PUT BUTTER ON YOUR BREAD,
DON'T PUT BUDDHA
ON YOUR HEAD

WHY IS EVERYONE WIGGING ouT:

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
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EUROPEAN HUMAN HAIR *
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TRWOWINE TTRINTR Homp Yo ‘
(zateshead Hebrew Congregaﬁon =
180 Rewvick Road, Gaweshead, NES {UF
NIRRT NPT

TENETE ¥ nae o

We would fike 1o edvise the Kehilla with the following guidelines
concrrning Sheitels,

1} According to the opinion of K™YV by whmyn PRan
Sheitels that definitcly come from India are subject t0 2  wwn
nAT AT3Y N3P0 and should not be worn even it none other s
available,

This inclodes: Miami, Yaffa, Georgie (100% human hair),
Millentum, Galit-Italia, First-lady (100% human hatr), Euro-
custom.

2} According to RN9W 197's opidion, those that are a 7av if they
come from India are permitted, as most such hairs are not
T A3y NIpn but should preferably not be purchased unti]
iditers are fully verifled,

This inctudes: Freda, Shewi, Leah, Frumma, Jacquetyn, First-iady
{blended), Pennina, Rosalyn, Gahi, Shanny, Erropean Deluzge.

[It is, however, 1 Hiddur to wear a Sheitel that definitely dues not
contain any Indian hair, which we hope will 103 be verified
shortly.|

31 At present afl synthetic sheiteis are permitted as they do not ’
$¢¢m 10 contain any hwman hair and therefore do not have a Wwwn
ar amay N3NMpn.

We have been advised by our local Supplier that 7"01 he showld
have a substantial SUPPIY of 100% kosher Sheitels within a couple

of weeks.
™ o~ ’\ ‘
f‘/“?@# q_(b{\g l’ @QJ J.\'.G«: (\OC)
e
DIYI™3 5K 340 IR IR noa sem
F-bov_nens -
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A crowd gathered to destroy wigs yesterday in about a dozen small bonfires in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.

Orthodox Jews in Brooklyn Burn Banned WigS

By THOMAS J. LUECK

An emotional upheaval within
Brooklyn’s Orthodox Jewish commu-
nity spilled into the streets yesterday
when hundreds of people gathered at
a Williamsburg intersection, piled
women’s wigs on the pavement and
burned them in a series of small bon-
fires.

The demonstration, involving
members of the Satmar community
and other Orthodox Jews, came days
after word spread that rabbinical au-
thorities in Jerusalem had ruled that
the wigs, which were made of human
hair from India, were no longer ac-
ceptable because they might have
been used in Hindu ceremonies seen
as idolatrous in Orthodox teaching.

“They just found out that the wigs
are derived from Hindu hair,” said
Miriam Friedman, 25, a neighbor-
hood resident who joined the crowd
as it gathered about 6 p.m. to burn
about 300 wigs, a few still attached to
mannequin heads, at Lee Avenue and
Rodney Street.

It was unclear why the crowd
chose to descend upon the South Wil-
liamsburg intersection, other than
its proximity to the main Satmar
synagogue, which is less than a block
away.

Yesterday's wig burnmg in Brook-
lyn followed a smaller, but similar

Symbols of modesty
are found to be at
odds with core beliefs.

spectacle on Saturday night in
Kiryas Joel , a Satmar village in'Or-
ange County. It also followed wig-
burning demonstrations in Israel
during the past week.

Some in the Brooklyn crowd said
that discarding or even burying the
wigs would not suffice, and that they
must be burned.

“We are not allowed to have any

sort of satisfaction from these
things,” Ms. Friedman said.

For thousands of Orthodox wom-
en, one of the most fundamental ten-
ets of daily life is a code of modesty
that prohibits the public display of
their hair after marriage.

In Willlamsburg, as in Borough
Park, which is home to another large
Orthodox community in Brooklyn,
women have long favored human
hair wigs over their synthetic coun-
terparts, and have been willing to
pay a premium, since human hair

wigs frequently cost $1,000 or more.

