Source Sheets

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
REG@brsonling.org



() ragey YeduoAn  Heral e
2 fa kb ju B u "ARY 2™
2 IR?

SRYY NI AWTAND 2%

Loy nmp npYomm W oww awb ApRw  npyomn
nEPe) BY owb npnnY WL PR 573y Ny
5131 BPR bR PR KB D PR OVIYD WY
Dwb APRY NP WML PR 191 1550 Avon
WYY MNP npbrm WMw mowen  1Tny Y
RiT MO ROR LDADWI  APXY AMDA 73N
o778 '3 ynwhy orny nw ovd npenav
WA NPa1 Y5 N3 uNEAY WD M oY AT DWW
20 NYT DR Dapn TR TR Dpyeh Dononnn
yHwIy D PR Dw owh APRw Db ban
X5, TWARY AwR DY 9272 0PIXY INT 120 N
NPT CNY ApYemn BRA Yap» e /abws
e wr opm XD W MY Dwh XM DIWR
DY Dwb on DTN w Dew owb nphnmavw
npYoMRa 19 PRY My R Yha bm 1o 199
o DAY DWD R AR TRV 7T aw awb AR
Mty 53 mMp N, 1INt 1% 1D X

102 i) B )

Vs
,BTIRA Cacwnn bw xn pwbwn A%12PRC

THWRAT 1A DROIYT NI PRY 0YM2I00
X591 07X %13 wYR RV RGRAPIDWA 1 XY AN
m oM WoaEp by 5t nmon M2 awn
XOWRY Y0 oYM e 8P Mopmd A XPIPRY
YVTa DBMTAY 10 OV Dwmw va XP Wy
o o mvbya amwan wmont oAty
pyRdw Y TWOn Chk Xn b M o1
SR By ROR Doy AR

1P Cmonn bvoNn pwaan nxupm@

5w aa'w Y1aph WHR KU DMMIR 07 >
I N AEp SY MW Mamw Y MIRp3Yn
Sax .ovnRy P P13 MOTIMR ATWN VR
=207 DO¥IY 0297 °D MDOR SN KT W AP O3
TR b

DY DARD XOW UnyT bY wan qaohn v TWYE

Tmbnay 77Ina DIMpHn  R¥LRT O A5RR
w13 7 bW 11onn XN DRAYT NINMEY 0 0waTm

‘sl

NIy by prmvTa mpbnn mxlap vaa 1w
SR

LAPWHAR RN KPP IR ANWRII HK‘DPI?
nbanR X YR NITRY D°Mpa on v

navyr M oNanRl W axap Sy .o AR

oEwA N OXIEp BRI W DR 397 1M
DMa0n WM PMnn Mad mwan DR TYInY
nepn Sy myayn on JBmnny mw Phanw
DAYTY WK DWITAM TPnT obY- PNAT I
DR DMRD BYY PV SIRRY DTIMRY IRI MaD
WRIYT OPR3 P DIRY DT IN2 XYW
B I3 M1 onYYd WX DAdd DR o) LTNv]
DbYN® OnYTY DURNLR DWMD B DwhEn
RPWITAN WIMDD DAYTY DMRNN DIRY WML 18
N7 P70 NOoRAa DD DDA SR N 1ava
n7a Tmy R ophn ohaa 13 hMwa YY) nvx
wbapn OPRW XKW DTIOY WP ooWY  L(17aTa
nX'a NoANT® YN oNR Taoht neab Y onvta
2T LT PIVA NBRT ATER D P mwnn

MM LIYDY avER 2w

DM LD WA TpInan bw Xn maw nmzp[g

Ly quwh Sw oAwRY RN SR Dvmw
P .ONNY RUOP MIT AN DA W XIIp
™ 5ab ooprTen DR NIKIY wpa MY @MAwn
by (P01 RN 1 OPRY DMEWR WM ADTAN MR
mwa e ROR 1 ey ot apRw Dop
nepn by mynazn on o anym aww xm b
POy ORY DWW DWW Tbna OMMRn
DM AP OPRY DOMAIR DTWIR DMMRR By 1R
DWwEn ©AbYNRY BRYTY DOMIRMAT BUWID 2vIMa
DA N1 PIVR AIMRT CAWR oM L.DnYT DY DRY
S9N NNAR YN RS obex

XM npbnn S pap Maxa brroawrnon 1INR)
nIRY NpYbrar oepnnd pw owmw owb

npbm R IWRT LDYpRnY DD PR DMy ovb
RO IPRY RPYY SO0 npomy 1 Dmw avbh xonw

S



™ ul

NYINA. RO OORDT MIT BRY  L7avn MY W
sanya, DYIRY XM UM WM OXY “PIDUMNR,
MY BN MW LAWY JT0N NAR RV ARURAY
anzyy MR on DRW APIRAT DY 270 1 Deid
7ANY3,, TP M PR APINAT DR OBYYI ORI DN
PIYIR, NDIRD RO MRDY MNNa Dw D
DXY 197 OX XOR a2 PR D WHR R 10 D)
oMY X DRY DT R OWR D02m oD
2P0 XY DX Pabaw w3 @haen obd nead e
N2 KN PR D WP DU DTN ANRMA
DBY T3 Yo TMRY W Y Db DIXT DR
LRI PRY QLT AR ORI LDRY DR PN

bw yomm KW NINTA B NI DYYn 0P Do
273 M7 90 Noopa wpY WM M avaph
pavLR ' Lnbwa Nwie v Svn v wm
x> DrewYR Doy BRI v M ovwn bw
Zaxn XY ovn 1 phnbw nmvana mrbyn amwan
NR 17apn 0° ANV AT PP OR3P .DhpTE
W ,ONZYR DUWRH Y™ SR DN Inmwn
AMIRY MW AT INAND OIRY 7ann 19w M,

