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1. Minchas Asher
Hagaddah

Rabbi Asher Weiss

Av Beis Din, Rosh Kollel,
posek, in Yerushalayim
today.
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mena e’ 1w 0¥y The sovereign of Bgypt is never mentioned by name

- neither in the Haggadah nor, indeed, in the entire Bible. It remained for
Egyptologists to identify him — and they are not all of one mind about the
name of this infamous tyrant, whether one or another of the Rameses or some
other ancient despot. Considering his important role in the narrative, one
wonders why his title is always used, but his name — never,

T heard an interesting answer; Had his name been provided by the ‘lorah,
historians and psychologists and novelists would have speculated about him,
especially his childhood, suggesting probable reasons for his atrocious behav-
ior. He was weaned too early — or too late; he had a harsh father and thus
Oedipal feelings, or his mother was overprotective. Some of these specula-
tions may be true, tnost probably not so, But for the Torah, that is irrelevant,
The point of the Bible's (and the Haggadah's) silence about his background is
‘surely to avoid his escaping responsibility for his behavior, No matter what his
upbringing, we ought judge a person, especially a leades, by his or her actions,
and insist upon accountability, By providing a name and thus an identity, we
open the door to excuses and thence to the erosion of personal responsibility.

The explanations of the causes of a person's behavior may be of legitimate
concern to a therapist treating a moral-political monstes, but to the masses of
his victims that is of no consequence whatsoever, The Pharaoh of the Book of
Exodus was a genocide and no one should provide for him or for his histori-
cal genocidal descendants any hint of an excuse, Hence, “Pharach” — and no
personal name, because, ultimately, that is irrelevant,

2. The Royal Table

Rabbi Dr. Norman
Lamm

Chancellor of Yeshiva
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We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt
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The narae Makom referring to God is used frequently in the Haggadah,
sypira i PRI I PR MANTaY'S SRR NI WM L ERR R
Why s God {dentified as Makom and why is this name referred Yo so’
prominently in the Haggadah? The Gemara (Hagiga 13) says:
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Compare {he initial revelations of Yechezhel aud Yeshayahu. Yechexkel
deseribes his initial vision throughout the fivst chapter, That which he experiences
sa {dentified asasm mean, He bs compared to the villager whao b privileged Lo see
the King on one special oceaston and consequently is effustve in desoribing this
sole encounter, Yeshayahu describes his initial encounter with God in the sixth
chapter, and it occuples barely three verses, He {s compaved to a elty resident who
soes the king on a daily basis.
Yeshayahu offers propheey during the time of the first Temple, when everyone
could sxperience divine tovelation., Anyone who entered the Bet ha-Mikdash
encountered the Shechinah, The Shechinah could be felt and seen cverywhere.
Therefore, when God appears to Yeshayahu, he does not elaborate and says:
SRS YU P KPR R WPy
Yeshayahu, who lived during a time when one eould see the king's palace
overy day, as it were, s described as the elty buy who has aceess to the King at all
times. There was no reason for him to elaborate upon his feclings and experiefice
of Divine revelation, sinee this was a cotumon otourkence. On the other hand,
Yechewkel offers prophecy at the time of the Temple's destruction, a3 the Jewish
peaple are on the way to Bavel. When God appears to him it is a most winsntal
experience. Consequently, he describes that initial encounter in effusive detail,
Yechezkel docs notknow whether e will have the privilege of g sreond sacounter
As he feels the Shechinah loaving bim he says,
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Lam willing to acknowledge God even if [ never have the privilege of seelng
his Shechinal again, Makom, thessfore, is the name selected for God to describe
bl in & state of hester panim (hiding), It is for this veason that on Monday and
Thursday, after the Torah l'cading, we pseite & moving prayer:

T ¥ DRV BEpbY P Eypn L P s Smhn DT TV B MR

The Rav noted that this also explains why upon leaving ahouse of monrning, we
say to the mourner: sonk oo u‘:pm; ‘The mourner has experienced some degree
of hester panim. Many laws concerning behuvior in a house of mowrning, such
As not extending the grocting of "shalom aleichem” and the omission of hirkat
Kohanim from davening, confiem the state of hester paﬁi1n_ that the mourners
have experienced. Our Haggadah is designed primpily for the experience of
exile, Rpnsbam, at the conclusion of the Laws of Chametz and-Matzah, chapter
88, provides a text of hiz Haggadah, His introductory remark is’

KIS FAYAR AT 2RO P AT MR

‘There are many indications to support this iden. We ave told;

B s i i g P B

We are to read and interpret the parsha of Arami oved avi, We omit the
vecitation and accompanying midrashic comment of the last verse of this unit
thanking God for having hrought us into the land (see Devarim 26:5-9), Indeed,
this verse was recited during Temple times, and durlng a period of destruction
and exjle It was omitted, Our Hagpadah emphasizes that the obligation of
stppur yotedat Mitzrayim applies equally to & generation Hiving in Istael with an
autonomous government snd one during the Crusades, the pogroms, and in the
midst of the Warsaw rebellion, In every generation, Jews must make the effort to
fecognize the miracles of yetziat Mitzrayim even if their own personal condition
reflects hester panim, For this we say Barueh ka-Malkom, with Makom the Divine
Narme associated with hester panim,

