SEPARATION ANXIETY

The Chevra Kadisha’'s Role in
Comforting The Soul As It Exits The Body

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
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The Gemara finally arrives at the correct interpretation:

1M %K M3 kST nuvp meat XSx — Rather, the Baraisa
speaks of those who marry young girls that are not yet capable
of reproducing. 11137 K7 —~ For R' Yose said: 71712 px
Q3w ninwin 53 192w 1y k3 - The son of Davidi® will not
come until all the souls are vacated from guf,'? -nxw
TINWY UK MInwn QoY uebn maoa, — as it is stated: For a
spirit from before Me shall be late-born, and the souls that I
have made.'®
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Antoninus and Rebbi discuss the precise moment the soul
enters the person:
1m7% owmvix 3% K1 — And Antoninus also asked Rebbi:
BIR2 2 nmxn w — When is the soul placed into man?
a1pe nywn ~ ls it from the moment of “attention”tV X
Ay nywn — or from the moment of the embryo's forma-
tion?2 1% 7ax — [Rebbi] said to him: n17'y nywn ~ It is
from the moment of the embryo's formation that it receives a
soul. 5 anK -~ [Antonious]saidtohim: "w3%wAnnwex
n9n k53 om Aaw5w nmy — Can a piece of meat remain for
even three days without salt nmmon Xt — and not become
putrid?¥  nppe nywn xYx - Must it not be, rather, that the
soul enters the person from the moment of “attention” 7"
37 1ax — Rebbi remarked: owawix wnS ar n3 ~ This
matter did Antoninus teach me? s yngn x7pm — and
Scripture supports him, M= 7Y n1En,, mxw ~ forit
is stated: And ‘Your attention' has guarded my spirit."s!
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‘'nrT nnnY Aen — and a forming for the Resurrection
115 N npxw — which does not stand
707'¥2 2021 %9 - there was not written in its forming 111 1w - adouble r?
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The philosophers have already explained that the bodily faculties
impede in youth the attainment of most of the moral virtues, and al] the
more that of pure thought, which is achieved through the perfection of the
intelligibles that lead to Passionate love of Him, may He be exalted. For it
Is impossible that it should be achieved while the bodily humors are jn

stricken with years and approaches death, this apprehension increases very
Powerfully, joy over this apprehension and a great love for the object of

indicated with reference to the deaths of Moses, Aaron, and Miriam that

the three of them died by a kiss. They said* that the dictum [of Scripture],
And Moses the servan: of the Lord died there in the land of Moab by the
mouth of the Lord,*® indicates that he died by a kiss. Similarly it is said of
Aaron: By the mouth of the Lord, and died there +° And they said of Mirigm
in the same way: She also died by a kiss. But with regard to her it is not said,
by the mouth of the Lord; because she was a woman, the use of the figurative

the apprehension [ that is achieved in a state of intense and passionate love
for Him, may He be exalted, a ksss, in accordance with its dictum : Let him
kiss me with the kisses of his mowth, and so on 5 [The Sages], may their
memory be blessed, mention the occurrence of this kind of death, which in

shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be ar thy rear.®* After having
reached this conditjon of enduring bermanence, that intellect remains ing

us.
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The Gemara explores further aspects of the soul's experience
after death.
13X 737 " — R’ Abahu said:  nna upa ovimixw by -
Everything that [people] say in the presence of a corpse  yn
— is known by that person’s soul 55u8now Ty — until the
top of the casket is closed over the body prior to burial * Once
this occurs, the soul no longer perceives what is said by the living.

A dispute is presented concerning this point:
2V PYnw Ry a3 ahs - R Chiya and R’ Shimon the
son of Rebbi disagree concerning this. BROW Y IRK M
%5u7 — One saysthat until the top of the casket is closed, the
deceased 13 aware of what is said in the presence of his corpse.
W3 Yoy 1y K MM — And the other one says that the
deceased remains aware of these things until the flesh of his
corpse decomposes in the grave.

The Gemara finds a Scriptural allusion to each of these views:
W33 53¢ 1y 1k 1xn — The one who says until the flesh
decomposes can claim the support of Scripture, 3'n37 - forit
is written:  +Yaxn 1by wop 3x1 POy Vw3 k., — But his
flesh will be pained over its (demise], and his soul shall mourn
itself ¥ Y5, BAP'W TV KT 1k ~ And the one who says
until the top of the casket is closed can likewise adduce
Scriptural support,  3'n37 ~ for it is written: apyn awn,,
UYMW yax7-5y — The dust shall return to the earth as it
was etc., and the spurit returns to God, Who gave 1.