SR Dota XYY AP RO AP

LAY 13 PR ORI RN PRY NT Y01 M "5
SRR I 7 TTONR XIM LYwn 0D Dl

X3 T 73 PR 2001 191 IR RIT DM IRY MY
NP yun® o1 vy i OR RPENAY PRY MM

0°22

XU pwr XY SR Nyl va Yhn vmawry SR
o3 AwYT Y RPENAY PR 7D AMWA M 1IN
P XGY T3 ,A7Wwn Dwyb oMy ToRR Yand

LYYn oo

Xbw aMpa X3 MT W mwn PR oW AT vHM
sprTIAD ROW TP JOWN PRI MURT XN

swmy  ROw RMan Dhwen X oM quown
sonAY ROW MIRHXYI 200 PY Tmvh weRY DIRA
bxqwcb  mwoxb D AMTAN ANl %) TR
A7ap7 PR 3 APT3 NIRWI R AR Aawn mwyb
ox TMAY Mot I RPR A2WD nwyh mon
XY 7R T MW, TR OMWRY WD ¥
Lt DI PR TS nawn, 2w oarnn bown
7onb PWEBR KoK p0D MOP Naw KM PID AW
nwa W) R e yund w mrph 1w

12 2ARD

mYAmM AN Y MmN Sxawe oyb Tane ’bw
b bxwc oy P RDW DRI TMRn 1aam
XYY NMIRW,, ‘A PUD IO MRY MWD DWW
TRRY 3 T, PR yem by wwyr X
P ORY ,AORD @poD mAnm vavab anm A
420 TWN ARENY MR PR AW Dvwn obn
MM WY A 1EAMn SRy i jbw I
THR T ONBdRR, IOW M2 PR wpa mwan
2wns wRI Ahwh nwyb arapn Yyw aawn
MY ,NAR X PTT ONTAY Mmb vHR ava DR
SHR 1MW, A PID IREMI X PR TTIOT TIMRY
ORI OIRLA SR MAv 1UIW 7ODWUR . 2IWR)
A XY nvan 1Emn NR D LRY2 MR by
AW DUTPT AP wpa R 199 mnb amoa
NUY OURRD MY NRW BPDYR NR MY TR
orbRURIdR oUW myun mowsnm mbbana
aruIIoIPM g DTN Myum- ornpm
man bxawe ova aRwl mn XYY Avws 1avpnn
X7 TN T0wea MR n 1YY aawna mnd
YT WD 2 NIRRT DR Oxxiy
oMy PaARd wex Xow  onhw paRa oTman

2amnn

pbim neay SRAwb A arapn PRy 1AM
nooMa LTIRAT wATAn Dy TP VYN
P05 1 MB ja YWNP "3% wAT A3 AT PIT
W WO YMILSIR MNYA 7 IR, 0 pID YR
STRYI, 19T XY ORY 7TIYOTIR, 197 ORW AR 1
PP oRY A By phAnn ANRAMT W™ A
P L rwn oham Ay 0 oha TR AN XA
pipb mban PP nYa AR ARI WP RS DX
ASIRAT T100M DpYA IR DAY ANXNAY NHDY IR N
5 .DPI0DA 1 WHTIY 2D RMAT Y WR DD
XD IANTYY AIRAA DM DO WA
nwaT AP ANWRY WAy Dw o PYTIIe nooma
pow A3 obhwh mRa Ay cwn s mw
Y Taba) S0 on PRY nvi, ahmn
SARY M1 MINTEAT 1Pab D0 12 7 AR
O3 DR OO0 DA PR ODRY DY MR

TmdR MARRA Nand By NP 13 e can vN2TI
sx91 YBY WA KPR X3 M7 12 PR, DY




a o°13 °3a AR? ™
nwy? 15’,1!9'7: DR U7 1PNINYAN PP NN oA 135 VM L(R7Ip TRy M0 R p‘m Q%13 "1a
21w 'l_!z TnYSc UNR TNMLan oepn ol u‘: N Tpn '?33 D"'?Wﬁ’ ikl D1"31_ *DIRDRYA

S XIANY NPDI0N APIRAT IDIND CTIRY

JUYY TIOM 101 am by b bhadh mminh wby

oy nabh RY IO 2R Y mmiab o3 o N
DOATRI DWRY BRIWW an am SoMp a7apn
NUSY DY DMYUED WMRY AR IR 02w R DV
by MY AT 1R MWR AT PR NN YU IPRY
WITRITIT ORI AWA DYAY MAw W Awn
DY) LTORR DYVDIN TARTY NN MM Y N
o1 oDY DA DIRY DM RPYT R mwpsys av
YR Swamh XD YID MR 1A e @y W
o0 Y2 MM R AR AR MPa ADon
TIARY MO, MPIRAT 2D YD DMEm DR D
71 MT YoAR 191 1P UN|RY TIHYY XM, 7103
SRPY LD MYIBR A7APM MY why Drmw
YN VT, QN3 12 DA 3PN nnvan by oow
IRY 19 OVMXT WMY BAY RY PR WM T MO
A DOMED TAYwA TR PIoBR RVM YT WM
W DO D Y ORYR 2N M7 oab uay
NIIRAT YO%Y D™D TMAYYR DUTayws Yo% AR nna
MpD MIZH DWUPAY NIM RPEN LDMIXD DY
boaw ‘7 ODIPIX B0 I AYhI YD MR DROR?
M7

