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Why is There No Meseches Chanuka: The Holiday of Torah She'b’al Peh

1. R" Moshe Shternbuch
Moadim U'Zmanim 2:137

2. Pri Tzaddik
R’ Tzadok ha-Kohen
Rabinowitz of Lublin
(1823-1900)

Chanuka was the first of the miracles “not meant to be written down” (Yoma 29a), the
beginning of the concept of a rabbinic mitzvah; its root is Torah shebe’al-peh as stated in the
gemara: “And where did He command us? R’ Aviyya said: It follows from the pasuk ‘do not
stray from the word that they ahll declare to you’ (Devarim 17:11)” (Shabbos 23a)

3. Sfas Emes
R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter
Gerrer Rebbe
1847-1905

“...they made the eight days of Chanuka festive
days of praise and thanksgiving” (Shabbos 21b) -
This is characteristic of the notion of Torah
shebe’al-peh...Hence, the miracle of Chanuka was
not recorded (like Megillas Esther), nor was it
written in the Mishnah...Rather, they put a sign in
the mouths of Yisra'el.
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4. Pachad Yitzchak
Chanukah #1

R' Yitzchak Hutner
(1906-1980)

5. Sifsei Chaim 11:53
R’ Chaim Friedlander
(1923-1986)

In the prayer of “Al HaNissim” it says: “[For the miracles| that You performed for our fathers in those
days at this time.” Jewish holidays are not simply days of historical significance commemorating past
occurrences. Rather, all that transpired then — the salvation and abundance of spiritual and physical
blessings, are re-established annually at the anniversary of the holiday.

However, the unique form of Divine influence and elevation that can be attained during each festival is
dependent upon the degree to which one adequately prepares in advance, devoting time to reflect on the
essence of the holiday and thus gaining the spiritual strengthening which inevitably follows. Similarly, this is
applicable during Chanukah. As such, we need to understand the essence of the Greek exile in order to
awaken ourselves to mend its harmful consequences. By doing so, we will be able to take advantage of the
spiritual freedom [which is inherent in the holiday] that illuminates [this period] every year.
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6. Gemara
Shabbos 23a

7. Lev Ha'Shamayim
R’ Shlomo Carlebach
(1925-1994)

8. Gemara
Gittin 60b
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8. Lev Ha'Shamayim
R’ Shlomo Carlebach
(1925-1994)
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9. Midrash Rabbah
Bereishis 2:4

11. Al
Ha'Nissim
& Beis Yosef
Question

Why did the Greeks specifically decree that this
be written on an ox’s horn as opposed to
writing it publicly on the entrances to Jewish
homes?

The Maharal explains that the Greeks wanted to
remind the Jews of the transgression of the
Golden Calf, on which account the Greeks
wrongly concluded that God now despised the
Jews and that their status as the Chosen People
had been discontinued. The truth is, however,
that God chose the Jews for eternity and loves
them independently of any specific actions or
events. Even after this incident they remained
His nation.

“Write for yourselves” means to clarify and
make clear to yourselves — for when a person

writes something he attempts to elucidate his message more than when he speaks — that your existence and prowess is exclusively
through nature, as the ox is the symbol of the powers of nature and its horn expresses its strength. By ordering the Jews to write on
the ox’s horn “You have no part in the God of Israel,” the Greeks hoped that the Jews would recognize that nature alone drives

10. Megillas Chashmonaim

12. Sifsei Chaim 11:53
R’ Chaim Friedlander
(1923-1986)

Creation, that man by using his mind is all-powerful [and not God], and he can use nature as he wishes.
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13. Asufas Ma'arachos
R’ Chaim Yaakov Goldvicht (1924-1995)
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14. Days of Deliverance
R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik
(1903-1993)
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15. Rambam
Hilchos Parah Aduma 1:14

Halacha 14

The Sadducees would say that the offering of
the red heifer was acceptabl e only when those
bringing it had waited until nightfall after
immersion. Therefore in the Second Temple, the
court would cause the priest who burned the red
heifer to become ritually impure through contact
with the carcass of a crawling animal or the like.
He would immerse and then offer the red heifer
to nullify the words of these brazen ones who
issue rulings according to their whims without
basisin the received tradition. Similarly, all of
the containers into which the ashes of the red
heifer were placed were all immersed that day.

16. Rambam
Hilchos Avodas Yom Ha'Kippurim 1:7

Halacha 7

In the era of the Second Temple, heresy erupted in Israel, and

the Sadducees emerged, may they speedily perish, who did not

believe in the Oral Law and who maintained that the incense

offering of Y om Kippur would be placed on fire in the

Sanctuary outside the Parochet and when its smoke rose up,

they would bring it into the Holy of Holies. Their rationale was

that they interpreted the Torah's phrase Leviticus 16:2: "For in

acloud | will appear on the Kaporet,"as referring to the cloud

of theincense offering. In contrast, according to the Oral

Tradition, our Sages learned that the High Priest should not

place the incense on the coals only in the Holy of Holies,

before the Ark, asibid.:13 states: "And he shall place the

incense on the fire before God." Since in the Second Temple

era, the Sages suspected that the High Priests would tend towards such heresy, they would have him take an oath on the day preceding Y om Kippur. They
would tell him: "My sir, the High Priest, we are agents of the court and you are our agent and an agent of the court, we administer an oath to you in the name
of He Who causes His nhame to dwell in this house that you not deviate a all from what we told you."

The High Priest would turn away and cry because they suspected him of heresy and they would turn away and cry, because they placed suspicion on a
person's whose conduct was unknown. Maybe he had no such thoughtsin his heart.
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18. Bach
R’ Yoel Sirkis
(1561-1664)

17. Ha'Emek Davar
Netziv
(1817-1893)

19. Shlah Ha'Kadosh
R’ Yeshaya Horowitz
(1565-1630)
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20. Harerei
Kedem
R’ Yosef Dov
Soloveitchik

(as relayed
by R Shurkin)
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