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Rava responds! \

MY qmx — [Rava] said to {Abaye]: xnwi 33 — Now then!
What is the comparison? X %% ™n 125 xnmix ani1 — There,
in the case of “half a woman," Fiddushin 1s invald because a
woman is not eligible to be married to two men. 2" X733 Xox
— But aman, vn % x5 m —ishe not eligible to marry
two women?" Since he in fact can do so, we may infer that when
he says: “Become betrothed to half of me,” b xR M — this
is all he means to say to her:  xy2'03 mNx 2omY KV IR —
That if I should wish to marry another woman afier you, I shall
have the permission to marry her.2¥

(ﬁa\ A LpRA @ Vevamg

m 33 7x — Indeed, itisso that the verse. . . and becomes [a wife]
to another man, which teaches that even afier the fact kiddus
does not take effect, applies only to the case of a wife’s sig
WK NInX 1awx — Nevertheless, now that we have found tha“g
the Torah invalidates a kiddushin performed with one’s wifg
sister, 19I N1y %W — from where do we [derive] that

Torah similarly invalidates a kiddushin performed with any of the
other relatives forbidden on pain of kares? Awx ninxn 197051
— Indeed, we derive it from the case of a wife’s sister,s0 a5
follows:  nmm mwx rming m — Just as the case of a wife’s
sister is distinctive,i! My Xy — for she is a forbidden
relation to the brother-in-law, N3 a1y 5y panm - and they
are liable to receive kares for intentional [transgression of the
prohibition]  nxpn Anaaw Y - and are liable to bring a
chatas sacrifice for inadvertent [transgression], 3 won Ko
"W p — and, further, kiddushin does not take effect when
performed with her, mmy XMW Y3 X — so in any case where
[the woman] is a forbidden relation, n73 apr Sy TaTm -
and they are liable to receive Fares for her intentional [frans-
gression] nxun mnW 5y — and are liable to bring a chatas
sacrifice for her inadvertent [transgression],  na 'wsn x5
1"WIMp ~ kiddushin should not take effect. Hence, through ap-
plication of the rule of binyan av, the passage of a wife's sister
teaches that in all cases of relations forbidden on paity of kares,
kiddushin does not take effect.
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re the Seriptural denvations for several jawe pertaming to the sofan

Among the issues dealt wilh un that day we
Our chapter beging with these eXposibions, and 1o conjunction with ths digresses to discuss numerous other matters
expounded on that day-

ARIX PP oMW 2w - Just as the waters test her, smix ppoa omn 72 — so do the waters test him,
CIRIV, IR MKW - for it is stated: And the waters shall enter; and the waters shall enter, "

5v2% amoxw owa ~ Just as she is prohibited to the husband, 5112 A1EK 93 — so is she prohibited to the
adulterer, ™ ~nzoe., UANRLL, Mmxaw — for it is stated: become defiled; and become defiled. ™ 137 1934
%30y ~ These are the words of R’ Akiva. YWID 37 “nx — R’ Yehoshua said: 2¥RTERANUNTR Y -
So did Zecharyah ben HaKatzav expound this matier!  mixmy — Rebbi says: There1s a different source for
thizlaw  -axpon, UTRBLL. AW omxn omye e — The two mentions of defilement in the passage,
namely. “become defiled," and "‘and become defiled. "™ yre expounded as follows  Syn% wnx Sy29 1nx —~ One

teaches that she 18 molubued to the husbhand, and the uther ane that she i prohibited to the adulterer. ™
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The Mishnah states:

TIDY MM LA MY — SHE REQUIRES A GET FRUM THIS ONE AN
THAT ONE. Le. if her husband returns after she remarried based
on the testimony of a single witness she requires a get {rom both

husbands.
The Gemara asks:

vIwan MWK kp%w3 - It is understandable that she needs a
get from the first husband, since in reality she 1s still married to
him.  xnx wn X5 — But why does she need a ge! from the
second hushand?  xw1 xpbys nmur — Why, it (Le her relation-

ship with aim) was merely extramarital cohabitation!* — 1

The Gemara answers:

X371 37 mx — Rav Huna said:  xw@) 71 w1k xny apn

m - It is a Rabbinic decree to require a get from the second
husband, lest [people] say that this one [the first husband]
divorced her and that one {the second husband} married her
afterward, L3 x93 XY WK NUX nxynn - and it i8 found,
1.e. people will mistakenly think, when they see the woman walk
away {rom the second '‘marriage” without a divorce, that a
married woman is Jeaving a marriage without a gef.*®
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Misfinaf The Mishnah deals with 3 woman wio remar"‘br:d hiased un testimony that her husband died, but it
15 subsequently discovered that he is 1n fact alive: -
am npnb nhva Yonw nwxa — Concerning a woman whose husband went overseas ToYs ne nh o "x;‘. -
a;ud they came and reported to her, “Your husband died,”* nowm — whereupon she went a_nfi married
another man,® abys x3 72 "My - and afterwards her first husband returned, Lh'f;s rendering her sec.ond
marriage void™ — the law in this case 1s as follows:*  ni s xyn ~ She must ?eave this one anf:i that one [her
original husband and her present partner];® s mmuingmy - and she requerﬁagel from l{)ls one and t.t.hat
omue;‘si 73In2 77 P — and she has no claim for a kesubah,™ Mz x5 ~ nor for produce,.*-‘ nim »c 7N -
nor for sustenance,” mx%53 x%1 — nor for worn-out garments’® — 5y x5 15y XY ~ neither on this one

nor on that one, i.e. she receives none of these payments {rom either the first or second husband. mmn 70 oxy
D o — And if she tock any of these payments from this one or that ¢ne, she must return them. Tm