Although hair for the wigs is ob-

tained from several sources, many
wig makers in Brooklyn have rehed
on Indian suppliers.

People in the crowd said the gath-,'
ering was not intended to provoke vi-:
olence. “These are not riot fires;:
these are peaceful fires,” said David’

Wertzberger, 25, who observed the

scene about 10 p.m. “It is not a vio-.

lent situation.”

But the demonstration was not-

without incident as a small greup of
police officers struggled to control
the crowd.

By 7:15 p.m,, several piles of w1gs
had been strewn about and ignited. A
ring of people formed around.one
fire, fueled by a cardboard box filled

with wigs, and pressed so close.that .
two officers stepped in, insisting that

people move away from the flatnes.

That led to pushing and shoving; as .

the two officers moved the crowd:

back. Then a man darted inside the.
ring of people to throw yet angther’

wig on the fire, and he was re--
strained by, the two officers and Jed.
to a waiting patrol car. :

By shortly before midnight, more -
than a dozen fires had been set at or .
near the intersection of Lee Avenue;
and Rodney Street. ' .

The police said one woman_ hadi
been charged with disorderly con-~
duct. i .

Lucian M. Read for The New York Times
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Some still split hairs over wigs

Abigail Radoszkowicz

May. 20, 2004

"My husband says that the girls learned more in one day than they did during years of school," said
Miriam, a housewife from Jerusalem's Har Nof neighborhood.

She was referring to the wig crisis that caused her husband to burn her two Indian-hair wigs, deemed
the product of an idolatrous Hindu rite, in the Jerusalem Forest last Saturday night.

By Tuesday, Miriam had already bought another wig, costing $1,000 and carrying a certificate of
kashrut from the rabbi of the Ukrainian town where it was made. But Miriam was not wearing it yet,
not while most haredi women were still going wigless.

"I don't want to be suspected of doing something wrong," she said.

Still, slowly, more women could be seen wearing wigs over the past week following last Thursday's
near-universal doffing.

That day, one hat-store proprietor who had long complained of lagging sales found herself faced with
a line of customers outside her store waiting their turn to come into its small space, after the brew
that had been simmering some weeks over the question of Indian hair boiled over into a ruling by
leading haredi authority Rabbi Shalom Yosef Elyashiv forbidding Indian hair.

One wigmaker told of ending a fight between two customers over her last remaining "kosher"

human-hair wig by offering to cut it in two. Others did a brisk business in synthetic hair, long
considered old-fashioned.

Until now, wigs have served for mainstream Lithuanian and hassidic women as the strongest outward
sign of their sectarian identity within the Orthodox world. Smaller, more stringent Ashkenazi haredi
groups do not allow wigs to serve as head coverings for married women on halachic grounds.

Some have taken advantage of the situation to post wall posters calling on women never to wear wigs
again, and thereby show unity with all their religious sisters, such as the Sephardi and modern
Orthodox, who generally do not wear wigs. A modern Orthodox woman in a crocheted hat could be
overheard on a Jerusalem pavement boasting to her friends of all those rabbis who had long urged
women to throw their wigs in the garbage.

However, at this point haredi women seem to be suffering more from the damage to their appearance
than to their identity.

Liba, a young, American-born Jerusalem housewife, said, "I don't feel I'm crossing any line by

http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost/JP Article/Printer&cid=108502334... 5/21/2004 \\
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putting on a hat now, but I can understand how some women would. More important for me is that
when I look in the mirror, I don't feel as good about myself. I feel I could look a lot better [by
wearing a wig]. Like most people I know, I'm more formal and don't even take off my wig until I go
to sleep at night. I even cook with it. But I know that the rabbis are not doing this to torture us. I do
believe that the leading rabbis are sensitive to people's feelings."

"It's been a tough week, but on the other hand, the issue of idolatory, which is a cardinal sin, is not
something [ can take lightly."

A hassidic Jerusalemite admitted to feeling less than comfortable suddenly finding herself wearing a
snood, but added that her main emotion was one of pride.