LRIYTY TaY3 DT OISR DROXY PRY AN Dy
71 %93R, WM T MIRIBAY NN R ORDR

bYW MY “DMZR PIRD CTDORINT WR CTPOR
STPYR T OMIRY YT TI0 RMIED PIRD CPRRXINY
IR DWPH 732 voopvRY DO nviat, 1M
1991 LS00 IR0 DN AMR MRA Y Wl an
SN DR YT WD AN oonsn uvd PR
2N O AWM DTIXD DRTI 9P mEn
JIBRT PN RYR O TAV2 awwan MB0 MR MW
79Yn OWR O OTIY MR RY, (V) ava M
TOPT O MWR TN RYR DD PIRD YRIWS A3 DR
DOYNDRT PATN AT NBE PIRD PRW "33 IR
,Ov5 nYmw Iy oan YaR amawa v ioonw
MY TR ROW WP 7D WWDI RN, XOR
ROR DO%R DRUYY R OA7APT NIREDIAY  ANDNMIY
mpoY DIPR 1991 LOITPIWA WRPW BAY AAPH AR
S 0PI NNIMR MPIART DWR Yo YR 1R

by A0 YV TN 12ONa Chanow Yy (an)
My 19bn ORY, CMPNa DYNE2 Mo
NIMYNEIY MY WD YRR R W P
whRY WO AYapt DRR WY 1KY nvpn i
WHe RN YR SR PP DNYR DY prand
972 73R ORTI3 NIORT 22 DRYDI D ,AVD WIR YD
TR TR NVAWA MBI M P WP TWT LDaun
T OI M ynw® 1aRn XYY P ny btn bRy,
SHTPEY,  DINMWRIT DDRT AR 1R BMYD
WHawn RY PR TY DRY, PYOORRI MY “APNA DovhY
AMWNAS WY DMIWA DR Y P DN XY A M0
ORI MINWRID IPDW YD Yaud DR RPR O11RY
DI NI IRWR RY PUIY MINWRI DR MRY
DUIANR DIRY DR %23 TN RY IR N 1T DRA
T @Y NVIWT AR PSP AN N PRI TR
oW DY DR MIPNN NRAY A73pAn 11 ORI
mApa MY DNV, W 7ApT W O1RY Wnn
nYpaY NUWSYDI DYDR WY 19 JTOAR T AT
RS U DY ARw Capm nan Yy nwvann
ROW Wap TR YY1 ON¥YR DO WMDY IR DITRTPD
WIR Y IR W AMBR DR WY X12W on
NTRYMEIY PO 19% IR R PP W YN
SRTI DNEYY MUY IR YIbY IBW1 WA XY
DwNYR Y91 W mMpn XYR O 7apn DR IR
OTOTMEPY CWIR DRV DR e RY obhwavw
W 4TI ZNIan 'R Y Pwpb X avnw W
W[PYT PITPWR YA DM 2 YR TR Dhyma,
TID TV NP3 Ry 10 TR ARY, 2oy mna
WHBY P2 TYMP 7 wYn IR D ,7pbuvm,
(a%) @aTa PWYR 1M LYabi 1Ta 3 nMIyMmenw
ROXW7 (D N2TA) MR 11D 71 onbyn WR VY,
J7anta 1Y DY ORI W MR RDY rmn ndb
7apy TR DR DR MR 2y RO Mipa avvnm
7PANAY DR OPIRG A%N IR, MR PP 200 WY
100 RHR T DHUNY WWR WM 0B MY 0 mn
ROT BN PORY MITITY NRD Ay Mnw XOw
BUAYY O ANpRAY WU LAY NI MM 7 nann
WA ATEN LMY QOMR OPR 1D W by
Jray yma DR anan



The Gemara resumes its discussion about the advent of the
Messiah:
31 "mrR — Rav said:  pypn 53 153 — All the “Ends” hawe
passed,*¥ 2L DYy nWNA KoK YN 277 XY — and the
matter of the Messiah's arrival depends only on repentance and
good deeds.s!

A dissenting view:
1K xmws — But Shmuel says: 19253 Ty Yaxy i3 - Itis
enough for the mourner to endure his period of mourning! .

The Gemara notes that this issue has been debated by Tannain:

1302 ~ This dispute between Rav and Shmuel is parallel tothe

following dispute between Tannaim: ik yYx @1 - R
ELIEZER SAYS: 17X 121Wn Pwiy X7w? oX — IF THE JEWISH
PEOPLE REPENT, THEY WILL BE REDEEMED; X331 'K XY bxy —
AND IF NOT, THEY WILL NOT BE REDEEMED. 8

YWiT 137 MY MK — R YEHOSHUA SAID TO [R’ ELIEZER):  ]'X DX
1™2X31 'R M2WR PV — IF THEY DO NOT REPENT, THEY WILL NOT
BE REDEEMED?! WD 77n 1% mnoyn Ru1 91m3 wipn xoX
%72 NiWp — RATHER, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED IS HE, WILL
APPOINT A KING OVER THEM WHOSE DECREES WILL BE AS HARSH AS
those of HAMAN,*  nwn piiy YX7wn — AND THE JEWISH
PEOPLE WILL REPENT.  2vwm% 17" — AND in this way (GOD)
WILL BRING THEM BACK TO THE RIGHT path. /5"

The Gemara cites a Baraisa in which these Tannaim debate the
issue:
1R ’kan — It was taught in another Baraisa:  11y9x 31
mix £ R ELIEZER SAYS?) 1'YX23 191N Piviy DX DK — IFTHE
JEWISH PEOPLE REPENT, THEY WILLBEREDEEMED, 1210,, WXV
"D NDIK DY DWW — AS IT IS STATED: REPENT, O
WAYWARD bHILbéEN, I WILL CURE YOU OF YOUR WAYWARDNESS. !
YWin 137119 MR — R'YEHOSHUA SAIDTOHIM: 1K1 133 Kbm —
BUT IS IT NOT ALREADY STATED: HR3n qosa X5 onona oy,
— FOR NOTHING WERE YOU SOLD, AND WITHOUT MONEY SHALL YOU

P
QRUFNS MM 22200 07 B2 N2 PRI PM IR
NS TN 33 70 S1ma pew PR ON D DD AW D
MR DAR N D Sa e apmian RN 2w by
Y NTN PT M oby onmy &9 5om Sy 1oy famn
3N GY), LRI Dpn PN SN D NI DL
NIRRT PAOR 7Ty ot STMD3 NS0 NI DN IR
TIN PN TN I AN PRGN CR3E) BN
7335 7923 uENTN D ANEmY PEON NN oUD an.,“p:!
SNV ANSY Map M SWwnn Y RN el DN
TNPPNY AR NN 13 AP0 YESM AR PR 0D N