CID) Ay yevanos

¥R MR — If [{the husband] says, RDMIR 208 Smx - 9]
will go take a second wife, wxwm P172'%) — and thereby exam-
ine myself to determine whether or not I am truly infertile, !
the law as to whether the first wife must consent to this arrange-
ment is subject to the following dispute: mx a4 Mmr — R’ Ami
said: M3qx — In this case also we say that T3N3 1IN Ry —
he must divorce her immediately and give her the kesubah,h®
X uRY — for I say that NYK Sy nwx xig 53 — who-
ever marries a second woman aside from his first wife against
that first wife’s will 73103 1AM XY — must divoree his
first wife and give her a kesubah. TmX X371 — But Rava
said: 1nwx by pwy 782 OIX XYUN - A man may marry
many women aside from his first wife, TP MY ey xm
— provided that he has sufficient resources to support them.?
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EZER}: %13 ~ For someone SUCH AS ME oy b ww —
WHO HAS TWO WIVES, NDYR NNXY K303 N0R — ONE Iving v
TIBERIAS AND ONE living INZIPPORI, im0 MW S WN — AND thus
I HAVE TWO SUCCAHS, ' mimwa AOX) RK2V3 NNR — ONE IN
TIBERIAS AND ONE IN ZIPPORI, MI2107 73100 XYW 519 ~ WHATIS
THE LAW CONCERNING WHETHER I CAN LEAVE FROM this suCCAH to
go TO that succaxn JUBX] — AND THUS FULFILL my obliga-
tion?t34!

1) ENyoten)A JuoAIGa
GERSHOM BEN JUDAH ME'OR HA—GOLAne of the first great German
talmudic scholars and a spiritual molder of German Jewry. Few biographical detaiis are known of
Gershom, most of the stories about him being of a legendary nature He was apparently born in
Metz, but his home was in Mainz {Isaac of Vienna. Or Zaru'a (1862), 2. 275), where he conducted
a yeshivah, and where he wrote the ketubbah for his second wife Bona in 1013 A tombstone in
Mainz of which the extant words are *  in memoriam. R Gershom ben R " is thought to be his
Gershom mentions only one of his teachers. Judah b. Meir ha-Kohen Leontin "from whom |
received most of my knowledge” (Responsa Meir of Rothenburg (Prague, 1895), 264). His own
best-known pupils are Eliezer the Great, Jacob b Jakar, and Isaac b Judah, the last two of

The reverence in which Rabbenu Gershom was held in subsequent generations was already

xpressed by Rashi' "Rabbenuy Gershom. may the memory of the nghteous and holy be for a
blessing, who enlightened the eyes of the exile, and upon whom we all depend and of whom all
Ashkenaz; Jewry are the disciples of his disciple” (J. Mueller (ed), Teshuvot Hakhmei Zarefat ve-
Lutir (1881). no 21) This is apparently also the source of the titie "Me'or ha-Golah" ("Light of the
Exile").

Rothenburg (loc. cit | nos. 866 and 1121). but Ehezer Nathan. who lived in Mainz a century after
Gershom, refers to them as communal takkanot (Sefer Raban (Prague, 1610) 121 b) Fifteenth-
century scholars attribute to him the ancient takkanah known as the herem ha-yishuv (Israel of
Krems' gloss to Asher b Jehiel. BB2:12). Itis pPossible that they were attributed to the great
luminary in order to give these takkanot the weight of his great authority. On the other hand. there
'S no vahid reason that takkanot ascribed to Gershom should not really be his.

Rabbenu Gershom's responsa and halakhic decisions are scattered throughout the works of the
French and German scholars, and have been collected by S Eidelberg (1955). Most itemns deal
with civil law In them he bases himself upon the Bible and Talmud alone. and only seldom refers
to the early geonim In one place he writes that he prefers the opinion of his teacher Leontin. who
likewise based himself on Scripture and Talmud (Meir of Rothenburg, loc. cit . no. 264), to that of
the famous geonim Yehudar and Sherira, but the sources of Leontin's teaching are obscure From
his works it appears that Gershom was acquainted with the general German law of his time and
was even influenced by it. His legal decisions were regarded as authoritative, particularly by
French and German scholars throughout the centuries. and nfluenced the major direction of the
halakhah in these countries

Gershom transcribed the Mishnah and the Masorah Gedolah of the Bible and corrected themn
These copies were fughly regarded by the ashorim, on account of therr accuracy He was the first
Franco-German scholar to compose selihot and other plyyutim (collected by A M Habermann,
1944) His selihot were accepted in all German communtties. most popular is the piyyut Zekhor
Bertt, included in the sefihot of Rosh Ha-Shanah They reflect the troubles and tnbulations of hig
generation and are noteworthy for therr simplicity and naturainess of expression and the emotion
with which they are imbued &
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-# Some of these questions obtained great
prominence in the centuries following the expulsion of the Jews
from Spain in consequence of the closer contact between the
Ashkenazim and the Sephardim.? On the other hand, some laxity
was indulged in by the Ashkenazim living in Turl\ev in the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries'® on the crround that R. Gershom’s
ordinance only applied to the Jews in Germany'® and that its
validity had expired at the end of the fifth millenium (1240).12
R. Joseph Caro reports that ‘not long ago’ an Ashkenazi Rabbi
in Jerusalem had married a second wife and although there were
Ashkenazi scholars present no objection had been raised by any
of them. s
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K’ Shimon continues:
N 127 — ANOTHER POINT:

Ry XYW b ey e —

A WOMAN GOES OUT from her marriage hoth VOLUNTARILY aND

INVOLUNTARILY,

WIYYT RPN AXIYIN PR WK — BUT A MAN

SENDS OUT [HIS WIFE] ONLY VOLUNTARILY.
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