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CARLEBACH, SHLOMO

CARLEBACH, SHLOMO (1926-1995), rabbi, composer, and singer. Born in Berlin, the son of Rabbi
Hartwig Naphtali Carlebach, he went to the United States in 1939 and studied at Mesivta Tora Vo-da'ath,
the Beth Midrash Gevoha of America, and Columbia University. In his songs he created a neo-hasidic
style which blended elements of the traditional niggun, Israel song, and the American folk song style of
the 1960s—from which he also took over the practice of singing with his own guitar accompaniment. His
recordings and tours in the United States and Israel were popular both in religious and nonreligious
circles. He established a "House of Love and Prayer" in California and in Jerusalem that attracted Jewish
youth in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

Encyqlopaedig Judaica - CD-ROM Edition © Judaica Multimedia (Israel) Ltd.
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LEIBOWITZ, NEHAMA

Leibowitz, Nehama (1805- ), Bible scholar, sister of Yeshayahu Leibowitz. Leibowitz was born in Riga,
and from 1930, when she settled in Palestine, until 1955, she taught at the Mizrachi Women Teachers
Seminary in Jerusalem. She was a regular Bible commentator on the Israel Broadcasting Service. From
the late 1950s she taught Bibie at Tel Aviv University (professor, 1968) and at Bar-llan University. From
1951 she published weekly "Pages" for the study of the weekly portion (parashat ha-shavu'a), which
reached Bible students all over the world. They were translated into various languages (including
English). She was awarded the Israel Prize for Education in 1956.

[Yizchak Jacob Eisner]
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Page 2
available to all who sought him out, receiving them kindly. However, like the Kotsk school he placed
Torah study at the center of spiritual life. As one of the most eminent scholars in Poland of his day he
developed among his followers enthusiasm for Torah learning. He also followed the Kotsk method in
emphasizing profundity of thought in the search after truth and the inner promptings of the heart, and in
continuous striving after self-perfection.

The period of his leadership, which lasted only seven years, had a formative influence on the
development of Hasidism in Poland. Gur Hasidism became a powerful element in Orthodox Polish Jewry,
and retained a leading position until the Holocaust.

Jupanx ArRYeH LEIB ALTER (1847—-1905) son of Abraham Mordecai (the eldest son of Isaac Meir), was
orphaned as a child and brought up and educated largely by his grandfather. In 1870, after the death of
Hanokh of Aleksandrow, the successor of isaac Meir as Gur rabbi, Judah Aryeh Leib became the head
(admor) of Gur. In this position he wielded a wide influence and established the leadership of Gur
Hasidism in Congress Poland. A distinguished scholar, modest in behavior, Judah Aryeh Leib won the
confidence of rabbis and communal leaders throughout Jewry. Like his grandfather he also played a role
in public affairs, concerning himself with contemporary Polish Jewish problems. Through his influence
Hasidism in Poland dissociated itself from Zionism. Judah Aryeh Leib devoted much energy promoting
Torah study and attracted many of the youth. His writings are collected under the title Sefat Emet (2 vols.,
1905-08), after which he is also known. The five sections on the Pentateuch include addresses on
Sabbaths and festivals, distinguished by the profundity of their ideas and clarity of exposition, and reflect
the marked influence of Judah Loew b. Bezalel (the Maharal) of Prague. The sections on the Talmud, on
tractates Mo'ed and Kiddushin, evidence his wide Jewish scholarship and ability to penetrate to the
intended meaning and provide a lucid exposition of the problem, in contrast to the dialectical pilpul
method followed by his grandfather.

Judah Leib was succeeded by his eldest son, Asranam MoRDECAI ALTER (1866—1948), the last of the
dynasty in Poland. Under his leadership Gur Hasidism reached the height of its influence. He restored the
recitation of morning prayer to the regular time and enjoined a break during the Sabbath service for public
study. A lover of order and precision, he gave Gur Hasidim an organized framework.

in the period preceding the Holocaust Abraham Mordecai was the most prominent figure in European
Orthodox Jewry and one of the founders of Agudat Israel. Particularly sympathetic toward young people
and concerned with their needs, he was instrumental in establishing schools and youth organizations. As
well as being a scholar, he was an ardent bibliophile. He visited Erez Israel many times and acquired
property there. On the outbreak of World War || he escaped from Gur to Warsaw, and finally to Erez
Israel in 1940. During and after the Holocaust he was active in rescue work and in the material and
spiritual rehabilitation of refugees. He died on Shavuot at the height of the siege of Jerusalem in 1948 and
was buried in the precincts of Yeshivah Sefat Emet which he had founded.

Abraham Mordecai's son, IsraEL ALTER (1892—-1977), succeeded him as Gur rabbi. A noted scholar of
great personal charm, he had an influence far beyond the immediate circle of his followers. As head of
the various Gur institutions and yeshivot he did much to enhance the reputation and influence of Gur
Hasidism. Thousands of visitors traveled to his court in Jerusalem each year to see him and receive his
blessing.