DONR TAREI 1R 10 Sxwr moa neny R n3rnd NG SN me nbynd uweeer n

(fbg)

CANHED i

BE REDEEMED?5Y  mn3in nTiaya onvan: oin,, — The first
clause, FOR NOTHING WERE YOU SOLD, means that you were exiled
BECAUSE you committed IDOLATRY, which has no value. x4,
DI Dy rwna &5 bxan qoaa — The second clause, 4
WITHOUT MONEY SHALL YOU BE REDEEMED, means that you willbs
redeemed even WITHOUT REPENTANCE OR GOOD DEEDS.5%
YW 1215 1yox 131 19 ik (R’ ELIEZER SAID TO R YEHOSHUS
BRI 33 X9 — BUT IS IT NOT ALREADY STATEDT R 1910,
DMK AMWRY — RETURN TO ME, AND I WILL RETURN TO YOU¥
YW 737 M9 9K ~ R’ YEHOSHUA SAID TO [R’ ELIEZER): Kb
713733 —~ BUTISITNOTALREADY STATED: B33 'nbya aixy,
“TPY DINK MXIM ATSWRR DU YR X BINK MR — FoRI
MADE MYSELF MASTER OVER YOU, AND I WILL TARE YOU, ONE FR0M
A CITY AND TWO FROM A FAMILY, AND I WILL BRING YOU TO ZION?®
T1y'9K 127 19 MR ~ R’ ELIEZER SAID TO [R' YEHOSHUAJ: Xom
K1 132 — BUTISITNOT ALREADY STATED: “3WWin Nny naws,
— IN REPOSE AND CALM SHALL YOU BE REDEEMED 75)

MoK 131% YW 27 19 MR — R YEHOSHUA SAID TO R
ELIEZERL:  7mX1 733 X1 — BUT IS IT NOT ALREADY STATED:
@wh 13y5 M aynnb waymab witp Hxw K a-mx s, -
THUS SAYS HASHEM — THE REDEEMER OF ISRAEL, HIS HOLY ONE -
TO ONE WHO 1S DESPISED BY MEN, ABHORRED BY NATIONS, AND WH0
IS A SLAVE OF RULERS:
“NRWN DY MR IR 0abn — “KINGS SHALL SEE AND RISE;
PRINCES ALSO SHALL PROSTRATE THEMSELVES”?)
YR @1 b My —@mzm SAID TO [R’' YEHOSHUAL:) X9m
K333 — BUT IS IT NOT ALREADY STATED:  9X7W? 2w/n-px,,
"W "X '1"BXY — IF YOU RETURN, O ISRAEL, SAYS HASHEM, YOU
SHALL RETURN TO ME?!?!
YUim 137 ¥ K ~ R’ YEHOSHUA SAID TO [R’ ELIEZER}): X5
K3 133 — BUT IS IT NOT ALREADY STATED:®!  “nx ynwx),,
TR mmb Symm WK vran winb wRD ~ I HEARD THE MAN
CLOTHED IN LINEN, WHO WAS ABOVE THE WATERS OF THE RIVER.
DRYN9X YRV 1M BN — HE LIFTED HIS RIGHT HAND AND HIS
LEFT HAND HEAVENWARD ~ 071V71 N3 Y2W" — AND HE SWORE BY
THE LIFE OF THE WORLD  y21 M3l '¥m nriyin 7ymb »
W nPR-93 PN WIpTRY T — THAT IN A TIME, TIMES, AND A
HALF, AND UPON THE CESSATION OF THE POWERY OF THE HOLY
PEOPLE, ALL THESE SHALL CEASE, etc.!s)

The Baraisa concludes:

119K Y31 PRI — AND R’ ELIEZER WAS STLENT.®
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hatred among the Jews, like there was at the time of the destruction
of the Second Temple.

I would like to add to the Chatam Sofer’s holy words and explain
how the ingathering to Eretz Yisrael will diminish the dispersion of
the exiles even though it will occur before the rebuilding of the Beit
HaMikdash. Atthe very beginning, it will be impossible for the entire
nation to assemble in Eretz Yisrael, for the Land will have to first
expand her “skin” to make room for all of her sons.® Therefore, some
Jews will remain in the Diaspora until HaShem fulfills His promise
to gather all of Israel into the Land. This coincides with the Ramban’s
comments on the verse The Lord, God, Who gathers the dispersed of
Israel says, “I will gather others to him, besides those already gathered
to him” (Yeshayah 56:8). He explains that God will gather many, but
not all, of the dispersed Jews at the outset [of redemption]. Then,
after the wars of Gog and Magog, there will be a second ingathering,
as it says, I will gather others to him, besides those already gathered
to him.™

Now, [even though all of Israel will not return right away], it seems
to me that the Land will become a universal center for the entire
Jewish nation, by the very fact that there will be an assembly of
Jews in Jerusalem and Eretz Yisrael. Even those who remainin the
Diaspora will keep their eyes and hearts on the Land. They will be
bound and connected with all their souls to the universal center
which will be established in Erefz Yisrael Tt will unite them even
in_the Diaspora, and they will not be considered dispersed at all...

Today, on the other hand, the people of Israel are like lost and
scattered sheep” among the nations. No Jew associates with his
fellow Jew. Wherever they live, they are like dangling limbs without
any connection to the individual, and certainly not to the community
as a whole. This is true and utter dispersion (may the Merciful One
save us). We have all been abandoned like fish of the sea. In these
recent, difficult years, despots subjugate us and do with us as they
please. They degrade and murder us without limit and without any
liability for their actions. These scoundrels have no one to answer
to for their deeds.

However, if we establish a universal center in Eretz Yisrael (with

God’s help), our pride and glory will rise among the nations and we
will be considered a dignified and important nation.* Then, even the
individual who remains in exile will not be forsaken, because anyone
who wants to cause him harm will know that there is someone who
will demand a reckoning of his actions. He will know that he is liable
for his deeds and will, therefore, refrain from doing anything
improper.