"I wasn't wearing the snood because I was too lazy or too rushed to comb out my sheitel, but because
the rabbis said not to wear anything we're not sure about," she said.

Thirteen years ago, nonagenarian sage Elyashiv and the late Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
permitted Indian hair wigs, based on on-site research and by testimony by American professors of
Hinduism. However, the rite has changed since then, explained associates of Elyashiv.

The ruling was based on testimony by Elyashiv's emmisary, Rabbi Ahron David Dunner, a rabbinical

judge of London who spent two days in India, during which he visited the Hindu temple outside
Madras said to be the source of the hair.

The temple's internet site — www.tirumala-tirupati.com — explains that "the objective behind

tonsuring (shaving one's head for the Lord) is to demonstrate that he/she completely surrenders
his/her ego at the feet of the Lord."

One local professor of Indian religions said that while he didn't think that the Hindu ritual itself had

changed, he found it likely that there would be different explanations from different participants as to
its meaning,.

This was universally the case for anyone explaining the meaning of a particular religious practice to
an outsider, but for Westerners, understanding Indian phenomena was particularly baffling, he said.

Emissaries sent by leading authority Rabbi Shmuel Halevi Wosner had came back with a less clear-

cut stance regarding the Hindu rite. Haredi and other Orthodox authorities, both in Israel and abroad,
plan to send their own investigators to the scene.

r

However, in a interview in this weekend's Hamishpacha haredi weekly, Dunner said that while some
halachic authorities have taken issue with his finding, anything subsequent investigators would be
told in the foreseeable future would be colored by the worldwide publicity that the haredi wig
controversy has attracted.

Rabbis are organizing to set up kashrut boards for supervision and certification of wigs.
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The question that | am addressing in these notes concerns rituz) heir cutting (called “lonsure”)
performed at the Hindu pilgrimage center at Tirupati. My understanding of the 1ssue in question
is whether hair that is incorporated into wigs has been used in any way in rituals of 1dol ;.*.'orshio,
which would render it unsuitabie for use by Jews. ‘

My area of expertise in the study of Hinduism concerns religious practices at savied places,
especially places of pilgrimage, of which there are many in India. [did my doclord studies at
Oxtord University on Hindu pilgrimage and, as a result, I have authored and ¢ 3ied severy] books
on pilgrimage, including “Pilgrimage in the Hindu Tradition” (Oxford University Press). I do
not claim any special expertise in Tirupati per se, though it is inconceivable o me that 2 temple
of this great s1ze and national importance would in any way contravene the geacinl and clear
guidelines for ritual purity that are fundamental and common throughout the Hindu world.

Asis well-knowr, pilgrims to Tirupati consider the cutting or shaving of their hair to be one of
the two most important customs they can perform on their pilgrimage (the othzr being anointing
the image of the deiry (named Sri Venkateswara) with camphor (karpoora), $.1fron and musk).
The place where pilgrims perform tonsure at Tirupati is called Kalyana Katta. Upwards of 500
barbers operate in three shifts at Kalyana Katta to perform tonsure. The buildiny 15 equipped
with two big tonsure halls and two side balcony tonsure halls with platforms (2 scat both the
pilgrim and the barber. There are four waiting compartments and also16 min Kalvana Katias at
imporiant nearby places, to perform tonsure for pilgrims staying in cottages and guesthouses.
Pilgrims can also request to be tonsured at the cottages where they are staying. Most pilgrims
have their heads shaven completely, though a variation of cutting only three locks of hair has
emerged, as a kind of minimal level required to fulfil the ritual tonsure.

\»



Although tonsure 1s considered a particularly important custom at Tirupati, it is bv 1:0 means
unique to that temple. The cutting of the hair in rites of passage (such as from infancy to
childhood and on entering widowhood), in fulfilment of vows, and as an aspect of pilgrnimage is
known and is quitc common throughout Hindu India.

AtKalyanz Katta, bathrooms equipped with hot water are provided fur the pilgims who have
their heads tonsured. Pilgrims are directed Lo follow up their tonsure with an irimersion in the
tank in the temple grounds (Pushkarini) after which they proceed to the temple for their
encounter with the shrine deity.