[Abram Juda Goldrat]
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SOLOVEICHIK, ISAAC ZE'EV HA-LEVI

Also: Velvele Brisker

SOLOVEICHIK, ISAAC ZE'EV HA-LEVI (1886-1959), rabbi of Brisk (Brest-Litovsk), halakhist and
talmudist. Born in Volozhin, Isaac was the son of Hayyim Soloveichik, who was his only teacher and
regarded him as his spiritual heir, who would continue that tradition of study which originated in Volozhin.
Isaac's erudition and acumen were evident from his early youth, and his father stated that in insight he
resembled his grandfather Joseph Baer, the founder of the Brisk dynasty of great talmudists. On the
death of his father in 1918, Isaac Ze'ev was appointed by the community to succeed him as rabbi of
Brisk. He soon became renowned as a central figure in the world of Torah and was popularly known as
"R. Velvel." He did not establish a yeshivah at Brisk but gave lessons to a group of the best students of
yeshivot as well as other select individuals who assembled in his bet midrash. Admission to his circle of
students was regarded as a great privilege, to which every student who wished to perfect his knowledge
aspired. Despite his youth, the great contemporary talmudists, well-known rabbis, and heads of yeshivot,
acknowledged his superiority and paid respectful attention to his words, his Aiddushim ("original
deductions") passing from mouth to mouth.

On the conquest of Poland in World War Il, he fled from Brisk to Vilna together with five sons and two
daughters (his wife and another four children were murdered in Brisk). Soloveichik was saved from the
destruction of Polish Jewry and in 1941 went to Erez Israel, settling in Jerusalem. He established there a
kolel of select young men. A yeshivah was founded and administered by his eldest son Joseph Dov.
There was a great difference between Soloveichik's activities as rabbi of Brisk and his conduct in
Jerusalem. During his 20 years as rabbi of Brisk he had been in the center of communal and
congregational life, while in Jerusalem he confined himself to his studies, firmly refusing any official
appointment and avoiding any public appearance or participation in daily public life. He even refrained
from giving halakhic rulings, maintaining that "Jerusalem has a rabbi to whom problems should be
addressed." Only in cases where he saw danger to the foundations of religion and faith did he break
silence and give his ruling in the most vigorous of terms. He belonged to no party and did not intervene in
political affairs, but as an outstanding halakhist he exercised great influence over extensive circles of
Orthodox Jewry, especially after the death of Avraham Karelitz (Hazon Ish). In Jerusalem, as in Brisk, he
lectured daily and his novellae were noted down or transmitted by his pupils. "R. Velvel" loved the Holy
Land and believed wholeheartedly in the mitzvah of living there.

[Itzhak Goldshlag]
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SOROTZKIN, ZALMAN BEN BEN-ZION

SOROTZKIN, ZALMAN BEN BEN-ZION (1881-1966), Lithuanian rabbi and communal leader. Sorotzkin
was born in Zakhrina, Russia, where his father was rabbi. After studying under his father, he proceeded
to the yeshivot of Slobodka and Volozhin. His renown as a brilliant student came to the attention of
Eliezer Gordon, the head of the yeshivah of Telz, whose daughter he married. After his marriage he
studied for several years in Volozhin. On returning to Telz he undertook the administration of the
yeshivah, displaying great organizing ability. The yeshivah building was destroyed by a conflagration, and’
he succeeded in rebuilding it within a short time. In 1911, after the death of his father-in-law, he was
invited to serve as rabbi in the small town of Voronovo (Werenow), near Vilna, where he founded a
yeshivah for young students. After some years he was appointed rabbi of Zittel in Lithuania, where he
also developed extensive communal activities, particularly in founding an educational network. After the
outbreak of World War |, he was forced to wander with his family into Russia and arrived in Minsk. There
he devoted himself to public activity and vigorously opposed the false charges and discriminatory decrees
against the Jews which were constantly being issued by the czarist government. Aftér the war he returned
to Zittel, but shortly afterward was appointed rabbi of Lutsk, capital of Volhynia (then in Poland), which
had a Jewish community of 30,000, and he remained there until the outbreak of World War Il. During his
rabbinate in Lutsk he became renowned as one of the outstanding Polish rabbis and was one of the
leaders of Agudat Israel and of Orthodox Jewry generally. When Lutsk was occupied by the Russians
after the outbreak of World War Il, they threatened to imprison him if he continued his activities. He was
compelled to flee with his family to Vilna, where Hayyim Ozer Grodzinski, rabbi of Vilna, charged him with
reorganizing the many yeshivot, most of whose students had escaped to Lithuania. He remained in Vilna
until the entry of the Russian army, when he left, and after many vicissitudes finally arrived in Erez Israel.

There he threw himself into communal work. He established the Va'ad ha-Yeshivot charged with the care
of the yeshivot in Israel on the model of the Vilna Va'ad ha-Yeshivot (of which he had been one of the
founders), and he headed it until his death. He was elected vice-chairman of the Mo'ezet Gedolei
ha-Torah of Agudat Israel, and after the death of Isser Zaiman Meltzer served as its chairman, a position
he held until his death. He also headed the independent educational network (Hinnukh Azma'i) set up by
Agudat Israel. Sorotzkin was an outstanding preacher, and many of his homilies appear in his work
Ha-De'ah ve-ha-Dibbur (1937), on the Pentateuch. Toward the close of his life he published Oznayim
la-Torah (1951-60), a commentary on the Pentateuch, and Moznayim la-Mishpat (1955), a collection of
responsa in two parts. Some of his responsa are still in manuscript. Posthumously published is his
commentary Ha-Shir ve-ha-Shevah on the Passover Haggadah (1971).

[tzhak Goldshlag]
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