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EXOpUS [i6 T Ten
= CMMANDHENT

‘God spoke all these statements, * saying:

DTIYR YK PORYET WK TIOK M oD L

37 TPYNTRY MAToY BNOK 00K 37 MK o2y nan
D723 W) NN YK WK HYHH mwa WK minn-on b
PO M 732K 72 DTRYD K'Y} gy Mopwn K7 yIx? nops
ARIwY DYaOY) YRYby oyatby nak iy T8 Kip by

The Ten 21 am HasHeM, your God, Who has taken you out of the land of Egypt,

Comnnirrzg from the house of slavery.
3 You shall not recognize the gods of others in My presence. 4 You ' 1 ! + >
shal.l not make yourself a carved image nor any likeness of that which {,N l:; f?f"«‘~”’~:"f’:f/’>""jw {:D Coalad
is in the heavens above or on the earth below or in the water beneath ) ; l

the earth. 5 You shall not prostrate yourself to them nor worship thern,

for [ am HASHEM, Yyour God — a jealous God, Who uisits the sin of fathers

upon children* to the third and fourth generations, for My enemies; :, B (} / . N r{/j
AN - e, (2 [ S
220~ el

@) Kuzagi [R Yewedad M LEY] oo ~1iYE]

10. Al Khazari: Indeed, T see myself compélled to
ask the Jews, because they are the relic of the Children
of Tsrael. For I see that they constitute in themselves
the evidence for the divine law on earth.

He then invited a Jewish Rabbi, and asked him
about his belief.

11. The Rabbi replied: I believe in the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, who led the children of
Israel out of Egypt with signs and miracles ; who fed
them in the desert and gave them the land, after having
made them traverse the sea and the Jordan in a miracu-
lous way; who sent Moses with His law, and subse-
quently thousands of prophets, who confirmed His law
by promises to the observant, and threats to the dis-
obedient. Our belief is comprised in the Torah—a
very large domain.

12. T had not intended to ask any Jew, because I
am aware of their reduced condition and narrow-
minded views, as their misery left them nothing com-
mendable. Now shouldst thou, O J ew, not have said
that thou believest in the Creator of the world, its
Governor and Guide, and in Him who created and

keeps thee, and such attributes which serve as evi-
dence for every believer, and for the sake of which He
pursues justice In order to resemble the Creator in His
wisdom and justice ?

25. The Rabbi: In this way I answered thy first
question. In the same strain spoke Moses to Pharaoh,
when he told him : ‘ The God of the Hebrews sent me
to thee,” viz. the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
For Abraham was well known to the nations, who also
knew that the divine spirit was in contact with the
patriarchs, cared for them, and performed miracles for
“them. He did not say: “The God of heaven and

"earth,” nor ‘my Creator and thine gent me’ In the
same way God commenced His speech to the assembled
people of Israel: ‘I am the God whom you worship,
who has led you out of the land of Egypt,’ but He did
not say: ‘I am the Creator of the world and your
Creator” Now in the same style I spoke to thee, a
Prince of the Khazars, when thou didst ask me about
my creed. I answered thee as was fitting, and is
fitting for the whole of Israel who knew these things,
first from personal experience, and alfterwards through
uninierrupted tradition, which is equal to the former.
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@ RAMBAM - Gune To The PeReigren [T .21