Thus, the ingathering to the Land will free us from the state of
absolute evil even in the Diaspora. It will also cause all of Israel,
even the Diaspora Jews, to unite and live in peace. Then, we will
reach the bright and hopeful future leading to the complete
redemption, speedily in our days. Amen.

—
==

— p—
i



(C fus J aNY ]
All this is written in the Torah.

In each generation there are possible final dates for
the exile. These depend on the penance and merits
unique to that generation. The ultimate end, however,
is not dependent on repentance but on divine charity,
as is written," “For My own sake, for My own sake, will
Idoit,” and on the merit of our forefathers, asis written,
“He remembers the charity of the forefathers and
brings redemption to their children’s children for His
sake.” Only this final date was revealed to our forefa-
thers, as is written, “To My heart have I revealed it” —
to the forefathers and to Moshe, who are called “My
heart.”
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R. Chiyya Rabbah said to R. Shimon ben Chalafta ben Rebbe, “So is the
redemption of Israel. At first, little by little, as long as it continues it gets

bigger and goes further.
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R. Yudan said: One verse says “migdol” (2 Samuel 22:51) and another
says “magdil” (Psalms 18:59) because the redemption does not come to
this nation at one time but little by little. What is “magdil” (increases)?

Because it increases and continues before Israel...

What is “migdol”

(tower)? Because Mashiach will be like a tower for them.
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When the land of Israel gives forth its fruit plentifully, the end
[Mashiach’s arrival] is near, and there can be no clearer sign than this.
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Psalm 146

ﬂﬂ‘?si’j Halleluyah! Praise HASHEM, O my Soul!* | will praise
" HasHem while [ live, I will make music to my God while [

exist. Do not rely on nobles, nor on a human being* for he holds no
salvation. When his spirit departs he returns to his earth, on that day
his plans all perish. Praiseworthy is one whose help is Jacob’s God,
whose hope is in HASHEM, his God. He is the Maker of heaven and
earth,” the sea and all that is in them, Who safeguards truth forever.
He does justice for the exploited; He gives bread to the hungry;
HASHEM releases the bound. HASHEM gives sight to the blind; HASHEM
straightens the bent; HASHEM loves the righteous. HASHEM protects
strangers;* orphan and widow He encourages; but the way of the
wicked He contorts. Chazzan— HASHEM shall reign forever — your God, O
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Zion — from generation to generation. Halleluyah!
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Our teacher [R. Kamenetsky] added on many occasions that it is

incumbent on us to understand the establishment of the State of Israel in
our day in this way: After the great destruction and despair that overtook
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the remnant, and given the desperate and destroyed status of Russian ’
Jewry, God caused the establishment of the State of Israel in order to
strengthen the connection to Judaism and to sustain the link between the

Jews in exile and the Jewish nation.
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Zvi A. Yebuda

The following article is excerpted from a letter sent
to his daughter by Professor Yehuda, who teaches
Bible and Talmud at the Cleveland College of Jew-
ish Studies.

HAZON ISH ON THE FUTURE OF THE
STATE OF ISRAEL

(From a letter responding to a question
on Hazon Ish's attitude to the State of Israel.)

"... Your second question concerns the Hazon Ish's perception
of the State of Israel and its future. The style of your question
implies that Hazon Ish, so to say, "predicted" the impending
destruction of the State of Israel in the near future: You just
want to know the precise date: When is it going, God forbid,
to happen?

"Let me make it perfectly clear from the onset: Hazon Ish
never said such an ominous thing, nor was he the kind of person
to do so. Based on my intimate closeness to Hazon Ish at the
time, I am in the position to deny categorically such a libelous
and disastrous rumor. Hazon Ish was the paradigm of a halak-
hist; he never assumed the role of prophet or soothsayer. In
fact, he disdained any pretense of "heavenly" gifts and meta-
physical knowledge. All claims to the contrary notwithstanding,
the highly hailed "wondrous" acts of Hazon Ish only demon-
strate his authentic and ingenious way of viewing and applying
to all aspects of reality, exclusively and phenomenally, the rules
and norms of Halakhah. Halakhah is concerned with human
duties and responsibilities — "ma hovato shel adam be-olamo"
—not with hazy and fanciful speculations on Divine plans:
What God is going to do and exactly when—Halakhah does not
engage in predictions about the fate or future of historical
events, institutions or States (not even of Israel).
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"Nor was the great sage Hazon Ish (and claims to the contrary
by partisan ideologians notwithstanding) imbued with any nega-
tive or hostile attitude to the State of Israel. He genuinely loved
Jews and welcomed indeed anything that may save their lives
or improve their lot. The current "oral tradition" circulated
within some yeshiva (or "kollel") coteries, that Hazon Ish was
against the State, and even proclaimed its doom and decreed its
fall within a prescribed span of time, is no more than a vicious
lie — perpetrated by the zealots through a deliberate distor-
tion, and received by the naive on the basis of an unfortunate
misunderstanding.

"Let me therefore state the facts:

"Soon after the establishment of the State of Israel, there were
many discussions among various rabbis and authorities as to the
proper theological response and halakhic stance to this renewed
state of Jewish independence in the holy land. One of the overt
issues was the celebration of Yom Haatzmaut and the recitation
of Hanel, with or without a berakhah. It is well known that the
Chief Rabbinate and other rabbis close to the Zionist ideology
were very enthusiastic about recognizing the State of Israel as
the opening of the Messianic Era, "the beginning of redemption,”
and strongly felt that a new holiday should be added to the Jew-
ish calendar, which officially was already done by the govern-
ment on a secular level, to be celebrated in a religious manner,
with thanksgiving to God.

"On the other hand, the majority of the rabbis and roshei
yeshivot did not accept this position. Some were hesitant, some
reluctant, some opposed, and some — extremists and anti-Zion-
ists — openly attacked the idea and reality of the State as an

infringement upon and impediment to the traditional messianic
conception and expectation.

