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[4 Mtherearsea king from the House of David who meditates on
he Torah, occupies himself with the commandments, as did “his
neestor David, observes the precepts prescribed in the written and
he Oral Law, prevails upon Israel to walk in the way of the‘Tomh
nd to repair its breaches, and fights the battles of the Lord, it may
€ assumed that he is the Messizh. If he does these things and- suc-

eeds, rebuilds the sanctuary on its site, and gathers the dispersed of
srael, he is beyond all doubt the Messiah. He will prepare the whole
rorld Yo serve the Y.ord with one accord, s it &5 written: "For then
/ill 1 tum to the peoples a pure language, that they may all call upon
he name of the Lord to serve Him with one consent” (Zeph. 3:9).

The following is the uncensored version of the end of Kings,
h. XI.»

But if he does'not meet with full success, or is slain, it is obvious
hat he is not the Messiah promised in the Tomah, He is to be
egerded like all the other wholehearted and worthy kings of the
douse of David who died and whom the Holy One, blessed be He,
aised up to test the multitude, as it is written, “And some of them
hat are wise shall stumble, to refine among them, and to purify, and
o make white, even to the time of the end; for it is yet for the time
ppointed” (Dan. 11:33).

Even of Jesus of Nazareth wha imagi
izh, but was put to death b
i written,
ft thems
Dan. 1a:

was the Mes-
y the court, Daniel had prophesied, as it
“And the children of the violent among your people shall
elves up to establish the vision; but they shall stumble”
14). For has there ever been a greater stumbling than this?
[l the prophets affirmed that the Messiah would redeem Israel, save
hem, gather their dispersed, and confirm the commandments, But
¢ cansed Israel to be destroyed by the sword, their remnant to be
ispersed and humilisted, He was instrumental in changing the
‘orah and causing the world to err and serve another besides God.
But it is beyond the human mind to fathom the designs of the

‘reator; for our ways are not His ways, neither are our thoughts His
aoughts. All these matters relating to Jesus of Nazareth and the Ish.
13elite (Mohammed) who came after him, only served to clear the
:ay for King Messiah, to prepare whole world ip God
ith one accord, as it is written, “For then will I turn to the peoples

pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the Lord to

erve Him with one consent” (Zeph. 3:9). Thus the Messianic hope,
he Torah, and the commandments have Become familiar to icS—
opics of conversation (among the mbabitants) of the far Eies and
nany peoples, uncircumcised of heart and fesh. They are discussing
hese matters 'and the commandments of the Torah. Some say,
Those commandments were true, but have lost their validity and
re no longer bindirg”; others declare that they had an -esoteric
reaning and were not intended to be taken literally; that the Mes-
b has already come and revealed their occult significance, Bgt
hen the true King Messiah will appear and succeed, be exalted and
fted up, they will forthwith recant and realize that they have inher-
ed naught but lies from their fathers, that their prophets and fore-
ears led them astray.
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Shabbos Parshas Vayeishey
25th Day of Kislev, 5750

Based on the above, we can understand the practices followed by the Rebbeim in
connection with nittul (which generally falls on or in proximity to the Chanukah festival).
The Previous Rebbe taught that it is customary not to study Torah on that night in order

not to increase the Divine life energy present. The Previous Rebbe continued that his

father, the Rebbe Rashab, would ejther play chess (or give advice to others playing chess)
on that night.

The lesson that can be learned from this is as follows: When a Jew is in a situation which
-- because its level is very low -- he cannot elevate in a direct manner through studying
Torah, he should use that situation to produce a benefit in an indirect manner, for
example, by playing chess, a game which is connected with the intellect. Firstly, it
sharpens one's intellect, Secondly, playing successively can increase the respect with

which one is held by gentiles and thirdly, at times, it can produce a direct financial
benefit.

Similarly, each person in his own Way must use nittul in a positive way. Rather, than
merely do nothing, he should perform acts connected with wisdom, or connected with
charity and kindness, or connected with the proper functioning of his home.

In this vein, the story was once told of a yeshivah student who wore a jacket which was
missing a button. When he was asked why he did not fix it, he replied that nittul was
approaching and that he was putting off fixing it until then. The yeshivah student couldn't
conceive of time that would be spent without any positive input. Hence, knowing that he

could not study on nittul, he planned to use the time for another constructive act.
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