There are tw,o fucts to be emphasized from this summary of tonsure at Tirupat. One is that the
hair cutting and shaving takes place in specially dedicated facilities, separate fron the temple.
The second is the pattern of bathing following tonsure.

These two customs clearly reflect Hindu notions of purity and impunty. Maintamning ritual
purty is a constant concern for Hindus, a concern that underlies the hierarchice] custe system
that underpins the social order. The primary source of defilement is contact with death and
organic wastes, primarily those from the human body, including faeces, saliva, urine,
perspiration, hair. menstrual blood, etc. Cut hair, like all organic body wastes (including the
body itself, after death) is unequivacally and universally classified as impure  Therefore shaving
WHU vuting i eitwily pullubiony chirh e e srmsadisd Ry hething

The separation of tonsure facilities from the temple proper reflects not only the tnpurity of the
hair but also the impurity of the haircutiers. Because barbers (of the Mangali casie in Andhra
Pradesh) come in contact with polluting substances like hair and fingernails. they are classified
as impure and uceupy a low status in the hierarchy of castes, similar to launderers and
shoemakers. Higher-ranked castes practice untouchability with reference to burber. in so far as
they do not accept poliuting cooked food from themn. Because people of all castes contact
barbers during tonsure at Tirupali, the custom of bathing afterwards reflects the need to repunify
not only from contact with cut hair but also to remove the impurity of having been ouched by
such a low caste person.

These reflections on caste, purity, custom and location all point to the fact that the cutting of hair
at Tirupati would not nself be part of the sacrament of the temple. Ritual purity 15 u pervasive
concern of Hindu society, and this concern is, if anything, exaggerated in rezard io preserving
the pure status of 2 temple compound. Keeping hair and those who cut it from sharing their
impurity with the deity would be of significant concern.

Why do the pilgrims cut their hair? This question is important because, cven (hough the
strictures of Hinduism are clear about the impure status of hair and hair-cutters, tunsure at
Tirupati would stil} be a feature of idol worship if the pilgrims themselves thot ghi of the cutting
of their hair us a feature of their ritual offerings and sacrifice to the shrine deity

[\-]
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1t is easier to comunent on the general tenets of Hinduism than the maotives of indvidual pilgrims.
I found 1n my own studies (in which I interviewed hundreds of Hindu pilgrims as 1o their
motives for making pilgrimage) that the motives cited were very varied, and whiiv never
contradictory to Hindu values, they did tend to be much more practical than the hugh-minded
spirituality espoused by the spokespeople for the religious tradition. Nevertheless. it has to be
recognized thut there is a difficulty in venturing what is in peoples’ minds.

This qualification having been stated, nothing | have seen imputes any motive (0 tonsure at
Tirupati that is unique from the general patterns of hair cutting in conjunction vath Hindu
religious rituals  The main motives pilgrims cite for tonsure can be summarized, us follows:

1. To mark a rite of passage. As such, the act itself is a marker of a change uf social status.

2. To demonsirate submission of the pilgrim’s ego to the deity. Har is considered u symbol of
vanity, and in order 1o prepare him- or herself to receive the full benefit of pilgrimage, the
pilgrim takes a step like tonsure to manifestly give up vanity. Overcoming the ego by showing
humility invites the deity to demonstrate his own power by acceding to the wishes of the pilgrnim,

3. To tulfill o vow. In the former case, the hair cutting was done in anticipation vt divine
intercession. In this case, hair will be cut only after the deity has been seen by the pilgnim to
have granted o wish, as if in completion of a transaction that has satisfied the "customer.”

In none of these cages is the hair itself made into an offering or a sacrifice to the leity. The
substances which are offered to the temple god are closely circumscribed in order to ensure that
ritual purity 15 muintained. In every case, the cutting of hair represents a kind »f self-sacrifice, a
personal giving up of something very close to the person, 1n the hope of, or i gratitude for, a
parallel giving on behalf of the deity.