"What about the position of Hazon Ish?

"t is a well known fact that Hazon Ish, who continued to live
only five years after Israel's independence, did not go along
with the idea of Yom Haatzmaut. In this respect, he, like most

rabbis of his day, did not join the decision of the Chief Rabbin-
ate. Nor did he publish or say (to my knowledge) anything de-
grading against those who did follow that decision.
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"Contrary to the new myth now emerging and circulating, re-
modeling his image and reclaiming him to a narrow camp of
State negators, Hazon Ish was neither antagonistic to the State
nor opposed to its hailers. He was very positive and hopeful
about the presence and prospect of the State and encouraged
any way ot supporting and upholding it. Nonetheless,; he was
not yet ready — soon after the declaration of independence,
under a fierce war, harsh conditions and hazardous borders —
for this revolutionary move (halakhically) of instituting a new
holiday, enacting changes in ritual and liturgy, affecting 7e cus-
tomary gloomy mood of the Sefira season, eliminating Tahanun,
permitting haircuts and weddings, and requiring the saying of
Hanel. To all this he then said no.

"At this time I wondered why. During this exciting and critical
period of the establishment of the State and the War of Inde-
pendence, I was very close to him; and we discussed the issues
thoroughly. He was then my only teacher, and I was then totally
immersed with a pervasive conviction that the realization of the
State is a glorious Divine sign opening a new era of greatness
and dignity for the Jewish people, and I yearned to celebrate
Yom Haatzmaut. 1 asked my teacher, eagerly and point-blank,
why he disagreed. In his usual manner, he gave me a precise,
illuminating answer.

"Hazon Ish's answer comprises two complementary points,
each in itself significant, none of which can be fully appreciated
without the other.

Halakhic Authority

"In principal, apcording to Halakhah, we certainly do have the
authority to establish a day of joy and Hanel for a saving event
of this magnitude. Moreover, if we appreciate the event as such,
we have a duty to do so Hazon Ish was very specific and ex-
plicit in emphasizing that there are no 'technical' objections
to it, on the ground of the restriction of tradition or the inade-
quacy of our rabbinic authority.

"It is only with regard to fast days, fixing them for posterity,
that Halakhah poses fundamental restraints. (That is why Ha-
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zon Ish was also against instituting an official mourning day to
commemorate the Holocaust.)

"As far as our inherent halakhic duty to express, properly and
publicly, our gratitude to God for His redemptive providence,
in ritual and liturgic ways, as enactment for future generations,
we have both the right and authority to do so. Now what about
our response to the State?

"Hazon Ish felt that Yom Haatzmaut is considered by its up-
holders not as a regular thanksgiving day for a specific redemp-
tive event, but as pregnant with definite messianic meaning: as
a day which heralds and constitutes an element of the Messianic
Era. This is the core of the problem.

"Hazon Ish was very alarmed by undue messianic overtones.
In [ine with The rabbinic trend, fostered and confirmed by the
calamities of false messionism during the ages (especially the
Sabbateanism of the 17th century), he feared and fought hasty
and unqualified messianic fervor and indulgence. Historical re-
ality, insisted Hazon Ish, must be assessed with clarity and ob-
jectivity, not with blind and willful passion. Divine promises are
His domain. Divine demands are ours. Our duty must not be af-
fected by our reliance on His promises but must express our
compliance with His demands. For example: There is a Divine
promise that on the Sixth year of the Sabbatical cycle, God will
provide a special blessing of bounty to suffice for the Seventh
(Lev. 25:20-22). Nevertheless, this blessing promised by God
is of no concern for the halakhist, who must make his decisions
concerning the feasibility of conducting Sheviit purely on mun-
dane economic calculations without any reliance on any super-
natural factors, even when promised by God. Tithe natural con-
ditions, seen by human eyes and understood by human reason,
are not conducive to the fulfillment of the Sabbatical law, we
must not rely on any miracle, even if it was Divinely promised
(cf., his work on Sheviit, 18:4). We are not privy to the in-
scrutable domain of prophetic promises, nor of the nature of
their fulfillment. Our only way of evaluating reality is with cold
and bold objectivity.

"Concerning Yom Haatzmaut, is it the beginning of messianic
fulfillment or not? Here too, insisted Hazon Ish, we must apply

114



Hazon Ish on the Future of the State of Israel

hard and cautious examination It all hinges on the way we per-
ceive and sense the State, its historical significance and endur-
ability for generations to come, in political, realistic terms, with-
out being influenced one way or another by prophetic or messi-
anic terminology. Halakhah must consider only the obvious, not
the mysterious. The mysteries belong to God; we deal only with
what is revealed.

"Thus we examine the meaning of the State of Israel by ha-
lakhic categories: Is it really, from the point of view of our
limited human judgment, the beginning of redemption? Is it
certainly and clearly a positive, constructive redemptive act?

"Time will tell.' This is the gist of Hazon Ish's response, that
by malice or stupidity (or both) is now distorted and repeated
as if it were a terrible pronouncement of doom. Here are the
words of the great sage, the way I heard them myself from his
holy mouth. They constitute the second point of his overall

reply:
Historical Evaluation

"It is impossible to properly evaluate a great historical event,
while we are still very much a part of it. We need the advantage
and vantage of time and the benefit of its perspective." So
claimed Hazon Ish with his typical humility and remarkable in-
sight. Who knows, mused he with grave trepidation and deep
concern, what may transpire after such an unprecedented, revo-
lutionary stage in the long history of Jewish dispersion and
suffering. We are still amidst this revolution; within war and
conflict. We still pay with tears and blood, with heroic victims
and bereft survivors.

"Hazon Ish pointed out that political, economic and interna-
tional situation is not yet closer (it was then around 1950) :
The recognition of the State is not yet settled; its borders in-
secure, and not yet finally delineated; its wars not yet over; its
relations with its neighbors not yet resolved. In short, with all
our joy and hope, we must be somberly aware that the present
is still full' of hazard and complexity.

