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Fear rabbi gave tots herpes

By MAGGIE HABERMAN

DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER
Wednesday, February 2nd, 2005

City health officials are investigating whether a baby boy died after contracting herpes from the rabbi who circumcised him, the
Daily News has learned.

The probe was launched after CIty officials realized that three infants in the city who tested positive for herpes last year all were
circumcised by Rabbi 2 Bex-The Rockland County-based SHEEEE is a prominent mohel - someone who performs
religious circumcisions.

Under Jewish law, a mohelis supposed to draw blood from the circumcision wound to remove impurities. While many mohels do
it by hand, fis=imer uses a practice little known outside ultra-Orthodox communities called metzizah bi peh, in which the mohel
uses his mouth.

On Oct. 16, 2004* performed a bris, or religious circumcision, on twins. Ten days later, one infant died of herpes, and the
other tested positive for the virus, according to papers filed in Manhattan Supreme Court by city lawyers.

A few weeks later, city Health Department officials found a third baby, on Staten Island, who aiso tested positive for herpes after
being circumcised by Fischer in late 2003, the papers say.

Herpes is far more dangerous to infants than adults because of babies’ fragile immune systems. The health status of the two
surviving boys was not clear yesterday.

The city "is concerned that the possible transmission of herpes simplex virus type 1 in infants may be continuing as a result of
defendant's practice of metzizah bi peh," city lawyers wrote in the complaint, dated Dec. 22. "Defendant’s conduct to date
constitutes a threat to the public health."

The custom of mefzizah is thousands of years old. But experts said that these days, many mohels breathe in through a sterile
tube to draw the blood instead of using their mouths directly on the wound, aithough in some ultra-Orthodox sects, the oral
practice is mandatory.

The city asked Wil to submit to a blood test in November, and ordered him to stop performing metzizah by mouth while
waiting for the results, court papers show. Officials told him to use a sterile tube and gloves in the meantime.

But the Health Department got a report that ¥l wasn't following the order, so the city filed the legal complaint to compel him
do so.

S¥BF, 66, declined to comment yesterday.

His Iawyer Mark Kurzmann, wouldn't say whether Fillilm=has done the blood test, citing medical confidentiality. But he said
Hredeny is "cooperating with the city's investigation to resolve this matter."

"My client is known internationally as a caring, skilled and conscientious mohel," Kurzmann said.

He suggested the babies could have contracted herpes elsewhere. He also said there are concerns about the government
regulating religious practices.

City lawyers declined to comment.
Health officials, aware of the sensitivity of the issue, have been talking extensively to community leaders.

"There’s been a constructive dialogue between the community and the Depariment of Health, and we're working with {them] to
ensure the safety of all our city's children,” said Arie Lipnic, spokesman for City Councilman Simcha Felder (D-Brookiyn).

http://www nydailynews.com/front/v-pfriendly/story/277069p-2373 14c.html 2/22/2005
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Jewish Ritual Filth and Disease

Mohel Rabbi Yosef David Weisburg sucks babies penis
The Jerusalem Post Magazine, Nov. 5, 1976, p. 14

http://www.churchofthesonsofyhvh.org/jewish ritual filth and_disease.htm 2/22/2005
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¢+ God said to Abraham. "And as ior you, you shali keep My covenan!t — you Y NN Mmen MTATNK NKY DUj]IS'LZK ‘D’T.T(7§ 'I?QN'?] t
and your offspring after uou throughout their generations. '® This is My O v SWK AT NKT DN 30X -
covenant which you shall keep between Me and you and your offspring ¥ " A BP0 : NRYI bnf'/’ 2R A 1 e
ajter you: tvery male among you shall be circumcised. *' You shall circumcise 3ﬂ11’§‘? [R)) DPnt?'“! pa nx Dﬂ5D11 :1;1"!7; DDL{’ 5'“9” :]"H"HS x
[hedﬂesh of your foreskin, and thai shall be the sign of the covenant benoeen Me oY DAY (ATt Sa 00D Pin ot NINW"121:0279001 07 nMa -
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throughout your generations — he that is born in the household or purchased RAT QYN N‘? S = ‘7373 Ao NI N1

with money from any stranger who is not of your offspring. "
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One root reason for this precept is that the Eternal Lord, be He
blessed, wished to affix in the people that He set apart to be called by
His name, a permanent sign n their bodies to differentiate them from