In conclusian, while 1 do not claim special knowledge of Tirupat, from my knowledge of
Hinduism throughout India, and of pilgrimage rituals in particular, and given Tirupali’s position
as & major orthodox shrine of the mainstream, I can find no evidence to suggest that the hair
itself is incorporated into ritual offerings. It would be a vast exception to the rules of nitual
purity for tnsure to be included in an act of worship; it is, rather, preparatcry o acts for
worship, or an outward act that symbolizes a personal change in the pilgrim (whether of socizl
status, ego-status, or life circumstances). The fact that there are special sites for tonsure, and that
bathing is interposed between hair cutling and the visit to the temple shrine emphasizes the need,
in fact, to keep tonsuring and ritual worship separate, in the interests of purity.

[ hope this information is of help. 1 would be happy to answer any further questions or 10
research the subject in greater depth.

Alan Morinis, D Phil. (Oxon.)
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Mlsﬁ;na_ﬁ The Mishnah discusses another transgression punishable by stoning:

20 nTay 1AWl ~ One who serves an idol:¥  =72wi 7nx — The punishment of stoning
applies whether one serves,”  mama anx — slaughters an offering,  “wpna KXY — burns an offering,®  Inxy
7oina — pours a libation, mnnwnn Xy - bows down, ¥ mYxY 1oy Wrapn XY — accepts [an idol] upon
himself as a deity nnx 19x 1% "mKm ~ or says to it, “You are my god.”s! noina Yax — However, if one

embraces, pwin - kisses, T23nm — sweeps,

yaomm - sprinkles water,®  ynnm — washes, qom -

anoints, wnaYnm — clothes “wamm — or shoes an idol  mwyn kY3 72w — he merely transgresses a
negative commandment.”” wa 7un — If one vows in the name of [an idol)®¥ mwa 2MPBI ~ or one
swearsinitsname, nwyn X532 — he transgresses a negative commandment.’® "y 5ya% myy 130 -
Defecating to Baal Pe'or ~ nnTay R — thisisits service.'¥  ©1panb 1ax pawn — Throwing a stone to

Markulis ~  anmiay xon 1 — this is its service.lit

('b) IS APY

Rav Nachman ruled that an object offered to an idol through
any service other than one that is analogous to a Temple service
does not cause the offering to become forbidden, even if the idol is
customarily served in that manner. He further argued that theact
of throwing an object that does not shatter has no counterpart in
the Temple service. Rava challenges both of these assertions:
nnyn x9x — But now, if you say that an idol’s normal service
does not prohibit its offering if it is not analogous to a Temple
service, 17DX! 713 DWIPIR M2 IR — through what act do
the stones used in the worship of a Markulis become prohib-
ited 7

The Gemara answers:
75 anx — [Rav Nachman] said to [Raval: b Rwp Y xR ~
1, too, had this difficulty, max 72 1219 mnoxey — and 1
asked it to Rabbah bar Aviha, 27 12 xmnb max A3 92 -
and Rabbah bar Avuha asked it in turn to Chiya bar Rav,
215 a1 72 kM — and Chiya bar Rav asked it to Rav, —nm

m5 — and Rav said to him: 23213 nmay Y1ans nwy: — The
stones are forbidden because one who throws a stone at a
Markulis 1s regarded as one who enlarges an idol."!

Rava questions this answer:
T ANOK @AD 1AW P D2 nTay st xnb koun — This
explanation is satisfactory according to the one who says that
an idol of a non-Jewish idolater becomes forbidden immedi-
ately upon its construction, even if it has not yet been wor-
shiped."™ +aynw =y 7mK7 805 xR — But according to the
one who says that it is not forbidden until it is served, »7nwn
mn5s K5 k71 - [the entire Markulis mound] should be
permitted, since he never worshiped it —~ ? —

Rav Nachman responds:
% i — He said to him: 2233 nmay nwys naxy nnx 93
nnnan? nampn — Each stone added to the Markulis becomes
a part of the idol, and also serves as an offering to its
predecessors."®

Rava persists:
MNWN K KN o7 R — But if so, the last [stone], at
least, should be permitted!"® — ? —

Rav Nachman answers:
mb "pxr — He said to him: 7% ny x ~ If vou know [the
stone] that was thrown last, n%pw b — go take it!'®

Rav Ashi offers a different answer to this last question:
eR WK 37 — Rav Ashi said:  na1pn mwys nnxy nnx b2
nnnan? navpm maxyy — Each stone added to the Markulis
serves as an offering to itself, and also as an offering to its
predecessors.?!