The second part of this verse is expounded:
1337 un -~ The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 1nwn mam,,
U AWK oabxa9x — Scripture statesit AND THE SPIRIT
RETURNS TO GOD, WHO GAVE IT. From the seemingly superfluous
phrase “Who gaveit,” we expound: 7% Mmmw M1y mn - Be
careful to GIVE IT [the soul], back TO HIM [(God] LIKE HE GAVE ITTO
YOU.  7mava - Just as when God gives a soul to a person at
birth, it is in a pristine state oF PURITY, {Iava nnk gx —
SO TOO, YOU must see to it that when you return this soul at

the time of death, it is likewise in a state of PURITY. unsullied by
sin.

The Baraisa elaborates:
B7) W32 191% Swn — IT IS ANALOGOUS TO a situation where A
KING OF FLESH AND BLOOD ~ 1739 nuabm 'mi3 »5nw — pis.
TRIBUTED ROYAL APPAREL TO HISSERVANTS.  DiSo'p 113w g
KO3 MM ~ THOSE AMONG [THE SERVANTS] WHO WERE WISE
FOLDED the clothes AND PLACED THEM IN A BOX for safekeeping
MK 173 Wy11557 173w 2WeL - And THOSE AMONG THEM WHO
WERE FOOLISH donned these garments and WENT AND PER.
FORMED LABOR WITH THEM. 0™5 — SOMETIME LATER, wpn
173 MK 1913 - THE KING REQUESTED that HIS GARMENTS be
returned to him.  pyman 1aws % o jmaw 1’Mps — THOSE
servants WHO HAD BEEN WISE RETURNED THEM TO [THE KING)
clean and NEATLY PRESSED, for they had properly safeguarded
these garments and had seen to it that they remained pristine.
1392150 17w 1% DI M3V PWEL — THOSE WHO HAD BEEN
FOOLISH, however, RETURNED THEM TO [THE KING] SOILED, for the
garments had become dirty while they labored in them. npy
P2 NKIP% 79171 — THE KING GREETED THE WISE servants WITH
HAPPINESS, ]WBL NXIp% 9y31 — AND GREETED THE FOOLISH
servants WITHANGER. 7K 7Rpd 5y — CONCERNING THE WISE
servants HE SAID:  1¥I1xY %95 N — LET MY GARMENTS that |
entrusted to these people BE PLACED directly N my CHEST, for
their royal stature is undiminished; ¢ 2wS anb ey om -
AND as for the wise servants themselves, LET THEM GO back TO
THEIR HOMES IN PEACE. X WL YY1 — BUT CONCERNING THE
FOOLISH servants HE SAID:  ©213% 1093 — LET MY GARMENTS
that I entrusted to these fools BE GIVEN TO A LAUNDERER, for in
their present state they are unbefitting royalty ™  wann jm
9110%3 M3~ And as for these servants themselves, LET THEM
BE CONFINED IN PRISON for their irresponsible behavior.

The Baraisa cancludes:
KT P2 WYIPA R ~ SO ITIS WITH THE HOLY ONE. BLESSED IS HE:
IMK DPTY YW e Yy — CONCERNING THE BODIES OF THE
RIGHTEOUS, He is pleased with the way they safeguarded their
souls, and HE SaYS:#®  ~mnmown 5y mn oby X2, — LETHIM
COME IN PEACE; LET THEM REST UPON THEIR COUCHES: ie. their
bodies shall rest peacefully in the grave. MK KT npws by -
AND CONCERNING THE SOULS |OF THE RIGHTEOUS), HE SAYS:
TENOR IYI MY OIK WEI MM, ~ MAY THE SOUL OF MY
MASTER BE BUNDLED IN THE BUNDLE OF LIFE.®  Sw jon by
IR KW owws - However, CONCERNING THE BODIES OF THE
WICKED. HE SAYSY' mwwY 71 mx bW 'K, ~ THERE SHALL

BE NO PEACE, SAYS GOD, FOR THE WICKED. K X1 1nmws Sy —
AND CONCERNING THEIR SOUL HE SAYS:!!  Ji'x wo;y nx,,
V727 92 1103 SRy — AND AS FOR THE SOUL OF YOUR ENEMY.,
MAY [GOD] SLING IT AS FROM THE HOLLOW OF A SLING!
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