6 trillion credit debt. The chart shows today's

he O b N B O B OF e OF . .
38855 888 &38| household debt ratio at 123%, soaring above the past,

with the debt ratio triple that of 1985.

Note the left side of the chart for the first several years where the debt ratio did not
increase, until the late 1970s.

It then started upward, slowly - and then upward like a rocket - to new all time highs
today.

Debt has risen at rates much faster than growth of the economy, suggesting real equity is
not the driving force of economic size. It is debt driven.

If today's debt ratio (123% of net national income) had been the same as in the earlier
years on this chart, the chart's curve would be horizontal instead of soaring upwards, and
then today's debt in dollars would have been $8.9 Trillion less than it was in 2007. In
other words, 2007 household debt would have been $4.9 Trillion - - not the $13.8 Trillion
which occurred.

This shows that the economy is more leveraged by household debt than ever before. And,
households are even more at the mercy of credit and mortgage interest rates than ever
before.

Mortgages > As stated above, 2007 mortgage debt was $10.5 Trillion (76%) of the $13.8
Trillion total household debt. Estimated in March 2008 that only $587 billion (5.5%) of
equity supports the mortgage total, meaning mortgaged houses were leveraged 18 times
on average. Keep in mind that this ratio is quoted at a time housing prices were falling
dramatically, meaning the supporting equity ratio is also further declining. See also
equity in all homes nation-wide fell to the lowest home equity ratio in history even

before pI‘iCCS recently started their dramatic plunge. http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/mortgage-market-
needs-1-trillion/story.aspx?guid=%7B359B5377-39DB-4C8B-9178-C45726A45272%7D




Auto loans > In addition to soaring home equity mortgages which consume owner stakes
in their homes, according to USA Today (2/16/04) the average automobile loan today is
for 63 months, with some going as high as 80 months, compared with an average of
less than 48 months five years ago - - and about 24 months in the 1950s. In 1997, banks
financed an average 89% of a new vehicle's price. Last year, it was 101% since
consumers borrowed to cover the amount they were upside down on their trade-in. And
get this...40% of all trade-ins involve upside-down car loans. (this author recalls when he
entered the workforce in the late 1950s normal down payment was on-third cash for a car,
with 18 month financing for the balance. Quite a contrast to current times.)

Credit Cards > A massive 42% of Americans are making just minimum payments
or no payments on their credit card balances, according to the Cambridge Consumer
Credit Index in March 2004. Of those respondents surveyed with revolving balances on
their credit cards, 39% made only the minimum payment due and 3% made no payments
at all last month. Another 39% paid less than half the balance owed but more than the
minimum, while 19% paid more than half their balances. In 2003, the average credit-card
debt of US households with at least one card was $9,205, up from $2,966 in 1990,
according to the research firm CardWeb.com - - that's 310% higher. The same firm said,
"About 51 million households carry credit-card debt at an average balance of nearly
$12,000." (http://\\mv.hiIInew&com/thehill/expon/TheHill/News/Frontpage/OBIOOS/creditcard‘html) - - that totals $612
billion in total debt for those households.

Student Loans > October 2007. The average debt load for graduate students in all fields
nationwide ballooned by 150 percent to $37,600 in 2004 from 1994 levels, as
undergraduate tuition borrowings shot up 108 percent to an average of $19,200. There
can be no doubt that the main force driving soaring college costs is none other than >
soaring student loan debt. As more and more debt is offered to more and more students
their debt load soars, and that debt-based purchasing beyond incomes and savings drives
tuition costs higher and higher, assuring even more debt in the future. What happened to
the 'good old days’, before student loans were so massively marketed, when most
serious students worked their way through school and therefor graduated DEBT-FREE

and the lack of debt-pushed paying led to lower college costs for all???
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/bus/stories/DN-studentloan_28bus. ART.State.Edition1.35bcf31.html
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