The Gemara challenges Rav Nachman from a Mishnah:
1N — We learned in a Mishnah:® < mipp mioswxaa xyn
%3 ~ IF HE FOUND ON TOP OF {THE MARKULIS) A GARMENT

(a) If the act of worship is the normal manner of service to the
particular idol, even if this customary service consists of a disgraceful
act. The Torah cautions against performing an idol's specific service in
the following verse (Deuteronomy 12:30): nyx k5 cambxy waan
M2 TTWYRY SINOK AR AYKD 000 192y, Lest you inguire ofter their
gods, seying, "How do these nations serve their gods, and I, too, will do
the same.” The Torah specifies in later verses that one incurs the death
penalty for this (ibid. 17:3-5): ou3K32 2p%por .. ok oaSx T2y 390
wny, He went and served elien gods . . . you shall pelt them with stones,
so that they will die. [The term served implies the performance of an
idol's usual service (Rashi to Sankedrin ibid. onSxS S-n=))
{b} The idol is worshiped with any of the services that are performed
when sacrifices are offered to God in the Temple, even if such service is
not part of the idol's usual method of worship. Thus, one is liable to
death if he slaughters or burns an offering to 2n idol, pours a libation or
sprinkles blood to it, since these parallel — respectively ~ the slaughter
of Temple sacrifices, the burning of their sacrificial parts on the Altar,
the pouring of the wine libations, and the application of sacrificial blood
to the Altar in the Temple. That slaughtering to an idol incurs the
death penalty is derived in the Gemara {ibid.) from the verse (Exodus
22:19): ©omr onSKY oo, One who slaughters to the gods shall be
destroyed [the term shall be destroyed is a reference to the death
penalty; Resh: ibid.], and the other services are derived by exegesis (see
the Gemara there).

{ either of these conditions 1s not met, i.e. if one worships an idol in
a manner that is neither its normal service nor resembles the above-
mentioned sacrificial Temple services, he is not liable to death.

COINS,OR UTENSILS — 1M1 9K 1771 — THESE ARE PERMITTED
for use.®  mayy 37p — But if he found on it VINES bearing
clusters OF GRAPES, w@'9aw Yw nminuyl — WREATHS OF GRAIN,
MAYo3 DURY NI — OR WINES, OILS, FLOURS,  R¥12W 13792
mam 3:1% 237p 1@ — OR ANYTHING THE LIKES OF WHICH ARE
BROUGHT ON THE Temple ALTAR —  ™ox — IT1S FORBIDDEN to
use them, for they are assumed to have been offerings to the
idol)#  ninboy pupw num kpbwa — Now, it is understand-
able that wines, oils, and flours are forbidden, 2w py> XX
— for in each of these cases there is a substance that is similar to
that which is offered inside the Temple, 1 pPy> XX
rnaanwr — and there is an act resembling a throwing that
shatters.® mbaw bw mavyy gy *9ann xYx — But in the
cases of vines of grape clusters and wreaths of grain stalks,
KK DuD w2 kY — there is neither a substance that is similar
to that which is offered inside the Temple, ' napar pya k9
X' N7anwn — nor is there an act resembling a throwing
that shatters, Why, then, are they forbidden?
The Gemara answers:

xbw K k39 "nx — Rava said in the name of Ulla: a2
725 nYnnn yiyaw — The Mishnah is discussing a case where
[the idolater] harvested [these items] initially for this pur-
pose, i.e. for ido] worship.®? Thus, it is the act of harvesting that
causes them to become forbidden in this case.™ .up
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