"Objectively — and only objectively, not emotionally is the
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way the pure halakhist must respond, insisted Hazon Ish — it
is very possible that the declaration of independence, we are
at this moment so deeply moved to celebrate., may be just that:
a declaration. In theory, we must admit, it is quite possible that
after a few years we may, in tragedy and horrible disappoint-
ment, lose this independence and things will turn back the way
they were, if not worse. Even while we hope and pray for the
best, we must always be apprehensive and ready for the worst.
We must never react to historical events euphorically or rashly.

"It is premature today, said the sage, to posit any official
rabbinic position, theological or halakhic, on the validity, mean-
ing and significance of the State of Israel. At this moment, there
is no point in establishing a holiday and requiring the recitation
of Hanel. When, then, will this be possible? Only after a decade
or two may we be able to tell. Then, we hope, the wars will be
over, peace achieved, the borders enlarged and secured, pros-
perity prevail, and the State recognized by all as an unshakable
fact, unquestionable sovereignty. Meanwhile, we must wait and
see, pray for redemption, but also be prepared for any other
eventuality.

"Hazon Ish, contrary to current claims, did not "predict" nor
"proclaim" any destruction of the State. He ardently prayed for
its success and continued growth. But, clear-minded and cau-
tious as he was, he felt we must give the State some time to
prove its firmness and endurability. Like good and clear wine,
historical events too must undergo distillation; let the ferment
calm down, and the wine emerge in its clarity and potency.

"We must never be oblivious to disastrous possibilities inherent
in any new "birth" in history. Even with regard to the birth of
a new human baby, Halakhah recognizes a month period of
"waiting," to make sure the infant is not a "nefel" (a premature
"failure"). For the birth of the State, however, Hazon Ish allot-
ted a reasonable waiting period of a decade or two, not in an-
tagonistic anticipation of its disintegration, but rather with ten-
der and fervent prayers and yearnings for its sure and safe con-
tinuity.

"Hazon Ish did not live to see his dream come true: the con-
stant growth and progress of the State of Israel during its crucial
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formative three decades. Hazon Ish did not live to witness the
glorious victory of the Six-Day War, nor the miraculous libera-
tion and unification of Jerusalem. I can only imagine his ex-
uberant joy. Would he have then changed his mind about Yom
Haatzmaut and Hallel? Probably not. With the increased wisdom
of his old age, I surmise, he would have still postponed his final
decision. He would have still waited for complete peace, security,
for cessation of bloodshed and danger — for which we are still
yearning.

"But one thing is perfectly clear: The State of Israel success-
fully passed the halakhic test of Hazon Ish. It is thriving and
approaching, with renewed vigor and faith, its fourth decade
It is an incontestable reality. And with trembling supplication
in our hearts, we feel confident that with God's help, it will re-
main so forever, until the coming of Messiah.

"Now that the State did survive the period of "waiting" assigned
to it by Hazon Ish, his initial, incisive diagnosis is still valid.
We must always be alert; we must constantly face historical
reality with both open eyes to see the dangers and an open heart
to appreciate the unfolding redemptive possibilities.

"Hazon Ish often said to me that we need not indulge in defin-
ing the era of redemption nor its exact "beginning." If this is
not included in the prohibitive category of hishuv haketz (es-
chatological calculation), it is certainly a waste of time. Since
the commencement of Galut, and throughout our heroic journey
on the road of the messianic "Two Millennia' (AZ 9b), each and
every day is a new "beginning" of redemption, leading and
bringing us closer to it. Now, as far as the era of redemption
itself, all definitions and theories are futile. If our eyes are open,

our hearts beating, and our minds alert, when the great day will
come — we will know."
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The Gemara begins to discuss whether it is permissible to
emigrate from Babylonia to Eretz Yisrael:
T 277 I UMNWHR M X131 — R Zeira was evading
Rav Yehudah, bxqwryxb POMY Ry31 — because [R’ Zeira]
desired to ascend from Babylonia to Eretz Yisrael and Rav
Yehudah protested against his doing 50.5" Rav Yehudah held that
R’ Zeira’s anticipated move to Eretz Yisrael was prohibited
T 27 18XT — because Rav Yehudah said:  baan iy by
Y2 121 Y%7 Y55 — Whoever ascends from Babylonia to

Eretz Yisrael transgresses a positive commandment,

— as it says:

"UTTRRI BIVR YIRR O T v pw N3 N33, — They will be
brought to Babylonia and they will be there until the day that
Lattend to them — the word of Hashem — when I shall bring
them up and return them to this place.™

R’ Zeira explains why, according to his view, this source does
not prohibit a person from emigrating from Babylonia:
K7 127) — And R’ Zeira maintained that naw Y933 xwn
3n32 — that verse was written in regard to the sacred utensils
of the Temple, as can be seen from the context.” God declares
that those vessels shall remain in Babylonia, but people are
permitted to go to Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Yehudah responds that immigration to Eretz Yisrael is
prohibited, citing a new source:
TP 37 — And Rav Yehudah said:  xyrnx x1p ama -~
There is another verse written in this regard:® nyawn,,
"N I NITIRD IR Nikaya obw nina oanx — I have
adjured you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by gazelles or by
hinds of the field ete. should you wake or rouse the love until
it pleases. This verse teaches us, metaphorically, that we are
bound by an oath not to ascend to Eretz Yisrael until the Final
Redemption.®!