The fifth and final introductory paragraph, war wim Yy, defines when this

mitzyah is to be fulfilled. Not heginning with Rosh Chodesh Nissan but rather
10 I v e when ey ks

5. The Royal Table

Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm

Chancellor of Yeshiva University

7 0B Nk The Higgadah teaches us the Importance of a proper approach in
our conlronlation with the fourth son. At petalt o, you must begin the conver-
satlon, or, more literally: “You open up Lo hine” We must initiate the dintgue
with the fourth son, make him feel weleome, open up our hearts with warmth
and love, wever In anger or contetnpt,

"The nexl lesson we Jeaen from the Haggudah in approaching the fowrth son,
is o gor beyond history, beyand theology, and beyond philosoply, in explaining
whit Judaism really is, Every religion can boast beatiful concepts, stories, and
icleals. I we aee to be honest, and we must be, we must emphasize that which is
unigue to Judaiso, And that is: the practical command menis v defined by the
Halalchinh. Thos the anthor of the Haggadah instructs us to inform the fourth
son about our exodus from Fypt, bot that this teaching be accomplished *be-
sharttht sheyesdt matzall wmaror myenalsin le-fanekha, while the matzah and
maror lie befove us™l We must stress the actual, practical stz

Finally, what troubles so many of these silent Jews whe have Jest the capic-
ity to ask the great questions s despuir, They have discovered Judaisn, but they
think that it ls too Iate and that they are inadequate to the task of reshaping
their lives to the great and noble purposes of our faith, Our response must be
to infore them that tbeir predicament s no diferent from that of anr people as
awbole, "In the beginning” wee read in the Haggadah, “our ancestors were idel
votshippers” - just pagans, no different from the people amongst whom they
lived. However, "now the Lord has brought us close to His service” We grew
spiritually. The whole story of the Jewisly peaple is one of rising from the very
bottom, of emerging from the lowest depths. Any Jew who returns to Tadalsm
today despite & complete lack of background, recapitulates Jewish history

his acventues and romance with Judaisn. ‘
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6. Sacks Haggadah

Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sacks

Chief Rabbi of the UK
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Rabbi Asher Weiss
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I OPY We lenthlessly wait for the pew song we lave ust said we will
sing, A new melody from Iucael? New lyeics by u great Hebrew poet? Bramd
new werses ceented (g today by some lalier-day Judab Hidel? N, not at all
Iovetenale the ald, trived, o Hallel ‘The some Malled we bave been reciting fov
decudey, the same Hallel our fathuers and grandfathers, and their fathers and
grandfathers hefivre them, back 1o the days of Kisg Davlid, have bown reciting
every single year ol the Sedec table as woll as on festivils aad Hosh Hodvl
Al yet e inkreduce Hallel with o Tonstshe o new songl $o pussled weve sme
commentars my the Haggadak by this appavent snomaly of sorovscing »
new songs oind singlng an old one, that they suggested thal the words dilvah
hadnsholi were w wistake, pedspd pud in by an over-cxubernt copyist, ind
enaghut 10 be amitied i a corret rasiling of the toxtt

Aaned wes the Jewlsh teadithon os such has nol aceepted Diess suggestions, It
s experleaved no peeplexivy aad has pefized fo be pusebed and condoanded
by the preseatation of the old Riflel a5 2 shivali Jndashah, For our people
tHironghout the ages have inginetively understood that the dyythin of Toeah
conliines the old and the nevs that & allaws us Ly regoenise the furdliar in

the tew, and the pew In the Gullor; that in the old wods of the Hilld and
the familiar melody i which v chisnt them, we can Indeed lind elemenls
which ive tantolizingly sew: nal only the avwiess of dvytham, the fot that for
iRt o e words were it tecited Lo this maod, 2l fivis talsle, and a this
masnes, But new inslghts ave possible, insights that come with age and wisdon
and experience, ’

'The eld snd the new are combined to e hythm of Judaisas, Both nstinels
are satisfied, The anclent Hallel is indeed also o ivah hadashah, Al of lif
testilies 1o this meeting of old and new fs rhythan, Matvse s the sanse every
yers "Lhere Is vothing pew under the sun® (Rockesiusles Euh. Springtime is s
wld as the el sell, We go tirough it avery year, We knww jast of what i
ronsisty. Yel is anyone ever tred of the rst hreaths of speing? Are we boeed by
the fivst explostor of delicate colors? Do we vecodl from i, sneering, O, thal
sume old thing again™? ndeed not! The old sexson s abways new! Every day
Chuel veneivs the wld work of ereation, U wnd new ave contbined. And does
ank et follow vature? Who but a philistine, o totally unacsthetic and insemsitive
s, would lrn usidde frem an Ol Master's painting, ot an old and bentiful
symphony, with the words, “Oh, [saw thal — ar heard that — once before, K
the Swime O Thingt®
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Chance“or of Yeshiva University
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today.
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