You‘ who study my Treatise, know that something similar to what
happens to sensory apprehensions happens likewise to intellectual
apprehensions in so far as they are attached to matter. For when you
see with your eye, you apprehend something that is within the power of
your sight to apprehend. If, however, your eyes are forced to do something
they are reluctant to do—if they are made to gaze fixedly and are set the
task of looking over a great distance, too great for you to see, or if you con-
template very minute writing® or a minute drawing?® that is not within
your power to apprehend — and if you force your eye, inspite of its reluctance,
to find out the true reality of the thing, your eye shall not only be too weak
to apprehend that which you are unable to apprehend, but also too weak to
apprehend that which is within your power to apprehend. Your eye shall
grow tired, and you shall not be able to apprehend what you could apprehend
before having gazed fixedly and before having been given this task. A
similar discovery is made by everyone engaging in the speculative study
of some science with respect to his state of reflection.* For if he applies
himself to reflection and sets himself a task demanding his entire attention,?
he becomes dull and does not then understand even that which is within
his scope to understand. | For the condition of all bodily faculties is, in this
respect, one and the same. Something similar can happen to you with
regard to intellectual apprehensions. For if you stay your progress because
of a dubious point; if you do net deceive yourself into believing that there
is a demonstration with regard to matters that have not been demonstrated;
if you do not hasten to reject and categorically to pronounce false any
assertions whose contradictories have not been demonstrated; if, finally,
you do not aspire to apprehend that which you are unable to apprehend —
you will have achieved human perfection and attained the rank of Rabdi
Agiba, peace be on him, who entered in peace and went out in peace® when
engaged in the theoretical study of these metaphysical” matters. If, on the
other hand, you aspire to apprehend things that are beyond your apprehen-
sion; or if you hasten to pronounce false, assertions the contradictories of
which have not been demonstrated or that are possible, though very

remotely so—you will have joined Elisha Aher.® That is, you will not only
not be perfect, but will be the most deficient among the deficient; and it
shall so fall out that you will be overcome by imaginings and by an inclina-
tion toward things defective, evil, and wicked —this resulting from the
intellect’s being preoccupied and its light’s being extinguished. In a similar
way, various species of delusive imaginings are produced in the sense of
sight when the visual spirit® is weakened, as in the case of sick people and
of such as persist in looking at brilliant or minute objects.
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did the Holy One, blessed be He, choose them? Because C/’GV AN

all the nations rejected the Torah and refused to accept

it, but Israel gladly chose the Holy One blessed
and His Torah. ~ y , blessed be He,
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[28] Rabbi Elazar HaKappar says: Jealousy, lust and g!gry remove a man («_zm
th Id. W\ - Y Nt LA
e wor /\)_Xl}}\ DA \ NrAS AR B! { \ i
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(2] Shimon the Righteous was among the survivors of the Great Assembly. He
used to say: The world depends on three things — on Torah study, on thes : ;
service [of God), and on kind deeds, 7 'fﬁ), ?nﬂ/\ : ’?Q) Y 5(2

(3) devreeos My [4 53}
For ask now of the days that are past, which were A5 UK (aE
before you, since the day that God created man upon 13,  =—emT

the earth, and from one side of heaven to the other, x5 ik ‘Djaa"mb ;]155[? PR Dﬂij-! ‘nwﬁs‘? °NJ-V73$Q

whether there has been any such thing as this great
thing, or whether anything has been heard like it?
Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out

AT DAY MR ) DR YR yake-by b | Yy
AT DK Y% By Yow aha v K i S 3

of the midst of fire, as you have heard, and livedp NUR? K37 o moyy i o DX DYRUTIWRI WX IR

Or has God ventured to go and take Him a nation YTURTRIT TAIMHATRN hemN nrixa‘nona M 2990 iy 1
from the midst of another nation by trials, by signs, D72¥"3 D7k M 03 YK 737 09m DRIMN T,
and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, Y,

and by a stretched out arm, and by great terrors,
according to all that the Lord, your God did for you
In Egypt before your eyes?

(B RAHBAM - Misne Toray

.+ . Israel did not believe in Moses, our teacher,

because of the miracles he did, For when one’s emu-

nah (belief or realization) is based on miracles, a

lurking doubt always remains in the “heart” (mind

or understanding) that it is possible that these signs

were performed with the aid of special occult powers

and/or witchcraft. All of the miracles that were per-

formed by Moshe in the desert, he did because they AN pij@rcieg
WEre necessary, and not as a proof of his prophecy... et L
What then was the basis of their (the Jewish people’s) S
emunah? The Revelation at Mt. Sinai, which we saw TEAQTI I
with our own eyes, and heard with our own ears, not

having to depend on the testimony of others . . . and

therefore it says, 'Face to face, God spoke with you

(the Jewish people).’

