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7. Our Rabbis said: Even those things which you may
regard as completely superfluous to the creation of the
world, such as fleas, gnats, and flies, even they too are
included in the creation of the world, and the Holy One,
blessed be He, carries out His purpose through everything,
even through a snake, a scorpion, a gnat, or a frog.

R. Aha related this story: A man was standing by the
bank of a river when he saw a frog bearing a scorpion and
carrying it across the river; as soon as it had carried out
its commission,? it carried it back to its place.4
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2 [f an ox shall gore a man or womnan and he shall die, the ox shall surely be
stoned. * its flesh may not be eaten and the otner of the ox shall be innocent,
B But if it was an ox that gores habitually from yesterday and the defg L?e/ore
yesterday, and its owner had been warned but did not guard it, and it killed a
man or woman, the ox shall be stoned and even its owner shall die. 30 When an
atonernent-payment shall be assessed against him, he shall pay as a redemp-
tion for his life whatever shall be assessed against him. 3! Whether it gores a boy
or it gores a girl, in accordance with this judgment shall be done to hirrf. 2 [f the
ox shall gore a slave or a maidservant, thirty silver shekels shall he give to his
master, and the ox shall be stoned.

33 Jf a ran shall uncover a pit, or if a man shall dig a pit and not cover it, and
an ox or a donkey fall into it, % the owner of the pit shall make restitution. He
shall return money to its owner, and the carcass shall be his.

35 Jf one man’s ox shall strike his fellow's ox™ which dies, they shall ﬁsell the
living ox and divide its money, and the carcass, (oo, shall they divide. > But if
it becores known that it was an ox that had gored habitually, from yesterday
and before yesterday, but its owner did not guard it, he shall surely pay an ox
in place of the ox, and the carcass shall be his. '

¥ |f a man shall steal an ox, or a sheep or goat, and slaughter it or sellit, he
shall pay five cattle in place of the ox, and four sheep in place of the sheep.
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by a court of twenty-three; mian-nNXI MYRI-NN
woman and the animal;

mny pbya-oa — as it is stated:®2 The ox shall be s
juxtaposes the ox and its owner to teach: 9iwn nnm
to death, so is the ox put to death.!®?

(e:3) r )

10 HASHEM said, “You took pity on the kikayon for which you did not labor, nor

did you make it grow;, it lived [one] night and perished after one night. ¥ And | —

shall I not take pity upon Nineveh the great city, in which there are more than a
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from
their left, and many animals as well?”

DA, MKW — as it is stated: And you shall kill the

IR TR NKY,, iKY — and it is stated:® And the animal you shall kill.
nybe omipya Yposn 1w — An ox that is to be stoned® is judged by a court of twenty-three,

Spor MW, MR
toned and also its owner shall be put to death. The Torah
72 mYya nnm> ~ In the same manner as the owner is put
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Mishrnafi The Mishnah cites the next three cases from the previous Mishnah’s list:

71511 by K37 — One who cohabits with another male,

mmaa b1 - or with an animal,

M9PY2 MRNRT NK TRRRT MYRT) — and a woman who brings an animal upon herself — in all these cases the

punishment is stoning.t!

The law is that the animal with whom the bestiality was committed is also stoned.®? The Mishnah now seeks the

reason for this strange law:

TN 7 302 R 07X oX — If the person sinned, in what way did the animal sin? nbpn oxY nxaw Y Kby
bpon 23030 7nK 130 AT by — But since a downfall came upon a man through it, therefore Scripture said
that it should be stoned.“? =nx 2137 — Another explanation, pwa nJ2iy npna xin XY ~ so that it should
not occur that an animal passes in the street 771 by n1b5 bpoaw X1 3t 19Kn — and [people] say: This is the
one that caused So-and-so to be stoned.’s!
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THuE precepts of the fifth class, enumerated in the Section ** On Damages
(Sepher nezikin), aim at the removal of wrong and the prevention of injury.
As we are strongly recommended to prevent damage, we are responsible for
every damage caused by our property or through our work in so far as it is in
our power to take care and to guard it from becoming injurious. We are,
therefore, responsible for all damage caused by our cattle; we must guard
them. The same is the case with fire and pits; they are made by man, and
he can be careful that they do not cause damage. I will point out the equity
of the various laws in this respect. No compensation is enforced for damage
caused by the mouth or the foot of an animal in a public thoroughfare ; be-
cause this cannot be guarded against, and the damage caused there is not
very large. Those who place their things in 2 public place are themselves
guilty of neglect, and expose their property to injury. But compensation
is given for damage caused to the property of a person in his own field by the
tooth or the foot of an animal. It is different in the case of damage caused
by the horn of animals or the like. The animal can be guarded everywhere
[and prevented from causing injury], whilst those who pass public thorough-
fares cannot sufficiently take care against accidents of this kind. In this case
the law is the same for all places ; but there is a difference whether the owner
of the animal has been warned concerning it or not (muad or tam). If the
animal has not been in the habit of causing damage, the owner need only
pay half the damage ; but damage caused by an animal which has been in
the habit of doing so, and has been known as savage, must be paid in full.
The compensation for a slave is uniformly estimated at half the value fixed
for a free man. For in the law concerning the valuation of man you find
the highest valuation at sixty shekels, whilst the money to be paid for a slave
is fized at thirty shekels silver. The killing of an animal that has killed a
human being (Exod. xxi. 28, 29) is not a punishment to the animal, as the
dissenters insinuate against us, but it 15 a fine imposed on the owner
Fthat animal. For the same reason the use of its flesh i3 prohibited, The
possible care in guarding