the other nations in their bodily form, 2 just as they are differentiated

in their spiritual form, their very “exits and entrances’ 3 [their pupose
and way in the world] not being the same. This [physical] differentiation
was set in the golden orb (Ecclesiastes 12:6)% as it is the causal source
of the existence of the [human] species—apart from the fact that this

constitutes the perfection of the physical form, as we have stated. The
Eternal Lord (be He blessed) desired to perfect the [physical] character
of the Chosen People; and He wished that this perfection be effected by
man. He did not create him complete and perfect from the womb, in
order to hint to him that just as the perfection of his physical form
is by his own hand, so doesitliein his hand (within his means and power)
to complete his spiritual form by the worthiness of his actions.
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But at the third

time, during the covenant, He said, Unto thy seed have I given, 348
meaning that He will make the covenant for the gift that He had
alrcady given him. Similarly, at the time of the circumcision, when
He said, for a possession forever, 3% He said to him, And I will give

344 349

unto thee, in the {uture tense. 3
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Mlsﬁnaﬁ The Mishnah now discusses the circumcision operation itself, explaining which of its various
elements may be performed on the Sabbath, and how:
(n2w3al n%m 1wy 53 pww — We may perform all the necessities of circumcision on the Sabbath:i9
Yy pyo 1omn — We may circumcise,® uncover the corona,®’ draw the blood,2  nabsvix oy 1anm
1Mm32) — and place a bandage and cumin upon it.#® naw aqyn pnw &% ox — If one did not crush the cumin on
the Sabbath eve, nu) w3 oYY — he may chew it with his teeth and apply it.5  39yn pawy 1m 77w X5 DX
nav — If one did not vigorously mix wine and oil on the Sabbath eve,® yya i1 myya ny yn — each of
these ingredients should be placed in the bowl by itself.58 m%mnab pibn ab pwiy pr) — And we may not in the

first place fashion a shirtlike bandage for [the member],5” v MYy 7913 Yax — but one may wrap a
piece of cloth around it.5¥ naw anyn ppnn X% ox — If he did not prepare even an ordinary cloth® on the
Sabbath eve, X n1w3yx 5y 773 — he may wrap one around his finger® and bring it; n9nK “¥AR YWwK

— and he may bring it even from another courtyard.s!
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The Gemara presents a related teaching:
37 "nx poy' 12 1371 "y — Rabbah bar Yitzchak said in the
name of Rav: 1ax 037128 19m nyms mana X% — The mitz-
vah of “uncovering the circumcision’” was not given to our
forefather Abraham,*' =nxrw — for it is stated:™" ny3,,
21 ETMIY MR Y WY YWImebK 7 K X — At that time
Hashem said to Joshua, “Make sharp knives for yourself etc.
land circumcise the Children of Israel again, a second time].”*"
The Gemara challenges this proot:
Sy x97 737 X7 — But perhaps this is a command to
circumcise those who were not at all circumcised, 2'n37 — as
it is written: D79 DY 9M wxywm oyTthy va mbnod,
a1 — For all the people who went out [of Egypt] were
circumcised, but all the people who were born [in the
Wilderness] etc. [were not circumcised ] — 7 —
The Gemara answers:
»w,, 87 12 BX — If it is so that verse 2 refers only to those who
were never at all circumcised, what is the meaning of and circum-
cise the Children of Israel “again”? 1y™sY 1Y x9x — Rather,
is it not written for the commandment of uncovering the circum-
cision?
The Gemara asks:
o, "M — And what, then, is the implicit teaching of a
second time 7"
The Gemara answers:
a9m nbnnb nbm g wipKkh — It comes to equate the end of
civrcumciéion with the beginning of circumcision, as follows:
naayn 19m n9nn me — Just as an inadequate beginning of
circumcision precludes a valid circumcision,’" aYMm mIo gx
13 133yn — so too, an inadequate end of circumcision precludes
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And the reason for the Mishnah's law of [drawing blood] is the
same as that for the application of a bandage and cumin to the
wound: 13y AGBE Y ~ Just as with regard to a bandage
and cumin K11 M30 Ay X5 3 ~ if he does not do as
prescribed it is a danger, and so these procedures are permitteq