The Rambam here sets forth the fundamental principle
of the historical argument.

The revelation at Sinai itself is the sole proof that
Moses' prophecy (the entire Torah) is truth . . . Be-
fore this event they didn't “believe” with an emunah
which would have endured forever, but only with a
belief that would have eventually been followed by
doubts and speculation . . .
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! God spoke to Moses at Mouns Sinai? telling him to ! speak to the Israel-
ites and say to them:
When you come to the land that | am giving you, the land must be given 2

rest period, a sabbath to God. ? For six years you may plant your fields, prune -~

N — .
your vineyards, and harvest your crops, ¢ but the seventh year is a sabbath of '\‘E}LEUU(( Ul

sabbaths for the land* It is God's sabbath during which you may not plant

/
- e

your fields, nor prune your vineyards. * Do not harvest crops that grow on w r’LS . 3*6‘(

their own® and do not gather the grapes on your unpruned vines,® since i is a
year of rest for the land.

¢ [What grows while}® the land is resting may be caten by you, by your
male and female slaves, and by the employees and resident hands who live
with you. ’ All the crops shall (also] be eaten by the domestic and wild animals
that are in your land.

'* Keep My decrees and safeguard My laws. If you keep them, you will live
in the land securely. '* The land will produce its fruit, and you will eat your
fill, thus living securely in {the landL

™ 1f you ask, “What will we eat_in the seventh year ?

We have not planied nor have we harvesied crops.”

" 1 will direct My blessing to you in the sixth year, and [the land] will pro-
duce enough crups for three years. ¥ You will therefore be eating your old
crops when you plant [after]® the eighth year. You will saill be eating your old
crops until the crops of the ninth year are ripe.

# Since the land is Mine, no land shall be sold permanently. You are for:
eigners and resident alicns as far as 1 am concerned,

@ Exstus @“(

21 "Six days shall you work and on the seventh day you shall desist; you shall

desist from plowing and harvesting. 2 You shall make the Festival of Weeks
. with the first offering of the wheat harvest; and the Festival of the Harvest shall
be at the changing of the year. 2 Three times a year all your males shall appear
before the Lord HASHEM, the God of Israel. * For | shall banish nations before

you and broaden your boundary; no man will covet® your land when you go

up to appear before HASHEM, your God, three times a year.

@ Levicus [l

+ I Astem spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying to them. 2 Speak to the

Children of [srael, saying: These are the creatures that you may eat from

among all the animais that are upon the earth. > Everything among the animals

i
i
{

that has a split hoof, which is completely separated into double hooves, and
that brings up its cud — that one you may eat. * But this is what you shall
not eat from among those that bring up their cud or that have split hooves:
the camnel, for it brings up its cud, but its hoof is not split — it is unclean to
you; * 5 and the hyrax, for it brings up its cud, but its hoof is not split — it is
unclean to you; & and the hare, for it brings up its cud, but its hoof is not split —
it is unclean to you; 7 and the pig, for its hoof is split and its hoof is completely
separated, but it does not chew its cud — it is unclean to you. 8 You s_hall not
eat of their flesh nor shall you touch their carcass — they are unclean to you.
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(13)bEV TERMMY [u: 26 23]

See, | present before you today a blessing and a curse. ' The blessing: that
you hearken to the commandments of HASHEM, your God, that | command

* you today. 2 And the curse: if you do not hearken to the commandments of

HasHem, your God, and you stray from the path that I command you today, to
follow gods of others, that you did not know. ’
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MI92PT) OTD QDK MR I WK odTYR mm myn oK -
WK I DRI0) DPEK T myntox wnwn KToK
XY X DK DK TR N3%7 ohT mank mwn PN
- oy

5