it k k
be grown up or young, free or in bondage, he forfeits at least the animal;
and in case he has already received a warning concerning it, he will have to
pay a ransom in addition to the loss of the animal.

his is also the reason
why 2 beast 1s killed that has been used by 2 human being for an immoral
purpose (Lev. xx. 15, 16) ; its owner will be more careful as regards his beast,
will guard it, and never lose sight of it, just as he watches his household :
for people fear the loss of their property as much as that of their own life;
some even more, but most people hold both in the same estimation.
Comp. “ and to take us for bondmen, and our asses * (Gen. =liii. 18).
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AT THE HAND OF EVERY BEAST WILL I REQUIRE IT. I
wonder: if “the requiring” is here meant in its usual sense, ie.,
from the hand of the beast as well as from the hand of man, in
both cases there will be punishment in the matter, but the beast

has no reason [with which to discern between good and evil] so
that it should be punished or rewarded! Perhaps this principle
applies only to spilling man’s blood; every beast that will devour
him will itself be devoured, for such is the decree of the King. And
this is the reason [why Scripture says of an ox that killed 2 human
being]|, the ox shall surely be stoned, and its flesh shall not be
eaten. 7% This is not a form of monetary punishment for the
owner since even an ownerless ox is subject to the death
penalty, 195 and the command applies alike to the sons of Noah
and to the Israelites. The meaning of Who so sheddeth man’s
biood 1°% would thus be, “all shedders” whether beast or man,
their blood will be required by the Court on earth and %5 by the
hand of Heaven.

It is possible that the meaning of the expression, at the hand of
every beast, is that the vengeance upon the shedder of blood will
be at the hand of every beast, just as it is said, That she hath
received of the Eternal’s hand double of all her sins.'°® Thus He
says, ‘“Surely your blood will I require and avenge at the hand of
every beast for I will send against the murderer all beasts of the
earth, and I will also send against him the hand of man, and he
will not escape them.” Similarly, Because of all mine adversaries I
am become a reproach, %7 meaning “because of the hand of all
mine adversaries;” This is the portion of a wicked man from G-d,
and the heritage appointed unto him by G-d,'°® [meaning this is
the portion of a wicked man by the hand of G-d].

" Perhaps the requiring at the hand of the beast means that she
should not devour man for so He established their nature. The
secret of the matter is that at the time of creation He gave man
every herb bearing seed... and every tree in which is the fruit of a
tree... for food, '*® and to the beast He gave every green herb for
food, 2°0 and Scripture says, and it was so, 20° meaning that such
was their nature and habit. But now when He said of man that he

may slaughter the lower living creatures for food and it was so
placed in nature or habit that living creatures should eat each
other, it became necessary to command that the other living
creatures be unto men a prey to their teeth 20! while they are to
fear men and not devour them. And He said, And surely, your
blood of your lives will I require, in order to hint that He will not
require the blood of one beast from the hand of another. This
being so, it was thus left to them to devour one another. And this
is the reason why He mentioned here the prohibition of spilling
the blood of man; it is on account of the permission given here for
slaughtering, which became the customary way of spilling blood
since in the opinion of our Rabbis, 2°2 Adam had already been
admonished against spilling blood. But on account of the
permission for slaughtering, it became necessary for Him to say, “I
have permitted you to spill the blood of every living thing except
your own blood. This is forbidden to you as well as to all living
things for it will not be their nature to spill it.”