K M2 Ay K% 12 m) X337 0K ~ here as well with regard to’
drawing blood, if he does not do as prescribed it is a danger, and
therefore drawing is permitted. ’

In specifying the stages of milah that may be performed on
Shabbos, the Mishnah stated:
121 PY¥Y¥IN — WE MAY DRAW the blood ete.
The Gemara discusses the nature of this procedure, and the
legal ramifications involved:
RB227 X — Rav Pappasaid:  xmn TI20 Y1 XHT RIMINOING —
This expert surgeon who does not draw blood from the wound is
responsible for creating a danger to the person being circum-
cised, MY 1173y) - and so we dismiss him.
The Gemara exclaims:
Xpwp — This is obvious!  xnaw mby 195 xp1m — Since we
desecrate the Sabbath because of [the biodd], as the Mishnah
tgaches, R M2p — then certainly it is a danger, and we
dismiss anyone who fails to draw it from the wound. What, then
Is Rav Pappa teaching us? ’
The Gemara explains the need for Rav Pappa’s dictum:
Ry — Without Rav Pappa’s teaching, what is it that you
would have said? pp TR9M 07 K7 — That this blood is now
stored up as if in a vessel.5%  =3mm ran 19 yawn Xy — [Rav
Pappa] therefore informs us that [this blood] cannot l')e drawn
without causing a wound, 54 and yet the Mishnah sanctions that
procedure because the blood is a danger to the circumcised indi-
vidual’s health. It is for that reason that we dismiss a circumciser
who omits the drawing procedure. 1M nubsoixy RMMT) —
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Translation of the Responsum of the Chatam Sofer, written to Rabbi
Eliezer Horowitz, author of Yod Eliezer on 20 Shevat, 1B37:

—You have written correctly that there is no mention that Metzitzah must
be done actually by mouth, except by the Cabbalists who say that it must ;
be done by the mouth and lips. We have no right to rely on mysticlsm
when there is the possibility of the slightest danger. It should be noted that TD}O (8 GAAS&A‘M SR
the Hebrew root of "Mitz” and “Motzatz” are identical, viz, Proverbs 30 and
Judges 6:38. In both instances Rashi explains the word as squeezing or
pressing—to remove something with strength. Therefore it is only necessary
for us to remove blood from distant places, no matter how it is done.
We must trust experts to let us know which method is as effective as
sucking with the lips. I also maintain that even if the Talmud had ex-
pressly stated “Metzitzah by mouth,” in any case, since this is not part
of the preparations of Milah, but is only done for danger, and one who
circumcizes and removes the membrane over the corona has completed
the commandment, and the child may eat from the Priestly portion
(Terumah) and his father may make the Passover sacrifice; except that
the child is in danger until this act is performed, to remove blood from
distant places. In the Chapter in Tractate Shabbat, Rav Papa compares
Metzitzeh to the bandage or cummin, i.e. that they are mecessary to pre-
vent danger. And nowadays we do hot use the same type of bandage or
cummin as was described in Talmudic times. This proves that since this
is done for medical Teasons, one should not be particular if doctors have
found other suitable medications. And this applies also to Metzitzah —
even had the Mishnah stated “direct oral suction,” nevertheless we can
use any similar technique. However, the expert doctors should be warned
to testify truthfully as to whether the Se’fog (sponge or swab) is as effective
as suction by mouth, and besides this we have no need to be concermed -

— according to my opinion. -~
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KR 1wk — If you prefer, say 17 ooy owwin — hecause
they were being rebuked by Hashem ™  xyix mwy sxy — Orif PP DA P
you prefer, say  Ta3 3y 71121 X517 — that the north wind did
not blow so that the Clouds of Glory, which surrounded the

Israelites, would not disperse.!'

The Gemara derives from the above: Atupl \i vaMo S
x5D 271 K — Rav Pappasaid:  xmwT xpm k3w xpn nabn ( . ‘EY)
ma 129 X5 — Therefore, we should not circumcise'®’ on a
cloudy day or on a day of severe south winds;” 1»13%0n ’%)
m3a — nor should we let blood on [such a day].

The Gemara concedes:
D37 712 WTT RITRD — But now that the masses have trodden
on [this path] (i.e. it has become common practice to circumcise
and let blood on these days), » 'moxnp nw,, — we apply the
verse: Hashem protects the simple.’®
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