R’ Zeira interprets this source differently:
K11 37 — And R’ Zeira maintained that 1y xby xwmm
N3 YR — that verse in Song of Songs means only that the
Jewish people should not converge upon Eretz Yisrael in a wall

Y

of force.” But if an individual wishes to settle there, that is
permitted.
Rav Yehudah presents another source:
77 271 — And Rav Yehudah said that it is prohibited by oath
for even an individual to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael because
AN RPNK Myawi,, — there is another verse reading, I have
adjured you, O daughters of Jerusalem etc. that is written in
Song of Songs. ™
R’ Zeira re-interprets this new verse:

XM 37 — And R’ Zeira maintained that mY WM KNI
Ry 0372 w1 371a% — that second verse is needed in
conjunction with the teaching of R’ Yose the son of R’
Chanina, m%3%%7 niyiaw whw mxT — for [R’ Yose the son
of R’ Chanina] said: In regard to what actions were these
three® oaths administered? mima Yy Yy KbY N — (1)
One is that the Jewish people should not converge upon Eretz
Yisrael in a wall of force; nx xm 9173 witen yRwy nox)
5% — (2) and one is that the Holy One, Blessed is He,
adjured the Jewish people DY%1wi NN 1M XYY — not to
rebel against the nations of the world; TR YRy nnx)
D213 I N RT3 ~ (3) and one is that the Holy One,
Blessed is He, adjured the idolaters 173 1maynwr xHw
XTI 015X — not to subjugate the Jewish people more
than is sufficient.” In any case, R’ Zeira’s point was that indi-
viduals were never adjured to avoid immigration to Eretz Yisrael.
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13. The Oaths are Divine Decrees and Not a Prohibition

1. Thus explained the Maharal who wrote: “That Hashem, may He be Blessed, decreed this matter
on Israel to be in Exile...as a result He decreed that they should not rebel against the Nations to
leave from under their control...He decreed that they should not ascend like a wall which is ‘in-

gathering’ and it will nullify the scattering.”1% The Maharal does not use the expression of “He
made you swear” rather “He decreed” since thus was the order of reality established, and he also
explicitly wrote “The Three Oaths which are The Three Decrees.”1%

2. Ha-Rav Kasher also explained the Maharal’s words that Hashem prevents us from ascending

like a wall, and when it is possible to ascend like a wall, it is a sign that the decree has been nulli-
fied.195

3. And similarly Ha-Rav Yisraeli, that thus Hashem decreed upon us a decree of exile that we will
not succeed in ascending like a wall, “If so, in fact it is stated that the commandment to conquer
[the Land] exists, but we are not able to fulfill it on account of compulsion.”1%

4. And our Rabbi Ha-Rav Tzvi Yehudah similarly wrote regarding the issue of the settlement, in-
heritance and conquest of the Land: “If during the duration of the generations of Exile we were
found in situations of compulsion, on account of all of our reality of Exile, the spiritual and physi-
cal, and on account of the non-Jewish authorities who established its decree in our Land, since be-
cause of them any essence of the possibility to fulfill this severe mitzvah in its fullness was taken
from us, this obviously does not infringe on the essential obligation of the mitzvah and all of the

make-up of its matter, just as any mitzvah is not marred on account of a compulsive situation in
which a person finds himself and impedes him from fulfilling.”197

5. And this is also implied from Shut Ha-Rivash, and these are his words: “There is no doubt that
ascending to the Land of Israel is a mitzvah..and what the prophet had said to those in Exile
‘Build houses..., 1% this is because of the Exile which was decreed upon them, and the One who
exiled them did not allow them to return until they ascended in the days of Koresh, and now too
one of the Three Oath which The Holy One, Blessed be He, made Israel swear not to ascend like a

wall.”1% If so, the wall is only an obstacle to ascending to the Land of Israel on account of the
Kingdoms, under the direction of the Master of the Worlds, and when the obstacle is removed
such as by Koresh, the mitzvah returns and is renewed. And in the continuation of his words:

“The settling of the Land of Israel is not a commandment limited to a certain time but a com-
mandment which exists for the generations.”

6. This is also implied from the Responsa of the Rashbash: “In truth, this commandment is not a
commandment which includes the entirety of Israel in the Exile which now exists, but it is a gen-
eral hindrance, % as our Sages stated in the Talmud in Ketubot, that it stems from the Oaths which
The Holy One, Blessed be He, made Israel swear not to rush the End, and not to ascend like a
wall.”

And the wall is the hindrance to the entirety of Israel ascending, like he relates in the continua-

tion of his words that there are also hindrances for individuals such as finding a wife, learning to-
rah and making a livelihood.20



7. And the Pe’at Ha-Shulchan?® similarly ruled in the footsteps of the Rashbash, that this is on ac-

count of the compulsion, as is explained from the comparison of the hindrance of ascending to the
Land with the hindrance of offering sacrifices.

8. And our Rabbi Ha-Rav Tzvi Yehudah similarly wrote: “The One who causes all occurrences,
Blessed is He, caused by this the wall to fall, which had separated...with the barrier of the E)fﬂe
and the rulers of the Nations.”2% “The Nations caused the fall, with the command of the Divine
Providence, with formal announcements and with acts of conquests, of the wall that bY the power
of their authorities separated between us and our Land.”20¢ “The Ba]four Decla_ratlor.*t...behold
from within it and in its wake and on its basis came the full completlon‘of the exlpressmn of the
nullification of The Holy One, Blessed be He, of His Oath ‘Do not ascend like a.m.fall of the Land oi
Israel, in His actual removal of the wall by way of the revelation of the recognition of the‘ rulers o

the Nations...”205 “It fell by the word of Hashem to nullify this Oath, by way of the public procla-
mation of the Kings of the lands.”20

“And this voice of the Living God and King of the Worlds, WhilCh then i:aused the waél to f;ll
which separated between us and our Land, when He called to us: ‘Ascend! Il{e was ”c}]; ! nedviho
called to us, by His now preparing the suitable circumstances for thus, — ‘Inherit!’,2” an t e
same voice of His Torah and all of its commandments, which was heard l?y all of those w (t)}sle
forefathers’ feet stood on Mt. Sinai, He was the One who returned and obligated all of us in the
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omo knew with Divine inspiration that this nation, once it is
ensnared in exile, will plot to awaken before the appropriate time and will
be destroyed through this and will fall into troubles, he warned about this

and made it vowﬁle‘%orically (al derekh @mand said, “I adjure
you, O you daughters oF Jerusalerm” (Song of Songs 2:7).
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