@ RAMBAN
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I intended that My spirit should judge [i.e. rule and
guide] them, but they refused; behold, therefore, I will
bend them® (meshaggeman) through suffering. I intended
that My spirit should judge them, but they refused; behold,
therefore, I will bend them [break their power] through
each other, for R. Eleazar said: None becomes answerable
for [injury done to] man save another man like himself.®
R. Nathan said: Even a dog or a wolf is answerable.
R. Huna b. Gorion said: Even a staff or a thong is answer-
able, as it is written, For the yoke of his burden . .. Thou
hast broken as in the day of Midian (Isa. 1x, 3).” R. Aha
said: Even barren trees? will have to render an account.
The Rabbis proved it from the following: For the tree of
the field is man (Deut. Xx, 19)°; just as man must render
an account, so must trees render an account,
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[NOT TO EAT ANY OX SENTENCED TO DEATH BY STONING] . =3
5 2 that we sho

uld not eat the flesh of an ox sentenced to stoning, even
if it was properly ritually shain; for once its judgment was completed
(sentence was passed), its flesh is forbidden. So is it explained in the
Midrash Mechilta: 1 for it is stated, and its flesh shall not be eaten (Exodus
21:28). This does not mean specifically an ox, but any injuring creature,
domestic or wild animal, or bird;2 Scripture merely spoke of what is
usual.
At the root of the precept lies the aim that we should realize in

our thinking that whatever was the cause of a disaster or misfortune is to
be scorned as something abhorrent to both God and humanity, even
ifitacted unintentionally, such as an animal which is witless, and all the
more certainly a deliberate perpetrator of injury. As we reflect on this
thought, it will influence us to be so very careful in all our deeds that no
disaster or misfortune should ever issue from under our hands.
Among the laws of the precept there is what the Sages of blessed
memory explained, 3 that whether it is a tam (an animal only beginning
to cause fatalinjury) or a mu‘ad (a habitual killer), it is stoned to death for
any person it kills, be it 2 man or a woman, a child, or a servant;4 that

its judgment is not to be completed (and sentence passed) except in
its owner’s presence, if it has an owner; 5 so also what the Sages said, that
there are many ways in which an ox can kill and not be stoned to death. 6
[These] and its other details are explained in the Talmud tractate Bava
Karmina.
The ban on eating its flesh applies to both man and woman; but
only in the land of Israel can a case of an ox to be stoned be tried, by
ordained, authorized persons?—and that in a beth din of twenty-three -3 -
[Judges]. If someone transgresses it and eats of its flesh the amount of an
olive, deliberately, he is given whiplashes.



CORpAY  p72700n 900 (D) serer chinsimm

MR PIVR PRT DIPE DI R DXW BY AvRWaw My 1 Bapn
. KWl 9% [x] nm® x5 0 omyacn oMk e mbe oomzo
DN YT 22 @72 MRNNIT oNMAR OIRY IR N3 x¥BM a0 NS ™
7B 107 Dn¥Y DX DOYOIUn QITNER AT C1Bn TEY NS B Xesn
T DWI OPRY 2Y¥R DTN DR DANANM QWA DYy oraw v
K2 DTS Dbw XIpnw DAY .ORYY DR 190U DITRLRY nian aen
DANSYRY DIPMIR WX DMR %0wn oNT "3 vAw KYR DAwI orwyn "aya
WP DI "2 DRN22 AT WK A42pM QA2 U 1T 9RO owam
A1 Y29 wrane ®5w m abmaw pyn oXY a2 Spoaw 1aRy Nk DY i
M2 bw oanyav wno [ XYM WRD ORY W by mnow» Www won
Y XY D wEv ovb mwyd pRen T ona f1 Mm% na ovm qon

/ .
\'w-?h o M: SANREDdRIN M3 DR P DR OW DI

Rav Sheishess replies: .
nYYW 37 my — Rav Sheishess said: mnin — You have
learned the answer to this in a Baraisa, which states: mm
P PRI PRI PRY POIIR PRY NS ~ IF regarding ’I‘REES
WHICH NEITHER EAT NOR DRINK NOR SMELL, nOwn m9in 19nx
%21 Rty — THE TORAH SAID: DESTROY, BURN AND ERADICATE
them® 1712 by nYpn oIR% K31 LN — BECAUSE DOWNFALL
CAME UPON A PERSON THROUGH THEM,! a7 nx nynpn
Y m2 nnx Sy nnm b oun M - then ONE WHO
LEADS HIS FELLOW ASTRAY FROM THE PATHS OF LIFE TO. THE
PATHS OF DEATH, HOW MUCH MORE S0 is he liable to destruction,
burning and eradication.?s! Thus, argues Rav Sheishess, we
see that the object of sin is destroyed on the basis of downfall
alone. 28] ’ i

(3-1:8) Jop Va'yikeA

1 Any man of the House of Israel and of the proselyte who dwells among
thern who will consurne any blood — [ shall concentrate My attention upon the
soul consuming the blood, and | will cut it off from its people. 1'For the soul of
the flesh is in the blood * and | have assigned it for you upon the Altar to provide
atonement for your souls; forit is the blood that atones for the soul. 12 Therefore
I have said to the Children of Israel: “Any person among you may not consume
blood; and the proselyte who dwells among you may not consume blood.”
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